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Passed Senate, Date o Passed House, Date i
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating tc the definitions used in the areas cf cniid
abuse and chlld n need of assistance proceedings,

BE IT ENACTED BY THEE CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF LOWA:
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Section 1. Secrion 232.2, subsection 6, Code 1391, is .

amencded by adding the follicwing rew unnumbered paragraph after

[ I

3 paragraph n:
4 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH, "Child in need 3§ assistance”

does nct inciude a child whose need (s aileged to he an

(9]

cducational benefit such as placemeni, testing, referra.,
compulsery attendance, or other acacdemic pursuilh, and snali be
vimlted to fully disclosed, compelling, and current

conditions, allegations, and complaints, documentad by sworn
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Statemonts accoapanying the petition at the -:me ot service,
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which are clearly cited and pertinent to the sitiation of the
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child,
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5eéc. 2. Sectlon 232.2, Ccde 1991, is amendeéd by adding the
14 following new subsecticn:
15 NEW SUBSECTION. 21A. “"Iamirently llkely" means a nazard

i6 of the occurrence of child abuse which i35 menacinrg,

18 abscnce of an overs act or wverbal threa'. of chi.d abuse, would
19 present clear, conviicing, cempelling, and current reason:ag
¢¢ which weuld lead a reascrable and prudent person ussessing Lhe
21 same or similar facts, to substantially the same oonciusion.
22 Sec. F.  Section 232.2, subsection 45, Code 291, ig

23 amendoed by stvixing the subsection and inserting in liey

4 therecf the foliowing:

25 45, "Serxual zbuse”" means the commission of sex sifense
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26 as defined by the pena. law delimited by circumstances which

27 can be prudently cxrected within the iniimacy of a family or a
28 home cnvironment, and subject to thorougn, expiiciy, and

tllicit intent on the pur- of Che

re

25 substuantial ovidence o
30 alleged oflender, <Ciear’ly cutside ©f “he bourdarics o

31 appreopriate condihcy within the cantext.,

32 Sec. 4. Secwicn 232.68, Code .39, ‘35 amended oy adding

33 the followinc rew suhsectionr:

34 NEW SURASEZCTION. 7A.  "Reascnable degree of certainty” or .

35 "reascnable belie " mears the leve. of oDservation which is
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absent ©f doubt, accompanied by assaurance of accuracy and

precision, characterized as specif.c and d:stincy and lacking
1n amblguiny, which prompts a ressonably prudent ndivicual o
form a belief thar a child has been apused.

EXPLANATION

LY

Thig bill cdefines

"

reasonab:e degres ¢f cerzaiaty” or

“reasonabie beliel” for the purpeses of a basis

e
mandatory reporting of suspected child abuse; {urther defines

"child in need of assistance"; and defines "jmminentiy likely
ard redefines "sexual abuse"” for the purposes of rche iuven:ile

justice chapter of the Code.
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