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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the installation of smoke detectors in 

2 multiple-unit residential buildings and single-family 

3 dwellings and making penalties applicable. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.P. ~33 H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 100.18, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

2 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. "Multiple-unit residential building" means a 

4 residential building, an apartment house, or a portion of a 

5 building or an apartment house with fetlr two or more units, 

6 hotel, motel, dormitory, or rooming house. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 100.18, subsection 2, Code 1991, is 

8 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

9 thereof the following: 

10 2. a. Except as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit 

11 residential buildings and single-family dwellings the 

12 construction of which is begun on or after July 1, 1991, shall 

13 include the installation of smoke detectors in compliance with 

14 the rules established by the state fire marshal under 

15 subsection 5. 

16 b. The rules shall require the installation of smoke 

17 detectors in existing single-family rental units and multiple-

18 unit residential buildings. Existing single-family dwelling 

19 units shall be equipped with approved smoke detectors. A 

20 person who files for a homestead credit pursuant to chapter 

21 425 shall certify that the single-family dwelling unit for 

22 which the credit is filed has a smoke detector installed in 

23 compliance with this section, or that one will be installed 

24 within thirty days of the date the filing for the credit is 

25 made. The state fire marshal shall adopt rules and establish 

26 appropriate procedures for the distribution and filing of such 

27 certificates with the state fire marshal. 

28 c. An owner or an owner's agent of a multiple-unit resi-

29 dential building or single-family dwelling shall supply light-

30 emitting smoke detectors, upon request, for a tenant with a 

31 hearing 
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35 amended to read as follows: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 5. The state fire marshal shall enforce the requirements 

2 of subsection 2 and ~haii may implement a program of 

3 inspections to monitor compliance with the provisions of that 

4 subsection. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall 

5 issue a written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-

6 unit residential building or single-family dwelling informing 

7 the owner or manager of compliance or noncompliance with this 

8 section. The state fire marshal may contract with any 

9 political subdivision without fee assessed to either the state 

10 fire marshal or the political subdivision, for the performance 

11 of the inspection and notification responsibilities. The 

12 inspections authorized under this section are limited to the 

13 placement, repair, and operability of smoke detectors. Any 

14 broader inspection authority is not derived from this section. 

15 The state fire marshal shall adopt rules under chapter 17A as 

16 necessary to enforce this section including rules concerning 

17 the placement of smoke detectors and the use of acceptable 

18 smoke detectors. The smoke detectors shall display a label or 

19 other identification issued by an approved testing agency or 

20 another label specifically approved by the state fire marshal. 

21 ~he-~tate-f±~e-ffiar~hai-~haii-ftet-~eqtl±~e-ether-thaft-~iftgie-

22 ~tatieft-~ffie~e-deteete~~.--f£-~ffie~e-deteete~~-a~e-ftet-~eqtlired 

23 tlftder-~tlb~eetieft-4-dtle-te-the-pre~eftee-e£-aft-atlteffiat±e-~ffie~e 

24 deteetieft-~y~teffi,-the-~tate-£±re-ffia~~hai-~haii-ftet-~eqtl±~e 

25 ethe~-thaft-the-atlteffiatie-~me~e-deteet±eft-~y~teffi. 

26 Sec. 5. Section 100.18, subsection 7, Code 1991, is 

27 amended to read as follows: 

28 7. If a smoke detector is found to be inoperable the owner 

29 or manager of the multiple-unit residential building or 

30 single-family dwelling shall correct the situation within 

31 fourteen days after written notification to the owner or 

32 manager by the tenant, guest, roomer, state fire marshal, fire 

33 marshal's subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments, 

34 building inspectors, or other fire, building, or safety 

35 officials. If the owner or manager of a multiple-unit 

-2-



S.P. 233 H.P. 

1 residential building fails to correct the situation within the 

2 fourteen days the tenant, guest, or roomer may cause the smoke 

3 detector to be repaired or purchase and install a ~iMgle-

4 ~tatieft smoke detector required under this section and may 

5 deduct the repair cost or purchase price from the next rental 

6 payment or payments made by the tenant, guest, or roomer. 

7 However, a lessor or owner may require a lessee, tenant, 

8 guest, or roomer who has a residency of longer than thirty 

9 days to provide the battery for a battery operated smoke 

10 detector. 

11 Sec. 6. Section 100.18, subsection 9, unnumbered paragraph 

12 2, Code 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

13 EXPLANATION 

14 This bill amends the definition of multiple-unit 

15 residential building to mean one with two or more, rather than 

16 four or more, units. It also requires that newly constructed 

17 single-family homes and multiple-unit residential units have 

18 smoke detectors installed. Smoke detectors would also be 

19 required in existing homes and in existing single-family 

20 rental units and multiple-unit residential units. The bill 

21 also requires a person who files for a homestead credit to 

22 certify that the home for which credit is filed has a smoke 

23 detector installed, or that one will be installed within 30 

24 days of the filing for credit. The bill also removes the 

25 existing exemption from the requirements of the bill for an 

26 owner-occupied unit or room. Owners or their agents are 

27 required to provide light-emitting smoke detectors upon 

28 request for a hearing impaired person. Violation of the 

29 bill's provisions would be a simple misdemeanor. 
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1 An Act relating to the installation of smoke detectors in 
2 multiple-unit residential buildings and single-family 
3 dwellings and making penalties applicable. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 100.18, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

2 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. "Multiple-unit residential building" means a 

4 residential building, an apartment house, or a portion of a 

5 building or an apartment house with ro~~ two or more units, 

6 hotel, motel, dormitory, or rooming house. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 100.18, subsection 2, Code 1991, is 

8 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

9 thereof the following: 

10 2. a. Except as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit 

11 residential buildings and single-family dwellings the 

12 construction of which is begun on or after July 1, 1991, shall 

13 include the installation of smoke detectors in compliance with 

14 the rules established by the state fire marshal under 

15 subsection 5. 

16 b. The rules shall require the installation of smoke 

17 detectors in existing single-family rental units and multiple-

18 unit residential buildings. Existing single-family dwelling 

19 units shall be equipped with approved smoke detectors upon 

20 sale or transfer of title of such units at the seller's or 

21 transfe:or's expense. 

22 c. An owner or an owner's agent of a multiple-unit resi-

23 dential building or single-family dwelling shall supply light-
24 emitting smoke detectors, upon request, for a tenant with a 

25 hearing impairment. 

26 Sec. 3. Section 100.18, subsection 3, Code 1991, is 

27 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

28 thereof the following: 

29 3. An owner-occupied unit or room, other than a single-

30 family dwelling, construction of which is begun on or after 

31 July 1, 1991, is exempt from the requirements of the section. 

32 Sec. 4. Section 100.18, subsection 5, Code 1991, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

34 5. The state fire marshal shall enforce the requirements 

35 of subsection 2 and she%% may implement a program of 
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1 inspections to monitor compliance with the provisions of that 
2 subsection. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall 
3 issue a written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-
4 unit residential building or single-family dwelling informing 
5 the owner or manager of compliance or noncompliance with this 
6 section. The state fire marshal may contract with any 
7 political subdivision without fee assessed to either the state 
8 fire marshal or the political subdivision, for the performance 
9 of the inspection and notification responsibilities. The 

10 inspections authorized qnder this section are limited to the 
11 placement, repair, and operability of smoke detectors. Any 
12 broader inspection authority is not derived from this section. 
13 The state fire marshal shall adopt rules under chapter 17A as 

14 necessary to enforce this section including rules concerning 

15 the placement of smoke detectors and the use of acceptable 
16 smoke detectors. The smoke detectors shall display a label or 
17 other identification issued by an approved testing agency or 
18 another label specifically approved by the state fire marshal. 
19 ~~@-~eae@-£±r@-mar~~a%-~~a%%-not-reqa±re-ot~@r-t~an-s±ngie-
20 stat±on-smo~e-eee@etor~~--i£-~mo~@-e@teetors-are-not-r@qa±ree 

21 aneer-sab~eet±on-4-eae-to-t~e-~resenee-oE-an-aatomat±e-~moke 

22 eeteet±on-system,-t~e-state-E±re-mars~ai-s~a%%-not-reqa±re 

23 other-t~an-the-aatomat±e-smo~e-eeteet±on-system~ 
24 Sec. 5. Section 100.18, subsection 7, Code 1991, is 

25 amended to read as follows: 
26 7. If a smoke detector is found to be inoperable the owner 
27 or manager of the multiple-unit residential building or 
28 single-family dwelling shall correct the situation within 
29 fourteen days after written notification to the owner or 
30 manager by the tenant, guest, roomer, state fire marshal, fire 
31 marshal's subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments, 

32 building inspectors, or other fire, building, or safety 
33 officials. If the owner or manager of a multiple-unit 
34 residential building fails to correct the situation within the 
35 fourteen days the tenant, guest, or roomer may cause the smoke 
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1 detector to be repaired or purchase and install a ~i~g%e-

2 ~tatio~ smoke detector required under this section and may 

3 deduct the repair cost or purchase price from the next rental 

4 payment or payments made by the tenant, guest, or roomer. 

5 However, a lessor or owner may require a lessee, tenant, 

6 guest, or roomer who has a residency of longer than thirty 

7 days to provide the battery for a battery operated smoke 

8 detector. 

9 Sec. 6. Section 100.18, subsection 9, unnumbered paragraph 

10 2, Code 1991, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

11 EXPLANATION 

12 This· bill amends the definition of multiple-unit 

13 residential building to mean one with two or more, rather than 

14 four or more, units. It also requires that newly constructed 

15 single-family homes and multiple-unit residential units have 

16 smoke detectors installed. Smoke detectors would also be 

17 required at the time 0: sale of existing homes and in existing 

18 single-family rental units and mUltiple-unit residential 

19 units. Owners or their agents are required to provide light-

20 emitting smoke detectors upon request for a hearing impaired 

21 person. Violation of the bill's provisions would be a simple 

22 misdemeanor. 

23 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

24 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

25 Smoke detectors are invaluable in the early detection of 

26 fires by alerting residents in time to evacuate the premises. 

27 Costs are estimated to be approximately $50 to $125 per level 

28 in new homes and $15 per level in existing homes. 
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SENA'l'E fILE 383 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE INSTALLATION OF SHOXE DETECTORS IN HULTIPLE­
UNIT RESIDENTIAL BUILDlNGS AND S[NGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS AND 

MAK[NG PENALTIES APPLICABLE. 

BE IT ENACTt:O BY TflE GENERAL ASSt:HBL'f or 7ME STATE OF raHAt 

Section 1. Section HlO.18. subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

1991. 1s amended to read as follows: 

b. "Multiple-unit residential building" means a 

residential buildIng. an apa.rtment ~ouae, or a portion of a 

buildin9 or an apartment house ""ith fOllr' t .... o or rr.ore units, 

hotel, motel, dormitory, or rooming house. 

Sec. 2. Section 100.18. subsection 2. Code 1991. is 

amended by striking the subsection and inserting 1n lieu 

thereof the follo .... ing: 
2. a. Except as provided in subsecti.on 4, multiple-unit 

rl"sidential buildings and sinqle-family dwellings the 

Senate File 381. p. 2 

coostclJction of which is begun on or after July 1. 1991. shall 

include the installation of smoke det~ctors in compliance with 

the rules established by the state fire marsh.]l under 

subsection 5. 
b. The rules shall reqoire th~ installation of smoke 

detectors in existing ginqle-family rental units and multiple­

uni.t residenlial buildings. E:dstillq sinqle-fafl'lily dwelling 

units shall be equipped with approved smoke detectors. A 

per~on who files for cl horr.estead credit pursu,lnt to chapter 

425 sh~ll certify that the Single-family dwelling unit for 
which the credit is Hled has. a smoke detector installed in 

compliance with this section, or that one will be installed 
within thirty days of the date the fillnq for the credit 19 

made. 'The state fire I"IL!l.rshal shall adopt rules clnd o5tablish 

appropriato procedures for the distribution and filing of such 

certificates with the state fire marshal. 

c. An owner or an owner's agent of a ~ultiple-unit resi­

dential building or single-family d .... ellinq shall supply liqht­

elflittinq sl"Io}:e detectors, upon request, for a fenant with a 

hearing irnpairrr,ent. 

Sec. 3. Sect.ion 1(}O.l8, subsect.ion 3, Code 1991. is 

amended by striking the subsection. 

Sec. 4. Section 100.1B, subsection 5, Code 1991, is 

amended to read as follows: 

5. The state fire marshal shalt enforce the requirements 

of subsect ion 2 ar\d shaH ~c!1 implement a program of 

inspect ions to monitor compl lance .... it,h the provisions ot that 

Bubsection. Upon inRpection, the state fire marshal shall 

issue a. wr itten notice to the owner or manager of a lD.ultiple­

unit residential building 9...!~gle-f.!lmi IvA"!.e:J.!LI'!.9: informing 

the owner or manager of compliance or noncompliance with this 

sectlon. The state fire marshal may contract .... ith any 

political subdivision .... ithout fee assessed to either the state 

fire trtarshal or the politiccll subdivision. for the performance 

of the inspl"ction and rlOtification responsibilities. The 

III .,.. 
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Senate Pile )83, p. 

inspections authorized under this section are limited to the 

place~ent, repair, and oper~bility of smoke detectors. Any 

broader inspection authority is not derived trom this s~ction. 

'I'he state tire marsh.::ll shall adopt rules under chapter 17A as 

necessary to enforce this section includlnq rules concerning 

the pl.lcernent of smoke detectors .lind the us~ of dcceptab.le 

sroke detpctor$. Th~ smok~ d~tectors shatl di~play a label or 

other identification issued by an approved testing aqtwcy or 

another label specifically approved by the st.ate fire IT'arshal. 

ytote'-~tl!tte - ~ tt'e "fIlt! r~"'.!t i - ~htlll- not-reqts:i: re-"f::t'ler -~hal\- !Io1.nqi.e­

sttitton-smo~e-deteet~r'T--ff-smo~e-det:eetot'e-tlt'e-not-t'eqtstt'e'd 

tsftder-!Ioubsee~tCn-4-dtse-to-~he-pt'esenee-of-a~-atst:ofltl!ttte-~~oke 

deteettOn-S1~te~7-t:he-sta~e-ftre-~tlrs"'ai-shei.l-not-reqtttre 

ot"'er-than-t"'e-atsto~.!ttie-SM~~e-deteet:i:on-,yste~~ 

Sec. 5. SI~ction 100.113, Subs(!ction 1, Code 19~)', is 

amended to rec1l:1 a!i follo .... s: 

'J. It a snoke detector is rQund to lie inoper~vle the o ..... ner 

or rn.:tnager of tnt> multiple-unit residentLill buildinq 2!:. 

!!'!~s..!..!:.f?'.~.1l:... ~~!.!J!,.9. shall corre<:t the si tllal ion .... 1 thin 

fourteen days after ~I~tten notification to the owner or 

manaq~r by th~ tenant, guest, roomer, stat.e fire marshal, fire 

marshal's slibordin"ltes, chiers of local tire departments, 

bulldinq inspeclol's. or other fi.re, buildl.n<;l. 01 safely 

officials. If the owner or manaqer ~L~'!I~~ . .!...E!.£....,,:uni..!;. 

!~~'!£.n..!.~~l. ~1.~i.!l9 fails to correct the situCltion ' ... ithin the 

fourteen dai'~ the Lenant, guest, or roomer It'ay cause the smoke 

detector to be repaired or purChas~ and install a stn9ie­
statton st~\I.)ke del(!ctot l'eqllired "Uoder this section and may 

d~dut:'t tbe rep"'lr cost or purchase price fro:"'! the next rental 

pai'/Ilent or payments made vy the tenant, quest, or rocmer. 

However, d ll~s!ior Qr o· ... n~r may ('..!q'.li.re a l<:!s!:.(!p, tenant, 

9 uest, or roomer who hdS a l'E:aldency O[ longer thdn t,hirty 

~a'ls to PIovide the b~ttery for a battery operated ~mo~e 
detector. 

Senate File 363, p. 4 

Sec. 6. Section 100.18, subsecti.on 9, unnumbered para9raph 

2, Code 1991, 13 amended by striking the para9raph. 

JOE J. WELSH 

President of the Senate 

ROBERT C. ARNOULD 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originatod in the Senate and 

1& known as Senate Flle ]83, seventy-fourth General A9sembly. 
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App,oved ~~~ • 

TERRY E. BRAHSTAO 

Governor 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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