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Approved 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the sterilization of dogs a~d cats, and 

2 providing for the creation and app~opriacion of moneys :r. a 

3 fund and the imposit:on of fees and c:vil ~enalties. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

5-3079 
SENATE FILE 197 

1 Amend Senate File 197 as follows: 
2 1. Page 5, line 5, by inserting after the word 
J "treasury" the following: "under the control of the 
4 Iowa department of public health". 
5 2. Page 6, lines 23 and 24, by striking the words 
6 "treasurer of state" and inserting the following: 
7 "Iowa department of public health". 

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK 

S-3079 FILED FEBRUARY 26, 1991 
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1 Section 1.. Sectio:1 :62.1H, Code 1991, ;s aI!it·~nded to re<3d 

2 ds folloy;s: 

3 162.l8 FSES. 

4 •. A~l fees collected by the secretary from :ice~ses and 

5 cert!ticates issued u~der this chapter sha:l be paid to the 

6 treasurer of state. 

7 2. A fee oE ten dollars shall be assessed 

8 t!:e Iotva 

anc]. collecte~ 

d.epartment of pu_blic health for e.::ac.:c:..:.h'-...-d=-o::.'l.. .. '?r cat o"!._n_e_d 

9 ~_a persor:. enqage.~ i:1 the busir:ess of sell.ing dogs.or cats!. 

10 i~c:;'u.<iing a pet shop. for a commercial breeder. The fee sha;'l 

11 be paid 

12 control --. 
13 Sec. 

to the treasurer 

fund 

of state for the anima: population 

==-=-....:i:..:n"-. section 169A.5. established 

2. NEW SECTION. 169A.l PURPOSE. 

14 The purpose of thiS chapter is to reduce the population of 

15 unwanted and stray dogs and cats which present potential 

16 threats to the public health and safety by encouraging owners 

17 to have the animals permanen:ly sexually sterilized through 

18 provision of low-cost animal sterilization services. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 169A.2 DEFINITIONS. 19 

20 1. "Claim" means a request for reimbursement submitted to 

21 the department by a participating veteri:1arian for perfor,ning 

22 services designated under the program. 

23 2 . "Department" means the Iowa department of public 

24 health. 

25 3. 

26 established pursuant to 

animal population 

section 169A. 5. 

control fund 

27 4. "Owner'l ~eaI1S a person who is one of the follcwiilg: 

28 a. An owner as defined 1n sec:ion 351.2. 

29 b. A person tn whom is vested the ownership, d08iniGr~ 

30 over, or title to a dog or Cdt, ~ncludi~g a perso~ obliga~~d 

31 by iaw to care for a dog or Cd:. 

32 c. A po~nd. 

33 5. 

34 :ire:lsed under c~:~2:e~ 159, ~f ~he depa~t~ell~ accep~s :he 

35 app:ica::on Subffii:ted by the ve~e:~~a:~a~ to pa:t~cip2~e in 
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1 the program. 

2 

3 

6. 

7 . 

"Pound" ~eans the sa~e as de~ined i~ section 162.2. 

I'Program" mea~s the anima: popula:ion control prog~am 

4 as provided in this chapte~. 
') 3. "Service fee" means a ten-dollar fee which the o~~er 

6 sha~l deliver to t~e veterir.arian before serv:c€s under the 

7 program may be performed by the participating veterinarian. 

S 9. 'ISteriliza~ion" means a s~rgical operation to 

9 per~anently sexua::y sterilize by spaying or neutering d dog 

10 or cat as performed by a veterinarian lice:1sed under chapter 

11 169. 

12 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 169A.3 ANIMAL CONTROL PROGRAM --

13 DUTIES AND POWERS O~ THE DEPARTM2NT. 

14 1. The department has all duties and powers ::e~essary to 

16 

17 

18 

19 

15 administer the program. The department sha:l administer the 

fund and establish procedures for approving expellditures from 

the fund, collecting fees required under thlS chapter, 

inspecting records of pet shops and com~ercjal breeders 

regulated under chapter 162, and adopting rules necessary to 

20 administer and enforce this chapter. 

21 2. The department shall adopt rules for re:mbursing 

22 partlcipating veterinarians. The rules shall :nc:ude 

23 procedures for the approval of program app'ications, and 

24 p~ocedures to acce?t, ver~~YI and pay c~alms. T~p departl;l~~t 

~5 shall publish and promulgate Eorres on which claims may be 

26 submitted. 

27 Sec. 5. NEW SECTIO~. 169A.4 LOW-INCOME OWNSRS. 

28 An owner othec than a pound may participate in a pcogram 

29 oniy if the owner is a person eligible ~o pa!ticipate il! ar,y 

30 fede:al or state p~ogra~ desig~ated by :je depa~t:~ent w~ich 

31 provides assis:ance to low-income ~~di,vidua:s, Includ~~g b~: 

32 not :imited to the followi:lg: 

33 1. The food stamp program dut~!orized by ~i:le ~:!: of the 

34 Food a~d Agricultu~e Act of 1977, 7 u.s.c. § 20l: et seq. 

35 2. The sup?lementa::' secur.:..ty i:"cOl:1e pro<;rar:; estab::":'shcd 
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: p~rsuant to Tl~:e XVI of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 

2 1381 et seq. 

3 1. The rental assistance program authorized pursuant to 

4 seclion 8 of the Cnited States Housing Ac~ of i~37 as amerlded 

5 by :he Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 42 

6 U.S.C. § 1437(f). 

7 4. The progra~ to provide housing assistance for very :ow 

8 income and lower income families under section 220.15. 

9 5. The program to provide aid to dependent children unde! 

iO c:,ap:er 239. 

11 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 169A.S PA~TICIPATrNG VETERINARIANS. 

. . An owne! of a dog or cat may have the animal sterilized 

11 unde! the program by a participating veterinaria~ upon 

14 completion of :he owner's part of the claim. and delivery of 

15 the animal to the veterinaria~ for sterilization upon terms 

16 and conditions speci~ied by the veterinarian. 

17 2. A veterinarian licensed under chapter 169 may 

18 participate in the prograrc by filing with the depar:me::t 

19 according to rules adopted by the department d~ appllca:ion 

2D which shall state all inEormat~o~ prescribed by che 

2: departrr.ent, including a fee schecu:'e listing tr.e no~ma: a;:c 

22 clls:omary fees charged for sterilization in the ~o~mal CQ,:,sp 

21 of bllsiness. ~he fees reay va~y according ~o the weig~tl sex; 

2~ a~~d species. The dc?artln~nt shall disapprove dn appiicatio!~ 

25 If the fees lis:ed are unreaso~ably high. 

~6 3. A clai~ subrn~tted by a part~cipatil~g ~Jete~ina~id~ shall 

27 CO!ltdin a].: information required by the deparLme;~t and ~lUS~ 

~8 cOl1~ain inforITd:io~ ~ela:ing to the ~a~e and add(~ss o~ t~p 

29 o~r~er; ~he services perforned, a stateme~~ explai::ing that ~~e 

10 O~i\Cr a\lt~o:~zes the services ~o be pet~orme(i, the siq~ldtl:res 

1: ot :-.r:e o'..;ner ar.a pa~t~ci?a~; r.c:; 'Ie~.e~ i:--.ar ~a~!, and ~ S::.:i: er::(::~: 

32 ~~6~ t:h~ serVice fee has bee~ paid by :he o~ne~. 

3:~ ~. A par:lc~pa!.~,:~g vete~~n3rid~ sha:l post a :10:ir~ 

14 p~;h~ ~ s:--.cc i1;~d pror.1u:"gated by :-.he dep2.~:-.;i,e:--.:. ... .;!~i.ch ~r.:>':~·l;IS 

35 ()W:~Crs {)f ~~e r~g~L5 arld d~ties of a pa~t~c~pat::lg 
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1 veterinarian in disposing of an abandoned dog or cat as 

2 provided in s~bsect:on 7. Tne notice sr.all be posted in a 

3 clear and conspicioUS manner. 

4 S. The departmen: shall reimburse a par:icipa:ing 

5 veterinarian sub~litting a claim Eor steril~za:icn of an 

6 owner's dog or cat. The relmburse~ent rat~ shall equal :he 

7 difference bet'veen eighty percen: of the nor:t1dl and c..:stomary 

8 fee charged according to the participating ve:er:narian's fpe 

9 schedule and the serVice fee received by the participating 

:0 veterinaria~. 

11 6. The department shall also reimburse a participating 

12 veterinarian submitting a claim for pres:er:::zation 

13 inunu:iization of dogs against disterr,per, hepa~it:..s, 

14 leptosp~rosis, or parvovirus, or the preste~ilization 

.1.5 imnli.l:iization of cats agai.nst ~eline pa:ile~kope!1ja, cal:c~, 

16 pneumoni:.is, or rhinotrachei:..is. Hot-lever, t:1e ':'rr'J1~L:ni7at i(;;"'! 

17 sr.all be administered at leas: ten days prior to steriiization 

18 and the animal must :1Ot have been yreviously imlH'Jnized. 'he 

19 rate of reimbursement shall be not more than established by 

20 rule adopted by the departme~t. 

21 7. A dog or cat left with a participati~g ve:er:narian 

22 under the program shall be dee:l,ed ahandoned, if the o'·"~,,r 

21 fails to honor arrange~e'lts to retcieve the dog or cat and 

24 fai~s to retrieve the dog or cat withi~ three days following 

2S stecilizatlon. The participating ve:pri~artan shall dispose 

26 of the unretrieved dog or cat no~ before ttree days following 

2"7 aba!ldoDlnent and a dilige~t effort to locate the ow~er. The 

28 pacticipating veterinarian shall dispose of the abando~ed Ilog 

29 or cat by delivecing it to a pound witr. a copy of the claim. 

30 The participating ve~e:i~a~ia~ may incl~de an the claim 

3l submitted to the veteri~arian :easo~abie cha~ges i~curred ~or 

32 boarding the dog or cat. 

33 8. A participat~ng veterl:larian is not iiaole EClr an 

34 act~Qn performed or advice ~e:lde:ed ~nder the pr0gra~, ~nlpss 

35 the action or advice co~st~t~~es gross ~egligencc, re?rese!~ts 
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_ fraud. or is a criminal o([ellse. 

2 Sec. 7. NEW SEC~:O~. ':'69A.6 ANI!·tAL POPULjI::'=O~ CONTROL 

) F~j;l;'). 

4 The ani~al population control fund is created ill the 

3.'15 s~a~e treasury. The general fund of the state is no: ~iable 

6 t()[ c:aims p[ese~Led aga~~st the fund ~nder sect:orl :69A.S. 

1 The Eund consists of the fees ccllected and des~gnated for t~e 

8 fund under sections 162.18 and 3S:.6. serv:ce fees charged :0 

9 owners as provided in secticll 169A.2, sums co:lected in civil 

10 pe~alties by the depa[tree~t and by legal action on behalf of 

11 the tund, interest acquired through the ir)ves~:neilt of moneys 

17 in the fund notwithstanding section 453.7. and donations made 

I] from any public or private source. T~e moneys collected under 

14 this section and deposited i~ the f~nd sha:l be used 

l~ exclusively to reimburse claima~ts and to pay for 

16 administerIng this section and are appropriaLed [or :hesp 

17 purposes. Section 8.33 is :lot applicable to the fund. 

lR 7. The departne:lt shall detercline :~e validity of dll 

19 clai~s presen~ed a?ai~st the ~J~d a~d shall limit the ti:ile 

20 when claims are hO:lored by tIle depa~t~en:. I: at. a::y r.~:Le t~e 

21 fund does not con:ain sufficie~t assets to pay a!: 

22 cla~ms, the departme~t s~:all hold those cla~~s for 

23 ~:l~il the Eilnd again conta~ns s~f~ic~ent assets. 

, .. 
Vai.l.d 

Claims 

2·; ag~ins~, ~he fund shall be paid in the order in whicil ttlCy a~~ 

2S tounc :"0 be valid. 

)6 Sec. 8. NEW S~CTiON. l69~.1 C:V!~ PENAL~=~S. 

-, ' - , 
78 t~u!)dred ar~d fifty do~~ar5 tor the :irs: O~Ep::5e a:~d :~vc 

7) ~:.;: ... d[ed dolla~s for ea.c~ s'~~seq,-:(::i: oC~prl:-..;e, upon "_he 

-j () f c; 1 0\'; i ~ 9 : 

3:' c. l\ pcrso:~ ' ... 'ho ~a:'sifie5 ~i.·oor. u[ e':'':S;.i.rii.:: '.'1 as G!: ()'IJ~e~ 

12 0:- \:ct~·~~ i:"!ar ian t.::,.oer :his chJ~)~e: ,i:l orec':" :-.0 pd!:" ~_lC!pa.tc ~n 

33 ;.f:p prOS:-an. 

]·1 ~. A pcrso~ ~ho ~no~ing~y furI~ishe5 to a par:_clpar:~g 

35 ve~eri~ariar~ misleadi~g il~forxat~Q~ rega:di~g cW:1ers~:p c~ do' 
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1 animal submltted for steril:zat!on. 

2 c. A person who ~no\o;i.llg':'y furr~ishes 

3 false information in the application to pd.:icipa:e i~ [~e 

4 program, includi~g the fee sched~le and qualifications as a 

5 licensed veterinarian or in a c:aim. 

6 d. A person who ~nowingly Eails to forward to toe 

7 department the ~ees i~posed in seccion 162.18. or who 

8 falsifies records relating to the payme~t o~ ~he fees. 

9 2. The money collec~ed by the depa.L~e~t under chis 

10 section shall be transmitted to the treasurer of state who 

11 shall deposit the money in the fund. Judicial rev!ew of an 

12 action of the department may be sought in accordance with 

13 chapter 17A. 

14 Sec. 9. Section 35:.6, Code 1991, :s amended to read as 

15 follovls: 

16 351.6 FEE. 

The annual license tee shall be set by :'he city cou;'\ci.l 0::' 

18 the board of supervisors, as applicable. Eee sha:': 

19 accompany the application. 

a thrce-dol:ar fee 

21 which shall be forwarded to the treasurer 0: st.aLe .for the 

23 in the manner and at the time pre~crik)e~ by the ~reasurer 0: --_. ---
24 state. 

25 

26 This bil~ provides for the establishment of a program 1n 

27 which participa~ing veter~na~~ans are re~mbur5e6 for 

28 perfOrI~!ing sterilizatio~s o~ dogs and cats ow~ed by pou:\d~ or 

29 by persons eligible ~or low-i~comc assistance4 The b~l,l 

30 establishes a fund, provides ~or admi~istratio:l of t~e program 

31 and fund by the Iowa departme~[ o[ public health, and provides 

32 for the assessment of ~ees on dogs or cats owned by pers~"5 

33 engaged 1n the sale of s:.lch a~ir.lals, :'ncludi::q pe: snops a::d 

34 commercial breeders. The b~ll a:50 provides for the 

35 lmposition of civil penal~ies. 7he biii creates a ~ew chap~er 
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1 rer:ta!. ~vely r:u:nbprpd 1691\. 

2 "-:':l!S oi 11 may ret.!,uire d 0tate mandate ds ?~o ... .:~ded :..n 

3 chapter 25B. The co~nty or city coi:ect~ng a dog :~cense fee 

4 :r::s~ :=or~.;ard :0 :~e state trea::'~:J~er a:~ add':' ~ ior~d~ fee ~c be 

5 d~p(~sited in t~e aniI!:al pop~lat~on control ~und. 
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SENA7E CLI? SHEE7 , " 
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SENA'£E FILE 197 
FISCJ\L NOTE 

A fi!ic;il note for 3enat.e File 197 t:; h.~!'"cby ~uhmittec Pil;'<;.:/'int. ~o ~vin:. :L~!\" 

17. D3t.a used :,:1 de'/e1.ovi.rlg lhis f~,scaL no~e i~ dV;ll,ja:J;"~ ~t-om ::t1(-~ '.(~gj';:,J!,:''18 

FiscaL RUI-e.'lU to me:;1bet's of the ~,egj.:;i.d.t.urc upon re'1uest. 

Si~n,l:'~ Ft~(~ iry? C'itdnli';!lC'; an l\n I n'l..1i p()PJ~i~tion Contr(;L ;)~(J/~.ram In 

which participating vetc~in;lrl~lls ~Irc rpimburseJ for per:or~\n~ 

steriliz.:]tion ;')1"' dogs and car.s m.l!1cd bj ?o:.!~cs or by ?c'::'sons · ... ho are 
eltgible for iow-i~come ~ssis:ance. Sen~te File 197 s~~abli.~;h2$ a iund, 
yrovid(~s [Qr -JdministrB:ii.)r: ()t :~,~ ?rogram and the l.':!nd by the 
nep~t'tmellt Ilf Public He~lth (D?H), provides for the asse~smp!lt of [ces 
:)tl dog:; ()r cats owned by persons engaeed in ~l,c sate o~ SU~~1 a~i~al~, 
and provide!; for the i~positiOil of civil penalties. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
l. 'Ther,,-.'lrc ~ppro"imal.ety 150.000 licensed dogs .in TU·"3. ,\ $3.00 

surtax would ~encrate $450,000. 
2. There are approximately 20,000 new puop.ss produced at fowa's 

kennels per year. A $10.00 service fee would generate $200,000. 
3. There.ire approximately 20,000 additional ?uppies so~d in Towa 

'e' through n["'ceders ana retrlilers. A $10.00 serVlce fef: w,)uld 
~enerate $200,000. 
Appruximntely 3,000 dogslcats would requ,re sterilization at an 
.lverag2 rei.mo:n"scment of $48.25 ger anim;)l for FY ~992. For fO( 

1993 the populat.on '.,:ould b~ 10,0110 .~nd the a .. 'erage re,mbursement 
wOI.ld he $46.50 per a~imal. 

F1SCAL EH'~CT: 
~ 0- • • ... 

Rt:VENUE 
Dog Li cen,;e Fee 
Puppy Tax 

Total 

EXpr;NDlTURr;S 
·-Sal.:37I'"es 

Suppo["[ 
l\g Contract 
Steriliz.al~Qn 

Tot,11 

NET EFFECT 

Source: nepartm~nt of PIlhlic Health 

rILED MARCH 13, 1991 

e 

~'/ r • 1992 - -- .. -

$ 450,000 
S 400,000 
S 850,000 

$ 60,000 
$ ·,0,000 
$ 60,000 
$ 386,000 
$ 546,000 

$ 304,000 
=~-=.-= .. -= 

f'Y 1993 ---' 

$ 450.000 
$ 400,000 
$ 850,000 

$ :47,000 
$ 50,000 
$ 75,000 
$ 465,000 
$ YD, 000 

$ I:J,OOO -=- -=.:.... -= '~ 

(LSB 2028';5, R~S) 

BY DENNIS ?ROUT~, FISCAL 2IRECTOR 


