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Section 1. Section 232.68, subsection 2, Code 199~, is 

d~ended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 

4 

:, 

NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The acts Or omissions of a person 

responsible :or the care of a child which resu:ts in me~t31 

injury to :he child. 

6 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, subsect.~on 7, Code :991, is 

7 amended :0 read as rol:ows: 

8 7. The depa~tment, ~por. completion of its i~vest:gatior., 

9 shal~ make a preliminary repor~ 0: its inves:igation as 

:0 required by subsect:on 2. A copy of this repor~ shall be 

1: trans~itted to juven~:e court within four regu:a~ working days 

12 after the department initially receives the abuse report 

:J unless the juver.ile co~rt grants an extension 0: ti~e for good 

14 cause shown. If the preliminary report is not a complete 

15 report, a complete report shall be filed within ten twe~~y 

16 working days of the receipt of the abuse report. ~;::ess the 

1,7 j!lvenile court grants an extension of time fet good cause 

L8 shown. The department shall notify a subject of che [2port of 

19 t~e res~lt of the invest:gation. of the subject's right ~o 

20 correct the informat~on purs:Ja~t to section 235A.19, and of 

21 the procedures ~o correct the information. The j~venile COU!t 

22 shall notify the regist:y of any action it takes with respect 

23 to a suspected case oE child abuse. 

24 Sec. 3. Section 23SA.13, subseccion 9, eoce 1991, :5 
25 amended to read as fo1:ows: 

26 9 . "Multidisciplinary team'l ~edns a group 0f ~Gdiv~d~als 

27 who possess knowledge and skills ,e:ated to t~e diaS~0sc~, 

28 assessme~t, ar.d disposi:~on 0E 9~d consultatiqr. ~eqa~d:~g 

29 child abuse cases dnd who are p:oEe5sio~als p~dct!cinq in t~e 

3(; disc~plines of :nedici:1e, !1.u:s~;}Q; public heai.tr:, ?i..,;bst~!1C8 

31 abuse, nen~al health, socia: wcr~, child develop~e~t, 

or law e~:Gr~eme~t, or 

33 other Drofessic~s re:eva~~ ~Q ch~id _._--- .'-----'~'---'-. --.- ab~se, or a. group 

34 established ~u[sua~t :0 sec~io~ 2353.1, subsection 6, 

~J5 paragraph "aft. 
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Sec. 4. Section ~3SA.~5, subsection 3, Code 1..591, is 

2 am~~d€d ~G re~6 as ~oLlows: 

3 3. ~ccess to unfounded child abuse informatlo~ !s 

4 authorized or.ly to those persons ide::t.ified In s:d:s~ction 2, 

5 paras~aph "a: t
, pc:rdgcaph lib", subpara~rc:phs (2)~~1!_ and ~5;, 

6 and paragraph "e", subparagraph (2). 

7 Sec. 5. Secrion 235A.ca, 5ubsection 2, unnumbered 

8 paragraph l, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

9 ChIld abuse in~0r~ation which cannot be de:errnined by a 

10 preponderance of the evidence cO be founded or unfounded snac: 

II be expunged one year after the receipt of the initial report 

12 of abuse and child abuse information which is dete[~ined by ~ 

13 preponderance of the evidence to be uncounded shall be 

six months 

25 after the initial reoort of abuse, as a resu:t of any of the 

following: 15 . , " . 
18 

19 

20 

Sec. 6. Section 235A.:9, subsection 2, paragraph D, Code 

1991, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph: 

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (7) To a person involved in the 

investigation of the case of child abuse. 

21 Sec. 7. Section 235B.2, subsection 5, unnumbered paragraph 

22 4, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

23 A person required to complete both child abuse and 

24 dependent adult abuse mandatory reporter training may complete 

25 the trainIng through a program which combines chi:d abuse and 

26 dependent adult abuse curricula and thereby meet the tra~ning 

27 requirements of both this subsection and section 232.69 

28 simultaneous::'y. However, if child abuse and dependent adu~.! 

29 abuse mandatory reporter tra~ning are combined, a minimum oE 
30 three ~ours of training SMa:: be completed. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 ThiS bill amends var:ous provisions relating to c~ild 

33 abuse. T~e bill includes in =he deflnition o~ "cnild abuse" 

34 mentai injury as previous:y defined in chapter 232. The bi:~ 

35 also extends the period for tne filing of a completed repGr~ 
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1 of a child abuse investigation from 10 to 20 working days; 

2 amends the definition of multidisciplinary teams in relation 

3 to the teams' membership and functions; provides access to 

4 unfounded child abuse information by m~ltidiscipiinary teams; 

5 provides a six-month period from the time of an ini~ia1 

6 req~es~ prior to expungement of unfounded child abcse reports 

7 from the registry; provides for disclosure of chicd abUSe 

8 information, prior to concl~sion of proceedings, to a person 

9 involved in the investigation of the case of child abuse; and 

lO requires a minimum of three hours of training fer mandatory 

11 reporters if child abuse and dependent adult abuse training 

12 are combined. 
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SENATE FILE 341 

8 m1!-' t i d:sci:::>::"inar'J team, defir.e tl1e roles or: -ene 
9 ~;;b;~s, a~d orovide p~oced~~es for Fhe teams." 

C J,O 3. Page 2, by st:ik~ng :lnes 7 tnrough i6. 
11 4. Bv ren~mbering as ~ecessary. 
By MAGGIE TiNSMAS LARRY MURPHY 

SHELDON RITTMER J:M RIORDAN 

5-3117 F'IL2J Y;.ARCE l3, :!.991 

SENATE FILE 341 
S-3121 

Ame~d Se~ate File 341 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by s:riking lines 1 through 5. 
3 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By WALLY HORN 

S-3121 r:LED MARCH 18, 1991 

5-3205 
SENATE FILE 341 

~~end Senate File 341 as follows: 
2 . Page:, by inserting after line 35 the 
3 :ellowing: 
4 "Sec. 
5 para9raphc, CQde :992, is amended by addi:1g ':he 
6 follQwi~g new s~bparag~apn: 

Sect:o~ 235A.~5, s~bsectio~ 2, 

7 NEW S'-JBPARAGR.o.PH. (10 ):'e an ac1rr:in:'s::rator ef a 
8 co~~unity rr.ental hea!tr: center accredited u~der 
9 c~apter 230A i: the :nfor~ation cor.cerns a person 

10 emp:oyed Or being considered Eer employment by the 
11 ce:-lter. 11 

12 2. By ren~mbering as ~ecessary. 
By BEVERLY A. EANNON 

S-3205 FILED MARCH 27, 1991 



SENATE FILE 341 
S-3376 

ArnE-riC Senate Fi..le 341 as fol.lows: 
2 ~. Page I, by inserting after line 35 the 
3 follo .... ·ing: 
4 "Se=. Sec~ion 235A.15, subsection 2, 
5 paragraph c, Code :991, :s amended by adding the 
6 following new subparagraph: 
7 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (10) To an administrator of a 
8 cQmm~nity men~al hea:th center accredited under 
9 cfiapter 230A if the information concerns a person 

10 employed cr being cons:dered for employmen~ by the 
11 center." 
12 2. By ren~mbering as necessary. 

By BEVERLY A. ~~NNON 

5-3376 FILED APRIL 10, 199~ 
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S.F. _______ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 232.68, subsection 2, Code 1991, is 
2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The acts or omissions of a person 
4 responsible for the care of a child which results in mental 

5 injury to the child. 

6 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, subsection 7, Code 1991, is 

7 amended to read as follows: 

8 7. The department, upon completion of its investigation, 

9 shall make a preliminary report of its investigation as 

10 required by subsection 2. A copy of this report shall be 

11 transmitted to juvenile court within four regular working days 

12 after the department initially receives the abuse report 

13 unless the juvenile court grants an extension of time for good 

14 cause shown. If the preliminary report is not a complete 

15 report, a complete report shall be filed within ~en twenty 

16 working days of the receipt of the abuse report, unless the 

17 juvenile court grants an extension of time for good cause 

18 shown. The department shall notify a subject of the report of 

19 the result of the investigation, of the subject's right to 

20 correct the information pursuant to section 235A.19, and of 

21 the procedures to correct the information. The juvenile court 
22 shall notify the registry of any action it takes with respect 

23 to a suspected case of child abuse. 
24 Sec. 3. Section 235A.13, subsection 9, Code 1991, is 

25 amended to read as follows: 

26 9. "Multidisciplinary team" means a group of individuals 

27 who possess knowledge and skills related to the diagnosis, 

28 assessment, and disposition of and consultation regarding 

29 child abuse cases and who are professionals practicing in the 

30 disciplines of medicine, nursing, public health, substance 

31 abuse, mental health, social work, child development, 

32 education, law, juvenile probation, or law enforcement, or 

33 other professions relevant to child abuse, or a group 

34 established pursuant to sec"ion <J5B.l, subsection 6, 

35 paragraph "a". 
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1 Sec. 4. Section 235A.l5, subsection 3, Code 1991, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

3. Access to unfounded child abuse information,is 

authorized only to those persons identified in subsection' 2, 

paragraph "a", paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (4), and (5), 

and paragraph "e", subparagraph (2). 

Sec. 5. Section 235A.18, subsection 2, unnumbered 
paragraph I, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

Child abuse information which cannot be determined by a 

preponderance of the evidence to be founded or unfounded shall 

be expunged one year after the receipt of the initial report 

of abuse and child abuse information which is determined by a 

preponderance of the evidence to be unfc~~ced shall be 

expunged whe~-it-i~-dete~mined-to-be-~nfo~nded six months 

after the initial report of abuse, as a result of any of the 
following: 

Sec. 6. Section 235A.19, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

1991, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph: 

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (7) To a person involved in the 

investigation of the case of child abuse. 

21 Sec. 7. Section 2358.2, subsection 5, unnumbered paragraph 

22 4, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

23 A person required to complete both child abuse and 
24 

25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

dependent adult abuse mandatory reporter training may complete 

the training through a program which combines child abuse and 

dependent adult abuse curricula and thereby meet the training 

requirements of both this subsection and section 232.69 

simultaneously. However, if child abuse and dependent adult 

abuse mandatory reporter training are combined, a minimum of 

three hours of training shall be completed. 

Sec. 8. Section 331.802, subsection 3, paragraph j, Code 

1991, is amended to read as follows: 

33 
34 

j. Death of a child under the age of two five years' if 

death results from an unknown cause or if the circumstances 

35 surrounding the death indicate that sudden infant death 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 syndrome may be the cause of death or medically relevant tests 

2 performed pursuant to section 232.73 resulted in positive 
3 findings. 
4 EXPLANATION 
5 This bill amends various provisions relating to child 
6 abuse. The bill includes in the definition of "child abuse" 

7 mental injury as previously defined in chapter 232. The bill 

8 also extends the period for the filing of a completed report 

9 of a child abuse investigation from 10 to 20 working days; 

10 amends the definition of multidisciplinary teams in relation 

11 to the teams' membership and functions; provides access to 

12 unfounded child abuse information by multidisciplinary teams: 

13 provides a six-month period from the time of an initial 

14 request prior to expungement of unfounded child abuse reports 

15 from the registry; provides for disclosure of child abuse 

16 information, prior to conclusion of proceedings, to a person 

17 involved in the investigation of the case of child abuse: 

18 requires a minimum of three hours of training for mandatory 

19 reporters if child abuse and dependent adult abuse training 

20 are combined; and mandates autopsies for children who die of 

21 unknown causes or circumstances indicating sudden infant death 

22 syndrome up to five years of age in place of the current two 

23 years of age provision and also additionally mandates 
24 autopsies for children up to five years of age who die as the 

25 result of a drug affected birth or other drug exposure as 
26 evidenced by medical tests. 

27 

28 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

29 "Mental injury" means a nonorganic injury to a child's 

30 intellectual or psychological capacity as evidenced by an 

31 observable and substantial impairment in the child's ability 

32 to function within the child's normal range of performance and 

33 behavior, considering the child's cultural origin. A method 

34 to gather information regarding allegations of menta' injury 

35 lS necessary in order to make the definition function and 
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1 allow the juvenile court to take action. A preliminary review 
2 of Iowa's child abuse laws by federal authorities resulted in 
3 this area being cited as one of three concerns regarding 
4 Iowa's child abuse laws. 

5 Ten working days (typically 14 calendar days or two weeks) 
6 is not sufficient to conduct a thorough, complete 

7 investigation including consultation with a local 
8 multidisciplinary team or evaluation by a child protection 
9 center in cases of alleged child abuse. Extending the time 

10 should result in better, more accurate assessment of child and 

11 family function. 
12 In 1989 the child protection teams task force examined the 

13 form and functions of child protection centers and 
14 multidisciplinary teams. The multidisciplinary teams 

15 subcommittee of the task force recommended amendment of the 
16 multidisciplinary function and membership to clearly express 
17 the ·consultative" function of the local multidisciplinary 
18 teams, clarify that nursing and substance abuse profeSSionals 

19 are appropriate professions to serve on a team, and allows 
20 local discretion on ·other relevant professions" as team 
21 members. 

22 The multidisciplinary teams subcommittee of the child 

23 protection teams task force in 1989 recommended that 
24 multidisciplinary teams be provided access to "unfounded" 
25 child abuse information. These teams already have access to 
26 "founded" and "undetermined" information. When combined with 
27 the proposal to keep unfounded reports for six months, this 
28 would allow multidisciplinary teams the ability to fully 
29 assess family functioning. 
30 Immediate expungement of unfounded child abuse information 

31 under current law negates a person's right to obtain copies of 
32 a report, does not allow a meaningful review by the county 

33 attorney or juvenile court, does not allow adequate 
34 functioning of section 232.71, subsection 15 (3 unfounded 
35 previous reports, 4th case not investigated). and does not 
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1 allow any pattern of parental activity in unfounded cases to 
2 be established. Therefore, a six-month period prior to 

3 expungement is recommended to rectify these provisions. 
4 Persons involved in 

5 medical practitioners, 

an investigation (DRS, law 

etc.) need access to child 

enforcement, 

abuse 
6 information during the time in which an appeal is pending. To 

7 not allow the individuals actually working on an investigation 
8 to have access to investigative information is to impede the 

9 protection of children. 

10 personnel is recommended 

pending. 

Therefore, 

during the 

access by investigatory 
time in which an appeal ~s 

11 

12 .• Chapter 23SB does not specify how many hours of training 

13 are required when child abuse and dependent adult abuse 
14 mandatory training are combined. Therefore, a minimum of 

15 three hours training is recommended. 
16 An extension of the mandatory autopsy provision which 

17 currently includes children up to age two, to children who die 

18 suddenly, unexpectedly, or mysteriously up to age five is 

19 recommended. Additionally, mandatory performance of autopsies 

20 of children known to have been drug affected at birth or 

21 otherwise exposed to drugs is suggested. 
22 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 
28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 
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