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A BILL FOR
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An Act to define the tern adiacent district or adjacent territory
for purposes of reorganization of a school district.
BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THF STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 275.1, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

1991, is amernded to read as foilcws:
it s the policy of the state to encourage economical and
eff{icient school districts which will enhsure an equal
educational opportunity to all children of the state. 1
areas of the state shall be in school districts maintaining
kindergarten ané twelve gracdes. 1f a school district ceases
provided in section 282.6, 256.13, 280.13, Z82.7,

r subgections 1 and 3, or 282.8, it shall recorganrlze within

to maintain kindercarten and twelve grades except as otherwise
5
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six months or the siate doard shall attach the school districs
nct maintaining kindergarten and twelve grades 16 Oone O mere
adjacent districis. Veoluntary recrganlzaticons under this
chapher shall be conmenced coniy 1f the affectea sohool
districts are esntignous adjacent Lo one anoiner, A

reorganized district shall meeir the requiremsnrts ¢ section
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Sec, 2. Section 275.1, Code 1961, is amended by .acing the
followinc new Subgection:
NEW SUBSECTION. 4. “Adjacent district™ or "ad acont
ares &iiooo &

territory” means & district or territory which sh
perticn of a boundary with ancth 5

tric
which is separated from another district or tervitory by
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proverty which is not part of a third
school districk.

Sec. 3. Section 275.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1969.,
is amended to read as follows:

In addition, the area education agency bgard shall consuit
with the commissiorer of public l1astruction 1o the developument
of surveys and plans. The comnissioner of public instruction
shall provide a&ssistance to the area educalion agency boards
as requested and shail advise the area educatlion agency boards
concerning plans of eentigmens adlacent area education

agencies ard the reorganization policies adopted by the
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aré of public instruction.
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Sec. 4. Section 275.8, subsection 1, Code 199., is amended
to read as follows:

1. Preparazion of a written joint pian in which eenkteveons
adjacent territory in two cr more area education agencies is
considered as a part of a potential school district in the
area education agency on behalf of which such plan is filed
with the state department of public instruction by the area
educatlion agency board.

Sec. S. Section 275.11, Code 1991, 1s amended to read as
follows:

275.11 PROPOSALS INVOLVING TWO OR MORE DISTRICTS.

Subject to the approval of the area education agency board
contiguoeus adjacent territory located 1n two or more schoox
districts may be united into a single district in the manner
provided in sections 275.12 to 275.22 hereof.

Sec. 6. Section 275.23A, subsection 1, Code 1991, is
amended to read as follows:

1. S8chool districts which have directors who represent
director districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection
2, paragraphs b through e, shail be divided into director
districts on the basis of population as determined from the
most recent federa. decennial census. The director districts
shall be as nearly equal as practicable to the ideal
population for the districts as determined by dividing the
number of director districts to be established into the
population of the schocol district. The director districts
shall be composed of eontiguens adjacent territory as compact
as practicable.

Sec. 7. Sectien 275.51, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991,
is amended to read as follows:

As an alternative to school district reorganization
prescribed in this chapter, the board of directors of a schcol
district may establish a scaool district dissolution
comrlssion to prepare a proposal of disscolution of the school

district and attachment of ail of the school district to one
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the propesal a division of

e
dissolving school disrrict. A school district dissolutio

commigssion may aiso be establiished

of a school districs if a dissolut
prepared by eligible electors who
The proposal must ceontalin the name

the commission and te accompaniesd

signed by at least twenty percent of
5e¢. 8. Secnicn 275, annem
15 amended {o read as follaows:

acdiacent school districis outlinin
villlingness to accept ar-achments
districht o the eeﬁtégaeus adﬁacqn
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conditions, if any,
e

The comm:ssion shal?

eontiguous adiacent school distric

affected echool districh to the ex

thne dissclution propnosal. The commtlissi

from the area educa:zion agency and
education.
Sec. 9.

is amended to read as

275.54,

follows:

Section

Within ten days following the £
proposal with the board, the board
hearing on the proposal which shal
days after the dissoluticn pet
The board shall publish notice of
of the hearing at
hearing by one publication
circulation in the district.
content of the dissolution proposa
owning land in the schooi distric:

arguments at the hearirg.

-3

the assets

by a2 petition

unnumbered paragranih 1,

least ten days prlior to the date of
in a newspaper in general

The no:iice shall

The president of

d:stricts ard to inciude in
and liacilities of thre
n
by the board of directors

ion proposal has been

reside within the district.

cposed members of

s of the pr
whlecnh has been
the eligible cieclors.

Code 199!,

ared paragrapgn 7,

statements frow ecunciguous

g eacn districl's
of the affec:zad school
Y districts and ne:
adijaceni school disiriqs
meet with bouards - F
T5 and with resicuniz 2L Lhe
tert possinle in dvis. g up
on may seek asni N
the departzent of
Coce 1343

1iing of the dissclution
shall £ix a date for a

1 not be more than sixty

ition was filed with the boar

locaticn
the

the date, time, and

include the
1. A person residing or
may present evidence and

tne board shall
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preside at the hearing. The board shall review testimory from
the hearing and shall adopt or amend and adept the dissoiution
proposal. The board shall notify by registered mail the
boards of directors of all school districts to wnich area of
the affected school district will be attached and tne director
of the department of education of the contents of

dissolution proposal adopted by the board. If the board of a
district to which area of the affecied school districi wilil be
attached obZects to the attachment, that poriion of the
dissoiution proposal will not be inclucded in the proposa.l
voted upon under section 275.55 and the director of ths
department of education shall attach the area to a-contiguous

an adjacent school district. 1If the board of a district to

which area of the affected school district wili be attached
objects to the division of assets and liabilities contained in
the dissolution proposal, section 275.30 applies for the
division ¢f assets and liabilities to that distr:ict.

Sec. 10. Section 275.55, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
1991, 1s amended to read as follows:

The board of the school district shall call a special
election to be held not later than forty days following the
date of the final hearing on the dissolution proposa:. The
special election may be held at the same time as the regular
school election. The proposition submitted to the voters
residing in the school district at the special election shall
describe each separate area to be attached to a-contigueus an
adjacent school district and shall name the schoo. district to
which it will be attached.

EXPLANATICN

This bill orovides that the terms adjacent dissrict or
adjacent territory include, for purposes of determining
whether it 1s permissible to reorganize with another district
or territory, those districts or territories which would have
shared a common boundary, or part of a common boundary, but

for the presence of intervening property which 1s not part of
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