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A BilL FOR 

1 An Act increasing the penalties for wanton neglect of a :e~ici2~t 

2 of a health care facility. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 \J\ 11 
~ 12 

13 ~ 14 

\Y 15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

,Lsa 1~86SS /4 

rnc/sc/14 



_~ H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 726.7: Code 1991.; is amended to read as 

3 7~G.7 WAN:'ON ~EGI:ECT OF A RESIDE~T OP ~ i'i2ALT['! CARe 

4 FACILITY. 
, , , 

6 h0alth ca;e facility whe~ the pc~son knowingly ~C~S :n a 

7 manner li~ely to be injurious to the physical, mental, or 

8 moral welfare of a resident of a health care facility as 

9 defined in section 135C.:. WBnteft-ne9;eet-ef-tl-'re~ideftt-ef-a 

10 heBith-ea~e-~ae~~tt1-i~-B-~e~ie~g-ffli~demeBfter. 

11 7. •. _A._person who comtnl_t_~~anton neglect of a resident of a 

12 hea:lh c9re facility whjchJ_e.s.,,~ts in serious 1nJury to the 

13 resident. 1Sg_lid ty of a class "C" f~lony...:. 

14 3. A person who commits_w:?nton neglect of a resident of a 

IS heal~,l1 __ care facili~Lwhich does not result in serious injury 

16 to the resident is guilty of an aggravated misdemeallor, 

17 EXPLANATION 

18 This bill increases the penalties for wanton neg:ect of a 

19 resident of a health care facility. Current law provides that 

20 this offense is a serious misdemeanor, with a mdximum 'Rem of 

21 imprisonment of one year, a fine not to exceed $1,000, or 

22 both. The bill provides that wanton neglect of a resident of 

23 a health care facility resulting in serious Injury is a class 

14 "e" felony, with a maxim::m te~m of ten years and the 

25 additional possibility of a fine not to exceed $10,000. 

26 Wanton neglect of health care facility residents noe resultillg 

27 1'1 se~ious injury 1S an aggravated misdemeanor, with a maximum 

28 penalty of imprisonment Ii0t to exceed two years, a fine not to 

29 exceed $5,000, or both. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

LS3 ~186SS 74 

-1- mc/sc/l4 



SENATE CLiP SHEET ~.ARcr~ ~1, 1991 

SENATE F'ILE 263 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal r:ote for Senate File 263 is hereby .';ubmi~:<.:'d Vlr' ... u;al~t to ... j~i.i1t Ruli.~ 
17. Dat3. used in deveLoping this fi.';c;;,l note is -3.v:l:i~a:Jie trom the Legislat.iv(' 
FiscaL Hureau to members of the Legi.slature upcr. reqt:(:sl. 

Senate ~ile 263 inc~eases the ?€n~lties for ~anto~ ~eg~ect at a re~ldent at a 
henLtil care facil.ity. Current Law pro~ides Lh~l th~s O~[8ns~ is a ;e('io~l:; 

mi'>d(~me,1.nor. Senate FlL2 263 ;;:akes wai'\(OIl negiect, ()f.1 hedLth c,]!-e [;-J,cii.tty 
resident, which reslllts in serious illj~ry, a Class C fcl()~y. Wanton n!~Rlcct of 
a health care facility resident whic~ does not result in s€rious :n~ur'y wuu!d 
be an aggravated misdemeanor. 

[[ IS net possible [0 ?redic~ [he number of offe,'ders who would be senrenced 
I~ndcr Lhis legislation. Howeyer, Sen~te File 263 may lncrca~l~ ?(lson 
:tdmissions t Commun:ty Bdsed Corrections' case:on.ds, 3r.d c::·ur.ty jai~ (:os~,;. An 
a~grnvated misdem~~ncr ~s punishabLe by up ~o 2 years in co~fine~ellt (ro~Jnty 

j~il Or State prison) Or may be 'ientenced to pr~ba:ion with !:uper'/isicln 
p!'"o'/ided by Community B<1~;ed Cor~ectin:1·). A Class C felo:ly I,S PUlll·:h.1bLe by fLl 

more than 10 year£ in a SLate prison. 
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