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Approved __________________________ ___ 

A BilL FOR 

1 An Act relating to tinted windows and making penalties 

2 applicable. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~~ H.F. 

1 Seclion 1. section 321.438, subsection 2, Code 1991, is 

2 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

3 thereof the following: 

2. a. A person shall not operate a motor vehicle, 

5 required to be registered within this state, on the highwclys 

6 of this state if the motor vehicle has a sunscree~ device en 

7 the front windshield, on a side window to the i~~ed:dte right 

8 or leEt of the driver, on a sidewing fo~warc 0: and to the 

9 lef~. or eight ef che driver 0, en windows to :-ear of :r:e 

10 driver that do not rnee~ the requirements of this subsect~on. 

~. if a motor ve!1':'cle is not :-equired to be r2g;s:-"e~2J ..... 1 

12 t~is state, the ffiotor vehicle sha11 ~e dee~e~ ~o 8eeL 
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H.P. 

f. As used in this subsection: 

(1) "Light transmission" means the ratio of the amount of 

3 total light to pass through a product or material to the 

4 amount of the total light falling on the product or material. 

5 ( 2 ) "Nonreflective" means a product or material designed 

6 to absorb light rather than to reflect it. 

7 ( 3 ) "Sunscreening device" means a film material or device 

8 that is designed to be used in conjunction with motor vehicle 

9 safety glazing materials for reducing the effects of the sun. 
~ :;;. <i ;.-

0' 10 Sec. 2. Section 321.438, Code 1991, is amended by adding 

e 

11 the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. A person may operate a motor 

equipped with windows which do not meet requirements 

vehicle 

under 

:"6 

~. 7 

18 

19 

20 

14 subsection 2 if a light-sensitive disorder permit is kept in 

15 the person's motor vehicle. The department shall issue a 

light-sensitive disorder permit if the applicant files a 

written statement signed by a licensed specialist which 

certifies that the applicant suffers from 3 light-sensitive 

disorder and that it is medically necessary for the applicant 

to obtain a waiver of the transparency requirements of 

21 subsection 2. Persons who may apply for a permit include thp 

22 operator of a motor vehicle and the operator's spouse, or 

23 other family me~ber related to the operator within the secoIld 

24 degree of consanguinity. A person operating a motor vehicle 

25 with a light-sensitive disorder permit affixed to the mote,r 

26 vehicle shall not be charged with a Violation of subsection 2, 

27 even though that person does not suffer from a lighL-5ensit~ve 

23 disorder. As used in this subsection, a licensed spec:al~st 

29 m22~S a physicia~ or osteopat~ licensed tl~der chapter l~&f 

]0 150, or ~50A, or an opto~etris: licensed Il~der c~apte: iS~. 

:<: r:':'lis exem;:>ticn does not apply to commercial \le::i cl.p,:; .,_ 

~L cc~n2rcial motor vehicles. 

hill lowers ~he a~o;;n~ 

standar~ .~~ 70 percent 
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S.F. 4~ ...,.;~ H.F. 

1 regulatio!l, to a minimum light transmittancy 4G perceC1l 

2 wIth a 4 perceC1t variance. The bi:l recognizes that a persall 

3 operating a motor vehicle regi.stered in anctr.er state, m\\s~ 

4 meet the light reflectance and transmission requicements of 

5 that state dnd will be deemed to have met the requj.remeC1ts o[ 

£) this state. 

7 A sunscreening device, which is defi~ed as a fil~ ma~eridl 

8 or device designed to be used i~ co~junctio:l with g:azing 

9 mater~als to reduce th~ effect~ of t~e s:~n; ca:~~cL be ~ed ,~ 

~2 (~.F.R. § 5~~.2CS. 

c. , 

", -. 

)1 

: '. ,. ' ... 

. ,'. 

. J;. 

~ .' .... ~ 
:"'~'- .. :.~. '-

26 gr~~dparcnts. 

- .'" 

27 ~rom a lic2~sed specialist indicdti~g that 

.• c 

". :..' 

:: 

"-"-" . -::-- " 

)8 :lccessary for the applicBilt to ope:ate d motor veh:cl2 ~~os~ 

29 1 i.ghr. ~rL~smittance ~s lower :.:.r.o.:; the ...... rClC"9.~ .... 
p"·_oJ~._ ... 



1 violation of $15, subject to surcharge and court costs. 
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SENATE FILE 330 

-3125 1 Al'Tler'.d s~nate :':"l.e 330 as :~:lcws: 
2 1. ?age:, ~y SC~:kl~g ~:nes 2~ t~rcugh 24 a~c 
3 inser'Cing the Ec:'loW'l.:1g: "cepa-:::~me!'\t. 
" d. (1) ,,;,\",e ~i.g:<t ::rans;r.i~:ance f:c;T'. ~r,e 
5 application o~ a 5ansc:eeni~g device to saEety g:azing 
6 mate:ials on a s~de window or sidewing to the leEt or 
7 right of the drive: shal: net be :eSS ~han seve~cy 
8 ?ercen':. 9 (2) A sunscreening device which al!OWS ~i~ty 

10 percent or :nore L~ght ,:ra~snit:.~al'.Ce Clay be appLled :0 
11 the sate':,! glazing ;r.aterial s en windows to the rear 0: 
12 the driver, but t:<e li.ght t~ansmittanCe E:en a 

13 combination o~". 14 2. fage 2, line ~3, by i~ser~~ng aEter the word 
15 "with" the following: "side or rear". ~5 3. page 2, by st~Lking lines 25 and 26 and 
17 Lnserting the following: "shall not be charged with a 
18 violatlon of subsection 2,". 
19 4. Page 2, line 30, by striking the words a~d 
20 figure ", or an optometr:st licensed under chapter 

By MIKE: CONNOLLY 21 lS4t1. 

5-.3125/. ,:;:.,ED AARCP. 18, 1991 
"-'Iff .j :27 c~ 9( 1 ) 

SENATE FILE 330 

5-3126 ~ .. mend Se;o.ate :~~e 330 a.s Eo::ows: 
2 1. ?age 2, by st=iking l~nes 25 and 26 and 
3 lnserting ~he forl~w~ng: "shall not be charged w~th a 

, 
" 

4 vic~ation of subsection 2,·1. 
5 2. page 2, l~ne 30, by itriK~~g the wordS and 

5 
co' ~'0ure" or an ~ol-r~-e"'Y;s'" ~ ;,....e~se~ "na-e

r 
.-.\o...:,:'r.t-Qr _-:: ,o'~. c~·." Co 0 c J. __ " .~ ~ • ~ •• c.t"--
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SENATE FILE 330 
5-3118 

1 ;l~l1end Senate Fi.:e 330 as Eo:'lows: 
2 1 Pa ' -~ne 8 ·b s·r'k'ng ·'ne .'nro- "o'~:ve' " . ge ... f ..... , , y '-.....r.. \.... .,., -' .. .J.. .. , 

3 and inserting the followi~g: "driver or". 
4 2. Page 1, by striking lines 9 and 10 and insert-
5 ing the following: "left or right of the driver that 
6 do not meet the requirements of this subsection." 

By LARRY MURPHY 

SENATE FILE 330 
5-3124 

1 Amend Senate File 330 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 27 and 
inserting the following: 

I'd. The net ligh~ tra~smittance from a combination 
of safety glazing materials and sunscreening devices 
on the side or rear windows shall not be less than 
fifty percent". 

2. Page 2, by inserting after l:ne 9 the 
following: 

10 "(4) "Net light transmittance" means the combined 
11 effect of any sunscreen device or safety glazing 
12 material used on any motor vehicle window." 
13 3. Page 2, by striking lines 25 and 26 and 
14 inserting the following: "shall not-be charged with a 
15 violation of subsection 2,~. 
16 4. Page 2, line 30, by striking the words pnd 
17 figure ", or an optometrist licensed under chapter 
18 154". 

S-3124 . FILED MARCH 18, 1991 
V-'/jy 3/0 

By MIKE CONNOLLY 



• 
SENATE FILE 330 

H-3604 1 Amend Senate File 330, as passed by the Senate, as 

2 follOws: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking l:nes 10 through 32. 

By CO~~ITTEE ON TRA~SPORTATro~ 
KOENIGS of Mi(che~l, C~airperson 

H-3604 FILED APRIL 12, 1991 
tfd.rb..! S-/7/~/Crl ;,'5/) 

SENATE FILE 330 

H-3646 1 Amend Senate F~le 330, as passed by the Senate, as 

3 1. page 1, by striking lines 22 through 24 a~d 2 follOWS: 

4 inserting the £ollOl.;L:tg: 
5 "d. (1) The light trans;nittance frorn the 
6 application of a sunscree~ing device to sa: 2t Y glazing 
7 materials on a side window or sidewing to the left ~r 
8 right of the driver shall not be less than seventy 

10 (2) A sunscreening device which allows fifty 9 percent. 
11 percent or more light transmittance may be applied to 
12 the safety glazing materials on w~ndows to the rear of 
13 the driver, but the light transmittance from a 
14 combination oE". By ~AGESCBULTE of Bremer 

8-3646 
1991 

«~t:/. 

SENATE FILE 330 
R-4038 
~ Eol ~~~~ Senate ?: le 330, as passed by the Ser,a:e, as 

3 1,' Page 1, l:ne 29, by str:king ~ 4 and nse _ . t"e wo~d ";nay" 
• relng tne followlng: "shall". 

By TYRRELL of Iewa 
R-4038 FILED AA!! 2, :'991 

.-_.-------------_ ... 
SENATE FILE 330 

8-4039 
1 Amend Senate File 330, as passed by . S 2 follows: tne enate, as 

"a" 1:. p~ge 2, ,line 7, by inserting afte: the 
ene .ollowlng: "nonreflective". 

;"lore· 
3 
4 

8-4039 

Sy WEIDMAN of Cass 
FILED MA~ 3, 1991 



SENATE FILE 330 
8-4079 
~ Amend senate F~,-e 330, as passec by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. By st=iki~g everythi~g after ~he er.acting 
4 c1a~se and insert~ng the following: 
S "Seccion 1. Section 321.438, s~bsection 2, Code 
6 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
7 2.!!..: PI Except as orovided in paragraoh "'0", a 
8 person shall not operate on the highway a motor 
9 vehicle equipped with a front windShield, a side 

10 window to the immediate right or left of the driver, 
11 or a ~ide-w±~9 sidewing forward of and to the left or 
12 right of the driver which is excessively dark or 
13 reflective so that it is difficult for a person 
14 outside the motor vehicle to see into the motor 
lS vehicle through the windshield, window, or sidewing. 
16 The department shall adopt rules establishing a 
17 minimum measurable standard of transparency , .. hieh 
18 shall apply to violations of this s~bsection. 
19 '0. A person who operates a :notor vehicle equipped 
20 with a front windshield, a side w~ndow, or sidewing 
21 which exceeds the minimum transparency standards 
22 established by ru~e by the department, is not in 
23 violation of paragraph "a" if that person !s drlvi~g a 
24 motor vehicle which is properly registered in anOther 
25 state and if that state allows the :~anspare~cy level 
26 which is exhibited on the motor vehicle." 

By SPEAR of Lee 
H-4079 FILED MAY 7, :991 

SZNATE FILE 330 

S?EAa of :"'ee 

H-4092 ~ILED MAY 8, ~99~ 



SENATE FILE 330 
H-4102 

1 .;mend the amendrr.e:-.t, E-4079, ~o Senate ?i':'e 330, as 
amended, passed, ar.d reprinted by the Senate, as 
follOws: 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1. Page 1, li~e 12, by inse~ting af:e~ the word 
"driver" the following: "or a window to the :ea~ of 
the driver!!. 

2. Page 1, by striking lines 16 t~~ou~h :8 a~d 
inserting the Ecl:cwi~g: 11~~~-de?e~tm~~~-~~e~~-edep~ 
r~~e~-e~~eb±~~h~~g-a-~±~±~~~-~ee~~~~o=e-~~~~d~~e-o~ 

10 e~e~~~e~e~ey-~h~e~-~~~;%-e~~~y-~e-~~o~a~~~~~-e~-~~~~ 
11 
12 

.~ia._ ..... _""',... ... _ rn ~o i nst~nce -;"'a: 1 ... he ~.e"" ~ ~q"r .:;> U~O;:;""'-_-'.l. •• _.. ...... :;, •• __ " __ 4 I. '- ... _ ,.~ 

transmittance allowed on any wi~dow be :ess :~an 
13 seventv oercen:." 

H-4102 F:LED MAY 9, 1991 

By SHEARER of ~ouisa 
W;:::DM..';N of Cass 
SPEAR of Lee 



Passed Senate, Date 
Vote: Ayes Nays __ _ 
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SENATE FILE ~? :A/ 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

TRANSPORTATON BILL BY 

CHAIRPERSON FRAISE) 

Passed House, Date _____ _ 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 
Approved ______________________ __ 

A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to tinted windows and making penalties 
2 applicable. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.438, subsection 2, Code 1991, is 
2 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 
3 thereof the following: 
4 2. a. A person shall not operate a motor vehicle, 

5 required to be registered within this state, on the highways 
6 of this state if the motor vehicle has a sunscreen device on 

7 the front windshield, on a side window to the immediate right 

8 or left of the driver, on a sidewing forward of and to the 

9 left or right of the driver or on windows to the rear of the 
10 driver that do not meet the requirements of this subsection. 

11 b. If a motor vehicle is not required to be registered in 
12 this state, the motor vehicle shall be deemed to meet the 

13 requirements of this subsection if the motor vehicle meets the 
14 light reflectance and transmission requirements of the state 

15 or country of registration. 

16 c. A sunscreening device when used in conjunction with the 

17 windshield shall not be red in color. A sunscreening device 

18 may be used only along the top of the windshield and may not 

19 extend downward beyond the pOint specified in 49 C.F.R. § 

20 571.205, adopted as of a specific date by rule by the 
21 department. 

22 d. A sunscreening device which allows fifty percent or 

23 more light transmittance may be applied to the safety glazing 
24 materials, but any such device shall not exceed a light 

25 reflectance of fifteen percent. 

26 e. Sunscreen devices offered for sale or use in this state 

27 may bear a label not to exceed one and one-half square inches 
28 in size, with a means for the permanent and legible 

29 installations between the sunscreening material and each 
30 glazing surface to which it is applied that contains the 

31 manufacturer's name and its percentage of light transmission. 
32 The label shall be placed in the left lower corner of each 

33 glazing surface when facing the vehicle from the outside. 

34 f. As used in this subsection: ~ 
35 (1) "Light transmission" means the ratio of the amount of 

-1-
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S.F. H.F . 

1 total light to pass through a product or material to the 

2 amount of the total light falling on the product or material. 

3 (2) "Nonreflective" means a product or mater ial designed 

4 to absorb light rather than to reflect it. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

(3) "Sunscreening device" means a film material or device 

that is designed to be used in conjunction with motor vehicle 

safety glazing materials for reducing the effects of the sun. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.438, Code 1991, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. A person may operate a motor vehicle 

equipped with windows which do not meet requirements under 

subsection 2 if a light-sensitive disorder permit is properly 

affixed to the person's motor vehicle. The department shall 

issue a light-sensitive disorder permit if the applicant files 

a written statement signed by a licensed vision specialist 

which certifies that the applicant suffers from a light­

sensitive disorder and that it is medically necessary for the 

applicant to obtain a waiver of the transparency requirements 

19 of subsection 2. Persons who may apply for a permit include 

20 the operator of a motor vehicle and the operator's spouse, or 

21 other family member related to the operator within the second 

22 degree of consanguinity. A person operating a motor vehicle 

23 with a light-sensitive disorder permit affixed to the motor 
24 vehicle shall not be charged with a violation of subsection 2, 

25 even though that person does not suffer from a light-sensitive 

26 disorder. As used in this subsection, a licensed vision 

27 specialist means a physician or osteopath licensed under 

28 chapter 148, 150, or l50A, or an optometrist licensed under 

29 chapter 154. This exemption does not apply to commercial 

30 vehicles or commercial motor vehicles. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill lowers the amount of light transmittance from the 

33 current standard of 70 percent which is set by federal 

34 regulation, to 35 percent light transmittancy. The bill 

35 recognizes that a person operating a motor vehicle registered 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 

1 in another state, must meet the light reflectance and 

2 transmission requirements of that state and will be deemed to 

3 have met the requirements of this state. 
4 A sunscreening device, which is defined as a film material 

5 or device designed to be used in conjunction with glazing 

6 materials to reduce the effects of the sun, cannot be red in 

7 color and may be used only along the top of the windshield. 

8 It cannot extend downward beyond the point specified in 49 

9 C.F.R. § 571.205. 

10 The bill also provides that sunscreening devices for sale 

11 within the state may bear a label which contains the 

12 manufacturer's name and its percentage of light transmission. 

13 The bill allows a person to obtain a permit from the state 

14 department of transportation allowing the person to operate a 

15 motor vehicle with a front windshield, a front side window or 

16 front sidewing which would otherwise be in violation of the 

17 provisions of section 321.438, subsection 2. Persons who may 

18 apply for a permit include the operator of a motor vehicle, 

19 the operator's spouse, and other family members related to the 

20 operator within the second degree of consanguinity. Persons 

21 related within the second degree of consanguinity include 

22 children, parents, grandchildren, brothers and sisters, and 

23 grandparents. The applicant must present a signed statement 

24 from a licensed vision specialist indicating that it is 

25 medically necessary for the applicant to operate a motor 

26 vehicle whose light transmittance is lower than the present 

27 requirement. A person operating a motor vehicle with a light-

28 sensitive disorder permit cannot be charged with a violation 

29 of section 321.438, subsection 2, even though that person does 

30 not suffer from a light-sensitive disorder. This exemption 

31 does not apply to commercial vehicles or commercial motor 

32 vehicles. 

33 The penalty for use of improper equipment is a scheduled 

34 violation of $15, subject to surcharge and court costs. 

35 
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