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BE IT ENACTED BY 

--_ ..... _----_.- ..... 

A BILL FOR 

the labeling of fresh meat, and making a penalty 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBuY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 1270XS 74 

da/mc/6 



S.? ___ .~ H.F. ___ _ 

1 Section 1. Section 189.1, Code 1991, is amended by addi~g 

2 th0 following new subsection: 

3 NEVi S(cBSECTION .~A. "Packaged meat'! means raw unfrozen 

4 meat wnich is a meat food product or a poultry product as 

5 deCined in section l89A.2, which is packaged i~ a :orm 

6 111tc:.ded for retail sale. and which is destined tor retail 

7 sale. 

8 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. l89.18A fRESHNESS DATE ON PACKAGED 

9 MEA'iS. 

10 1. An establish~ent as defined i~ section 189A.2 shall rIot 

~l sell packaged meat ·0 a person, unless the es~abllshment 

12 labels the meat as :)[evided in this section. The label shall 

13 show tile last dale u, which Lhe meat remains C' ~ • I.resn accoralng 

14 to ruiP5 adc)ptcd hy the departme~t. The departme~t shall 

:~ adopt ru~es sreciLY-'IOg tt'e number of days that E"ackaged mea'.s 

16 Itl(.lY re:ndin chi lIed ';:; a t~esh cor.dition. The ::Ui.2S shall to 

1.7 the eX~211t practicable establish d period of freshness for all 

~8 majur varieLies and cuts of pacKaged meats. 

19 An establishme~[ which packages meat shal! labpl the 

20 packaqe of the meat. However, if the meat is sold On a retail 

21 basis and is not prepackaged, the eslablishmellt may label the 

22 meat by posting a not~ce in lieu of labeling the package. The 

23 notice shall, conform with rules adopted by the department. 

24 The not !ce shall be posted in a clear and conspic:10US rr.anner 

25 identifYIng the meat sl,bject to the notice. 

76 2. The department shall adopt a model label, l'lcluClflq 

27 labels required to be placed on packages as approved Dy the 

28 United States department of agriculture. An estaD!ishffient may 

29 use a copy of the model label form to designate t!le date of 

30 freshI1PsS of packaged meat. However, the depa~tme~t is l'ot 

31 required to dissemin~~e model ldbpl.s to establish~ents. 

32 3. [;r.is section does not wa!:"ra:\t the quality or fresi;:~e~s 

13 of packaged meat, and the state assumes ~o l~dbill~Y ~or 

34 packa(;~rl m~dt which is labeled ·lndcr this sect~on. 

35 Sec. 1. Section l89A.7, Code :991, is ame:,ded OJ add:~q 
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S.F. ~ ___ H.F. 

1 the fOllowing new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 13. Provide for the inspection of 

3 packaged meat under section 189.18A and provide for the 

4 enforcement of that section. 

5 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 191.9 FRESHNESS DATE ON PACKAGED 
6 MEATS. 

7 A person shall, as required by section 189.18A, label 

8 pac~aged meat with a date after whiCh the meat is not 

9 considered fresh according to rules adopted by the department. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill requires that establishments engaged in the sale 

12 of fresh packaged meats must identify the date aEter whiCh the 

13 meat is not considered Eresh by the department of agriculture 

14 and land stewardship. The freshness date must appear on a 

l5 label placed on the package or if the meat is sold on a retail 

16 basis and is not prepackaged, the date may be posted near the 

Ii meat in a clear and conspicuous manner. The bill does not 

18 require that the meat be sold by a date certain. The 

19 department is responsible for enforcing the bill's proviSions. 

20 An establishment acting in violation of the bill's prOVisions 

21 commits a simple misdemeanor. 
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