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SENATE F:LE 

BY HAGERLA 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 
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A BILL FOR 

Act to define the tern adjacent district or adjace:ll territory 

for purposes of reorganization Ot a school district. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TH~ STATE OF IOWA: 

TLS3 12D4XS 74 



s.p. 11 AI; .. I .. t:' 

__ -0 __ ,.;;'>. H ••• 

1 Section 1. Section 275.1, u~numbe,ed paragraph 1, Code 

2 1991, is ame~ded to read as follows: 

3 it ~s the pOlicy of the state to encourage economlcal arId 

4 efficient school districts which will ensure an <'(1';;01 

5 educational oppor~unity to all children of the state. All 

6 a~eas of the state shall be in school districts maintaini~g 

7 kinde~gdrten anc tW2:ve graces. If a school dist~ict ceases 

8 to reaintain ki~dersarten and ~welve grades except as o~~erwise 

9 p:ovided in section 2RS.9, 256.13, 280.13, 282.7, 5~b5ec~ioIl -

10 or suhsections 1 a~d 1, or 282.8, it shall reQ~gal~12e with~~1 

11 six m01)ttlS or tte sta~~ board shall a~~ac~ the schoo1. dls~ric~ 

17 net :ndir;taining kindp.rga:.-te~, and twe:'ve srdJ.~~;-:; zo Oiie 0:: :nc:.-e 

13 adja(:~nt districts. Volun~ary recrgaIli2d:io~s :~de~ ~~is 

14 chapter shall be con~enred on:y if the dffec~ed s~~oo~ 

16 reo~qallize(i district sha:i rlee~ the requiren:2:1rs 0 sectio~ 

L7 275.3. 

18 Sf''"'. 7. S2ction 275.1, Code 1991 .. ~s ame::ded OJ '''''''g ti":e 

19 following new S~b5~c~ion: 

20 NEW SU3SECTION. 4 . 

21. te:-ri.torylt mear'.s a dist.r~ct or ter::"tory \·lh~c:--. shd.:C's ':1:. " c_ 

22 porticn of a boundary with another distric: or ~erritorYI ( 

23 which is separated frorr. another district or terri:.ory by 

24 property which is not part of a third or diffe~ent state 

2~ school district. 

26 Sec. 3. Section 275.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code :99:, 

27 lS amended to read as follows: 

28 In addition, the area education agency board shall consult 

29 wi;..:h the corr ... '1liss':"or:er of pub':'':''c i~struction i::. the devclo?I:\er;~ 

30 of s"rveys and plans. The cO:1'a"T.issioner of pub:,c ins~ruc:ion 

31 shai~ provide assistance to the area education agency boar~~ 

32 as requested and shall advise the area education agency boards 

33 co;:ce~':liiig pla:l.s of eo!'":tig!'.!et!~ adj~.~c:1: area ed:;cdtion 

34 agencies a~d the ~eorga~~zat~on policies adopted by the stdte 

35 boa~d of public instruction. 
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S.F. ~~ H.F. 

1 Sec. 4. Section 275.8, subsection 1, Coce 199:, is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 1. Prepara~ion of a written joint plan in which eOM~~9~009 

4 adjacent territory in two or more area education agencies ~s 

5 considered as a part of a potential schoo: district in the 

6 area education agency on behalf of which such plan is filed 

7 with the state department of public instruction by the area 

8 education agency board. 

9 Sec. 5. Section 275.11, Code 1991, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 275.11 

12 Subject 

13 eonti9oot::9 

PRO?OSALS INVOLVING nlo OR MORE DIS'!'inCTS. 

to the approval of the area educa~ion agency board 

adjacent territory located in two or more schoo~ 

14 districts may be united into a single district i~ the manner 

15 provided in sections 275.12 to 275.22 hereof. 

16 Sec. 6. Section 275.23A, subsection 1, Code 1991, is 

17 amended to read as follows: 

18 1. School districts which have directors who represent 

19 director districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection 

20 2, paragraphs b through e, shall be divided into director 

21 districts on the basis of popUlation as determined from the 

22 mos: recent federa: decennial census. The director districts 

23 shall be as nearly equal as practicable to the ideal 

24 population for the districts as determined by dividing the 

25 number of director districts to be establis~ed into the 

26 population of the school district. The director districts 

27 shall be composed of eonei9tletl5 adjace~t te~ritory as compact 

28 as practicable. 

29 Sec. 7. Section 275.51, unnumbered paragrap~ 1, Code 1991, 

30 is amended to read as follows: 

31 As an alternative to school district reorganization 

32 prescribed in this chapter, the board oE directors of a Schoo: 

33 district may establish a school district dissol~t:on 

34 commission to prepare a proposal of dissolution of the SChool 

35 district and attachment of all of the schoo~ district to one 
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1. or more eo"e1:~t10t::5 adJa_cpnt serool dest r iets af'd to ",:cJ.ude i~ 

2 the propo~al a div~sion DE the assets and liabi:ities of t~e 

J dissolving school di5~r~ct. A schoo: district (lissolution 

4 eoco!l:lssion may a:so be cstab~ished by the bOclCC of dicecto:-s 

5 of a school dis:[ic~ if a disso:~tio~ proposal has been 

6 prepared by eligible electors who reside within the . - -Clst.rlCt.. 

7 The ,,[oposal must contal~ the i\a~e5 of the proposed me~bprs of 

8 the com!nissio~ aIld be accon~pa;~ied by a pe~itiol1 w~ich has been 

9 SigI~cd by at least twen:y perc~~t of the e:igitlle electors. 

:0 Sec. 8. Sec:icn 275.52, ~nnc~b2=ed par~gr3p~ 7, Code 1991, 

11 is a~i~nded to read as fo:lows: 

lJ ~~,~a<;~i.t schoo1 dis~ricts OL!t.li:1ing E:ach d:~,:r~C~:5 

l~ wilj,ingn~ss to accept a~:ach~c::~s o~ the a~~ec:cd 5c~ool 

·c d's·'·;cr' () ~~e ~_~-~~~A~U "d~~~~~~ C·l'S~~;ct(· -~~ ."-~ ~,' ..L 1.. .. " • r . .J ~ll ., .. ,·L':: ... '::! ............ UoJ a. ; .... Lc,,;: ._.....~ (... .. '- , .. c- ... 

1,6 co!:dilioI1S, if any, the ee~~±guo~~ adjacc~~ sct:oo: ~iS~:'IC~ 

1.7 rec('IT1!!.Pr'.C.s. The cOJ:lm:sslQf; shci.J.~ r.te£t ,,·!itt bo ... :r(![; ,-~ 

18 ecH1t±ettOti5 ad~acenl school dis:-:r:'c::s a:;c vi':"'::h :es:L<.~.~.; ,) .. ~~e 
-' --' .. , .. ,--

l~ affected schoo: district to :::e ext~r:t possln12 iii dt·_~:.·, ':g '.~O 

20 thfJ dissolut~on p.:oposal. ':'he cOnl..!""";\:ssio:1 !"nay seek a.::~:.. ';":',;:C~:' 

21 from the area education agency and the ~epartTen~ o~ 

22 educatio:1. 

2J Sec. 9. Section 275.54. unnumbered paras[ap~1 1, Code ~ .' '. 
!, 'j'-, 

24 is amended to read as follows: 

25 Within ten days following the fil~ng o~ the dissolution 

26 proposal with the board. the board shall f~x a date for a 

27 hearing on the proposal which shall not be ~ore tha~ sixty 

28 days after the dlssolution petition was filed with the board. 

29 The board shal: publish notice o~ the da~e. ti~p. and loca~io~ 

30 oE the hearing at !"clSt ten days pr~or to the da~e o~ the 

31 hedring by one publication in a newspape~ in ge~eral 

]2 circ~latio~ in the district. T~e no:ice sha:l include the 

33 content of the dissolution proposal. A person resIding or 

34 owni~g land in the schoo: dis~[ic: may plesen: evidence and 

35 argu~ents at the hea~i~g. The p:esidpnt of ~~e board sha11 

-3-

• 



~e 

• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S.P. H.F. 

preside at the hearing. The board shall review testirno~y from 

the hearing a"d shall adopt or amend aeld adept the dissoillt.ion 

proposal. The board shall notiEy by registe~ed mail the 

boards of directors of all school districts to which area of 

the affected school district will be attached and tne direc~o~ 

oE the department of ed~cation DE the contentS of the 

dissolutioel proposal adopted by the board. =f the board 0: a 

8 district to which area of the affected school district will be 

9 attached ob:ects to the attachment, that por:ioel of the 

10 dissolution proposal will not be included in the proposa~ 

11 voted upon under section 275.55 and the director or the 

12 department of educatioel shall attach the area to 6-eo~ti9~0~~ 

13 an adjacent school district. If the board of a district to 

14 which area of the affected school district will be attached 

15 objects to the division of assets and liabilities cO~ltained In 

16 the dissolution proposal, section 275.30 applies :or the 

17 division oE assets and liabilities to that district. 

18 Sec. 10. Section 275.55, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

19 1991, is amended to read as fOllows: 

20 The board of the school district shall ca;l a special 

21 election to be held not later than Eorty days following the 

22 date of the final hea~ing on the dissolution proposa:. The 

23 special election may be held at the same time as the regular 

24 school election. The proposition submitted to the voters 

25 residing in the school district at the special e:ection shal: 

26 describe each separate area to be attached to 6-eoMt±9tletl~ an 

27 adjace~t. school district and shall name the schoo: distr ic~ to 

28 which it will be attached. 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 This bill provides that the teems adjacent dis~rict or 

31 adjacent territory include, for purposes of deternining 

32 whether it is permissible to reorganize with another district 

33 or territory, those districts or territories which would have 

34 shared a common boundary, or part oE a common boundary, but 

35 for the presence of intervening property which is not part of 
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1 a thi,rd, or dif~ere:lt; state sell0el di5tri(~t. (~on~or::!i~s 

2 d!t:(!i~d;;lcnts are :nade to accorr:mocdr.e the de:i::':'i:~on i.n C:--L1S 

3 chapcer. 
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