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Act requiring study and f{ormulation of a plan to implement
salt substitutes for the deicing of state highways.
iT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THZ STATZ OF IOWA:
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i Seobion L. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS,  The F~ owing §indinage
Jowuphert the review of che use of salt as a privary deloing
Poagen!t N state Righwavs, as onvironmental damage Trom sait coae

Aols ocensicered 00 Great reiacive to the salety froprovides
botne moLoring public, with the snjective thar sals be phased
out and replaced with an envircnmentally safe delicing mevhod:
1. The use of deicing salt on some state nighwavs has

6
7 e
8 resulted 1n environmental damage to trees and other roadside
9 vegetat.on, surface water, and grcundwarer.

0 2. Deicing salt causes corrosion problems to public

il infrastructure and private automobiles.

12 3. Reduced use of deicing materials increases the number
t3 of vebicular accidents and results in addiifional deiays in the
i4 movement 5f interstate transportation.

15 4. Tt 1s necessary to develop a snow and ice removal

16 policy which balances environmental concerns and concern for
17 the safety of the motoring public.

.8 Sec. 2. DRICING POLICY PLANNING ~-- REPORT --

19 IMPLEMENTATION.

20 -+ The state department of transportatiorn shall be

21 required to do all of the following:

22 d.  Evaluate Uhe ugage of deilclng sal:n substitutes on state
23 highways.

2 b, Develop a preliminary plan for 1mplemenring a deicing
25 policy for state Alghways oo include the i1nfcrmation ser ous
26 1n subsection 1.

27 2. The department shail report 1os fincings and

28 recommendarions to thne general aszgembly and rhe govornoer Ln oor
29 belore January 15, 136

2
30 3. a. “The dapartme

ne sha adopt and implement, v July

Loi, 1993, a deicing poiley for state highways. The pollcy

3
32 shail be get forth in a plan which shall be prepared in

Lo

Cocperallon with a specially selected steering commitree
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compcsed or local, state, and federal government agencies, as

[V L)
(2]

determined by the departmen:,
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b. The plan shall inciude, buit agr be [imitaed to, a.l ol

{1) A review of regearch cornducted in =0hs varidus ananes
an the use ©f delcing salt subscitutes.
(?2) An analysis of the costs to the public and private
sectors, including, but not limited %o, damage to vegeration,
t

highway structures, anrd motor vehlcles, of using sal

avallable substitute deicing matertials.

(3) A plan, including schedules, for phasing out the usc
of salt as a primary deicing agent on routes wnere significant
environmental damage has already occurred.

{4) A&n analysis of the direct costs for both init:ia:l
capltal costs and annual costs to convert from sait to a
substitute material for the phaseout period and an anaiysis of
the ongoing annual costs for the following years.

EXPLANATION
This bill expresses legislative lntenrt that an

it

4]

environmentally sound alternative pe found for the use of
for tne deicing of state highways. It requires the state
cepartment of transporfation to study the use 2f salc
substitutes anrd to present a prelimirary plan ncluding
findings and recommendazions to the genrneral assembly and the
governor by January L5, 1992. The bill requires the
deparrtment to adopt and implement a plan which must be
prepared in cooperaticn with a specially selecred commintee oL
iocal, state, and federal governmental agencies by Juiv L,
1893,
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