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SENATE F~LE 

BY SZYMONIAK and MURPHY 

Passed Senate, Date d.,:;./1' ~1.t:.3.q) Passed House, Date 
Vote: Ayes 31 Nays </ Vote: Ayes __ ' __ Nays 

An 

BE 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to appeals from SChool board action undpr open 

enrollment, providing discretionary authority to the state 

board of education in hearing appeals, and providing fo~ 

rulemaking. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSENBLI:' OF' THE STATe: OF' IO't.'A: 

lw/cf/2~ 



S.:' . E.F. 

Sec'. ion 1. Sect~on 282.18, subsectio~l :, ~111:,u81)cr'C(~ 

2 Pdrdgraph 1. Code 1991. is amended to redc dS follows: 

] Ie:s the goal of the general assembly :0 permit a wide 

4 rdrlqe of educational choices ~or children enro::ed In 5choo~s 

5 1:1 this state a~d to maxim~ze ability to ~se those cho~ces. 

6 !t-~~-~he~eEere-~he··i"ten~-thBt-th~~ This section be-ce~gtr~ed 

7 and_3.~y __ ~ules_ad<?.?Led to i~plerr:ei1t this se.~ti0;1--..S_~_~,i,: 

8 th.>r?tore be iroterpreced broac~y to maximize pare:1cal cho:ce 

9 and 2_~_s~yi~e tr.e yl_~¢.cst poss.;.:...l?)-~ access to ed:",,:cdtional 

10 oooortunit~es in other school districts which are not .... ---. ,-------"-.,- --.-

1i avai:able to children because of whece they live. 

12 Sec. 2. Section 282.18. Code 1991. is amended by adding 

13 the following ~ew 5ubscc~ion: 

14 NEil SC:BSF:CTI01'. 20. Notwithsta~di:~g any COlltrary 

15 llmitations in this section. in any appeal to the state board 

16 from a decision of a schoo: board which is related to open 

17 enrollment. the sta:e board of educa:ion may exerc.se broad 

18 discretion in order to achieve a decisio~ that is j~st and 

19 eq~itable arld is in the best interest of the a~fected c~ild or 

20 children. 

21 A person who appea~ed a decision pt;~suant to the proc~cLres 

22 cont~ined ~n subsection 5. 7. or 16, between June 5. 1980. ~~J 

23 July 1, 1991. and whose appeal was dismissed after hearing. 

24 mdy pelition the state board of ecucation for ciscret~onary 
2') 

26 

If the sLate board grants the pe:itio~, the prior 

decision on the appeal may be vacated and reversed without 

27 hearing. or a rehearing ~ay be held to reconsicec ~he evide~ce 

28 under the provisions o~ this subsection. 

29 EX? SI"N.o,T I ON 

30 T:tis bil2. a:ner.cs current prOViS10:1S :-e:a~i:~g ~o 

3: cOi:s:~rl:.c~ion of ~rlt' ope:1 E.':1fcll:ner.t :'a',·! ~o p~()vide tt;a: bOl.') 

32 the law and rules adopted to imp:erie~t ope:l enroll~e:l: are ~o 

33 be i~terpreled Droadly so to maximize parental cho~ce and Lo 

34 provide the widest possible access to educa:ional 

35 opportullities ~~ other sc~oo: distr~c~s wh~ch a!e ~ot 



S.P. 

1 ava~lable to children beca~se of where they llve. 

2 The bill also provides that the state boaed is permilLed to 

3 exercise broad discretion over appeals on matters relating to 

4 open e~rollment in order to achieve a decision ~hat is just 

5 and equitable ann is in the best interest of the affected 

6 child or childre,l. The bill also provides for discretionary 

7 review of appea:s under s~bsection 5. 7. or 16. which were 

8 taken between June 5. 1989. and July 1. 199:. alld whiCh 

9 resulted ln the dismissal of the appeal. and vacation and 

10 reversal of the prlor decision or a rehearing on the mer:cs. 

L. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-2-

:~S3 2271SS 74 

hl/cf /24 


