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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to tinted windows and making penalties
applicable.

2
-3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OfF IOWA:
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S.F. 532 H.F.

Section 1. Section 321.438, subsection 2, Code 1551, 1ig

o

amended by striking the subsection and inserting in iieu

therecf the following:

2. a. A person shall not operate a motor vehicle,
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£f. As used in this subsection:

(1) "Light transmission” means the ratio of the amount of
total light to pass through a product or material to the
amount of the total light falling on the product or material.

{2) "Nonreflective" means a product or material designed
to absorb light rather than to reflect it.

{3} "Sunscreening device" means a film material oz device
that is designed to be used in conjunction with motor vehicle
safety glazing materials for reducing the effects of the sun.

Sec. 2. Section 321.438, Code 1991, is amended by adding

the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. A person may operate a motor vehicle

equipped with windows which do not meet requirements under
subsection 2 if a light-sensitive disorder permit is kept in
the person's motor vehicle. The department shall issue a
light-sensitive disorder permit if the applicant files a
written statement signed by a licensed speclalist which
certifies that the applicant suffers from a light-sensitive
disorder and that it is medically necessary for the applicant
to obtain a waiver of the transparency requirements of
subsection 2. Persons who may apply for a permit include the
operator of a motor vehicle and the operator's spouse, or
other family member related to the operator witnin the secona
degree of consanguinity. A person cperating a motor wvehicle
with @ light-sensitive disorder permit affixed to the motor
vehicle shaill nct be charged with a violation of subseczion I,
even though that person does not suffer from a lighl-sensitive
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discrder. As used in thils subsection, a licensed specialist

m2zans a paysician or osteopath licensed under chapter 146,

n optometri licensed under chapter 5%,
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regulation, to a minimum light transmitcancy of 40 percent

r
with a 4 percent variance. The bill recognizes thal a person

operating a motor vehicle registered in ancther state, must
meet the light reflectance and transmission reguirements of
that state and will be deemed to have met the reguilrements Of
this state.
A sunscreening device, which is defined as a

or device designed to be used in conlunciion
materials to
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viclation of $1%, subject to surcharge and court costs.
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SENATE FILE

amend Senace

330

L rite 330 as 'Q*leS.
2 1. Page L, 0¥ srriking ::0E€S 2. thnrcugh 24 anc

4 insercing the foliowing: "“eoa-hmert.

4 d. (1) The iight rransmittance Erom Lhe

5 apoxxcaF1o“ of & sunscI2ening Gevice =8 sateny gLazing
£ materials on & side windew Of sidewing to i€ 1eft OF
7 right of t driver shali nct pe Less chan seventy

8 percent.

5 (2] A sSuasct pening device which allows Fility

10 percent Or noL e lignt rransnircance may e applied =€
11 the safery glLazlng rarerials °on windows o the rear cf
12 the drivel. put the Light ¢ ransmittance from @

13 combination oE".

14 2. page 2, :in€ 13, by ins2Iiing afrer the wora

15 "with" the followling: ngide or rear’.

16 3. ©Page 2. by striking Lines 25 and 26 and

17 inserting the following: nghall not be charged with &
18 violation of subsection 2,7,

13 4. Page 2, Lln€ 3p, by striking tne words and

20 figure ", <r an ophometrist Licensed under chapter

21 134",

ri1e 230 as foliows:
y STILKLIRG iines 25 and 26 and
Tiowing: "gpall not De charged with &
gecticn 2.".

ipe 30, 9Y ivriking the words and
Jptometrist 1icensed under chapter

gy MIKT CONNOLLY
18, 1991



SENATE FILE 330

5-3118
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Amend Senate Flle 330 as fcllows:

1. Page i, .ine 8, by striking the word "driver,”
and inserting the following: "driver or".

2. Page 1, by striking lines 9 and 10 and Insert-
ing the fcllowing: "left or right of the driver that
do not meet the requirements of this subsection.”

By LARRY MURPHY

S-3118, FILED MARCH 14, 1991
u>x7n547(}.q0f3

SENATE FILE 330

5-3124

1 Amend Senate File 330 as follows:

2 1. Page 1, bv striking lines 22 through 27 and

3 inserting the following:

4 "d. The net ligh:t trargmittance from a combinagion
5 of safety glazing materials and sunscreening devices

6 cn the side or rear windows shail not be less than

7 fifty percent".

8 2. Page 2, by lnserting after iine 9 the

9 follcwing:

10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18

"{4)}) "Net light transmittance" means the combined
effect of any sunscreen device or safety glazing
material used on any motor vehiclile window."

3. Page 2, by striking lines 25 and 26 and
inserting the following: "shall not-be chargecd with a
violation of subsection 2,".

4. Page 2, line 30, by striking the words and
figure ", or an optometrist licensed under chapter
154",

By MIKE CONNOLLY

S-3124  FILED MARCH 18, 1991
/iy 3oy
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SENATE FILE 330

H-3604
)] amend Senate File 330, as passed by the Senace, as
" 2 follows:
3 1. Page 2, by ctriking lines 10 through 22.

BY COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
KOENIGS of Mitchell, nairperson
gB-3604 FILED APRIL 12, 19581
aid%pziﬁ 57%/%/C§‘xf57?

SENATE FPILE 330

H-3646
Amend Senate File 330, as passec by tne Senate, as
follows: ‘ ‘ . e

1. Page 1, by striking lines 22 rnrough 24 &nd
ingerting the following: N

nd. (1) The light transmittance from the
application of a sunscreening cevice to saiat
materials on a sidge window OI S1Q€WiRgG to the L
right of the driver shall not he iess than sevent:
percent. ‘ ‘ _

(2) A sunscreenlng device which allows =1
percent Or more light transmittance may be ap
the safety glazing materials on windows to th
+he driver, but the light transmittance from
combination of".

-l’kwt\Jl"‘O\D(D\lG\m-war—‘

— e

By * AGESCHULTE of Bremer

:lb*.

H-3646 FILED APRIL 16, 1931
e?a%,ydlz $/7/0s (42157

SENAT
g-4038 E FILE 330

1 amend Senate File 330 .
=== a - -
2 follows: , as passed by the Serate, as

3 i. Page 1, line 29, b ix1i 3
' ‘ 1l , by striking the word "may".
4 and inserting the following: "“shall". !

B TYRR L ie;
§~4038 FILED MAY 2, 2991 y TYRRELL of Icwa

SENATE FILE 330

H-4039
1 amend Senate Pile 330, as passed by the Senate, as
2 follows:
3 l.. rPage 2, line 7, by inserting afte:r the word
ﬁ. 4 "a" the following: "nonreflective”.
By WEIDMAN of Cass

g-4039 FILED MAY 3, 1991
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SENATE FILE

2-4079
H amend Senate Flle 330, as passed by the Senate, as
2 follows:
3 1. By striking everything after the ernacting
4 clause and insert:ing the following:
5 "Secrtion 1. Section 321.438, subsectlion 2, Coce
6 1991, i1s amended to read as follows:
7 2. a. A Except as provided in paragraph "b", a
8 person shall not operate on the nighway a motor
$ vehicle equipped with a front windshield, a side
10 window to the immediate right or left of the driver,
11 or a stde-wing sidewing forward of and to the left or
12 right of the driver which is excessively dark or
13 reflective so that it is difficuit for a person
14 outside the motor vehicle to see into the motor
15 vehicle through the windshlield, window, or sicdewing.
16 The department shall adopt rules establishing a
17 minimum measurable stancard of transparency which
18 shall apply to vioiations of this subsection.
19 D. A person who operates a motor vehicle equipped
20 with a Front windshieid, a side w*ncow, or sidewing
21 which exceeds the minimum transparency standards
22 established by ru_e by the department, is a0t in
23 violation of paragraph "a" 1f that person Iis cdriving a
24 motor vehicle which is properiy registered in another
25 state and i1f that state allcws the transparancy level
26 which 1s exhibited on the motor vehicle."
By SPEAR of Lee
H-4079 FILED MAY 7, 1991
SENATE FILE 330
§-4092 . ) e oiva tea A=
1 Amend the amendment, #-4079, to 5énate ©:.€ Jou, a3
2 passed by the Senate, as follows: N s
3 1. 2age 1, Line 1, DV sprixing Lthe wora or anc
ingserting the fallowing: er'. ) '
g sz, pgqe 1, iine 12, by insercing aliier L€ ﬁﬁrc
6§ "driver” the “ollowing: ", £r & rear windsn.€.4d .
7 3. page ., by striking lines 15 thIcugn = &na
8 inserting the following: "Fhe-deparzment-snazs- Sdobe
9 rutes-estapiiaiing-a- Afnrmum-neass :ao%e—gtenaafc-gf
10 eransparency-whtch-3n atl-appIy-to-vICIaEIonS-aImIAII
11 scbsect:on. ian no Laskance S’)a__ —nhe et J.';.C;.F.:
12 transmittance all uNEC on any wincow be less <ian
! t rcent.’
“J seventy pe By SHEARER cf Louisa
SPEAR of Lee
H-4092 FILED MAY 8, 199.
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SENATE FILE

g-4102
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=0 Senate Tlle 330, as

Amend the amendment, £-43G7 <
r inted by the Senate, as

amended, passed, and
follows:

1. Page L, lire 12, by inserting afzer the word
"driver" the fcllowing: "or a window to the rear of
the driver”,

2. Page L1, by striking iines 1o throucgh 13 and
inserting the fcllowing: "The-depactmenc-3na-:-adeps
ruies-estapiaping-a-mintaum-measusadie-scandprd-of
transparency-whtch-skeri-apply-te-viotartanas-cf-rihcs
supsecsions In nc instance shall the ret light
transmittance aliowed on any wincow be :ess than

seventv percentc.

By SHZARER c¢f Louisa
WEZIDMAN of Cass
SPEAR of Lee

H-4102 FILED MAY 9, 1991
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BY {PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON
TRANSPORTATON BILL BY

CHAIRPERSON FRAISE)

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved

A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to tinted windows and making penalties
applicable.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 10OWA:
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Secticn 1, Secticn 321.438, subsection 2, Code 1991, is
amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

2. a. A person shall not operate a motor vehicle,
required to be registered within this state, on the highways
of this state if the motor vehicle has a sunscreen device on
the front windshield, on a side window to the immediate right
or left of the driver, on a sidewing forward of and to the
left or right of the driver or on windows to the rear of theé
driver that do not meet the requirements of this subsection.

b. If a motor vehicle is not required to be registered in
this state, the motor vehicle shall be deemed to meet the
requirements of this subsection if the motor vehicle meets the
light reflectance and transmission requirements of the state
or country of registration.

¢. A sunscreening device when used in conjunction with the
windshield shall not be red in color. A sunscreening device
may be used only along the top of the windshield and may not
extend downward beyond the point specified in 49 C.F.R. §
571.205, adopted as of a specific date by rule by the
department.

d. A sunscreening device which allows fifty percent or
more light transmittance may be applied to the safety glazing
materials, but any such device shall not exceed a light
reflectance of fifteen percent.

e. Sunscreen devices offered for sale or use in this state
may bear a label not to exceed one and one-half sguare inches
in size, with a means for the permanent and legible
installations between the sunscreening material and each
glazing surface to which it is applied that contains the
manufacturer's name and its percentage of light transmission.
The label shall be placed in the left lower corner of each
glazing surface when facing the vehicle from the outside.

f. As used in this subsection:

(1) "Light transmission" means the ratico of the amount of
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total light to pass through a product or material to the
amount cf the total light falling on the product or material.

(2) "Nonreflective" means a product or material designed
to absorb light rather than to reflect it.

{3) "Sunscreening device" means a film material or device
that is designed to be used in conjunction with motor vehicle
safety glazing materials for reducing the effects of the sun.

Sec. 2. Section 321.438, Code 1991, is amended by adding
the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. A person may operate a motor vehicle
equipped with windows which do not meet requirements under
subsection 2 if a light-sensitive disorder permit is properly
affixed to the person's motor vehicle. The department shall
issue a light-sensitive disorder permit if the applicant files
a written statement signed by a licensed vision specialist
which certifies that the applicant suffers from a light-
sensitive disorder and that it is medically necessary for the
applicant to obtain a waiver of the transparency requirements
of subsection 2. Persons who may apply for a permit include
the operator of a motor vehicle and the operator's spouse, Or
other family member related to the operator within the second

degree of consanguinity. A person operating a motor vehicle
with a light-sensitive discorder permit affixed to the motor
vehicle shall not be charged with a violation of subsection 2,
even though that person does not suffer from a light-sensitive
disorder. As used in this subsection, a licensed vision
specialist means a physician or osteopath licensed under
chapter 148, 150, or 150A, or an optometrist licensed under
chapter 154. This exemption does not apply to commercial
vehicles or commercial motor vehicles.
EXPLANATION

This bill lowers the amount of light transmittance from the
current standard of 70 percent which is set by federal
requlation, to 35 percent light transmittancy. The bill
recognizes that a person operating a motor vehicle registered

-2-
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in another state, must meet the light reflectance and
transmission requirements of that state and will be deemed to
have met the requirements of this state.

A sunscreening device, which is defined as a film material
or device designed to be used in conjunction with glazing
materials to reduce the effects of the sun, cannot be red in
color and may be used only along the top of the windshield.
It cannot extend downward beyond the point specified in 49
C.F.R. § 571.205.

The bill also provides that sunscreening devices for sale
within the state may bear a label which contains the
manufacturer's name and its percentage of light transmissien.

The bill allows a person to obtain a permit from the state
department of transportation allowing the person to operate a
motor vehicle with a front windshield, a front side window or
front sidewing which would otherwise be in violation of the
provisions of section 321.438, subsection 2. Persons who may
apply for a permit include the operator of a motor vehicle,
the operator's spouse, and other family members related to the
operator within the second degree of consanguinity. Persons
related within the second degree of consanguinity include
children, parents, grandchildren, brothers and sisters, and
grandparents. The applicant must present a signed statement
from a licensed vision specialist indicating that it is
medically necessary for the applicant to operate a motor
vehicle whose light transmittance is lower than the present
requirement., A person operating a motor vehicle with a light-
sensitive disorder permit cannot be charged with a violation
of section 321.438, subsection 2, even though that perscn dces
not suffer from a light-sensitive disorder. This exemption
does not apply to commercial vehicles or commercial motor
vehicles.

The penalty for use of improper equipment is a scheduled
violation of $15, subject to surcharge and court costs.
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