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A BILL FOR
An Act relating to the election of directors of a local school
district, area education agency, and merged areas, and

providing an effective date,
BE IT ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Secticn 1. rion 39.24, Code 1991, is amended to read as
foliows:
3¢.24 SCHOQL OFFICERS.

Menbers of boards of directors of community and independent

3
chool districts, and boards of directors of merged areas
t

shall be elected at the schooi electicn, Their terms of

office shail oe three four years, except as otnerwise provided

by section 275.23A, or 280A.11, 280A.12, or 280A.13.

Sec. 2., Section 273.8, subsection 1, Code 189:i,. is amended

to read as follows:

1. Boardé of directors. The poard of directors o an area
ducation agency snail consist of not less than Iive

for more
nine members, each a resident of and eiected in the
this section from & director district that
approximately equal in populaticn to
ilstricts in the area educaiilon a&Qency.
arve a three-year four-year term
rganization meeting,
Sec. 3. Section 273.8, subsection 2, unnumbered para
2, Code 1991, 1s amended to read as fcllows:
The director district conventions shall be called and the
locaticons of the conventions shall be determined by the area

educarion agency administrator. Anrualty Biennially the

direcitor district conventions shall pe held within twc weeks
foliowing the reqular school election. Notice of the time,
date and place of a director district convention shall be
published by the area education agency administrator at least
forty-five days prior to the cay of the district conventions
in at least one newspaper of general circuiliaticn [n the
director district. The cost of publiication sha’: be paid by
tae area education acency.

Sec. 4. Section 272.8, subsecilion 3, unnumbercd paregrapn

Code 1991, is amended 1o read as follows:

The board of directors of each area educaticr agency shall

and organize at the Iirst regular meeiing in Seeeper
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canuary of each even-numbered year at a suitable place

1

designated by the presidernt. Directors whose ferms commence
at the organization meeting shall qualify by taking the oatn
of office required by section 277.28 act or before the
organization meeting.

Sec. 5. Section 274.7, Code 1991, is amended to read as
follows:

274.7 DIRZCTORS.

Trhe affairs of each school corporation snall be conducted
by a board of directors, the members of which in all community
or independent school districts shall be chosen for a term of
rree four years.

Sec. 6. Section 275.12, subsection 2, paragraphs b tarough
e, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows:

b. Division of the entire school district into designated
geograpnlical single director or multi-director subdistricts on
the basis of population for each director, to be known as
director districts, each of which direetor-diaterress shall be
represented on the school board by one or more directors who
shall be residents of the director district but who shalil be
elected by the vote of the electors of the entire school
district. The boundaries of the director districts and the
area and population included within each district shall be
such as justice, equity, and tne interests of the people may
require. Changes In the boundaries of director districts
shall not be made during a period commencing sixty days prior
to the date of the arnmal regular school election. #nsefar As
far as may-be practicable, the boundaries of the districts
shall follow established political or natural geographlical
divisions.

¢c. Electicn of not more than one-halfl of wne total number

t

of schoo! directors at large {rom the entire diszrict

remaining directors from and as resicen
single-member or muliti-membier direct

O
the entire schoaol districht shall bhe divided on the basis of
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popuiation fer each director. In such case, s#l1 direcrors

shall be elected by the electors of the entire school

discricr. Changes in the boundaries ¢f director districis

shall not be made during a perlod commencing sixry days prior

to the date of the armnmar requ.ar school election,

&¢. Division of tne entire school disktrict into designated

n

geographical single director or muiti-cirecter subdisctricts on

the basis of populaticn for each director, to pe known as

director dictricts, each of which director~&rstricts sna.l e
represented on the schcol poard by ore or more directors who
shall be residents of the director district and who shall be
elected by the voters of the director disirict. 2lace of

voting In the director distrlcis shall be designated by the
Changes in the boundarlies of

commissioner of elections.

director districts shall not be made during a period

commencing Sixiy days prior to che date of the annsgal

schiool eleciion.

b G
days prior tc the aepmnmel recular school election.
o

Sec. 7. Section 275.25%, subsection 3, Code 1981, is
amended to read as follows:
3. The directors who ave elected and gualiliy o serve

/
ail serve untll rheir succeszors are eiected and qualify.

5

At Ihe gpeclal election, the three newly elecied disge~or

directors recelving the most voies sha.l be elecied o serve
e

sgeor-muaitfies

ter the feurtn third regular

-3
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occurring after the effective date of the reorganization; and
the two newly elected directors recelving the next largest
number of votes shall be elected to serve until the directors”
successors quallify after the tnrrd second reguiar school
election date occurring after the effective date of the
recrganizaticons-and-she-two-newiy-ezected-directors-recerving
tae-next-targess-—numper-cf-votes-shaii-be-etrecred-to-sgrve
anbii-the-direerorsl-suceessors-guartéy-after-the-second
regutar-schoot-eteckron-date-sccurriag-afber-tne-effeettve
date-of-the-reorganizat+en, However, in districts that
include all or a part of a city of fifteen tnousand or nore
populatiorn and iIn districts in which the proposition to
establish a new corporation provides for the election of seven
directors, the enree-newiy-etected-directers-receiving-tne
meat-vetes-3hgati-be-etected-to-serve-untit-the-directorst
succeszora-gquairfy-atter-the-£fourth-regqriar-achooi-eteecron
date-ocecurring-after-the-effective-date-of-the-reorganizatron

timelines specified in this subsection for the terms of cffice

apply to the four newly-elected directors receiving the mos:

vctes and then o0 the three newly-elecied directors receiving

the next largest number of votes,.
Sec. 8. Section 275.36, Code 1991, is amended to read as

follows:

275.36 SUBMISSICN OF CHANGE TO ELECTORS,

1€ a petition for a change in the number of directers or in
“he method of election of schecol directors, describling the
boundaries of the proposed director districts, if any, s:igred
by eligible electors of tne school district egual in number tc¢
at ieast thirty percent of those who vorted in zihe last
previous ar=aar regular school election in the schooi
Cistrict, but not less than fwenity-IZilve persorns, and

accoitpanied by affidavit as required by seczicn 273,13 pe

filed with the school board of & school disnroicn, no: ear.iar
than six months and not later than two months Yefore a regaiar

or special school election, the school pboard shall supmisc auek
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Lhe proposicion to the voters at suweh the eiection. 1If 2

proposition for a chenge in the number of dirfeciors ©r in the
rethod of election of school directors submitvied to Lhe vorers
under this section is rejected, it shail not be resubmitted to
vne voters of the district in substantially the sane form

within the next three years; if it 1s approved, no other

¥

2 voters of tne dlstrict

T
o

proposal may shall be submitted to
under this se¢tiop within the next s

Se¢, 9. Section 275.37, Code 1991, is amenced to read 2s
follows:

275.37 INCREASE IN NUMBER OF DIRECTORS.

T The next succeesding aannta: regular schcooi 2iection inoa

districrt where tne number of directors has been increased from
to seven, and directors are elected at large, there shall
jected a director to succeed €acn incunbent cirectnr wnose
m i3 expiring ln thnat vear, and cwe addivional diseciors.

Jpon crganizing as reguired by secrion 273.1, eltnher cne or

(]
]
F
<
I\
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[l
<1
)
m

WO of the newly elected Sirectdr CLILCICIE who Te@

T

. b - " M [
fewezbt vobes in Lhe 2

getion shalill be assigned & farm ol

1
ZriMET CONE-YRAEY-Oe WO vears f as nacessary i order {hat as

275.28 TMPLEMENTING CEANGED METHCD OF ELEZCTIQN.
It change in the metned of election of school directors is
Y Or speclal SCnooLl 2leciion. he
virg unexpired terms or were e:ected
proval of tne change of method shall serve
»rms for which they were eiected. 1t -he plan
e

accpted is thai described in section 275,12, subs

(1] b

paragraph "b," “"¢," "d," or "e," the bocard shall at the
gariiest pract.cable tine designate the districie from wnich
residents are ©o be elected as school direccors at each of tre

next three Lwo succeeding amnwar regu.ar schocl elections,
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¢ so far as possibie for elections of directors as

n
nts ¢of the respective districts to ceoircide with thne
explration 0 terms of incumbent mempers residing in those
districts. If an increase in the size cf the board from five
to seven members is approved concurrently with tne change in
inethod of election of directors, the poard shall make the
necessary adjustment in the manner prescribed in section
275.37, as well as providing for impiementatfion of the
districting plan under this section.

Sec. 11, Section 275.41, subsections 4, 6, and 7, Code
1991, are amended to read as follows:

4, If the total number of directors determined under
subsection 2 or 3 is an odd number, zhe board of the disgtrics
with the largest population shall designrate the term of office
of one of the members who is retained to commence at the
organizational meeting of the board of the newly formed
district and to end at the organizational meeting foilowing
the ferrtn third regular school election held therealiter in
the manner specified in the reorganization petfition.

If the total number ¢f directors determined under
subsection 2 or 3 is an even number, that number of directors
shall function until a special election can be held, at which
time an additional director shail be elected to a term from
the newly formed district ending at the organizational meeting
foliowing the feunvth third regular school election heid
thereafter. The procedure for calling the special election
shalil be the procecure specified in section 275.25.

6. At the secorda {irst regular school election held after
the effective cate of the irerger, the two vacancies which will
occur on the board shall be filied In a manner speciiied in
the reorganization petition.

7. At the third gsecond regular school election neld
the effective date of merger, if & filve-nember poard IS
specified in the reorganization petition, two Clrectors

be elected in the manner specified in the reorgarization

_6_.



1f a seven-menmber poard i

reorganization petition, Iour director

ne manner specified in the reorgani
Section 277.1, Code 19S%1, is amenc
277.1 REGULAR ELECTION.

The regular election shall be held annuaiy diennially on

the secerd first Tuesday tn-September following the first

Monday in November of each odd-numbegred year In each school

district for the election of officers of the district and
merged area and for the purpos2 ¢f submitting toc the voters
any matter authorized by law.

Sec. 13. Section 277.2, Code 1991, 1s amended to
follows:

277.2 SPECIAL ELECTION.

The board of directers in a scheool corporazion may call a
spacial election at whicn the veoters shall have the powars
axercised at the regular electica wilh relerence ¢ tie sale
of scaocl operty and the applicatio

nroceads, the aucthorization to changes the 7

of scnool direciors to any method autno:i

275.12, the authoriza
direciors, ine auchorizaclon
boundaries of direcior dis
voter-approved phnysical pilant and equipnm
indebtedness, as providec by law.
Sec. l14. Section 277.20, unnumbered paragraph i, Code

1991, is amended toc read as follows:

election, the county board of supervisors shall canvass the
returns made "o the county commissioner of ionsg I the
several precinct pciling places and the absentee

counting board, ascertair the resule of
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tnerecf as required by section 50.24. Speciai elections neldé

in schoeol districts shall be canvassed at the %ime and in the
manner required by that section. The board sral: declare the
results of the votlag for members of boards of directors of
school corporations nominated pursuant to section 277.4, and
ate of election

LA

the commissioner shall at once i1ssue a C

w0

e
to each person decliared elected. The board shall also cdeclare
q

the results of the voting on any public guestion subniztited to
the voters of a single school district, and the coruulssioner
shall certify the result as required by section 50.27.

Sec. 15. Section 277.23, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code

1991, 1s amended to read as follows:

A change from five to seven directors shall pe effected in
a district at the first regular election after guthorization
by the voters or when a district becormes wholly or in part

within a city cf fifteen thousand population or more 1o the

following manner: If the term of ene-dtrector two directors

of the five-member board expires at the time of satd the
regular election, three four directors shall be elected to

serve until the thzrd second following regular election

enpreafrer; if the terms of twe three directors expire at the
time of said the regular election, three directors shall be
elected to serve until the third second regular election

thereafter and one-direetor two dggectors shall be elected -0

serve #-term-the-sxprration-~ef-which-coineitdes-wrth-the
expiration-of-the-term-of-the-drrector-neretofore-singty
erected until the next regular election.

Sec. 16, Section 277.25, Code 1991, is amenced ©0o read as

follows:

277.25 DIRECTORS IN NEW DISTRICTS.

At the first electicn in newly crganized districts the
directors shall be elected as foliows:

1. 1In districts having three directors, onrg-diresgtor two
directors shall be eiected for eme-year;-ore-for two years,

and one for taree four vears.
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2. In districts having five directors, two three shall be

2lacted for one-year;-txo-for two years, and enre itwo for tnsree

kFaving seven directors, ®&wo four shall be

rr-twe-for two years, and three for trree
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Sec. 17. Section 280Aa.11, unnumbered paragrapn 1, Code
1991, is amended to read as follows:
The geverning beard of a merged area is a board of

cdirectors composed of one member elected from =sach director

distriet in the area by the gualified electors of the
respective district. Members of the boaré shall be residencts
of the district from wnich elecied. Successors shall be

chosen at the ammwe® regular school eiections for members
whosze terms expire. The term of a memoer of the poard of

» Zour yegars and commencss &t tha

»

lvrectars 1s Ghkre

s
]

a

i

organizatlon mesting., Vacancies on the peard shali:r be Filled

&7 the nexi feguler weeling of the board by appointuen. By Ine
remaining members of the beard. & memper 30 chesen snell be a

sident ¢ the district 1In which the vacancy occurred and
v at Lo

til a member is elec:zed pursu

€]
|t
=

e a
212 to £i11 the vacancy for the balance of the un
L.

borim. . vacancy ls defined in secticn 277.23., A member Shaz.

not serve on the pecard of directors who 15 a member ol & board
cf cirecters of a Local school district or & member of an area

education agency board.

Sex. 1B, Section 280A.12, unnunrpbered paragrapn 1, Code
1961, 1s amended to reacd as follows:

The board of directors cf Lhe merged area shall organize at
the first regular meetling In Beneber January of each even-
tre election of a president and other officers from the poard
membershipy as board membors determine.  The boaréd of direciors
shall sppoint a secretary ané a treasurer who shall each give

n 2

bend as prescribed in sectio




the salary deitermined by the board. Tne secretary and
treasurer sinall persform duties under chapter 291 and

additlonal duties the bdoar £ direczors deams necessary.
However, tne board may appoin > person Lo serve as the
secretary and freasurer L DEISON Serves the
secretary and treasurer, only one bond i cessary tor th
person. The frecuency of meetlings other than anizationa

meetlngs shali be as determired by tneg bea

the president or a majority ©of the members

meetlng at any time.

Sec. 19, Section 280A.13, subsection
amenced to read as follows:

1. The board ¢ 2 merged area may change the number of
cirectors on the board arnc shall make corresponding changes in
the boundaries of director districts. Changes shall be
compieted not later thaa July 1 of a fiscal year for the next
regular school election te-be-hmetrd-the-next-forzewing
Sepcember.

Sec. 20. Section 280Aa.13, subsectiocon 4, Code 1981, 1s
amended to read as follows:

4, To the extent possible the board shall provide that
changes in the boundary lines of director districts of merged
areas do not lengthen or diminish the term of office of a

-

director of the board. Initial terms of office shall be ser

by the board so that as nearly as possibie the terms of ene-
third one-half of the members expire annunatiy biennialiy.
Sec. 21. Section 280&.15, subsection i, Code 1981, 1is

amended o read as follows:
1. Regular elections held annwaziy oy the merged a: for
the eiection of members of the board
by section 280A.11, for the renewal
fourth cents per thousand dollars oZ
authorized in section 28CR.22, or for
authorized by law and designated for election

directecrs of the merged area, shall be nhe’d c¢n




Il

school election as fixed by section 277.1. Tn

¥

)

notice shall pe macde a part of the local schce

nctice published as provided in section 49.53

e

school district where voring 1s to occur in the mer
election and the election shall be conrducted by the county
comnissioner of elections pursuant to chapters 392 to 53 and
section 277.20.

Sec. 22. Section 280A.15, subsection 4, Code 1391, 1is

(o2 » « JERNENS o AN U o BRI N

amended To read as follows:

4. The votes cas: In the election shal: be canvassed and

o
[ T

abstracts of the votes cast shall be certified &3 reguired by

=
4%

section 277.20. In each county whose commissioner of

elactions 1s responsible under section 47.2 for conducting

g

—
[ 2 Y s N % )

elections held for a merged area. the county board of

supervisors shall convene at ten o'clock a.m. cn the

ool

M

} -4

Monday tr-S2orember after the regular scnool zleciion,

—
R

the abstracis of votes cast and declare the

—
e}

voting., The commissiorer shall

—
(Ko

election tc zach person declare

0
]

the merged area beard in subsia

rJ
—

section 50.27 the result of
ion submitted to the voters of
ted to the boara of
=alify by taking the oath of
8.
Sec. Scectlion 280A0.22,
is amended to read as follows:
In addition to the tax authorized
in any a merged area mav at ammgal
tion vote a tax not exceeding Lwenty and
thousand coilars of assesszed valte in any
To exceed ten years for The purchass
rsunds, cor iCT i puildings, paymen £ debrs
~acted for

1ldings and equipn




1. 1 libraries, for the purpose ¢I paylng cos.s of utilities,

the purpose of mainta:ining, refodel:inc, 80roving, oo

~
rn
O
L)

3 exgpanding the community colilege of the mo-noa asrea, TE ¢
5 tax levy is approved under this seci.on, whe cosus 0f
S uriiities shall be paid from the proceeds =i =he levy. The

Q
tax shall be collected by the couniy <reasurols ang remitied

~J N

tc the treasurer of the merged area as provided in section

331.55%2, subs ion 2%, The oroceeds of Lhe Tex shatl o be

[On}

9 deposited in a separate and distinct fun2 to be known as ne

1C voted tax furd, t0 be paid ouit upon warrants érawn by the
E 4

11 president and secretary of the poard of Gireccors of ¢he
&

12 merged area district for the payment of coscs incurred in

13 providing the school f£acilltles Zor wnich the tax was voied.

14 Sec, 24. 1In order to accomplish the trangition Zrom

—

]
o W

election of directors of comuunity and indegenden:t school
ion

districts, merged areas, and area educat

for terms of three years each to the election of s

o

a
directors biennially for terms of four years each, the

= e
Q0

18 following adiustments in terms and times cof election sha:l be

20 made, notwithstanding other provisions of law:

21 1. The term of office for each director of a cermunity or

22 independent school district, merged area, and area education

23 agency board wnose term expires in the years 1993 and 1934

24 shall explre at noon on Januarty 2, 1994, and successors to

25 these positions shall be elected at the reguliar election in

26 1993, or in the case of the area ecducation agency, at the

27 director district convention in 1993.

28 2, In communrity, independent, and consolidated schoo:l

29 districts, merged areas, and area education agencics having

30 five-member boards ¢f directors, the persons e.ected as

31 directores in 1993 who receive tne greatest and the next

=

[0

32 greatest number of veotes in tnait electlon shall soove ter -

33 four years each and the other persons so eslecwed zaaii se wvo
; 34 terms of two years each.
35 3. In community, independent, and consolicated scnool
_".-2_

e
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ignricts, merged arveal, and area educailon agoncies having .
<

[}
seven-member bocards ¢f directors, tne persons elected as
a

lirectors in 1393 who receive the greatest, the next greatest,
and the thirc greatest nrumper of votes snal: serve terms of

ne cther persons so elected shall serve

and area education agenciss paving more
than seven menmbers, the persors elected as directors in 1993
who recelve the greatest, the nexi greates:, the chird
greatest, and the fourth greatest numper of votas shall serve
terms of four years each, and the other perscons sc elected
shall serve terms cf twl years eacn.

Sec. 25. EFFE

€

TIVE DATE. This Act taekes eftecti cn July 1,
1883, for purpos elec

C
s of holding tne regular school
during November 19

EXPLANATION
The bill provides for the consolidation of elec:ion of the
directors of locail scnocl districts, area educatio’ agencles, .
and merged areas on the vegular general eiectlon day in tne
odd-numbered year, which 1s the city election day. In order
to accomplish these purpcses, tne bill changes the terms of
these directors from three to four years and provides for

transition period. The bill takes effect on July 1, 1982,




