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Se~tiO!l 256.7, subsect~on 7, CO(~~ :991~ is 

(. 256.l1i-' 

-: ,~{,.-; 

; :;..... " 

17 of the [ollowi~~ areas: 

d -~ . 2ducatio::a: serV1CeS. 

:9 !:J. M~dia se[v':c~s. 

20 c. Special 2du(:ation serVlces. 

7.1 2. For cne scheol yed~ com:ne!lci.ng July 2.: 199], ar;o 

22 ~ach succeedIng year, the depart:nQrlt of eciucatic:rl sjal: i~~~ 

23 the precess esta~}is~ed by the state boa:d to accr2di~ dl~ 

The ~ccreditation process s~a21 

25 incl,udc a~ iil:ernal self study, i.~cJudi:)g inpl~t ft'ooc agency 

26 COIlstitcents. and an external validatiol~ scudy by che 

27 dep~r:me~t fo~ complia:lce with acc~editatlcn standards a~d d 

78 co~pre~lensi.ve on-si~e vis~t by an accred~t~~ion tea~1 0~ce 

29 Eve,y ~ive years. ~he nllmber and ccmpositioll o~ the 

30 J:\C7\'oC~·S!.:"p of t";,e accteditat:or. te'):~l, dete:-:ninec by c::e 

31 di~pc __ or of the d~p2rt~en: of ed~cation, s~al~ include 

32 men~be:ship fro~ other area educat~on age~c~es i~ (he 
1 -.. j compr0~e~siv~ o~-si.~e visits. Afr.er V::S:!...lr:q 

34 ed~c~ti()n age~cy, the accreditation tea~ shall ~e:ermine 

35 whether the a:credita:~on standards have bee~ :~et and sha:l • 
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1 maKe a report to the d:rector, together vl:tn a recoUllliendat ion 

2 as to whether :he area education agency sha!l re~ain 

3 acc~ed:ted. The accreditation tea~ s~all reyort stre~gths d~d 

4 weaknesses, if any, for each stalldard and sha:: advise the 

5 area education age~cy of availab~e resources and technical 

6 assistance to further enhance strengths and improve areas of 

7 weakness. An area education agency may respond to the 

8 accreditation team's report and may formacly appeal the 

9 f:ndings to the state board. 

10 3. The director shall review the accreditation team1s 

11 report, and the response of the area education agency, and 

i2 provide a report and recon~endation to the state board a10ng 

13 with copies of the accreditation team's report, the response 

14 to the report, and other pertinent information. The 

15 department of educatio;l shall determine whetller the area 

16 education agency shall remain accredited. If the dE.'Pdr~.mE'nt-

17 of ed'lcatlon determines that an area educa:ior, agency should 

18 not remain accredited, ~he sta~e director, in cooperation wi=h 

19 the area education agency, shall establish a plan prescribing 

20 the p=ocedures that must be taken to correct defic~encies in 

21 mee:ing the standards. and shall establish a dead::ne, of no 

22 more than three years and no less than one year for the 

23 completion of the procedures. The plan is subject to appeal 

24 before the state board. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

4. During the period of time specified in the plan Eor its 

implementation by an area education agency, the area educat~cln 

agency remains accredited. The accredication team shall 

revisit the area education agency at the cime establisned in 

the plan and shall determine whether :he defic~encies in the 

standards have been corrected and shall make a report and 

tecorr~endation to the director and the state b03rd. ~he s:ate 

board shall review the report a~d reco~~endat:on, may request 

additional information, and shall determine whether the 

deficiencies have been corrected. If the deficienc:es have 

not been corrected, the state board shall me~ge the territory 
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1 of the area educat~on agency with one or more contiguous area 

2 edllc~tion agencies. The criteria for assignment of school 

3 districts to contiguous area education agenc:es shall include, 

4 but not be :imited to, :mproving access to quality services 

5 and long-term enrol~ment stability. Division o~ personnel, 

6 assets, and liabilities of the area education agency shall be 

7 as provided in section 273.17. The board of d~rectors of an 

8 affected school district may ma~e reco~~enda:iQns to the state 

9 board concerning the assignment of the district to an area 

10 education agency. 

11 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 257.37 FU~DING MEDIA AND 

12 EDUCATIONA[, SERVICES. 

13 Media services and educational services provided through 

14 the area education agencies shall be ~unded, to the extent 

15 prov~dcd, by an addition to the district cost of each school 

16 district, determined as follows; 

)7 1. The total amount funded in each area for rne,'ia servIces 

18 in the budget year is equal to eighty-three hUl!dredchs of one 

19 percent of the state cost per pupil for the budget year 

20 multiplied by the enrollment served In the area for the bl;dget 

21 year. Thirty percent of the budget of an area for media 

22 services shall be expended for media resource material whicl! 

23 shall only be used for the purchase or replacement of materi~ 

24 required in sectiol! 273.6, subsections I, 2, and 3. Funds 

2S shall be paid to area education agenc~es as provided in 

26 section 257.35. The costs shall be allocated to sc~ool 

27 districts in the area based upon the proportion of the 

28 enrollment served that resides In t~e dcstrict. 

29 2. The total amount funded in eac~ area ~or educat:ona~ 

30 services in t~e budget year is equal to nine[y-one ~und~ed:~s 

3l of one percent of the s:ate cost ~er p~pi: :or ~~e budget year 

37 m~ltiplied by the en~cllme~t served i~ the area :or t~e budge~ 

33 yeal. Fu~cs shall be paid to area ed~cat:on agencies ~s 

34 provided in sec:ion 257.35. The costs sha:l be a~loca:cd to 

35 sctlool districts in the area based upon the proportiOI! of the 
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1 e~rollment served that resides in the distric:. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

3. "Enrollment served l' means the basic en~oll~enl plus ~he 

number of nonpuhlic school pupils served with ~ed~a services 

or educational services, as applicabie, except that If a 

nonpublic school pupil or a pupil attendi~g a~other distriCL 

under a whole-gratie sharing agreeffient or open enrollmel:t 

receives serv~ces through an area other than the area of tIle 

pupil's reside~ce, the pupil shall be deemed to be served by 

9 the area of the pupil's reside~ce, which slla11 by contraclua~ 

10 arrange~ent reireburse the area th~ough whict the p~pi: 

11 actually receives sprvices. ~ach school dis~rict shall 

i2 include in the third Friday in September enrollment report ohe 

13 nuniber of nonp~b:ic school pupils within each school district 

14 for media and educa:ional services served by the area. 

l5 4 . If an area education agency does not serve nonpublic 

16 school pupils in a manner comparable to services provide,1 

17 public school pupils for media and educational secvices, as 

l8 determined by the state board of education, ~!".e st.a~e bOdrd 

19 shall instruct the department of managener.: to red:..:c€' tr.p 

20 funds for media services and educational services one t; me oy 

21 an amount to compensate for sucr. reduced services. The media 

22 services budget shall be reduced by an amount equal to the 

23 product of the cost per pupil in basic enrol~ment ~or the 

24 budget year for media services times the difference between 

25 the enrollment served and the basic enro!lme~t recorded for 

26 the area. The educational services budget shall be reduced by 

27 an amount equal to the product of the cost per pupil in baSIC 

28 enrollmer.t for the budge: year for educational services times 

29 the difference between the enrollment served and the basic 

30 enrollment recorded for the area. 

31 This subsection applies only to media and educatio~a; 

32 services whiCh cannot be diverted for re:igious pllrposcS. 

33 Notwithstanding this subsection, a~ area education age:lcy 'e 34 15 

shall distribute to ~onp~blic schools ~edia ~ater~a15 

purchased '",holly or partially >lith feclera: funds in a manner 
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1 comparable to the dist~ibution of such media materials to 

2 public schools as dete~mined by the director of the department 

3 oE education. 

4 Sec. 4. Section 273.2, Code 1991, is ame:lded by st[i~ing 

5 the section and inserting i~ lieu thereof the following: 

6 273.2 AREA EDUCATION AGENCY ESTABLISHED -- BOU~DARIES. 

7 Fifteen area education age~cies are established throughout 

8 the state, each oE which is governed by an area education 

9 age~cy board of directors. The bou~daries of an area 

10 education agency shal: not divide a school district. The 

11 d1rector of the department of education may adjust boundaries 

12 of area education agencies 1n which to take into account 

13 reorganizations, dissolutions, whole-grade sharing agreements, 

14 or boulldary line changes of local school districts. 

15 An area educat10n agency established under this chapter is 

]6 a body politic as a school corporation for the purposes of 

17 exercising powers granted under this chapter, and ::ay sue and 

18 be sued. 

19 An area education agency board shall provide for spee,ial 

20 education, media, and educational services for the local 

21 SChool districts in the area and shall determine the policies 

22 of the area education agency for providing programs and 

23 services to the local school districts. 

24 Sec. 5. Section 273.3, Code 1991, is amended by striki~g 

25 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the [ollowillg: 

26 273.3 DUTES AND POWERS or AREA EDUCATION AGeNCY BOARD. 

27 1. Provide special education, media, and educational ser-

28 Vlces to districts as required ~y standards established by tr.e 

29 state board of educat:on and as required by standards set 

30 for~h 1n the rules for special education, media, and 

3: educdtional services, or as requested by Ioea: districts. T~e 

32 boare, in imple~ent:r.g th:s subsection shall offer tr.e 

33 fo:lowing support services to local school d:stricts: 

34 a. Local diScrict plannir.g ar.d assessmer.t or evaluation 

35 functi ons. 

-~-



e 

e 

e 

~ 

2 

3 

~ 

S.F. H.F. 

b. Local district program developme~t and impleI:1encati.o'l, 

especially in the area 0: curriculum developII,e:ot and 

implen~enta t ion. 

c. Organizing and developing human resources. 

5 d. Identifying support services to cocal school dis:ricts 

6 to assist in the teaching and learning processes. 

7 2. Respond to school district requests for spec~alized 

8 services beyond the services required by standards if 

9 resources exist for implerrentation of services. 

10 3. An area education agency may contract, whenever 

11 practicable. with other school corporations ~or the use of 

12 personnel, buildings, facilities, supplies, equiprnerlt, 

13 programs, and services. 

14 4. Subject to rules of the state board of educa~ion, 

15 provide services directly or by contractual agreerrent WI:,l 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

16 public or private agencies, including but noe lin,ited :0, 

contracts for the area education agency to provide programs or 

services to the :oca1 school districts and contracts for lo(,al 

school districts, other educational agencies. and publlC and 

private agencies to provide programs and services to the lo"a: 

school districts in the area education agency in lieu of the 

area education agency providing the services. Contrac:s may 

be made with public or private agencies located outside the 

state if the progrars and services comply with the rules of 

25 the state board. Rules adopted by the state board of 

26 education Shall be consistent with rules adopted by the board 

27 of educational examiners relating to lice~sing of 

28 practitioners. 

79 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

5. Cooperate and contract between area education agencies 

and with other public agencies to p~ovide special educat~on 

programs and se~vices, media services, and ed~cational 

services to schools and child~e~ :esiding wi:hi~ ~hei~ 

respect!ve a~eas. 

6. Be authorized :0 lease, subject to the approva~ 0: the 

director of :he department 0: education and to receive by glEt 
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1 alld operate and maintain facilities and bGildings necessary to 

2 provide authorized prograffis and services. However, a lease 

3 for less than tell years and with an annual cost oE less thaII 

4 twenty-five thoGsa~d dollars does ~ot reqGire the approval of 

5 the director. If a lease requires approval, the director 

6 shall not approve the lease until the director is satisfied by 

7 investigation that public school corporations within the area 

8 do not have suitable facilities available. 

9 7. Be aGthorized to enter into agreements for services. 

10 the joint use of personnel. buildings. facilIties. supplies. 

11 and equipment with school corporations and public and private 

12 agencies as deemed necessary to provide authorized programs 

13 and services. 

14 8. Be authorized to make application for. accept. and 

15 expend state a~d federal funds that are available for programs 

16 of educatio~al benefit approved by the director or the 

17 department of education. and cooperate with the department In 

18 the manner provided in the federal-state plans or deparlment 

19 rules in the effectuation and admi~istration of programs 

20 approved by the director. or approved by other educational 

21 agencies. which agencies have been approved as state 

22 educational authorities. 

23 9. Be authorized to perform all other acts necessary to 

24 carry out the provisions and intent of this chapter. 

25 10. Employ personnel to carry out the functions of the 

26 area education agency which shall include the employment of an 

27 adminislrator who shall possess a license issued under chapter 

28 260. The administrator shall be employed pursuant ~o sections 

29 279.20. 279.23. 279.24. and 279.25. The salary for all area 

30 educdtion agency administrator shall be estah:ished by the 

31 board based upon the previous experience and educat!on of the 

32 admin:strator. Section 279.13 applies to the area education 

33 agency board and to all teachers e~ployed by the area 

34 education agency. Sections 279.23. 279.24. and 279.25 apply 

35 to the area education board and to all administrators e~p:oyed 
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l by the area education agency. 

2 11. Prepare an annual budget estimating income and 

3 expenditures for prograffis and services as provided in sections 

4 273.1 to 273.9 and chapter 281 within the lirelts of funds 

5 provided under section 281.9 and chapter 257. The board shall 

6 give notice of a public hearing on the proposed b~dget by 

I pubiication in an official county newspaper in each co~nty i.: 

8 the territory of the area education agency in which toe 

9 principal place of business of d school district that is a 

10 part of the area education agency is located. The notice 

11 shall specify the date. which shall be not la:er than February 

12 1 of each year. the time. and the location of the public 

13 hearing. The proposed budget as approved by the board sha1 

i4 then be submitted to the state board of education. 011 ~orrns 

15 provided by the department. no later thaII February l~ 

16 preceding the next fiscal year ~or approva!. The state boacd 

17 shall review the proposed budget of each area ed~cat!on dgP~Cy 

18 and shall before March 31, either grant approval or retur'l the 

19 budget without approval \'Iith comments of the state bOd:"d 

20 included. An unapproved budget shall be resub~itted to the 

21 state board for final approval. 

27 12. Be authorized to pay. out of f~nds available to the 

23 

24 

25 

board. 

cation 

13. 

reasonable annual dues. as approved by the area ed~ 

agency board. 

At the request of an employee or area educatio!1 age~cy 

through contractual agreement. arrange for the purchase 

27 of an individual annuity contract for any of its employees 

26 board 

28 from any company the e~ployee chooses that is author~zed Lo do 

29 business in this state. The anr.uity contract may be for 

30 retirement or other purposes and shall be purchased throl:gh an 

31 Iowa-licensed i~su~a~ce agent selected by the employee. Thp 

32 board may make payroi: deductions in accorda:!ce with 

33 arrangements with the employee. for the purpose of payl:lg the 

34 entire premiu~ d~e, and to oecome due, unde~ :he contract. 

35 The ded~ction5 shall be made in the manner which wil: q~a:~fy 

-8-
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1 the annuity premi~ms for the be~efits under section 403(0) of 

2 the Internal Revenue Code, as defined in section 422.3. The 

3 employee's rights under the annuity contract are 

4 nonforfeitable u~less there is a failure to pay premillms. 

5 14. Be authorized to establish and pay a~l or any part of 

6 the cost of group health insurance plans, nonprofit group 

7 medical service plans and group life :nsurance plans adopted 

8 by :he board for the benefit of employees 0: the area 

9 education agency, from funds available to the board. 

10 15. Meet at least annually with the members of the boards 

11 of directors of the merged areas which have central campus 

12 sites located within the area education ageccy to discuss 

11 coordination of programs and services and other matters of 

14 mutual interest to the boards. 

IS 16. Be authorized to issue warrants and anticipatory 

16 warrants pursuant to chapter 74. ?he app!icab:e rate of 

17 interest shall be determined pursuant to sections 74A.2, 

18 74A.3, and 74A.7. ~his subsection shall not be constr~ed to 

19 authorize a board to levy a tax. 

20 17. Be authorized to issue school credit cards allowi!lg 

21 area edllcation agency employees to pay for the actual and 

22 necessary expenses incurred in the performance of work-relatPI. 

23 duties. 

24 18. Be authorized to charge user fees for cer~ain 

25 materials and services that are not required by law or by 

26 rules of the state board of education a~d are specifically 

27 requested by districts or accredited nonpublic schools served. 

28 19. Provide aux:liary services for nonp~blic school 

29 pupilS, as provided in section 256.12. However, If auxiliary 

]0 services are ptovided, their funding s~all be based on the 

]1 type of service provided. 

32 20. Adopt a pol:cy which prohib~ts unlawful possession, 

33 ilSP Qr distribu~ion o~ co~trol:ed substances or alcoho:~c 

34 beverages by students and einployees on property owned or 

3~ leased by t~e agencj. In carry:ng out this po:icy, ~he area 

-9-
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1 education agency may provide substance abuse preventiotl 

2 programs for stude~ts and employees. 

3 Sec. 6. Section 273.4, Code :991, is amended by strlking 

4 the section aI~d inserting in lieu thereof t~e fo:lowing: 

5 273.4 DUTIES OF ADMINISTi<ATOR. 

6 The administrator of the area education agency shall se~vc 

7 as the chief executive officer of the area educa:ion aqency 

8 and shall report directly to the area education agency board 

9 of directors. All personnel employed by the area education 

10 agency shall report ~o the administrator or ~he 

11 administrator'S designee for all agency func~ions as approved 

12 by the board of directors. The administrator shall fUI1Ction 

13 as the principal contact with all schooi districts and 

14 

15 

16 

17 

nonpublic schools within the area education agency boun<larlcS, 

and shall delegate responsibilities an~ authori:y to e~ployecs 

according to the po:icies es:ahlisl.ed by the board of 

directors. 

18 Sec. 7. Section 273.6, Code :991, is amc~dcd by striking 

19 the sectio~ and inserting in lieu thereof the followi~9: 

20 273.6 MEDIA SERV:CES. 

21 The media services required under section 273.2 shal: offer 

22 leadership, planning, and services and offer all of the 

23 following: 

2~ 1. A wide selection of instructional materials in a 

2S variety of formats available on a timely basis, including 

26 those designed to accommodate student learni:lg styles. 

27 2. A variety of materials and consultation services to 

28 support individual and group staff deve:opmcnt as well as 

29 program developme~t. Materials and co~s~ltation services ~Qy 

30 inc:ude, but are not limited to, a professio~al library, 

3: 
32 

33 

14 

35 

c~rriculum laboratory, workshops, reference serVices, 

instrtlctional design, and one-on-one consulting. 

3. Assista~ce in the production of original design and 

reproduction of materials such as, but not limited to, 

transparencies prod~ccion, videotape prod~cti0n and editing, 

-10-
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1 film5~rips prod~ction( slide tape presentations, graphic 

2 deAign and printing support, and software development. 

3 4. Access to pro:esstonal staff with experc:se in media 

4 ad;ninistration, media cen=er automation and design, media 

5 ~tllization, media production, printing and grapnlcs 

6 manage~ent, integration of media library science, and 

7 instructional design. 

8 5. Assistance in the utilization of informa:ion and 

9 technology which may include, but is not limlted to, 

10 electronic networking, video disc, interactive media, the Iowa 

11 communications net\vork, satel:ite links, and daea base 

12 searchir.g. 

13 6. Delivery services to each approved school district 

14 building. 

15 Sec. 8. Section 273.7, Code 1991, IS amended by striking 

16 the section and inserting in lleu thereof the Eol:nwing: 

17 273.7 EDUCATIONAL SERVICES. 

18 The area ed~cation agencies shall offer leadershlp and 

19 services to each local school district, for purposes 0: school 

20 improvement in the areas of curriculum and instruction, staff 

21 development, planning, assessment, and administrative services 

22 as fo~lo\-ls: 

23 1. CURRICULUM AND INSTR0CTION. Area education agenCles 

24 shall offer all of the following: 

2S a. Service and leadership to teachers, stude:lts, a~d 

26 admin~strators in areas including, but not limited to, 

27 curriculum develop~ent and refineme~t processes, educational 

28 improvement, and effectiveness. 

29 b. A staf: wi~~ general and specialized educationa: 

30 t~air.:ng :n broad-based :earni~g opportunities for a~l :ocal 

31 schoo: sta:f and s:~dents. 

32 c. Encourageme~t of f:exible, collaborative efEorts alno~~g 

33 ]ocal educat~o!1 ager:cies, area edUCation agc!'"'.cies, comJiu.:nity 

34 colleges, other institJt:ons of highe~ educdt!on, the 

35 depar:inent of educatio~, a~d other agencies to ~eel cha~gi~g 
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'e needs. 

2 2. 

3 all of 

S.2. 

STAFF DEVELO?~ENT. Area education agencies shall offer 

the following: 

4 a. ?rovisio:1 for staff devc:oprEenl :~rOJgh usc of in~e!:1i1~ 

S or external resources which may i~cllide, bu~ are ~ot li~ited 

6 to, electronic learning and other appropr~aLe tectlno~ogies. 

7 b. ?rovision for an array of of:erings des:gned :0 meet 

8 the needs of licensed, un:icensed, or board of education 

9 personnel in areas including, but not limited to, lice"5in9 

10 req'lireme!lts, programs mandated by the state. professional 

11 growth, curriculum developrient, and curriculum irr.p~e:r.e'I:"tj()". 

:2 3. ASSESSMENT. Area education agencies shall: 

13 a. Assist ~ocal schoo: districts in assessing st~dpnts' 

l~ learlling outcomes, programs, and staff in the areas of 

:5 procedures, instr~mentation, analysis, and repo~ting. 

16 b. Assist local sChool districts in train~ng staff members 

17 in student and program assessment and evaluative decision 

18 making. 

19 c. Provide teChnical assistance or resources for 5l~dell~ 

20 assessment analysis. 

2l 4. ADMINIS~RATIVE ASSISTANCE. Area educat:on agencies may 

22 offer any administrative services and assistance in the 

23 formation of consortiums which contrib~te to the eEfecciveness 

24 and efficiency of school districts. 

25 Sec. 9. Section 273.8, subsection 1, Code 199~, is a;n",::Jed 

26 to read as follows: 

27 1. BOARD OF DIRECTORS. The board of directors of an ared 

28 education agency shall consist of not less than five nor mOle 

29 than nine members, each a resident of and elec~ed in the 

30 n!a~11Cr provided in this section ~rom a direc~or district ~11dt 

31 is approxi~ateiy equal in population to :he otl'er dlreC~O[ 

32 districts in the area education agency. Each director shall 

33 serve a three-year term which comme~ces at the orga~izat:on 

34 meeting. However, ~f a~ area ed~cation ace~c'! is dis501vcJ O~ -,,--,-----=.c'-----.:: "'----=-"-_=_=_ • • " '. _ h ....... _ o.-=---=--:.. 

35 me_:_gec ;'iith other area education agencies, the age:;~_,~es 
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1 affected .. ~ the. dissolution and me:ger shall consIst of 
- ".-- . . 

2 membe~5. ----_. 

3 Sec. 10. Section 273.8, subsection 5, Code :991, is 

4 amended by striking the subsection. 

5 Sec. 11. Section 273.9, subsection 1, Code 1991, is 

6 arne.,cec by striking the subsection and inserting in lie~ 

7 thereof the following: 

nine 

8 ~. Funding for area education agencies shale be provided 

9 p'lrSllant to chapter 257. Area education agencies are 

lO authorized to receive funding and sell services a~d 

as provided in this chapter. 11 corrunod i ties 

12 Sec. 12. Section 273.9, subsections 3, 4, and 5, Code 

13 1991, are amended by striki~g the subsections. 

14 Sec. 13. Section 273.9, unllumbered paragraph I, Code 1991, 

15 is amended to read as follows: 

16 The state board of education shall adopt rules unde. 

17 chapter 17A relating to the approval of program pl;~s ~~de~ 

18 h · . f F'· F" d . • t ~3-3ect,,(')~ or purposes 0_ rece:v.!.:::.'L._unclng un e'· cna..2...L.::-'. 

19 257. 

20 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 273.:4 EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHANGE. 

21 When an area education agency is enlarged, reorganjzed, 

22 merged, or dissolved, the change shall take effect on July" 

23 following the date of the decision of the state board to 

24 approve the enlargement, reorganization, merger, or 

25 dissolution if the decision was made by the prior November 30. 

26 Otherwise the change sha:l take effect on July lone year 

27 later. 

28 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 273.:5 MANAGEME~T OF DISSOLVED 

29 AREA EDUCATION AGENCIES. 

30 IE an area education age~cy is d~ssolved, reorganized, or 

3i is merged with another area educatio~ agency 0: area educat~on 

32 age~cies, the area education age~cy or the par~s of the area 

33 educatiO:1 agency wh:ch merge .·,.'.eh a:lOther area edlicat:on 

34 age:1cy sha:l be governed by the board a:1d administra~iO:1 o~ 

35 the receiving area educa:ion agency until the boundaries of 
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1 the reorganized area education agency can be redrawll arId a 

2 director district convention held for the newly for~ed area 

3 education agency. Redrawing of boundaries and the hold!:lg of 

4 the di~ector district conventions shall ta~e place no ld~er 

5 t~lan JUlle 30 of the year prior to the eEEect~ve date of the 

6 change. A director who resides in an existing di.rector 

7 district shall rerna!n in office if the director's residence's 

8 located in a newly formed director district and no other 

9 director resides within the boundaries of the newly formed 

10 district. If no existing director resides within the 

11 boundaries of a ~ewly formed director district. a conventlO:l 

12 shall be conducted and a new director selected. If more thdrl 

13 one director from any affected area education agency res~des 

14 in a newly formed director district. the new director shall. be 

15 Chosen Eroal among the old diucctors by lot. 

16 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 27 3.16 EMPLOYi1E:N':' CONTiV\C';'S 0" ---.--

17 ARSA EDUCATION AGENC{. 

18 1. The terlcs of emplclyment of area educatiol! age~cy 

19 personIlel for the school yea~ foilowing the eEfec~ive dale o~ 

20 a dissolution or merger of an area education dge~cy shall not 

21 be affected by the ~ormation of the new area educatio!1 agency, 

22 except in accolda~ce with the procedures outlined in 

23 s~b~ect~ons 2 and 3, and the authority and respo~sii)ility to 

24 offer new contrac~s or to continue, modiCy, or ter~inclt~ 

25 existing contracts pursuant to section 273.3 tor :he SCllC)ol 

26 year beginrling with ~he ef~ective date of the disso:utio:l, 

27 shall be tra.lsferred from the board of the existing area 

28 edllcation agency to the board or boards of th~ new afeu 

29 education agency on ~he :hird T~esday of Jan~ary p[~or to tile 

]0 schoo: year the dissolution or merger IS effective. 

11 2. The collec:ive barga~ning agreement o~ the existing 

32 accred::ed area educatio~ agency whiCh serves the largest 

33 total district bas~c enrollme:\t, as defined ~n sectio~ 257.6, 

34 in the new area education agency shall se[~e as :he base 

35 agreement and the eoployees of the other area education agcr:cy 

. . 
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1 invo:ved in the formation of the new area education agency 

2 shalL automaticaEv be accreted to the bargaining ur.it of that 

3 collective ba~ga!ning agreement for purposes of negot~ating 

4 the contracts for the following yea!s witho~t further action 

5 by the public employment ,elations board. If only one 

6 collective bargaining agreement is in effect amol'g the area 

7 education agencies which are affected by the formation of the 

8 new area education agency, then that agreement shall setve as 

9 the base agreement, and the employees of the other area 

10 education agency involved in the formation of the new area 

11 edllcation agency shall automatically be accreted to the 

12 bargaining unit of that collective bargaining agreement for 

13 purposes of negotiating the contracts for the following years 

14 wi~hout further action by the public employme~t relations 

l~ board. The board of the newly formed area education agency, 

16 using the base agreenent as its existing contract, Shall 

17 ba!gain with the combined employees o~ the existi~g a!ea 

18 education agencies for the schooi year begi~ning with the 

19 effective date of the dissolution. The bargaining shall be 

20 co:::pleted by March 15 pr lor to the schccl year in which :he 

21 dissolution becomes effective. If a bargaining agreernen~ was 
22 already concluded by the board and employees of the existi.:g 

23 accredited area education agency with the COlltract serving as 

24 the base agreement for the schoo" year beginning with the 

2~ effective date of che dissolution, that agreement shall be 

26 void. However, if the base agreement contains multiyea, 

27 provisions affecting SChool years subsequent to the effective 

28 date of the dissolution, the base agreement shall remain in 
29 effect as specified in the agreenent. 

30 3. The provisions of the base agreemen~ shall apply to the 

31 offering of new contracts, Or continuation, modification, or 

32 tprmi:latior. of existing contracts as provided in subsection 1. 

33 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 273.]7 D~VISIO~ OF PERSONNEL, 
34 ASSETS, AND L!ABILITIES AFTER DISSOLUTION -- ARB!TRATION. 

35 By March 1. the board of directors of the newiy formed area 
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~ educa~ion agency shall meet with the board or boards of all of 

2 the old area education agencies, or parts of area education 

3 agerlcies, affected by the organization of the ne~ area 

( education agency for the purpos~ oE reachi~g joint ag~eeme~': 

5 on an equitabie divisiorl of the person~el e~ployed by :!le oLd 

6 area education agency or agencies and any real property held 

7 by ~he old area education agency or agencies. ~ivision of 

8 personnel sha:.l take ':'nto accoun~ the person's workstation ::~ 

9 the old area education agency. 

10 Between July 1 and July 20. the board or boards of the 

11 ne~)ly formed area educa.tion agency or 3ge~clPs Shdll !nee:. "li::t: 

12 the board of the old area education agency, or parts of the 

13 area ed~cation agency affected by :he organization o~ the r~p~ 

14 ared education agency, for p~[poses of reachi~g joi~t 

15 agrec~ent on an equitable div~sion o! the othe: assets o[ the 

~6 arpa edllcatio!l agency or pdrLs o~ thp ar~a education agej~cy 

17 and an p-quitable diBtribution of the liabilitIes of the 

18 affected ared education agency or pacts of t~e area ed~ca[i0~ 

19 agency. If the boards cannot agree on a divisio~ anI! 

20 distrib~tion of person:lel, real proper~YI othe~ assets, cr 

21 liabilities, the matters on which :hey di~fel shall be decid~d 

22 by disi,nterestcd arbitrators, Olle se~ected by eaci) boat"d 

23 having an interpst in the matters jn dispute. If t~e n~;;jt)er 

24 of arbitrators se:ecced is even, ther, one shall be addpd by 

25 the director of the department 0:: educci~ion. T!',e deClsi('" or 
26 the arbitrators shal! be made in writing a!ld ~ilcd with the 

27 acting board secreta!'"y of the ne~'ly Eorr;:2d are.::-t t:cuca!..ior: 

28 agency, and any party to Lhe proceedi~g rr.ay ,",'peal f~of.l :he 

29 decis!O!1 to the distcicc court by serving a noeice of appcu: 

30 on the act~ng boa~d secretary within twenty days after t~:p 

31 decis~o~ of the arbitracots i~ filed. ~he appeAl sha1l ~e 

32 tr!ed ~n equity and a decree entered decermi'ling the e~tire 

33 :!latter. 

34 Sec. :8. NEW SECTION. 273.18 PROPOSALS FOR MERCER OR 

15 DISSOLUTION. 
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1 Tne board of directors of an area education agency may 

2 propose to merge the agency with a contiguous area education 

3 agency or to dissolve and assign the school districts in the 

4 age:lcy :0 other contiguous area education age~cies. The plan 

5 shall include provisions for selecting the interj~ and initial 

6 boards of direccors; for division of assets, personnel, and 

7 liabilities; and for assignnlent of school districts to a 

8 conciguous area education agency or agencies. The merger or 

9 dissolution of an area ed~cation agency shall be s~b:ect to 

10 the approval of the state board of education. The state board 

11 of ed~cation shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter l7A to 

12 establish a procedure to include but not limited to a public 

13 hearing and criteria for approving the merger or dissolution 

14 of an area ed~cation agency, which shall include, but no: be 

15 limited to, improving access to quality services and long-term 

16 enrollment stability. 

17 Sec. 1.9. Section 281.2, subsection 4, Code 199., is 

18 amended to read as follows: 

19 4. Moft~y~ Any funds received by the school district of the 

20 child's residence for the child's education, derived frOli! 

21 moneys funcl~ received through c~apter 257, this chapte~, and 

22 

23 

24 

2", 

sect ion 

child's 

agency, 

ror the 

273.9 shall be paid by the school district of the 

residence to the appropriate educacion agency, p~ivaL, 

or other school district providing special educa:io~ 

child pursuant to contractual arrangements as provided 

26 in section 273.3, subsections 5-8ftd-T 4 and 5. 

27 Sec. 20. The department of education shall establish a 

28 committee to conduct a study relating to the accreditatior. of 

29 Iov,a's area education agencies. The committee shall be 

30 cumpused of representatives from the departmen~ of education, 

31 Ioedl education age~cies, me~bers o~ ttie ge~era: public, a~d 

32 area education agencies. A majority of the me~bership of the 

33 com!rt:ttee shall be comp,ised of representatives of ioca: 

34 education agencies a:1d area educ"tion ager.cies. The cOill:ilic<:ee 

35 shall deve"op reccI;::lIencations for accreditation s:andards :Oor 
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.l.. area. ed~lcatior1 agencies by Octobe~ 1: 1991, ar:c s~all SUb;~lir. 

2 those reconunencations to the sta~e board of eCClcation ilnci to 

3 the ge~eral asse~bly for revIew a~d approval. 

4 S2c.2l.. Sections 1,4 throug;-, l7, .'1:ld :9 cf: tr:is Act ta~e 

S effect Ja~udry 1, 1992. 

6 Sec. 22. Section 3 of this Act takes effect upon 

"1 enact;nent, for the purpose of perform.i:;g procedur~s :'-2quirp.G 

8 for the levying of property taxes which are payable in ~h2 

9 budget year beginning July 1, 1991. 

lO Sec. 23. Sec dons 2 and 18 of this Act ta~e effect ",leY L, 

11 199:,. 

17 Sec. 24. Section 20 of this Act =akes ef~ect ~pon 

13 enactment. 

14 

15 This bill establishes an accreditation pr()ce~s, :nclud::~S 

16 dissolt.:tion provis~ons, :or a~ea edl;cdt.':'O:~ 3.i;e;1c~es. 

1"1 Trar.si tion provisions for t:'e tra:~sfer Ero:n the ex ist i r:g d[€'L 

18 educa~ion agencies to the new area education agencies of 

19 asse~s, person~el, :iabilities, cl~d con:racL~a: 

20 responsibilities and powers are i~cl~ded. which are SIII::id[ to 

21 those currently used for the reorganiza~io~ of sc~oc! 

22 districts. The acc~editation process, which is similar to 

23 that used for school distrlcts, is to be created by the starR 

24 board of education and impl~;nented by ti,e der)artli,en~ of 

25 ed<lca::ion. 

26 The services to be provided by each area educa:ioll ag2nc:y 

27 have been altered \oith the excep':ion of specia: ecue,Hio:) 

28 services, which remain the sa~e. The s:a~da:~s for con~e:lts 

29 of media services a~d nedia service responSibilities have b~2:) 

30 altered, as well as the ~equirerne~~s re:a:i~g :0 ed!~cat~cn~l 

31 serVlces. A fundi~g mecha~is;n is prov~ded for med~a a~d 

32 ed~ca~io~a] services for ~he area education ag0~cics be0in~:[~g 

33 July 1, 1991. 

34 A provisio~ per~i:ting the dissoiution or ~lcl·gcr 

35 education age~cy will be ~n e~fect. The de()~rti~i?~t o~ 
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1 education is to develop proposed standards and an economic 

2 impact statement for the accreditation of area education 

3 agencies. 

4 

5 

6 
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9 

10 

11 
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