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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the installation of smoke detectors in

2 multiple-unit residential buildings and single-family

3 dwellings and making penalties applicable.

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 100.18, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code
1991, is amended to read as follows:

b. "Multiple-unit residential building" means a
residential building, an apartment house, or a portion of a
building or an apartment house with fewr two or more units,
hotel, motel, dormitory, or rooming house.

Sec. 2. Section 100.18, subsection 2, Code 1991, is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

2. a. Except as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit
residential buildings and single-family dwellings the
construction of which is bequn on or after July 1, 1991, shall
include the installation of smoke detectors in compliance with
the rules established by the state fire marshal under
subsection 5.

b. The rules shall require the installation of smoke
detectors in existing single-family rental units and multiple-
unit residential buildings. Existing single-family dwelling
units shall be equipped with approved smoke detectors. A
person who files for a homestead credit pursuant to chapter
425 shall certify that the single-family dwelling unit for
which the credit is filed has a smoke detector installed in
compliance with this section, or that one will be installed
within thirty days of the date the filing for the credit is
made. The state fire marshal shall adopt rules and establish
appropriate procedures for the distribution and filing of such
certificates with the state fire marshal.

c. An owner or an owner's agent of a multiple-unit resi-
dential building or single-family dwelling shall supply light-
emitting smoke detectors, upon request, for a tenant with a
hearing impairment. , .

Sec. 3. Section 100.18, subsection 3, Code 1991, is
amended by striking the subsection.

Sec. 4. Section 100.18, subsection 5, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:
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5. The state fire marshal shall enforce the requirements
of subsection 2 and shait may implement a program of
inspections to monitor compliance with the provisions of that
subsection. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall
issue a written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-

unit residential building or single-family dwelling informing

the owner or manager of compliance or noncompliance with this
section. The state fire marshal may contract with any
political subdivision without fee assessed to either the state
fire marshal or the political subdivision, for the performance
of the inspection and notification responsibilities. The
inspections authorized under this section are limited to the
placement, repair, and operability of smoke detectors. Any
broader inspection authority is not derived from this section.
The state fire marshal shall adopt rules under chapter 17A as
necessary to enforce this section including rules concerning
the placement of smoke detectors and the use of acceptable
smoke detectors. The smoke detectors shall display a label or
other identification issued by an approved testing agency or
another label specifically approved by the state fire marshal.
Phe-state-fire-marshat-shati-not-require-other-than-singte-
statton-smoke-detectors<—-if-smoke-detectors-are-net-required
under-subsection-4-due-to-the-presence-of-an-auntomatic-smoke
detection-systemy;—the-state-fire-marshat-shatt-not-requtre
other-than-the-auntomatic-smoke-detection-system~

Sec. 5. Section 100.18, subsection 7, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

7. If a smoke detector is found to be inoperable the owner
or manager of the multiple-unit residential building or

single-family dwelling shall correct the situation within

fourteen days after written notification to the owner or
manager by the tenant, guest, roomer, state fire marshal, fire
marshal's subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments,
building inspectors, or other fire, building, or safety

officials. 1If the owner or manager of a multiple-unit
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residential building fails to correct the situation within the

fourteen days the tenant, guest, or roomer may cause the smoke
detector to be repaired or purchase and install a stnrgte-
statton smoke detector required under this section and may
deduct the repair cost or purchase price from the next rental
payment or payments made by the tenant, guest, or roomer.
However, a lessor or owner may require a lessee, tenant,
guest, or roomer who has a residency of longer than thirty
days to provide the battery for a battery operated smoke
detector.

Sec. 6. Section 100.18, subsection 9, unnumbered paragraph
2, Code 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph.

EXPLANATION

This bill amends the definition of multiple-unit
residential building to mean one with two or more, rather than
four or more, units. It also requires that newly constructed
single-family homes and multiple-unit residential units have
smoke detectors installed. Smoke detectors would also be
required in existing homes and in existing single-family
rental units and multiple-unit residential units. The bill
also requires a person who files for a homestead credit to
certify that the home for which credit is filed has a smoke
detector installed, or that one will be installed within 30
days of the filing for credit. The bill also removes the
existing exemption from the requirements of the bill for an
owner-occupied unit or room. Owners or their agents are
required to provide light-emitting smoke detectors upon
request for a hearing impaired person. Violation of the

bill's provisions would be a simple misdemeanor.
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Approved '

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the installation of smoke detectors in
multiple-unit residential buildings and single-family
dwellings and making penalties applicable.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 100.18, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code
1991, is amended to read as follows:

b. “Multiple-unit residential building" means a
residential building, an apartment house, or a portion of a
building or an apartment house with feur two or more units,
hotel, motel, dormitory, or rooming house.

Sec. 2, Section 100.18, subsection 2, Code 1881, 1is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

2. a. Except as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit
residential buildings and single-family dwellings the
construction of which is begun on or after July 1, 1991, shall
include the installation of smoke detectors in compliance with
the rules established by the state fire marshal under
subsection 5.

b. The rules shall reqguire the installation of smoke
detectors in existing single-family rental units and multiple-
unit residential buildings. Existing single~-family dwelling
units shall be equipped with approved smoke detectors upon
sale or transfer of title of such units at the seller's or
transferor's expense.

c. An owner or an owner's agent of a multiple-unit resi-
derntial building or single-family dwelling shall supply light-
emitting smoke detectors, upon reguest, for a tenant with a
hearing impairment.

Sec. 3. Section 100,18, subsection 3, Code 1991, is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

3. An owner-occupied unit or room, other than a single-
family dwelling, construction of which is begun on or after
July 1, 1991, is exempt from the requirements of the section.

Sec. 4. Section 100.18, subsection 5, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

S. The state fire marshal shall enforce the requirements
of subsection 2 and shaii may implement a program of
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inspections to monitor compliance with the provisions of that
subsection. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall

issue a written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-
unit residential building or single-family dwelling informing

the owner or manager of compliance or noncompliance with this

section. The state fire marshal may contract with any
political subdivision without fee assessed to either the state
fire marshal or the political subdivision, for the performance
of the inspection and notification responsibilities. The
inspections authorized under this section are limited to the
placement, repair, and operability of smoke detectors. Any
broader inspection authority is not derived from this section.
The state fire marshal shall adopt rules under chapter l17A as
necessary to enforce this section including rules concerning
the placement of smoke detectors and the use of acceptable
smoke detectors. The smoke detectors shall display a label or
other identification issued by an approved testing agency or
another label specifically approved by the state fire marshal.
Phe-starte-fire-marshat-shati-not-require-sther-than-singie-
station-smoke-detactorscs--if-amoke-deteactors-are-not-reguired
under-subsection-4-due-to-the-presence-sf-an-automatic-smoke
detecrion-system;-the-state-fire-marshat-shali-not-require
other-than-the-automatic-smoke-deteceion-systems

Sec. 5. Section 100.18, subsection 7, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows: '

7. If a smoke detector is found to be inoperable the owner
or manager of the multiple-unit residential building or
singlie-family dwelling shall correct the situation within
fourteen days after written notification to the owner or
manager by the tenant, guest, roomer, state fire marshal, fire
marshal's subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments,

building inspectors, or other fire, building, or safety
officials. 1If the owner or manager of a multiple-unit
residential building fails to correct the situation within the

fourteen days the tenant, guest, or roomer may cause the smoke
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detector to be repaired or purchase and install a singite- .
station smoke detector required under this section and may

deduct the repair cost or purchase price from the next rental

payment or payments made by the tenant, guest, or roomer.

However, a lessor or owner may reqguire a lessee, tenant,
guest, or roomer who has a residency of longer than thirty
days to provide the battery for a battery operated smoke
detector,

Sec. 6. Section 100.18, subsection 9, unnumbered paragraph
2, Code 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph.

EXPLANATION

This bill amends the definition of multiple-unit
residential building to mean one with two or more, rather than
four or more, units. It also requires that newly constructed
single-family homes and multiple-unit residential units have
smoke detectors installed. Smoke detectors would also be
required at the time of sale of existing homes and in existing
single-family rental units and multiple-unit residential ' .
units. Owners or their agents are required to provide light-
emitting smoke detectors upon request for a hearing impaired
person. Violation of the bill's provisions would be a simple
misdemeanor.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY

Smoke detectors are invaluable in the early detection of
fires by alerting residents in time to evacuate the premises.
Costs are estimated to be approximately $50 to $125 per level
in new homes and $15 per level in existing homes.
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SENATE FILE 383

AN ACT
RELATING TO THE INSTALLATION OF SMOKE DETECTORS I[N MULTIPLE-
UNIT RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS AND SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS AND
MAKING PENALTIES APPLICABLE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I[OWA:

Section 1. Section 100.18, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code
1991, ls amended to read as Eollows:

b, *“Mylriple-unit residential building" means a
residential building, an apartment house, or a pottlon of a
building ot an apartment houae with fewr two or more waits,
hotel, motel, dormitory, or rooming house.

Sec. 2. Section 100.18, 3subsection 2, Code 1991, is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting ln lieu
thereof the €ollowing:

2. a. BExcept as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit
residential bulldings and single-family dwellings the

Senate File 383, p, 2

construction of which is begun on or after July L., 1991, shall
include the installarion of smoke detectors in compliance with
the rules established by the state fire marshal under
subsection 5.

b. The rules shall reguire the installation of smoke
detectors in existing single-family rental units and multiple-
unit residential buildings., Existing single-family dwelling
units shall be equipped with approved smoke detectors. A
person who files for a homestead credit pursuant to chapter
425 shall certify that the single-family dwelling unit for
which the credit is filed has a smoke detector installed in
compliance with this section, or that one will be installed
within thirty days of the date the filing for the credit is
made. The atate fire marshal shall adopt rules and establish
appropriate procedures for the distribution and £iling of such
certificates with the state Eire marshal,

c. An owner or an owner's agent of a mulriple-unit resi-
dential building or single-family dwelling shall supply light-
emitting smoke detectors, upon reqguest, for a tenant with a
hearing impaitment.

Sec. 3. Section 100,18, subsectlon 3, Code 1991, is
amended by striking the subsection.

Sec, 4. Section L100.18, subsection 5, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

5. ‘The state Eire marshal shall enforce the requircrements
of subsection 2 and shait may implement a progtam of
lnspections to monitor compliance with the provisions of that
subsection. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall
issue a written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-

wnit residential building or single-family dwelling informing

the owner ot manager of compliance or noncompliance with this
section. The state €ire marshal may contract with any
political subdivision without fee assessed to either the state
fire marshal or the political subdivision, for the performance
of the inspection and notification responsibilities, The
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inspections authorized under this section are limited to the
placement, repair, and operability of smoke detectors. Any
broader inspection authority is not derived from this section.
The state fire marshal shall adopt cules under chaptee 17A as
necessary to enforce this section including rules concerning
the placement of smoke detectors and the use of acueptaple
scoke detectors. The smoke detectors shall display a label oy
other identification Issued by an approved testing agency ot
ancther label specifically approved by the state fire marshal.
The-state-fire-marshai-shali-not-require-ather-than-singie-
statron-smoke~detectoray--ff-amoke-detectora-are-not-requiced
under-subsection-4-dve-to-the-presence-of-an-sutomatic-smske
detection-systemy-the-state-fire-marshal-shati-not-requite
other-chan-the-astomatic-amake-detestion-systems

Sec, 5. Section l00.18, subsection T, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

7, 1f a smoke detector is found to be inoperable the owner
or manager of the multiple-unit residential building ot
toueteen days after written notification to the owner or
manager by the tenant, guest, roomer, state fire marshal, fire
marshal's subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments,
building inspectors, ocr othet fite, building, or safery
officials. [f the owner or manager of a multiple-unit
Tesidential building fails to correct the situation within the
fourteen days the tLenant, guest, or roomer may cauge the smoke
detector to be repaired or purchase and install a sitngie-
stattan snoke detector reguired under this section and may
deduct the repair cost or purchase price from the next rental
payment or payments made by the tenant, guest, or rocmer.
However, a4 lessor or owner may require a loscee, tenant,
guest, or roomer who has a residency of longer than thicty
days to provide the vatrery for a battery operated smoke
detector.
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Sec. 6. Section 100.18, subgection 9, unnumbered paragraph
2, Code 1951, iy amended by striking the paragrapdh.

JOE J. WELSH
President of the Senate

ROBERT €. ARNQULD
Speaker of the House

1 hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is Known as Senate File 183, Seventy-fourth General Assembly,

JOHN F, DWYER
secretary of the Senate

R
Approved C%/h( 2_?_, 1291

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
Govetnot




