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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act requiring the sterilization of dogs and cats adopted from 

2 animal shelters and pounds. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. _~ H.F. __ 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 162.20 MANDATORY STERILIZATION. 1 

2 1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise 

3 requires: 

4 a. "Adoption" means the transfer of ownership of an animal 

5 from an animal shelter or pound to a person assuming the 

6 permanent care and custody of the animal. Adoption does not 

7 include the return of an animal to the custody of the animal's 

8 owner. 

9 b. "Animal" means a domestic animal belonging to the 

10 feline or canine species which is capable of producing 

1) offspring. 

12 c. "Sterilize" means to surgically neuter or spay an 

13 animal. 

14 d. "Veterinarian" means a veterinarian licensed pu~suallt 

15 to chapter 169. 

16 2. The release of an anima~ maintained at an animal 

11 shelter or pound to a person Eor adoption shall be conditioned 

18 upon the steriliza:ion of the animal. The animal 5he:~er or 

19 pOllnd shall either arrange for the sterilization or require 

20 that the person adopting the animal 3rrange Eor the 

21 steriiizatioll. 

22 veterinarian. 

The sterilizatio!1 must be perforxerl by a 

The anic;al shelter Or pound sr.a': req;;i,e a 

23 deposit [rom the person adopting ~:~ animd~ a:ld arr31~gi~q [O~ 

24 its sterilization. A deposit sha:l ~ct be less thd~ f~f:ec~ 

25 dollars for e~ch animal adopted. The amount dep~sitet sharI 

20 be ret,l..:r7ieC to the ?f!:' !:.: 0(; upor. present.at-.':'on 0: a w::i~;_e;: 

27 state~pn~ sig~eJ by , veteri~a~~an which cer~~fieR t~dL ~~e 

28 adopted dnimal ~as been 5teril~zed by :h~ vetcr~llar':'al~. A:l 

12 .:..s ~all?r. 
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S.F. H. f. 

~l arrange Eor the sterilization of an adopted animal with a 

2 specific veterinarian or from a list of veterinarians. The 

3 animal shelter or pound may recommend one or more 

4 veterinarians who perform sterilizations. 

5 4. 

6 pound, 

Upon violation of this section by an animal shelter or 

the department may suspend or revoke a certificate of 

7 registration issued pursuant to section 162.3 or 162.4. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill requires that an animal shelter or pound must 

10 sterilize a dog or cat beEore releasing the animal for 

11 adoption. As an alternative, the shelter or pound may reqUIre 

12 that the person adopting the animal arrange for the 

13 sterilization. Any sterilization must be performed by a 

14 licensed veterinarian. If the alternative met:lod is elected, 

15 the adopting person must deposit at least $15 with the animal 

_16 .7 Shelter or pounc. 

prese~tati~n of a 

The ~oney must be returned upon 

licensed veterinarian certificatior. that the 

18 veterinarian performed the sterilization. The bill prohibits 

:9 an animal shelter or pound from requiring that tile adoptlng 

20 perse,) seek a spec~fic veterinarian to perform the 

21 sterilization. The bi;.l also does not require ste[il~za~ion 

22 or an aniw.al returnee Lo the custody of the anima:'s ow~er. 

23 Upon violation of this section by an animal sheeter or 

24 pound, the department of agricultllre and land stewardship may 

25 suspend or revoke a certificate of registration issued t~ the 

26 shelter or pound. 

27 The b~ll :nay include a sta~.e mandate as def inec ?u:,-s'.:a!:t :-.0 

28 chapter 258. 
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