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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 492.1 MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS. .

An election shall not be conducted under this chapter

unless all of the following apply:

1. ‘“he county commlissicner responsible uncer section 47.¢
for conducting the election authcorizes the use of mail bailots

for the election.

2. The state commissioner of elections approves a written
plan for conduct of the election, which shall include a
written timetable for the conduct of the eleciion, submitted
by the county commissioner.

3. The election is nonpartisan.

4. The electicn is not one at which any candidate s to be

elecred or retained.
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5. The electior is not held con the same
electlon in which guaiified electors of that political
subdivision of government are eligible ¢ cast balliots,

6. The electicon is a ballot issue election at which all of .

"

the qualified electors of cne of the foliowing political
subdivisions of geovernment are the only electors =2ligible to
vote:
a. Cocunties.
b. Cities.
c. School distiricts, except that an el
C

“o chapter 275 shail not be a mail baliw
G. Bensfited districts provided in ¢

357=.
Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 48A.2 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chepter, unless the context otherwisze
reguires:
i. P"Election day’ 1s the date establishad by iaw orn which
a darticular e:echion woutld e held 1fF then ~leciion were

DE LG CONCISTRG DY Fe2ns ohnz2y than a méti nal.0n eiec.ilon.
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3. "Return afficdavit envelope" means an envelope that
contains a secrecy envelope and which is designed to
accomplish boin of the follcwing:

a. Allcw election oftficials, upon examinarion cf thre

)
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outside of the eavelope, to determine rhat the ballot
subm:zted by somecne who 13 in fact a gualifled elector and
vho has not already voted.

b. Ailcw 1t to be used in the United States mail.

4. MSecrecy snvelope” means an enve.ope used to contain
the elector's ballot and that 1s designed to conceal tne
elector's vote ard to prevent the elector’s ballor from being
distinguished from the ballots of other electors

Sec. 3. NIZW SECTION. 49A.3 MAIL BALILOT ELECTION
PROCLEDURE.

A maii ballct elecrion shall be conducted substantialily as

previded in this chapter. The state commissioner of eiections

o]

shall prescribe uniform procedures and forms o be used in th
conduct cfF ma:l hallot eiections.

Sec. 4. NLEW SECTION. 48A.4 INITIATING A MAIL BALLOT
eLECTION.

A proposal to conduct an eliecticn under this chapter may be

1nitiated by elther the county commissioner of elections or
the appropriate governing body as provided in sections 4%48.5

and 41584.6.
Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 494.5 INITIATION BY GOVERNING RODY,

1. If the governing body of a political subdivisicon
determines that it 1s economically and administratively
feasible to conduct an election by mail, the governing body,
by resolution, wmay request that the election be conducted
under the provisions of this chapter by filing the resclution
with the county commissioner not iater than seventy days
before the date of the election.

2. The decision toc conduct an election under the

provisions of this chapter is within the sole discretion of

the county commissioner,
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3. Within five days after receiving a reguest, the county

commissioner snall respond in writing, stating that the

reguest ig either granted or denied for reasons specified.
granted, the county commissioner shall prepare a plan as
provided in section 49A.7.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION.

COMMISSIONER -- OBJECTION.
1. Except as provided in subsection 3, even if no request

d39A.6 INITIATION BY COUNTY

has been received from the governing body concerned, the

county commissioner may conduct any election authorized by

this chapter as a mall ballot election if the county

commlssioner determines that would be the meost eccnomically

and adnministratively feasible way of conducting hhe election

1n guestion.

2. 1f the county commissioner decides Lo concuct a mail

ballot election pursuant to subsection 1, tne couniy

commissioner shali prepare a wrltten pian as provided 1n

section 49A.7 and at least zixty days pefcre the date set for
S

the election shall forward a copy to the governing body

concerned, together with a writien statement ‘niorming it of

the decision to conduct the election by maei: bailot and tne

reasons for the decizion.

3. The governing bedy, by resoluticn, may oblect to the
conduct of tne election under this chapter. The resolatlon
shall include a statement of the reasons for the objection.

c
Tf the resolu is filed withn the county commlissicner not

ti
later than fifty-five days prior =o the date set for the
election, the elechicn shall no

chapter.

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. FGR CONDUCT OF

ELECTTON -~ AMINDMENTS - - AFPRCVAL DPROCEDURE
1. T2 counly COTmiIsSs.tner Shall Droéuare & wr et nian,
ingLuding a timetanie. Tor the conduc. ©of & mall tolior
pieci Lo asd shall subieit it oco LAS staile commios orer of
certlons pl resst wlxts dayas helocz he dore ser o« e
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election.

2. The plan may be amended by the county commissioner any
time before the thirty-£fifth day before eiection day by
notifying the state commissioner of elections in writing of
any changes.

3. Within five days after receiving the plan, and as scun
as possible after receiving any amendments, the state
commiissioner of elections shall avprove, disavprove, or
recommend changes to the plan or amendments.

4. When the written pian has been approved, the ccunty
commissioner shall proceed to conduct the eiection according
to the approved plan.

Sec. B. NEW SEZCTION, 49A.8 PUBLICATION OF NOTICL.

The county commissiconer shall, not more than ten days and
not less than four days before the date that bailots ave to be
mailed, publiish notice that a mai. ballot election wili be
conducred. The notice shall inciude:

1. The date baliots will be mailed.

2. The Jlast day that an elector can reguest an absentee
baliot.

3. Voter registration deadlines.

4. Location or locations where mail ballots car be
deposited.

5. Instructions for obtaining a replacement ballcl if an

+

elector's ballot is destroyed, spoiied, lost, or net received.
g e

1
6. The full text of the question or gquesticns being vo

-

on.
[t Is noit necessary to publisn a sample ballot.
Sec. 9. NEW SECTION, 49A.9 MAILING BALLOTS.

L. Official balliots shall pe prepared anc all other

initial procedures followed as otherwise provided by law,
2. The county commissioner of elections shali mall an

official ballot to every qualified elector of the political

subdivision conducting the election on one date not sconel

than the twentieth day before the date of the election and not

_4_




i9
20
21
27
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
32
34
35

S.F. _ﬂZ;H.F.

later than the tenth day before the date of tre election. An
exception shall be macde for those balliots éelivered as
prescribed in section 49a.14.

3. All ballots shall be mailed by firsc claes mail.

4. Ballot envelopes mailed by tre commissioner shail oe
addressed to the address of each elector appearing in the
registration records of the political subdivision, and placed
in an envelcpe which is prominently marked "Do Not Forward".

5. The ballct shalil centain the foliowing warning:

Any person who, by use of violence, threats of vioience, or
any means cf duress, procures the vote of ar elector for oY
against any issue is subject, upon convictlion, o imprizonment
or to a fine, or both.

6. The return affidavit eavelope shall have printed on it
an atfidavit irc substartially the tollowing form:

VOTER'E DECLARATION OF gLIGIRILITY

™

I ds sclennly swear or affirm that T am & res dent of ke

precinct, ward, or tounship, city of : .

county of s Lowa.

I am a qualified elector, I have not vored and will not
vore any other official ballo: for this eleclicn.

tement 1nn thnils declaration

[

understand that any false st
5 provided by law.
DATE SIGNED: _

;:,
o1

criminal offense punishable

SICNATURE OF VOTER

ADDRESS
- e, I0OWA . B
CiTy ZIP CODL
TELEPHONE
7. The return affidavit envelope in which the ballet isg
enciosed spall be marked with & seria’ nuisoer. D reccrd shal!
pe meintained of the s2rial numbers tCe verify chat the elector
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to whom the ballot 1s mailed s the elector who returrns the
ballot.
Sec. 1i0. NEW SZCTION. 49A.10 REGISTRATION,

The county commissiconer shall net mall @ ballobt under thic
chapter to anv electcr not registered thirty days before the
date of the election. Electors registered after thicty days
hefore the date of the election, bhut befcre the close of
reglstration, may apply for a ballot under section 49a.11.

Sec. JI. NEW SECTION. 49A.11 REPLACEMENT BALLOTS.

[f the maii ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, cor not

received by the elector, the elector may cbtain a replacenmont
palict from the commiissioner as provided in this section. An

electnr seeking a replacerent ballot shall sign a stateme

on a form prescribed by the state comnissioner, thar the
vallct was destiroyed, spoiied, ilost, or nobt received., The

€e ghnali celiver tng

o]

appiicant or the applicant's desig
statement to the commissioner before ncon on the dane of the
eilection, ‘The applicant may mail the statement o the
commissioner, except a comnlssioner shall nol transmit a
pallot by mail under tnis sectilon uniess tne appllcavion s
received prior to five p.m. on the fourth day vefcre the
election. When an apriication 1is timely received under Lhis
section, the commissioner shail deliver the ballol ko the
elector if the elector is present in the office of the
conmissioner, or promptly transmit the bailcot by mall to the
elector atr the address contained in f{he app:ication, ex
when prohipited by this section. When tihe electosr is presant
in the commissicner's office, the ballot shall be voted az
that time. The commissicner shall keep a record of each
replacement ballot provided under this section. If an
elector, having received and voted a replacement balleol as
provided under this section, later finds the Iost ballet, the
elector shall return i% to tne commissioner,

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 49A.,12 VOTING AND RETURN OF

BALLQT.
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1. A qualified elector, upon receipt of a mail ballot,
shall mark the balleot in such a manner tha: no other person
will know how the ballot is marked and shall place it in a
secrecy envelcpe,

A qualified elector who is biind, cannot read, or because
of a physical disability is unable to mark the paliot, may be
assisted by any person selected by the quaiified elector other

than the elector's employer or an agent of the elector’

~

employer or an officer or agent of rne elscror's Lon.,

2. The elector shall then place the sec Cy énvelope
containing the ballot in a return affidavit enve] ore and sign
and securely seal the return affidavit envalope. The sealec
return affidavit envelope shall be returned to the
commissioner by one of the follow: ng methods:

4. The sealed return affidavit eavelope May he delivercd
by the qualified elector or the eiector's des ignee to tne
commissioner's office or a piace designatec by the
comrissioner no laters than five p.it, on election day.

D. The sealed rerurn affidavit envelope may pe malled,
postage psid, to the commissioner. 1In order far the dailot *o

ceived no

re
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be counted, the return affidavit

[
L'\

later inan five p.m. on election day. Befcre the electicn Lhe

T 0

cemm:Ssioner shall contact the post office serviag th
comm:ssioner's office and shall arrange for retvurn affidav.c
envelopes received In that post office oy five p,m. on
election day to be delivered to the commissioner's office on
election day.
Sec. 13. NEW SECT ON. 49A.13 ABSENTEZ BALLOTS.
el

=

1. & gualif:ied ector who will e absent from the

precinct during tie time when the balicts are ralled may dc

”

7]

wither of the following:

&. Vote in perscn in the county commicsioner's oifice as
soon asz dallots are avallable and until noon fhe cay before
the ballots are scheduled to be mai’ed.

2. Make 2 writtea raguest, signad by the auplicant ang
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addressed to the county commissioner, that the ballot be
mailed to an address other than that which appears on the
elector's registration reccrd., Written requests shall be
accepted until noon the day befcre the ballots are schedule
to be mailed.

2. Ballots mailedé teo electors pursuant to this section
shall be mailed the same day that ali other pallots are
malled,

Sec. 14, NEW SECTION. 49A.14 RECEIPT OF BALLOT --
REGISTRATION VERIFICATION.

Wnen the baliot 1s returned, the commissiloner, or the

cormissioner's designees, shall examine the affidavit and the

serial number cn the return afiidavit enveiope t¢ determine
whether the ballot has been rezurned by the persor to whon the
hballct was sent and whether the voter has returned any other
ballets. The return affldavit envelcpes s3hall not pe cpenad
and shall be kept 1n a cecure place until they are delivered
to the precinct electiorn officiais on election day.

The commissioner or the conmissioner's designees shail
majintaln a separate £ile of unopened return aff:idavit
envelopes under the following cilrcunstances:

1. If it appears that an elector has cast more than one
ballot.

2. If the name on the affidavit does non correspond witn
the name listed under the serial number on the recurn
affidavit envelope.

3. If it appears that the affidavit 1s not complete.

4. 1If the elector is challenged pursuant tc section
33A.16.

Sec. 15, NEW SECTION. 49A.15 COUNTING BALLOTS.

Ballots shall be counted by preciact election officials
selected trom among the elect:ion boards of the jurisdiction
for which the election is being conducted in the manner
prescribed by section 53.23. The commissioner shall supervise

the procedures for the handling, counting, and carvassing of

-8-
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ballots to ensure the safety and confidentiality of ali
ballots preperly cast.

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 49A.16 CHALLENGES.

Votes cast pursuant to this chapter can be chalienged :n
the manner prescribed by sections 49.79 through 49.81, as
applicabie.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 49A.17 CANVASS OF VOTES.

The prowvisions of chapter 50 relating to canvass of voteg
apply to this chap:ter only O the exten* they 4o not aonfliecr
with the provisions ot this chapter. Results shall be

reported without regard to the precinct from which they were

cast.,
Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 49A.18 OTHER LAKS.

Arl laws wiich apply to elections apply to mail bhallot
elections heid under this Cnapter £o the =xtent apolicabple.

Sec. 19, N=zW SZCTION, 492,19 RULES.

The state commissioner of elections shall adeopt rules
pursuant Lo chapter I7A te govern the procedures and forms
necessary to imblement thisg chapter. Tre @NiLhGCrity of the
state commnissioner to adopt rules under Lhis chapter snail oe
Yiberally construed.

Sec. 20. NiW SECTION. 49A.20 MISCONDUCT - VIOLATTONS -
PENATL.TILES.

L. A person who, by use of viclence, threats of viclrengoe,
Or any means of duress, procures or endeavors U procure the
vote of an elector for or agalnst any issue comrits an
aggravated misdemeanor.

4. A person who violates or atrempls to vioiate any
provision or requirement of this chapter, for which a penainy
15 no:r Gtherwise revided, commite a simple misdemeanor.

Sec. 21. Section 39.3, Code 1991, 1s amended by adding the
tollowing new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 15, “Mail hallot electicn” neans an
2ioct:ion conducted pursuent to chapter 454,

Sac., 22. Section 48.31%, subsection &, Coce 1991, is

__9“
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amended to reacd as follows:

6. When first-class mail, which 1s designated "not to be
forwarded”, was addressed to the electcr at the address shown
on the regigtration records and is returned by fthe postal

service, except when firgt-class mail 15 usged in cenducting

TaLl baiiont election.
23. NEW SECTION. £2282.5 MAIL BALLOT LOCAL OPTION
TAX ELECTIONS.

Electicns at «which questicns regarding local

will be submitted to the gualified eleciors nmay
by mail as providecd by chapter 43A. All provis:ions of
497 wnich are not in confliict with this section

The county commissioner of electicons sna®’l
discretion Lo initiate a mail ballot election.

nos be £l ed 15 the commlission
ically and acminisiratively
tux electlon by mall.
costs of Local eoption tax elections corducted by

shali pe divided among the jurisd.cL.ions voling on the tax.
The percentage of the cost of Lthe election to be paic by the
jurisdiction shall be the came as the
percentage of the qualiflied elecrors receiv
elect:ion,

Sec., 24. PROSPECTIVE REPZAL. This Act
effective July 1, 1993. The Code ed:ior shal
sectlions of this Act, which are not newly ernaci
language, as nearly as possible, in effect
affective date of this Actk.

EX2LANATION

This bill creates a new chapter 495 and estabiishes a
procedure for certain elections o be conducted primari:ly o
mailed ballots. To qgualify for tnls method of electicn, the
election of a specified political subdivisiona (ccunty, City,
school district, or benefited district} must be the only

election scheduled, must not involwve candidates, must he

_10_
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nonpartisan, and must be conducted pursuant to & pian propezed . |
by the county commissioner of elections (couniy auditor) and 1

approved by the state commissianer of elecrions (secretary of

state).
Provision s made for the governing body of the affecred
political subdivisien :o reject the use of maii ballots for

the election as proposed by the county comurissicner of
elections,

eleclors of voter registration lists if 3 mall ballot sent to
their address is returned as nornforwardable 4during the course
of a mall bellot election.

2

1 takes eifect July 1 following eractment., I wousd

I'ne blll pronhibits ceounty commissiconers from purging l
The bi 1

1
pe repealed effective July 1, 1993.

LSB 124458V 74
-11- sc/cf/24




BOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 3, 1991

SENATE FILE 422

amti—3459
ﬁ‘l Amend Senate rfile 422, as passed by the Senate, as
2 foilows:
1. Page 2, lire 24, by inserting after the figure
"49A.6." the fcllowing: "However, 1f an entity other
than a political subdivision 15 responsible Icr tne
payment of election costs, the proposal must e
approved by the entity."
By BLANSHAN of Greene
H-3459 , FILED APRIL 2, 1991

e 9’?{4;-_"/’:.‘/ p -/_/’f 12402 }

SENATE FILE 422

H-3438 _

H Amend Senate File 422, as passed by the Senate, as
follows: '

1. Page 8, line 16, by inserting after the word
"bpallots." the following: "The commissicner shall
notify the voter that the ballot has been received."

By CARPENTER of Polk
H-3438 FILED APRIL 2, 199:

Tl g 1252
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GOVERNOR'S VETO MESSAGE

May 6, 1991
The Honorable Joseph Welsh
President of the Senate
State Capitol Building
LOCAL

Dear Mr. President:

Senate File 422, an act alloiwng certain elections to be conducted by mail ballots,
providing penalties, and providing penalties. and providing for the prospective
repeal of the act, is hereby disapproved and transmitted to you in accordance
with Article III, Section 16, of the Constitution of the State of Jowa.

Senate File 422 establishes 2 procedure to allow certain bailot issue elections
involving counties, cities, school districts, and benefited water districts to be
conducted by mail bailot. The bill limits the situations in which an election could
be conducted by mail ballot to those that are nonpartisan, do not involve the election
of candidates, and those at which qualified voters of the political subdivision would
not he voting at another election the same day. Despite its limited application,
| believe the mail ballot elections procedure provided in this bill is unnecessary
angd increases the potential for voter fraud. '

Individuale must exercise some responsibilities in a democracy. Currently, in
this state there1s little or no inconvenience associated with exercising the privilege
to cast a vote. Registering to vote has become much easier, voting takes place
in the neighborhoods. and absentee ballots provide great convenience to those unable
0 make ii to the poils on election day. These provisions already offer great
accommodations to Iowa voters. Ne evidence has been presented that voters are
disenfranchised by the current process, therefore, I am not convinced of the need
for this type of legisiation.

While attempts were made to build in safeguards. the mail ballot eiection
procedure provided in Senate File 422 would significantly increase the opportunity
for voter fraud. All persons registered to vote would automatically receive a ballot
by mail regardless of their intent ov inlerest in voting in the election. The biil
provides that additizna! ballots could be obtained by persons ciaiming the ballct
previously mailed to them was destroyed, spoiled, lost or not received. The potential
for ahuse of the system, as welil as an increased likelihood of non-valid baliots,
recounts, and challenges of the votes cast, would seriouslv compromise the integrity
of the election process.

For the above reasens. I hereby respectfully disapprove Senate Fiie 422.
Sineerely,

TERRY E. BRANETAD
Governor
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Passed Senate, Date : Passed House, Date
Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays

Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act allowing certain elections to be conducted by mail
ballots, providing penalties, and providing for the
prospective repeal of the Act.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 49A.1 MATL BALLOT ELECTIONS.
An election shall not be conducted under this chapter

unless all of the following apply:

1. The county commissioner responsible under section 47.2
for conducting the election authorizes the use of mail ballots
for the election.

2. The state commissioner of elections approves a written
plan for conduct of the election, which shall include a
written timetable for the conduct of the election, submitted
by the county commissioner,

3. The election is nonpartisan.

4. The election is not one at which any candidate is to be
elected or retained.

5. The election is not held on the same date as another
election in which qualified electors of that political
subdivision of government are eligible to cast ballots.

6. The election is a ballot issue election at which all of
the qualified electors of one of the following political
subdivisions of government are the only electors eligible to
vote:!

a. Counties,

b. Cities.

¢c. School districts, except that an election held pursuant
to chapter 275 shall not be a mail ballot election.

d. Benrefited districts provided in chapters 357 through
357E.

Sec, 2. NEW SECTION. 49A.2 DEFINITIONS.

&s used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise

requires:
1. "Election day" 1s the date established by law on which
a particular election would be held if that election were
being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election,
2. "Mail ballot election" means an election that involves
ballot issues and is conducted in compliance with the
procedures specified in this chapter,

-1-
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3. "“Return affidavit envelope" means an envelope that
contains a secrecy envelope and which is designed to
accomplish both of the following:

a. Allow election officials, upon examination of the
outside of the envelope, to determine that the ballot is being
submitted by someone who is in fact a qualified elector and
who has not already voted.

b. Allow it to be used in the United States mail,

4. "Secrecy envelope" means an envelope used to contain
the elector's ballot and that is designed to conceal the
elector's vote and to prevent the elector's ballot from being
distinguished from the ballots of other electors.

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 459A.3 MAIL BALLOT ELECTION
PROCEDURE.

A mail ballot election shall be conducted substantially as
provided in this chapter. The state commissioner of elections
shall prescribe uniform procedures and forms to be used in the

conduct of mail ballot elections.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTICN. 49A.4 INITIATING A MAIL BALLOT
ELECTION.

A proposal to conduct an election under this chapter may be
initiated by either the county commissioner of elections or

the appropriate governing body as provided in sections 49A.5
and 4934.6.

Sec. S. NEW SECTION. 49A.5 INITIATION BY GOVERNING BODY,

1. If the governing body of a political subdivision
determines that it is economically and administratively
feasible to conduct an election by mail, the governing body,
by resclution, may request that the election be conducted
under the provisions of this chapter by filing the resolution
with the county commissioner not later than seventy days
before the date of the election.

2. The decision to conduct an election under the
provisions of this chapter is within the sole discretion of

the county commissioner.




w ~ v B W R

W W W W W oW Rr RN RN N NN R RN K b b b e b s
B s W O W S e W OO Y D D R O \WD

3. Within five days after receilving a request, the county
commissioner shall respond in writing, stating that the
reguest is either granted or denied for reasons specified. If
granted, the county commissioner shall prepare a plan as
provided in section 4%A.7.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 49A.6 INITIATION BY COUNTY
COMMISSIONER -- OBJECTION.

1. Except as provided in subsection 3, even if no request
has been received from the governing body concerned, the
county commissioner may conduct any election authorized by
this chapter as a mail ballot election if the county
commissioner determines that would be the most economically
and administratively feasible way of conducting the election

in question.

2. If the county commissioner decides to conduct a mail
ballot election pursuant to subsection 1, the county
commissioner shall prepare a written plan as provided in
section 49A.7 and at least sixty days before the date set for
the election shall forward a copy to the governing body
concerned, together with a written statement informing it of
the decision to conduct the election by mail ballot and the
reasons for the decision,

3., The governing body, by resoluticen, may object to the
conduct of the election under this chapter. The resolution
shall include a statement of the reasons for the objection,
If the resolution is filed with the county commissioner not
later than fifty-five days prior to the date set for the
election, the election shall not be conducted under this

chapter,
Sec., 7. NEW SECTION. 49A.7 WRITTEN PLAN FOR CONDUCT OF
ELECTION -- AMENDMENTS -- APPROVAL PROCEDURE.

1. The county commissioner shall prepare a written plan,
including a timetable, for the conduct of a mail ballot
election and shall submit it to the state commissioner of
elections at least sixty days before the da:e set ror the
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election.

2, The plan may be amended by the county commissioner any
time before the thirty-fifth day before election day by
notifying the state commissioner of elections in writing of
any changes.

3. Within five days after receiving the plan, and as soon
as possible after receiving any amendments, the state
commissioner of elections shall approve, disapprove, or
recommend changes to the plan or amendments,

4. When the written plan has been approved, the county
commissioner shall proceed to conduct the election according

to the approved plan.

Sec. 8., NEW SECTION. 49A.8 PUBLICATION OF NOTICE.

The county commissioner shall, not more than ten days and
not less than four days before the date that ballots are to be
mailed, publish notice that a mail ballot election will be

conducted. The notice shall include:

1, The date ballots will be maiied.

2. The last day that an elector can request an absentee
ballot.

3. Voter registration deadlines.

4. Location or locations where mail ballots can be
deposited.

5. Instructions for obtaining a replacement ballot if an
elector's ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not received.

6. The full text of the guestion or questions being voted

It is not necessary to publish a sample ballot.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 4SA.9 MAILING BALLOTS.

1, Official ballots shall be prepared and all other
initial procedures followed as otherwise provided by law,

2. The county commissioner of elections shall mail an
official ballot to every gualified elector of the political
subdivision conducting the election on one date not sooner
than the twentieth day before the date of the election and not
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later than the tenth day before the date of the election., An
exception shall be made for those ballots delivered as
prescribed in section 49A.14,.

3. All ballots shall be mailed by first class mail.

4. Ballot envelopes mailed by the commissioner shall be
addressed to the address of each elector appearing in the
registration records of the political subdivision, and placed

in an envelope which is prominently marked "Do Not Forward"®.

5. The ballot shall contain the following warning:

Any person who, by use of violence, threats of violence, or
any means of duress, procures the vote of an elector for or
against any issue is subject, upon conviction, to imprisonment
or to a fine, or both,

6. The return affidavit envelope shall have printed on it
an affidavit in substantially the following form:

VOTER'S DECLARATION OF ELIGIBILITY
I do solemnly swear or affirm that I am a resident of the
precinct, ward, or township, city of .
county of , TOwa.
I am a gqualified elector. I have not voted and will not
vote any other official ballot for this election.

I understand that any false statement in this declaration
is a criminal offense punishable as provided by law.
DATE SIGNED:

SIGNATURE OF VOTER

ADDRESS
+ IOWA

CITY ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE
7. The return affidavit envelope in which the ballot is
enclosed shall be marked with a serial number. A record shall
be maintained of the serial numbers to verify that the elector
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to whom the ballot is mailed is the elector who returns the
ballot.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 49A.10 REGISTRATION.

The county commissioner shall not mail a ballot under this

chapter to any elector not registered thirty days before the
date of the election. Electors registered after thirty days
before the date of the election, but before the close of
registration, may apply for a ballot under section 49A.11,

Sec, 11. NEW SECTION. 49A.11 REPLACEMENT BALLOTS.

If the mail ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not
received by the elector, the elector may obtain a replacement
bailot from the commissioner as provided in this section. An
elector seeking a replacement ballot shall sign a statement,

on a form prescribed by the state commissioner, that the
ballot was destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not received. The
applicant or the applicant's designee shall gdeliver the
statement to the commissioner before noon on the date of the
election. The applicant may mail the statement to the
commissioner, except a commissioner shall not transmit a
ballot by mail under this section unless the application is
received prior to five p.m. on the fourth day before the
election, When an application is timely received under this
section, the commissioner shall deliver the ballot to the
elector if the elector is present in the office of the
commissioner, or promptly transmit the ballot by mail to the
elector at the address contained in the application, except
when prohibited by this section. When the elector is present
in the commissioner's office, the ballot shall be voted at
that time. The commissioner shall keep a record of each
replacenent ballot provided under this section. If an
elector, having received and voted a replacement ballot as
provided under this section, later finds the lost ballot, the
elector shall return it to the commissioner.

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 49A.12 VOTING AND RETURN OF

BALLOT.
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1. A qualified elector, upon receipt of a mail ballot,
shall mark the baliot in such a manner that no other person
will know how the ballot is marked and shall place it in a
secrecy envelope.

A qualified elector who is blind, cannot read, or because
of a physical disability is unable to mark the ballot, may be
assisted by any person selected by the qualified elector other
than the elector‘'s employer or an agent of the elector's
employer or an officer or agent of the elector's union.

2. The elector shall then place the secrecy envelope
containing the ballot in a return affidavit envelope and sign
and securely seal the return affidavit envelope. The sealed
return affidavit envelope shall be returned to the
commissioner by one of the following methods:

a. The sealed return affidavit envelope may be delivered
by the qualified elector or the elector's designee to the
commissioner's office or a place designated by the
commissioner no later than five p.m. on election day.

b. The sealed return affidavit envelope may be mailed,
postage paid, to the commissioner. In order for the ballot to
be counted, the return affidavit envelope must be received no
later than five p.m, on election day. Before the election the
commissioner shall contact the post office serv.ng the
commissioner's office and shall arrange for return affidavit
envelopes received in that post office by five p.m. on
election day to be delivered to the commissioner's office on
election day.

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 49a.13 ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

1. A qgualified elector who will be absent from the

precinct during the time when the ballots are mailed may do
either of the following:

a. Vote in person in the county commissioner's office as
soon as ballots are available and until noon the day before
the ballots are scheduled to be mailed.

b. Make a written reguest, sigred by the applicant and
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addressed to the county commissioner, that the ballot be
mailed to an address other than that which appears on the

elector's registration record. Written requests shall be
accepted until noon the day before the ballots are scheduled

to be mailed.

2. Ballots mailed to electors pursuant to this section
shall be mailed the same day that all other ballots are
mailed.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION., 49A.14 RECEIPT OF BALLOT --
REGISTRATION VERIFICATION.

When the ballot is returned, the commissioner, or the

commissioner's designees, shall examine the affidavit and the
serial number on the return affidavit envelope to determine
whether the ballot has been returned by the person to whom the
ballot was sent and whether the voter has returned any other
ballots. The return affidavit envelopes shall not be opened
and shall be kept in a secure place until they are delivered
to the precinct election officials on election day.

The commissioner or the commissioner's designees shall
maintain a separate file of unopened return affidavit
envelopes under the following circumstances:

1. If it appears that an elector has cast more than one
ballot.

2. If the name on the affidavit does not correspond with
the name listed under the serial number on the return
affidavit envelope.

3, If it appears that the affidavit is not complete.

4. If the elector is challenged pursuant to section
49A.16.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 49A.1S COUNTING BALLOTS.

Ballots shall be counted by precinct election officials
selected from among the election boards of the jurisdiction

for which the election is being conducted in the manner
prescribed by section 53.23. The commissioner shall supervise
the procedures for the handling, counting, and canvassing of

-8-
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ballots to ensure the safety and confidentiality of all
ballots properly cast.

Sec., 16. NEW SECTION. 49A.16 CHALLENGES.

Votes cast pursuant to this chapter can be challenged in

the manner prescribed by sections 49.79 through 49.81, as
applicable.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 49A.17 CANVASS OF VOTES.

The provisions of chapter 50 relating to canvass of votes

apply to this chapter only to the extent they do not conflict
with the provisions of this chapter. Results shall be
reported without regard to the precinct from which they were
cast,

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 49A.18 OTHER LAWS.

All laws which apply to elections apply to mail ballot
elections held under this chapter to the extent applicable.

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 49A.19 RULES.

The state commissioner of elections shall adopt rules

pursuant to chapter 17A to govern the procedures and forms
necessary to implement this chapter. The authority of the
state commissioner to adopt rules under this chapter shall be
liberally construed.

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 49A,20 MISCONDUCT -- VIOLATIONS --
PENALTIES.

1. A person who, by use of violence, threats of violence,

or any means of duress, procures or endeavors to procure the
vote of an elector for or against any issue commits an
aggravated misdemeanor.

2, A person who viclates or attempts to violate any
provision or requirement of this chapter, for which a penalty
is not otherwise provided, commits a simple misdemeanor.

Sec. 21. Section 39.3, Code 1991, is amended by adding the
following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 1l5. "Mail ballot election" means an
election conducted pursuant to chapter 4%A.

Sec. 22. Section 48.31, subsection 6, Code 1991, is

e ,




‘iii

W ~J O s W

P

W oW W W w w NN NN RN R NN bt e s s e
U o W N - O W m ] Bl W O WD SN YW b W O W

amended to read as follows:

6. When first-class mail, which is designated "not to be
forwarded", was addressed to the elector at the address shown
on the registration records and is returned by,fthe postal

service, except when first-class mail is used in conducting a

mail ballot election.

Sec. 23, NEW SECTION. 422B.5 MAIL BALLOT LOCAL OPTION
TAX ELECTIONS.

Elections at which questions regarding local option taxes
will be submitted to the gualified electors may be conducted
by mail as provided by chapter 49A. All provisions of chapter
4%9A which are not in conflict with this section shall apply.

The county commissioner of elections shall have sole
discretion to initiate a mail ballot election. Objections
shall not be filed if the commissioner determines that it is
economically and administratively feasible to conduct a local
optieon tax election by mail,

The costs of local option tax elections conducted by mail
shall be divided among the jurisdictions wvoting on the tax.
The percentage of the cost of the election to be paid by the
jurisdiction shall be the same as the jurisdiction's
percentage of the qualified electors receiving ballots in the
election,

Sec. 24, PROSPECTIVE REPEAL. This Act is repealed
effective July 1, 1993. The Code editor shall return the
sections of this Act, which are not newly enacted, to the same
language, as nearly as possible, in effect prior to the
effective date of this Act.

EXPLANATION

This bill creates a new chapter 49A and establishes a
procedure for certain elections to be conducted primarily by
mailed ballots., To qualify for this method of election, the
election of a specified political subdivision (county, city.,
school district, or benefited district) must be the only
election scheduled, must not involve candidates, must be

-10-
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nonpartisan, and must be conducted pursuant to a plan proposed .

by the county commissioner of elections (county auditor) and
approved by the state commissioner of elections (secretary of
state).

Provislon is made for the governing body of the affected
political subdivision to reject the use of mail ballots for
the election as proposed by the county commissioner of
elections.

The bill prohibits county commissioners from purging
electors off voter registration lists if a mail ballot sent to
their address is returned as nonforwardable during the course
of a mail ballot election.

The bill takes effect July 1 following enactment., It would
be repealed effective July 1, 1993.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY

This pill is modeled after laws of other states, primarily
Kansas and Montana. It 1is intended to provide county
commissioners of elections with an alternative means of
conducting nornpartisan, noncandidate elections, Mail ballot
elections have been used in a number of states and have proven
effective in decreasing the cost of elections while increasing
voter participation. Mail ballot elections have proven to be
popular with both voters and election officials in these
states.

This bill provides for a two-year test period in Iowa.
Unless action is taken by the legislature, the measure will
automatically be repealed July 1, 1993. However, the
experience in other states incdicates that the sunset provision
is repealed before expiration of the law.

This bill allows the county commissioner of elections the
authority to determine when and if a mail ballot election will
be used. However, mail ballot elections cannot be called when
any candidate for any office is on the ballot, The governing
body of the affecced political subdivision may reject the

_ll..
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SENATE FILE 422

AN ACT
ALLOWENG CERTAIN ELECTIONS TQ BE CONDUCTED BY MAIL BALLOTS,
PROVIDING PENALTIES, AND PROVIDING FOR TRE PROSPECTIVE
REPEAL OF THE ACT.

BE [T EMACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THL STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. NEW SECTION, 49A.1 MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONWS.

An election shall not be conducted under this chapter
unless all of the following apply:

1. The county commissionet responslble under section 47.2
for conducting the election authorizes the use of mall ballotrs
for the election,

2. The state commissioner of elections approves a wrltten
plan for conduct of the election, which shall lnclude a
written timetable for the conduct of the election, submitted
by the county commlissioner.

3. The election is nonpartisan.

@ i/
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4. The election is not one at which any candidate is to
elected or retained.

S, The election is not held on the same date as another
election in which qualified electors of that political
subdivision of government are eligible to cast ballots.

6. The election is a ballot issue election at which all of
the qualified electors of one of the fFollowing political
subdivisions of government are the only electors etigible to
vote:

a, Counties.

b, Cltles.

c. School districts, except that an election held pucrsuant
to chapter 273% shall not be a mail ballot election.

d. Benefited districts provided in chapters 3%7 through
397E.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 49A.2 DEFINITIONS,

As used in this chapter, unless the context othetwise
requires:

1. “Election day" is the date established by law on whlch
a particular election would be held L€ that election were
being conducted by means other than a mail ballot election.

2. "Mail ballor election” means an election that involves
ballot 1ssues and is conducted in compliance with the
procedures specified in this chapter.

3. "Return affidavit envelope® teans an envelope that
contains a secrecy envelope and which 13 designed to
accomplish both of the followling:

a. Allow election officials, upon examination of the
outside of the envelopes, to determine that the ballot is belng
submitted by someone who is in fact a qualiflied elector and
who has not already voted,

b. Allow Lt to be used in the United States mail.

4. "Secrecy envelope” means an envelope used to contain
the elector's ballot and that is designed to conceal the
elector's vote and to prevent the elector's ballot from being
distinguished from the ballots of other electors.
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Sec. 3. NEW SECTION., 49A.3 MAIL BALLOT ELECTION
PROCEDURE.

A mail ballot election shall be conducted substantially as
provided ln this chapter. The atate commisaioner of elections
ghall prescribe uniform procedures and forms to be used in the
conduct of mall ballot elections.

Sec., 4. HNEW SECTION. 49A.4 INITIATING A MAIL BALLOT
ELECTION,

A proposal to conduct an election under this chapter may be
initiated by either the county commissioner of elections or
the appropriate governing body as provided in sectionas 49A.5
and 49A.6.

Sec. 5. MNEW SECTION. 49A.5 IMITIATION BY GOVERNING BODY.

1. If the governing body of a political subdivision
determines that it is economically and adminiatratively
feasible Yo conduct an election by mail, the governing body,
by resclution, may request that the election be conducted
under the provisions of this chapter by filing the resolution
with the county commissionec not later than seventy days
before the date of the election.

2. The decision to conduct an election under the
provisions of this chapter is within the sole discretion of
the ¢ounty comnissioner.,

3. #ithin five days after receliving a request, the county
cormissionar shall respond in weiting, stating that the
request is either granted or denied for reasons specified, [f
granted, the county commiasioner shall prepare a plan as
provided Ln sectlon 49A.7.

Sec. 6. 49A.6 INITIATION BY COUNTY
COMMISSIONER -- OBJECTIONM.

1. Except as provided in subsection 3, even If no request
has been recelved from the governing body concerned, the
county commigsioner may conduct any election authorized by
this chapter as a mail ballot election if the county
commissioner determines that would be the most economically
and administratively feasible way of conducting the election
in question,

Senate File 422, p. 4

2. 1f the county commissioner decides to conduct a maitl
ballot election pursuant to subsection 1, the county
cormissioner shall prepare a written plan as provided in
section 49A.7 and at least sixty days before the date set for
the election shall forward a copy to the governing body
concerned, together with a written statement informing it of
the decislon to conduct the election by mail ballot and the
reasons for the decision,

3. The governing body, by resolution, may object to the
conduct of the election under this chapter. The resolution
shall include a statement of the reasons for the objection,
If the resolution is Filed with the county commissioner not
later than flfty-five days prior to the date set for the
election, the election shall not be conducted under thils
chapter.

sec. 7., MNEW SECTION. 49A.7 WRITTEN PLAN FOR CONDUCT QF
ELECTION -- AMENDMENTS ~-- APPROVAL PROCEDURE.

1. The county commissioner shall prepare a written plan,
including a timetable, for the conduct of a mail ballot
election and shall submit it to the state commiggioner of
elections at least sixty days before the date set for the
election,

2. The plan may be amended by the coumnty conmissioner any
time before the thirty~£fifth day before election day by
notifying the state commissioner of electlons in writing of
any changes.

3. Within five days after tecelving the plan, and as soon
an possible after receiving any amendments, the state
commissioner of elections shall approve, disapprove, or
recomnend changes to the plan or amendmeats.

4, When the written plan has been approved, the couaty

cormissioner shall proceed to conduct the election according
to the approved plan.

$ec. 8., NEW SECTIOM. 49A.8 PUBLICATION OF NOTICE.

The county commissioner shall, not core than ten days and
not less than four days before the date that ballots are to be
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ralled, publish notice that a mail ballot election will be
conducted. The notice shall include:

1. The date ballots will be mailed,

2. The last day that an elector can regquest an absentee
ballot.

3, vVoter registration deadlines,

4. Location or leocations where mail ballots can be
deposited.

S. Instructions for obtaining a replacement ballot if amn
elector’'s ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not recelved.

6. The full text of the question or questions being voted
on.

It is not necessary to publish a sample ballot,

Sec., 9. NEW SECTION. 49A.9 HAILING BALLOTS.

1. Official ballots shall be prepared and all other
initial procedures followed as otherwise provided by law.

2. The county commigsioner of elections shall mail an
official ballot to every qualified elector of the political
subdivision conducting the election on one date not sooner
than the twentieth day before the date of the election and not
later than the tenth day before the date of the election. An
exception shall be made for those ballots delivered as
prescribed in section 49A.14,

3. All pallots shall be mailed by first class mail.

4. Ballot envelopes malled by the commissioner shal) be
addressed to the addreas of each elector appearing in the
registtation records of the political subdivision, and placed
in an envelope which is prominently marked “Do Not Porward™,

5. The ballot shall contain the following warning:

Any person who, by use of viclence, threats of violence, or
any means of duress, prccures the vote of an elector for ot
agalnst any issue ls subject, wpon conviction, to imprisonment
or to a fine, or both.

6. The teturn affidavit envelope shall have printed on it
an affidavit in substantially the following form:

VOTER'S DECLARATIOY OF ELIGIBILITY

Senate File 422, p. 6

1 do solemnly awear or affirm that I am a resident of the
_ precinct, ward, or township, city of '
county ot o Yowa,

I am a gualified elector, I have not voted and will not
vote any cother official ballot fot this electieon.

I understand that any fatse statement in this declacation
i3 a criminal offense punishable as provided by law.

DATE SIGNED:

SIGNATURE OF VOTER

ADDRESS
+ T0WA

cITyY ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE

7. The return affidavit envelope in which the ballot is
enclosed shall be marked with a serial number. A record shall
be maintained of the serial numbers to verify that the elector
to whom the ballot is mailed 1s the elector who returns the
ballok,

Sec., 20, NEW SECTION., 49A.10 REGISTRATION.

The county commissioner shall not mail a ballot under this
chapter to any elector not registered thirty days before the
date ¢of the election. Electors registered after thirty days
before the date of the election, but before the close of
registration, may apply for a ballot under gection 49A.11.

Sec. 11. NWEW SECTICN. 49A.11 REPLACEMENT BALLOTS.

1€ the mail ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not
receivad by the elector, the elector may obtain & replacement
ballot from the commissioner as provided in this section. An
elector seeking a replacement ballot shall sign a statement,
on a form prescribed by the state commisaloner, that the
ballot was destroyed, spoiled, loak, or not received. The
appiicaant or the appllcant's designee shall deliver the
statement to the commissioner before noon on the date of the

ey 4S5
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election. The applicant may mail the statement to the
commiasioner, except a commiassioner shall not transmit a
ballot by mail under this section unless the application is
teceived prior to five p.m. on the fourth day before the
election, When an application is timely received under this
section, the commissioner shall deliver the ballot to the
elector if the elector is present in the office of the
commissioner, or promptly transmit the ballot by mail to the
elector at the address contained in the appllcation, except
when prohiblited by this section. When the elector is present
in the commissioner‘s office, the ballot shall be woted at
that tice. The commissioner shall keep a record of each
ceplacement ballot provided under this section. 1If an
elector, having received and voted a replacement ballot as
provided under this section, later £inds the loat ballot, the
elector shall return it to the commissioner.

Sec. 12. NEW SBECTION. 49A.12 VOTING AND RETURN OF
BALLOT.

1. A qualified elector, upon receipt of a mail ballot,
shall mack the ballet la such a manner that no other person
will know how the ballot is marked and shall place it in a
secrecy envelope.

A qualified elector who is blind, cannot read, or because
of a physical disability is unable to mark the ballot, may be
assisted by any person selected by the qualified elector other
than the elector's ewmployer or an agent of the elector's
employer or an officer or agent of the elector's union.

2. The elector shall then place the secrecy envelope
containing the ballot in a return affidavit envelope and sign
and gecurely seal the return affidavit envelope. The sealed
ceturn aftfidavit envelope shall be raturned to the
commissioner by one of the following methods:

4. The sealed return affidavit envelope may be delivered
by the qualified elector or the elector's designee to the
comnissioner's office or a place designated by the
commissioner no later than five p.m. on election day.

Senate File 422, p. 8

b. The sealed return affidavit envelope may be mailed,

postage paid, to the commissionar. In order for the ballot to
be counted, the return affidavit envelope must be received no
later than five p.m. on election day. Before the election the
commissioner shall contact the post office serving the
commissioner's office and shall arrange for return aféidavit
envelopes received in that post offtce by Five p.-m. on
election day to be delivered to the commissioner's office on
election day.

Sec. 13. HNEW SECTION, 49A.13 ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

1. A gqualified elector who will be absent from the
preclnct during the time when the ballots are mailed may do
either of the following:

a. Vote in person Ln the county commissioner's office as
s00n as ballots are available and until noon the day before
the ballots are scheduled to be mailed.

b. #Hake a written request, slgned by the applicant and
addressed to the county commissioner, that the ballot be
mailed to an address other than that which appears on the
elector's veglstration record. wWritten requests shall be
accepted until noon the day before the ballots are scheduled
to be malled,

2. Ballots mailed to electors putsuant to this section
shall be malled the same day that all other ballots are
mailed.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION, 49A.l4 RECEIPT OF BALLQOT -~
REGISTRATION VERIFICATION,

When the ballot is returned, the commissioner, or the
commissioner's deslignees, shall examine the affidavit and the
serial number on the return affidavit envelope to determine
whether the ballot has been returned by the person to whom the
ballot was seat and whether the voter has returned any other
ballots. The return affidavit envelopes shall not be opened
and shall bhe kept ln a secure place until they are delivered
to the preclact election officials on election day.
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The commissioner or the commiesioner's designees shall
maintaln a separate file of unopened retucrn affidavit
envelopes under the following clrcumstances:

1. If it appears that an elector has cast more than one
ballot.

2, IEf the name on the atfidavit does not correspond with
the name listed under the serial number on the return
affidavit envelope.

3. If it appears that the atfidavit is not complete.

4, If the elector ie challenged pursuant to section
49A.16,

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 49A.1% COUNTING BALLOTS.

Ballota shall be counted by precinct election officials
selected from among the election boards of the jurlsdliction
for which the election ia being conducted in the manner
prascribed by section 53.23. The commissioner shall supervise
the procedures for the handling, counting, and canvassing of
ballots to ensure the safety and confldentlality of all
ballots properly cast.

Sec., 16. NEW SECTION. 49A.16 CHALLENGES.

Votes cast purauant to this chapter can be challenged in
the manner prescribed by sectlons 49.79% through 49.81, as
applicable.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION., 49A.17 CANVASS OF VOTES.

The provialons of chapter 50 relating to canvass of votes
apply to this chapter only to the extent they do not conflict
with the provislons of this chapter. Results shall be
reported without regard to the precinct from which they were
cast.

Sec., 18. HNEW SECTION. 49A.18 OTHER LAWS.

All lawa which apply to elections apply to mall ballot
elections held under this chapter to the extent applicable.

Sec., 19. NEW SECTION. 49A.19 RULES.

The state cornmissioner of electlons shall adopt rtules
pursuant to chapter 17A to govern the procedures and forms
necesnscy to implement this chapter. The authority of the
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state commissioner to adopt rules under this chapter shall be
liberally construed,

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 49A.20 MISCONDUCT -- VIOLATIONS --
PENALTIES.

1. A person who, by use of violence, threats of vioclence,
or any means of duress, procures or endeavors to procure the
vote of an elector for or agalnst any lssue commits an
aggravated misdemeanor.

2. A person who violates or attempts to violate any
provision or requicrement of thls chapter, for which a penaley
{8 not otherwise provided, commitas a simple misdemeanor.

Sec. 21, Section 39,3, Code 1991, 1s amended by adding the
tollowing new subsection:

HEW SUBSECTION. 15, "Mail ballot electlon"” means an
election conducted pursuant to chapter 49A.

Sec. 22. Sectlon 48.31, subsection 6, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

6. When first-class mall, which is dealgnated "not to be
forwarded®, was addressed to the elector at the address shown
on the reglstratlon records and la returned by the postal
service, except when Elrat-class mall is used in conducting a
mall ballot alection.

Sec. 23. NEW SECTION., 422B.5 MAIL BALLOT LOCAL OPTION
TAX EBLECTIONS.

Elections at which questions regarding local optlon taxes
will be submitted to the qualified electors may be conducted
by mail ae provided by chapter 494, All provisions of chapter
49A which are not in conflict with this section shall apply.

The county comnlssioner of elections shall have sole
discretion to initlate a mall batlot eiectlon, Objections
shall not be filed {f the commissloner determines that {t is
economically and administratively feaslble to conduct a local
option tax election by mall.

The costs of local option tax elections conducted by cail
shall be divided among the jurisdictlons voting on the tax.
The peccentage of the coet of the election to be paid by the
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jurisdiction shall be the same as the jurisdiction's
percentage of the qualified electors receiving ballots in the
election. .

Sec. 24. PROSPECTIVE REPEAL. This Act is repealed
effective July 1, 1993. The Code editor shall return the
sections of this Act, which are not newly enacted, to the same
language, as nearly as possible, in effect prior to the
effective date of this Act.
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