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SENATE FILE 454 
S-3167 

1 Amend Senate File 454 as follows: 
2 _ 1. Page 1, line 15, by inserting after the word 
3 "from" the following: "adequate". 
4 2. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the word 
5 "sector." the following: "The department is 
6 authorized to accept and use any available federal or 
7 private funds for conducting the study." 
8 3. Page 1, by striking lines 17 and 18, and 
9 inserting the following: "of findings and 

10 recommendations to the general assembly." 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. INTENT. It is the intent of the general 

2 assembly to increase energy conservation and efficiency, to 

3 reduce air pollution, and to provide efficient and convenient 

4 transportation to metropolitan airport facilities through use 

5 of a light rail system within the state. 

3 .. ,<.16 Sec. 2. LIGHT RAIL SYSTEM. The state department of 

7tr'ansportation shall contract with a pr ivate consultant to 

8 study the feasibility of operating a light rail system within 

9 the state. The rout~s studi~d ~hall include a route from West 

10 Des Moines through metropolitan Des Moines, a route from the 

11 Des Moines airport through Ankeny to Ames, and a route frOM 

12 Iowa City through North Liberty to Cedar Rapids. The 

13 department shall only contract for the light rail system 

14 feasibility study authorized by this section if the study is 

15 financed from funds made available by the federal government 

16 or the private sector. The department shall submit a report 

17 of the consultant's findings and recommendations to the 

18 general assembly by January 15, 1992. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill requires the state department of transportation 

21 to contract for a study to determine the feasibility of 

22 establishing a light rail system with routes from the Des 

23 Moines airport through Ankeny to Ames, from Iowa City through 

24 North Liberty to Cedar Rapids, and from West Des Moines to Des 

25 Moines. The study can only be contracted for if it is 

26 financed from federal or private sector funds. The findings 

27 and recommendations must be submitted to the general assembly 

28 by January 15, 1992. 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 25, 1991 Page 14 

• SENATE FILE 454 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscai note for Senate File 454 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 
17. Data used in developing this fiscal no(e is available from the Legislative 
riscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate Fiie 454 requires the Department of Transportation to conduct a study to 

determine the feasibility of establishing a light rail transit system with 
routes from Des Moines to Ames, from West Des Moines to Des Moines, and from 
iowa City to Cedar Rapids. This study can only be contracted if it is financed 
from federal or private sector funds. 

Assumptions 

The study would focus on the following issues: 
1. Market demand estimation and development of a data base for dema~d 

forecasts and engineering analysis. 
2. Technological evaluation to determine train speeds, stat:o~ stopping 

patterns, train freque~cies, and fa~e levels. 
3. Cost analysis fo~ €scimatifig operating, maintenance ~nd capital costs 

associated with the proposal. 
4~ An evaluation of financial and economic be~efits of l~ght rait transi~ £n 

the proposed corridors. 

Fiscal Effect 

The study will ccst an estimated $200,000. 

(Source: Department of Transportation, and TMS/3enesch and Company) 

(Lsa l617sv, DlR) 
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1 An Act authorizing the state department of transportation to 
2 contract for a light rail study. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. 4S4 H. F • 

1 Section 1. INTENT. It is the intent of the general 
2 assembly ~o increase energy conservation and efficiency, to 
3 reduce air pollution, and to provide efficient and convenient 
4 transportation to metropolitan airport facilities through use 
5 of a light rail system within the state. 
6 Sec. 2. LIGHT RAIL SYSTEM. The state department of 

7 transportation shall contract with a private consultant to 

8 study the feasibility of operating a light rail system within 
9 the state,.' The routes studied shall, include a route from West 

10 Des Moines through metropolitan Des Moines, a route from the 

11 Des Moines airport through Ankeny to Ames, and a route from 

12 Iowa City through North Liberty to Cedar Rapids. The 
13 department shall only contract for the light rail system 
14 feasibility study authorized bi this ~ection if the study is 

15 financed from adequate funds made available by the federal 
16 government or the private sector. The degartment is 

17 authorized to ac~ept and useanj;ava{lab1e federal or private 
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SP.N,\TE fiLE: 454 

AN ACT 

AUTHORIZIh~ THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

TO CONTRAC'I' FOR A. LIGHT RAIL STUDY. 

EE J'T EttACT~D BY 1'H,.; Cr.NERAI. ASSEMSLY or '('HE STATE OF 100uA: 

Section l. IKTEt\'I'. It is th~ intent of the general 

assembly to inGrea~f!' energy conservation and efficiency. to 

reduce ai[ pollut.ion. and to provide efficient and convenient 

transportation to or,etropolitan ,lirport facilities throtlqh usc 

of <II liqht ra~l system within the state. 
SeC'. 2. LIGHT RAIl, SYSTE:M. The state departl':'lElnt of 

transportation shall contract with a private consullAn~ to 

study the feasibilIty of oppcating a li9ht rail s~r,tem withi.n 

the 5i,lite. The routes studied shJlIl include a route from West 

Des Moines through netcopoiitan Oes Moines, d. rout.e frOM the 

Des ~oine$ airport through Ankeny to Atc.e:}, and a route frort. 

Iova City throu9h North Liberty to Cedar Rapids. The 

df!partment shall only contract for the light rail sy!';t.ero. 

feasibility study authorized by this section if the study is 

financed from adequate fund$ made available by the tederal 

goverfll1!ent or the pr ivate sector. The departr.'lt:'!nl' is 

authorized t.o accept and use any available federal or pri ..... ate 

senate Fil~ 454, p. 2 

fu~ds for conducting the study. ~he depdrtment shall submit a 

report of findinqs and recO!T:t.I('n(\ations t.o the qer:er41 

assembly. 

JOE: J. Wf,'I.SH 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

S;>eaker oC tho HOll~e 

I hereby certify that this bill ori9inated in the Senate and 

lS kno~n as Senate Pile 454. Seventy-fourth General A93~nbly. 

A~prov.d ~.z.'i. 
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