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1 An Act to permit private instruction of a child of compulsory 

2 attendance age by a parent, guardian, or custodian upon 

3 provision of notice to the cleek of the district COurt in the 
4 child's district of residence. 

S BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. d2:3bJ H.F. 

1 Spc:ion 1. Section 299.1, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 

2 1991, is ame~ded to read as fallows: 

3 In lieu of such attendance such child may attend upon 

4 equiva~e~t private instruction by a licensee teacher 

5 child's par_ent, gua~e~.a.n, or cus~_odian else'".here. 

or OV the ___ 4. __ 

6 Sec. 2. Section 299.4, Code 1991, is ame.lded to read as 

7 follows: 

8 299.4 REPORTS AS ?O PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

9 ". The pare~t. guardian, or cus~odidn of a child who by 

10 September 15 is over seven and under sixteen years of age, who 

11 places the child under pr ivate instruct:.o~ ~a 1 ice~sed 

12 teache~. not in an accredited or approved school, shall 

13 furnish a report in duplicate, to the distric~ by the earlies~ 

14 starting date specified in section 279.10, subsection 1. The 

15 secretary shall retain and file one copy and forward the other 

16 copy to the district's area education agency. The report 

17 shall state the name and age of the child, the per od of time 

18 during which the child has been or will be under pr~va~e 

19 instruction for the school year, an outline of the course of 

20 study, texts usee, and the name and address of t~e ins::~ctor. 

21 The term "outline of course of study" shall incl~de, but is 

22 not limited to, subjects covered, weekly lesson plans, and 

23 time spent on the areas of study. 

24 2. The par.e_nt, guardian, or custodian of a c:cild ,,,ho is 

25 over seve~ and under sixtee'l years _'2.~ age by ?e}'tember 15, who 

26 instructs the child without the assistance of a licensed 

27 teacher, shall send a written notice to the clerk of the 

28 district court in the district of the child's residence withic! 

29 thirty days of ~he earliest starti:19 date s£~cified in section 

30 279.:0, s~bsection L. The clerk shall retain and ~ile the 

31 not ice and fonlard a CODy ~~ the no:ice to the board of the 

32 loca: public school district and the district's area ed~cat:~n 

33 agp~cy. The ~otice shall state ~he ~a~es a~d ages of ~he 

34 children under private instruction, the :ocat~oll a~ which the 

35 ££l~ate instruction by the parent, O "a 'd; an -' ...... - .. , or c:...:s:odiar. 
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1 taking place, and contain a certification _that the parent~ 

2 guardian, or custodian ~,ill provide instructi.on :'n readi nq~ 

3 lan~e ars-s, mathematics,_social st,udie~~nd sci.enc~'l'he 

4 notice shall also include at :east one of the fOllowino: ---- ----------------'--- ---~ 

5 a. Evidence that the parent, qua,dian, __ or custodian 

6 providing the instruction holds a baccalaureat:e degree frol!:, __ an 

7 accredited public Or private higher ed!lcarion institl!.tio!1.: 

8 b. A written statement fran a lice~sed teacher which 

9 certifies that the teacher has exar.-.inec .il~r:.t:ol.io of, rile 

10 child's work and that the child's progress is adequate (or th~ 

11 child's age and ability. 

12 ~The results of a n,ationally normed standardi~ed 

13 achieve~ent test that demonstra~~rogress of no less than 

14 the achievement of the fifteenth pe~centile in the child's 

15 cumulative score, that is administered by a perso:1 Chosen,~l 

the parent, guardian, 0, custodian~ l6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

d. A written statement that t~.9re:1t, guardia;~r 

custodian is conscientiously opposed, due to ~ bo~a fid~ 

reUgious belief or training, to the child's attendanc'~ at a 

public or accredited private school. 

Instruction methods and curriculum used In private 

22 instruction whiCh is provided by a parent, guardian, or 

23 custodian are not subject to supervision or approval by a 

24 'p'ublic school district, area 

25 of education, or the state board of education unless t~e 

26 ~rent, guardian, or custodian consents to, the suoervis~qr. or 

27 appro'yai., nor is the district, a.rea educatior.~n~ 

28 department, or state board obligated to provide services to 

29 children under this type of instruct~on. ~rent, guardian L_ 

30 or custodian providing instruc:ion under this section is also 

31 not required to provide instruction i~ particu"ar s~biec~ 

32 matter areas. A child who is the subject of a notice under 

33 this subsection is not truant, as defined in t'r.is chaott'c . • 
34 Sec. 3. Section 602.8102, Code 1991, is amended by addi"9 

35 the following new subsection: 
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NS't1 SUBSECTION. 49A. Carrv out duties relating to receipt 

2 and recording of noeice of private instruction by a parent or 

3 g'lardian under sec~ion 299.4. 

~ Sec. 4. Section 602.8105, s:.Josectioe) :;., Code :991, is 

5 arne~ded oy adding [he following new paragraph; 

6 N!'.il PA?AG~)\.PH. v. :or filing a notice of pciva:e 

7 instruction by a parent or guardian under section 299.4, ten 

8 do'lars. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 Thj,s bill pe~!l~its parents, guardians, and custodia~s of 

11 childree) of con:p"lsory attee)da:cce age to provide private 

12 ins~ructicn to the~r childrerl, with or witho~t the ass~sta~ce 

13 of a licensed teacher. A parent, guardian, or custodian who 

14 wIshes to act as their child's instructor is req~l:ed to 

IS s~boit a notice to ~~e clerk of the distric~ court in the 

16 distric: of the ch':'ld's resider.ee, viho will in t:Jrn 5t::::d 

17 notice ~o ~he !ocal public school district and the ~rea 

18 ecccation agency indicati:1g that the pare:;t, giJdrdi, ~:, or 

19 custodian In:ends co provide priva~e i~struction, the ::ames 

20 and a~es of the children bei:lg instructed, the 10catio,I of the 

21 place where instruction is being provided, and s:atc chat '.he 

22 parent is providing instruction in reading, 1a~g~age arts, 

23 mathe~atic5, social studies, and science. The filing of the 

24 not:cc will be at a cost of $10. The notice may a~so i~cl~de 

25 one of a series of other pieces of i~formatio:l re:ating to t~e 

26 chlld's wor~ or academic progress, or the pare~l's educational 

2J qualifications or ,eligioJs bellefs. ;f a pare~:, g~a,dlan, 

28 or custodian chooses the private i:cstruction op:ion, the 

29 pub::c edccational ee)t:ties are not respons:ble Co, the 

30 s~p~:·~/isio[l, approval, or rnai~~en~~ce oE the C11i:d's 

31 edt;c>.-l.on, alt!"".0~gh tr.e paren::, guardiar:, or cus::odja:-: may 

32 COllSC.:t to approval or supe:vis~on by p~biic educa~i()~al 

33 enLi:.ies, and the child is ~oL cocs~dered ~o be :ruan~. 

34 

35 
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