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A BILL FOR

An Act increasing the penalties for wanton neglect of a residant
of a health care facility.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 728.7, Code 199, 1= amended Lo read as .
Tollows:

26,7 WANTON NEGLECT OJF A REZ3IDENT O & mZal™h CAKRC
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1. A person commits wanton neglect

healtn care facility when the person
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moral welfare of a resident of a health care facility as
defined in section 135C... Wantonr-megiect-of-ua-resirdent-of-a
heattn-care-faciitty-ta-a-serrova-misdemeansrs

2. A person who commits wanton neglect of a resident of a

hea.th care facility which results in serious injury to the

resident is guilty of a class "C" felony.

3. A person who commits wanton neglect of a resident of a

health care facility which does not result in serious injury

to the resident is quilty of an aggravated misdemeanor.

EXPLANATION .
This blll! increases the penalties for wanton neglect of a
tesident of a health care facility. Current law provides that
this offense is a sericus misdemeancr, with a maximum =erm of
imprisonment of one year, a fine not to exceed $1,000, or
both. The bill provides that wanton neglect of a resident of

a health care facility resulting in serious 1njury 1is a class

'C" felony, with a maximum term of ten years and the
additional possipility of a fine not to exceed $10,000.

Wanton neglect of health care facility residents not resulting
in serious inijury is an aggravated misdemeancr, with a maximum
penalty of imprisonment not to exceed two years, a fine not to

exceed $5,000, or both.
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SENATE CLIP SHECT MARCH 21, 1991

‘ SENATE FILE 263
’ FISCAIL NOTE

A tiscal note for Senmate File 263 is hercby submitzed pursuant to Joint Rule
17. Data used in developlng this fiscal note is available trom the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upen request.

Senate File 263 increases the penalties for wanton neglect ot a resident of a
health  care faciiity. Current law provides thal th:is crfense is a serious
misdameanor. Senate File 263 makes wanton negiect ot a health care faciiity
resident, which results in serious injury, a Class C felony. Wanton nuglect of
a health care facility resident which does not result in serious injury would
br an aggravared misdemeanor.

[t is act pessible to predict the number of offenders whe would be serntienced
under  Lhis legislation. Howewver, Senate Tile 263 may 1ncrease peison
admissions, Community Based Corrections' caselioads, and county jail costs.  An
aggravated misdemeancr is punishable by up ro 2 years in confinement {county
jail or Srate prison) or may be sentenced to probaticn with supervision
provided by Community Based Corrections. A Class C felony is punishable by no
more than 10 yeare in z State prison,

Source: Department of Corrections (LSG 1486ss, BAL)

ED MARCH 20, 1991 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR




