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1 An Act increasing penalties for interfering with a traffic 
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3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 321.260, Code 1991. is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 321.260 INTERFERENCE WITH DEVICES, SIGNS, OR SIGNALS --

4 UNLAWFUL POSSESSION. 

5 1. 2. A person who willfully and intentionally, without 

6 lawful authority, attempts to or in fact alters. defaces, 

7 injures, knocks dm."n, or removes an official traffic-control 

8 device, an authorized warning sign or signal or barricade, 

9 whether temporary or permanent, a railroad sign or signal, a~ 

10 inscr:pcion, shield or insignia on any or such dev~ces, signs, 

11 signals, or barri(:ades, or any other part thereof, shall, upon 

12 conv,ction, be gui~ty of a serious misdemeanor and shall be 

13 required to make restitution to the affected jurisdiction. 

b. A2erso~ ,,;1\:: is convicted un§er paragrap:' "aU of an act 

15 relating to a stop sign or a yield sign shall be fined a 

16 rr;inil(,cl1[; amount of five hL:ndred doLars and may be required to 

1 7 ~:.. 2_~_e comrr.u ~ i t Y S e r vice i f! .. _add-=i--=t:...:i:...o=-r.:..:..---=t_o_m--=,a=--:k-=i",n.:..o,,-, _,--=e--=. s,--t,----i --=c-=L::...t:...i_o,-n 

18 to the affected jurisdiction. - -~ 

2. It shall b~ ur.lawful for any person to ~ave in ~he 

20 perso.:'s possession any official traffic-conltoi device except 

21 by redson of the person's employmen~. Any person convicted of 

22 unauthorized possession of any official traffic-control device 

23 shall upon conviction be p~n±shed-~s-previde6-in-secticn 

24 3i~~4B2 guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 
::: -.;' :/? 
<" -i : 25 EXPLANAT:ON 

26 This bill increases the penalties for a persor. who is 

27 convicted of a serious misdemeanor of interfering with a stop 

28 sign or yield sign to a minimuI:l fine of $500 a:1d comrr:ensur2te 

29 community service ar:d increases the c~arge for possession of i:! 

3D traffic control device from a simp:e to a serious misde~eanor. 

31 A si;np~e misde~ea~or carries a maxim~m sentence of 

32 imp[iso~men~ not to exceed 30 days, or a fine not to exc~ed 

33 $100. A serious misdemeanor carries a maximum sen~er.ce of 

34 imprisonwent not to exceed one year, or a fine not to exceed 

35 $l,OOD. or both. 
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SENATE FILE 97 
H-3512 

1 Amend Senate File 97, as passed by the Senate, as 
follOWS: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 and 16 and 
inserting the following: "relating to a stop sign or 
a yield sign may be required to". 

2. Page 1, by striklng line 21 and inserting the 
foll ow i ng : "b1- r'!!a !Ion -of -el'!!!-!;,!! r' !lonl. !I-~l!ll'~ol'me ne !::i' 
legal right or authority. Any person convicted oE". 

3. Page 1, by inserting after line 24 the 
follo""i ng: 

"Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 1, 
paragraph~ Code 1991, is amended by striking the 
paragraph. 

Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 2, paragraph 
f, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 

f. A flashing white light,-a~ed-in-eon;anet~on 
with-hazar'd-lighes, is permitted on a vehicle pursuant 
to subsection 7. 

Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 7, 
unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, is amended to read 
as follows: 

7. Except as provided in section 321.373, 
subsection 7, and subsection 2, paragraph "c" of this 
section, a flashing white light shall only be used on 
a vehicle when-ased-in-een;anetien-witl'!-l'!azard-li9l'!ts 
and-a-e±ashin9-whiee-~i9Mt-sl'!a±~-not-be-a!!!!d-on-a 

27 ~eMie~e-e~e!!pt in any-of the following circumstances:" 
28 4. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
29 word "device" the following: "and relating to the use 
30 of flashing white lights". 
31 5. By renumbering and relettering as necessary. 

By COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
KOENIGS of Mitchell, Chairperson 

H-3512 FILED APRIL 4, 1991 
t( ~rU <1/0/91 ('I' I:M ) 

SENATE FILE 97 
8-3647 

1 Amend Senate File 97, as passed by the Senate, as 
fOllows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 24, the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 668.10, subsection 1, Code 
1991, is amended to read as follows: 

1. The failure to place, erect, or install a stop 
sign, traffic control d!!~iee signal, or other 
regulatory sign as defined in the uniform manual for 
traffic control devices adopted pursuant to section 
321.252. However, once a regulatory device has been 
placed, created or installed, the state or 
municipality may be assigned a percentage of fault for 
its failure to maintain the device." 

2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
word "device" the following: ", and relating to 
governmental exemptions concerning traffic control 
signals under the comparative fault statute". 

3. By renumbering as necessary. 
By JAY of Appanoose 

~:-3647 FILED APRIL 16, 1991. 



S-3506 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 97 

1 Amend Senate File 97, as passed by the Senace, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 and 16 and 
4 inserting the following: "relating to a stop sign or 
5 a yield sign may be required to". 
6 2. Page 1, by striking line 21 and inserting the 
7 following: "by-~el'l!!en-ef'-the-l'e~se!'l.l.!!-empiei'me!'lt ~ 
8 legal right or authority. Any person convicted of". 
9 3. Page 1, by inserting after line 24 the 

10 following: 
11 "Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 1, 
12 paragraph~ Code 1991, is amended by striking the 
13 paragraph. 
14 Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 2, paragraph 
15 f, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
16 f. A flashing white light7-~!!ed-i!'l-eon;anet±o!'l 
17 with-he~l'l~d-ri9htS7 is permitted on a vehicle pursuant 
18 to subsection 7. 
19 Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 7, 
20 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, is amended to read 
21 as follows: 
22 7. Except as provided in section 321.373, 
23 subsection 7, and subsection 2, paragraph "e" of this 
24 section, a flashing white light shall only be used on 
25 a vehicle when-~sed-in-eon;~netion-w±th-hl'l~e~d-ii9hts 
26 end-I'l-f'rl'lshin9-white-ii9ht-shei1:-not-be-~sed-on-e 
27 vehieie-exeel't in eny-of the following circumstances:" 
28 4. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
29 word "device" the following: "and relating to the use 
30 of flashing white lights". 
31 5. By renumbering and relettering as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

5-3506 FILED APRIL 19 1991 
,1"......4 -<-~~~ 'I-/u J'i'l (fl /,/-:1.</) 
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(PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION BILL BY 
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Passed Senate, Date __________ _ Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays 
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BE 

Approved __________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

Act increasing penalties for interfering with a traffic 

control device. 
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.260, Code 1991, is amended to read 
2 as follows: 
3 321.260 INTERFERENCE WITH DEVICES, SIGNS, OR SIGNALS --
4 UNLAWFUL POSSESSION. 
5 1. a. A person who willfully and intentionally, without 
6 lawful authority, attempts to or in fact alters, defaces, 
7 
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injures, knocks down, or removes an official traffic-control 
device, an authorized warning sign or signal or barricade, 
whether temporary or permanent, a railroad sign or signal, an 
inscription, shield or insignia on any of such devices, signs, 
signals, or barricades, or any other part thereof, shall, upon 
conviction, be guilty of a serious misdemeanor and shall be 

required to make restitution to the affected jurisdiction. 
b. A person who is convicted under paragraph nan of an act 

relating to a stop sign or a yield sign shall be fined a 
minimum amount of five hundred dollars and may be required to 
complete co~munity service in addition to making restitution 
to the affected jurisdiction. 

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to have in the 
person's possession any official traffic-control device except 

by reason of the person's employment. Any person convicted of 
unauthorized possession of any official traffic-control device 
shall upon conviction be ~~~ished-es-~~o¥ided-%n-see~±on 
3~~~.8? guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

EXPLANATION 
This bill increases the penalties for a person who is 

convicted of a serious misdemeanor of interfering with a stop 
sign or yield sign to a minimum fine of $500 and commensurate 
community service and increases the charge for possession of a 
traffic control device from a simple to a serious misdemeanor. 
A simple misdemeanor carries a maximum sentence of 
imprisonment not to exceed 30 days, or a fine not to exceed 

33 $100. A serious misdemeanor carries a maximum sentence of 
34 imprisonment not to exceed one year, or a fine not to exceed 
35 $1,000, or both. 
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S~\·A1'F. ;'ILl:: 91 

AN AC1 

l~Ic:.(f;:\SI.NG PENA::,'l(S (o'OR I~;Ti:Rn:Klm; WITH A 1'1(AF!;":C CON':'ROL 

~)EVIC:: t'\~m :U:C,VfH1G 10 '!'H:: us .. ; 0.' i'l.-ASifll.'G ',,'!fIr,'F. :,1(;"1'5. 

Rf I'.' E~I,\crEr) BY nil': (:HH;~AL ~"'SSHm!..'( or THE s'!'J\-n; or :01-;,'\: 

Sect i .')0 1. Se'~tion J?i..260, (,)(i(": 1')':11, i:-, ~:nl~nd,~c t.~, (('",d 

a" fol ~()'.~s: 

l21.?&O Ol1"~:;e"~I~~';~:Ci: \'I'ITE ()~\llC!;S. SlCNS. 01< SlG}lALS --

tiNlA'.,':;'tJL POSS£SSI<H;. 

1 •• 1. A pei"<;()Tl ·.::1,) · .... illfully and int'~lltionally. · .... lthout 

:;;,',:flll ':i.1Jthoritj, Gltti.'~pt~; to or .ill LH·t i11tt~::;. de(~IC(':", 

i:"ljIH~:-1, knoc.<'~ d(")'dn, or rpmove!l ~Hl ~.l'fici;11 t.(,lffic-cont.l·ol 

dc..,i<.:e, a;) aur:hori1..~d wa:·,inq :~;91l or :~i9r.~1 or !)drricadf.>. 

·.:hpt.h(~r t..~np;)r,Jry or ~errn.lnt:nt, ,1 railr()<.ll..! :._g'l or :.igl1<\1. <:or-. 

inscription, Gh:eld or insignia on J~y of s~ch devi~~s, ~lgO!l, 

"!l19~als, 01 barricacef>, or any oth0r p.l.rt tt",e(,~o(, ~t,~ll. up;.n 

,,::ollviction, be guilty :)f il s~riollf; nl:;dt"!m"'ilf".Or .}od shall h~ 

I"~:q\lil'~d t·.o ;nilk~ 1·.~~tituti0n to tho:- ,\{{(!cte,3 .)ul·i,.di.ction. 

~.~ .. f.f>r~~0 .'N.I".O i~ c?"~.l.c~.I!:~l u:ld"I' rill"ilz:·ill.lh "a." (:f :In itet 

. r.e>~til~9'~'~:?'~'.(:.l2.09n or a '.fIeld ~i<)fl may.be rcqu! rcd to 

~;(.l(:~_'~~~C: COIT·;nun i t. 'i !:.~ r v 1 C'e 1 n dodd i. t ~.~?..!!. . ..!..5~ __ n:!.!.~ !.~~:l_r:....t~!; t i !...~(.::.:! 

!_~_ t,:!.e.afft2..£~.£.~. )~ri!;dict..lon. 

~ It shall be \:nlJ:"W{~rl (0' J.ny ~t!r:;o(: to hdve :':1 ttH~ 

person's POf>s~3sion any official traffic-con~rol ,jpvice ~xcepL 

by·' r ee!Sol'l-of - t"he- pt' r~on"":\1- e1l'lI' ~ (')yll\~''It. ~'>i . .. 1 .. P..9!l.l . ~ i 9.h.t ... (::r. 

~!..!.!..~~ority., Arty p~rson C')llV1CLptl, o( .rnautr.ori;.:(·c r::)~~e~.!;i()Tl ~f 

ar,y otficiai. ':.!"df(ic-contfOI d(· ... ic(~ ~:t:all u!1:m cO;lVi<..:ti..:>n b,' 

P"r:i:~":'If!'d·.'l~ ·pt'ovi"~d-~I'I-~e(:ti~f\ ':;iH:d8i! 'J.o..:.i.).t..Y .. ?~ .. " ser io.u~. 

!."l:>_d.~rr"<l:lO( • 

Sec. 2. SectiOf' 321.42J, :>\Ib~;h:tion :, P;ll'<HJrapt~ d, Code 

1991, i!> ,11T1P'rH](!d 'oy strik.ing the pacd9rdP~I. 

Spc. 3. Sectio, 37: .~2J. ~Ilb!lect~()n 2, par,}graph !, (:o~e 

~991, i!> alf'IOIHil;'d to :-eild .15 to~loW:i: 

$enat0 File 97, p. 2 

t. A flashIng ~~.t,~ l~gtlti-~~ed-in'c~",u~t:~in"-~i~h-hbr~rd 

ii91'1t:"7 is Fer"'ittl~d en a v.:hiC"lf~ pllr.:iUilnt. to ~Jlib~;L~cti .. )n ? 

S~C. 4. Section 12 •. 423, S~b'iE,(:~_()n 7. ~nn'J~nbered 

~dra(Jr;lph I, C()d,~ lq~l. i.'; <\I'f.'ode,l to r.~<1d .as (ollow~;' 

I. ;';XC(.'lJ': ,\S p(o'/ldt!d \(', ~:,P,:t.l{)1\ 12i.111, :;u~)>:.e(·tior: 'l. 

iltH; s;lb!:.p.c'.ion ), p;l,f,"\(Jra~h "c:" (.t t:ll:. ';('o.::I,)n, ,) fl;\:;hir'9 

whi,:(, li'}ilt "h,dl ('~ly he ,_~;~~(: on ,) · ..... ?h:cl" "'h~t\-~:'H~,d-t~ 

e~" j~l~et: ~~m 'lfi t:h ·hlu~r'd· 1- t'jht!'l -eH~d-e.- H'a:!lM 11'19 \,,~ t!:~ I tqht: 

~he:~!··~ot--be-.,~e"; "I'I-t'l- ... ~hil:lf'! ~xef'!~)t in ""Y-:'.It ttl(' (oll()·~·ll;q 

c: i r cum:. t '11lC:'~3 ; 

,TO£-: .J. ' .. )r:I.-SI~ 

Jlrp'~jidf.>llr: of the Senat.c 

HOBt-:I~':' C. J\f{nO'JI,() 

Sw~ak~r of tht! HOIJsp. 

I tlf~r(~hy c.~rt:ify :.:lilt this h_ll ()ri'1in;\t:(~d in t:,,, S~nilt.p .lr.d 

1::; known (l!l Sell.1L'~ P:l~ ')7, S.;vcll'Y'f~)\;i"Lh Gent~f",~.l A!;:H.';"Ilbly • 

''''""'"~ ~ 
.JOaN F'. O'."'Y!-:R 

Se<..:retary ()t the !;enat.p 

l'.l ') 1 

rt:H~t f;. BHANSTAO 

GovprnQ: 
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