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S.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.651. subsections 2 and 3. Code 

2 1991, a~e areended by striking t~e subsections dnd insertj~g ln 

3 lieu thereof the folJowing: 

4 2. A person elected or 3ppointed to the office of sher:ff 

5 must be an eligible e!ector of the county w~o has earned a 

6 certificate of graduation as a law enforce~ent officer from a 

7 school approved by the Iowa law enforcement academy council 

8 purs~,ant to chapter 803 and has a m:nimurn of four years 

9 experience 3S a full-time peace Officer, or who has earned an 

10 assQc:ate arts or baccalaureate degree from 

11 college or university and . .. ~ nas a mlnl:num 0 .. 

12 experience as a full-time peace officer. 

, n a .. accredited 

~\·;o years 

l3 3. a. The COU!1ty cornrr.iSi:5iO~1(:-:: oE elec~ior~s shall not 

:4 place the name of a candidate for the office of sheriff 011 a 

15 primary or general election ballot unless the ca~didate has 

16 filed wit~ the county commissione: of electio~s doc~~entation 

17 of proof of el:gibility not ia~er tha~ five p.m. on the ~ifty­

l8 fifth day before the primary election or not later than five 

19 p.m. on the sixty-sEventh day before the general election. 

20 b. Documentation of proof of eligibLlity must include a 

21 notarized letter from an employer stating the candidate's 

22 number of years of service as a full-time peace office~ and a 

23 copy of the candida~e's certificate of gradl:ation from a 

24 school approved by the Iowa law enforcement academy counci: or 

25 a copy of the candidate's associate arts or baccalaureate 

26 degree. whichever :s applicable. 

27 Sec. 2. This Act does not apply to a person holding the 

28 office of county sheriff on the effective date of this ACt. 

29 EXP[.ANATION 

30 This bi:: req~ir~s that ca~didates for the office of coun~y 

31 sher~fi meet ce~tai~ minimu~ qua:ificatio~s. A ca~didar~ ~O~ 

32 the office of sheriff re~st either be a grad~ar,e cf a SC~C0: 

33 recoS~i2ed by t~e :owa law erlforce:ncllt acade:~y counci d!1d 

34 have a mirlimum of ~0ur years expprieI~ce as a fL~~J.-tinle peacp 

35 officer or possess an associate arts or bac~~la;i~'eate deg:~e 
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1 from an accredited college or un:versity and have a minimum of 

2 two years experience as a full-time peace officer. 

3 Candidates for the office of she~iff are requi~ed to file 

4 documentation of 9roof of eligibility with the county 

5 commissioner of elections not later than five p.m. on the 

6 fifty-fifth day before the primary election or not later than 

7 five p.m. on the sixty-seventh day beEore the ge~eral 

8 election. The county co~nissioner of elections shall not 

9 place on the ballot the name of any candidate for sheriff who 

10 has not filed documentation ot proof of eligibility. 

11 Documentation of proof of eligibility shall include a 

12 notarized letter from an emp"oyer attesting to the numbe~ of 

13 years the candidate has served as a ful:-time peace officer 

14 and a copy of either a certificate of grad~ation from a school 

15 approved by the Iowa law enforcement academy councilor an 

16 associate arts or baccalaureate de9cee. 
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5-3051 
1 

SENATE FILE 91 

~~er.d Senate File 9l as fol~cws: 
1. By st~iking everything af:er the enacting 

cla~se and inse~tin9 the f~:lowing: 
2 
3 
4 "Sectio~.. ~EW SECTION. 33:.6S1A QUA~!~ICATIONS 
5 OF' SHER::F. 
6 A person lS not eligible to se:ve as a cou~ty 

7 sher:tf ~~less, UDO~ electio~, the sheriff 
8 successfully co~pletes five weeks of traini~g f:om tte 
9 Iowa law enfcrcement academy. A county sheriE~ is 

10 also required to annua::y comple:e law e~forceme::t 
related i~-$ervice training r:om cne Iowa law 

:2 e~forcement academy. 
Sec. 2. A?PL:CAa:LITY. ~h~s Ac~ does ~o: a?ply :0 

14 a pe:son holdi~g the c!~ice of coun~y sheriff O~ :~e 
15 effec:ive date of this Act." 
1.6 2. Ti=le page. ilne 2. by st~lking the words 
:7 "fi:i~g deadlines" and ~~serti~s ~he following: 
18 the Act's applicability". 

O! for 

By 3ER: E. PRiEBE 

5-3051 ?=:-D FEBRGARY 18. 1991 
p/."" ....... Q, % ;t?/'11 (f /<19<, ) 

SENA'l'E FILE 91 
5-3052 

1 
2 
3 , , 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

t~e ame~dme~t, S-30:2, ~: 
EoilCrws: 

, ' 
~, 
-' .~ I 

1. Pace 1 bv st-~k~-c l~no~ 7 chrough ~7, ~~~ 
: .... .,. .••.• ',.":. :_ J..~'. ,,_,,_ ... 

"'l:se;. ::l.ng tne rc..:.....:.ow·.!.ng: ils~:,e!:":f: u::'::'es3, :...:;:.:::: 

,,$ 

elect~on, the sheri~f successe~~~l c8~p:et~s ~~~e 
weeks of trai~ing from the :owa law enforceme~t 
acade~y. A cc~n:y sher:ff is also req~:red :c 
annually comple~e ~aw e~Eorcexen~ ~elated i~-se=v~ce 
trai~':"!1g from the :owa ::'cl,oj e:::orcerner:t acacesy.1I 

2. By renumberi~g as necessary. 
By BER: E. PRIEBE 

S-3052 FILED FEBRUARY ~8. !991 



SENATE FILE 91 
~. S-3012 

1 Amend Senate File 91 as fellows: 
2 1. By striking everything after the enacting 
3 clause and inserting the following: 

1,,5"~4 "Section 1. NEW SECTION. 331.651A QUALIFICATIONS 
? or SHERIFF. 

,6 1. A person is not eligible to serve as a county 
7 sheriff unless the person meets all of the following 
8 qualifications: 
9 a. The person is at least twenty-one years of age. 

10 b. The person has at least two years' experience 
11 as a full-time peace officer. 
12 c. The person has earned a certificate of 
13 graduation as a law enforcement officer recognized by 
14 the Iowa law enforcement academy councilor possesses 
15 all of the qualifications required by the Iowa law 
16 enforcement academy council to be certificated as a 
17 law enforcement officer. 

< 18 2. The Iowa law enforcement academy council shall 
19 adopt rules, subject to chapter 17A, establishing 
20 procedures for determining the eligibility of persons 
21 to be candidates for the office or to serve as county 
22 sheriff. A potential candidate for the office of 
23 county sheriff shall submit an application for the 
24 determination of eligibility to the council at least 
25 thirty days before the deadline for the filing of 
26 nomination petitions under chapter 43 or 44. The 
27 application shall be on forms provided by the council 
28 and contain the information required by rule of the 
29 council. The council shall notify the applicant in 
30 writing of its decision on the applicant's eligibility 
31 for the office by certified mail at least ten days 
32 before the deadline for filing for office. However, 
33 in the case of a candidate seeking to fill a ballot 
34 vacancy or vacancy in the office of sheriff, the 
35 council shall make a determination of eligibility as 
36 soon as possible after receipt of the application. An 
37 appOintment to fill a ballot vacancy or vacancy in 
38 office is not final until the candidate is certified 
39 as eligible by the council. 
40 3. The county commissioner of elections shall not 
41 place the name of a candidate for the office of 
42 sheriff on a primary or general election ballot as 
43 provided under chapter 43, 44, or 45 unless the 
44 nomination petition filed by the candidate or 
45 certification of nomination is accompanied by a 
46 certificate of eligibility issued by the Iowa law 
47 enforcement academy council. 
48 Sec. 2. APPLICABILITY. This Act does not apply to 
49 a person holding the office of county sheriff on the 
50 effective date of this Act." Page ·2 .. ---- ._ ... -. ... . - ... -.--

==-e-:c;::' 

1 2. Title page, line 2, by.striking the words 
2 "filing deadlines" and inserting the following: "for 
3 the Act's applicability". 

i-!b-- 'f/r.~I(1' IIf';;) 
S~3012 FILED FEBRUARY 4, 1991 

By EUGENE FRAISE 
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5-3053 

Ame~d 
2 fo:'lcws: 

SENATE FILE 91 

t~e ame~cme~t, S-3012, ~o Se:1a~e 

3 Page 1, by i~serting a:ter li~e =, the 
4 ~cl1owing: 

91, as 

5 
5 
7 
8 
9 

10 
:1 

"1. A person ~s not elig~ble ~o be 3 ca~d~date for 
the office of cc~nty sher:ff unless the pe~sc~ ~3 a~ 
least twenty-one years oE age a~c jas e:ther :wc 
years' experience as a Eull-t~~e law enforcement 
officer at the fede"al, state, or loca! level, or cwo 
years' experience as a reserve peace officer, or has 
earned an associate arts O~ baccalaureate des;ee E~cm 

12 an accredited col:eqe 0: u~iversi~v.'1 
:3 2. Page I, by st~:king li~es 7~~~rough 17, and 
:4 inserting the followi~g: "sheriff unless the person 
:S has ea=~eci a cert:ficate c: g~aduatic~ as a law 
:6 enforcement cfElcer recognized by the Iowa caw 
~J enfo:cement academy counci:, or possesses all of ~~e 
:8 quaiiEicat~ons required by the Iowa :aw e~fcrceme~t 
19 academy co~~cil ~o be cer:ificated as a !aw 
20 er.fc:-cemen: cEf:"cer.lI 
2: 3. Page:, li~e 22, by inser:ing aE:er t~e ~c=d 
22 'tshe[~Ef" ~he e~llowina: "and orov~di~c an aooeal 
23 process". ..._. 

4. Page:, li~e 3:, by s~riking the ~ord ":e~" 
2S artd :i.~sert~ng the fo::"lcw':ng: "tw2!1tj". 
26 5. Page l, ~y s:riki~g :i~es 35 an~ 36, and 
27 ~ns~rting the ~ollowina: "counci: s~a:~ make a 
28 C·e·ar-~na~~o~ CC ell'~;b-;':r'l ~,;t~;~ ~e-.·. ~3·_.'~ ........ 1._ •• '-_ II ..;.. _ ..... .1. .:.. __ .... ,,~ .;_ •• _ ''';_v-, .:;: 

29 receipt of the appli~ation.· An", 
6. By renumberi~c as necessary. 30 

By ~ARK K. HAGERLA 

5-3053 FILED FEBRGARY 19, 1991 

D1V 
A 

SENATE FILE 91 
S-3596 

1 .Srr.end the amendment, 5-3577, tc Ser:ate ?ile 9:' as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page I, llne 10, oy :nse:tl~g atte: :he wo:d 
4 "election" the Eo:lowing: "a~d ~ustr upon elec~i~nr 
5 successfully comolete ~~ve ~eek5 =~ ::aini~~ Eto~ ~he 
6 Iowa law en~orce~ent acadeny. A ccu~ty anar::: :5 
7 also reauired to a~nuallv comp:e:e ~aw enforcement 
8 related~in-se~vice t~ai~lng f~cm the Iowa :aw 
9 enforcement academy"~. ._, 

S-3596 FILED APRIL 25, 1991 
DIVISION A - WI:'HDRAViN, DIVISION B - LOSTC'f"fS') 



SENATE FILE 91 
5-3577 

Amend Senate :ile 9~ as follows: 
2 ~. By s~~iking everything after the enac:ing 
3 clause ar.d inserting :~ lieu thereot the f~~lowi~g: 
4 rol::"oy.,·ir.g: 
5 "Section 1. Sec~ion 331.651, subsectio~ 2, C~de 
6 199:, is ame~ded by str:Ki~g the subsec:io~ a~d 
7 i~sert~n9 in :ie~ :~ere~f the following: 
8 2. A perso~ elect~d :0 the o:fice of cour;ty 
9 she:::: m~5t have a~tai~ed ~~e age of 2: pric~ :~ :he 

10 da:e of :he electi~n. A person appointee to fil: a 
__ vaca~cy in the of~ice o~ cou~~y sheriff must have 
12 ~:tained the age of 21. must nave at least tWO years 
13 eXDer~ence as a f~:l-tiffie oeace office:, and rn~st have 
1~ e~:~e~ ~ ~~.~:;:-~~p ~~ ~ra"a""a~;~~ ~s ~ ~3W _~ ~ •.. ~ ~ ~~.~ ___ ~a~~ ~_ ~_ ~ __ ~,; u w_ 

15 enforcement o~~~cer :ecogn~zed by the :o~a law 
~6 enforceme~t academy CQu~ci: or possess all of the 

qua:i~ications :eq:ired by the ~owa law e~forcemen~ 
academy co~nc~l ~o be certif~e6 as a law enforcement 

19 officer pric: to assu~ing the duties of the office of 
she:i:E. 20 

21 A oerscn elec~ed or aDDoi~:ed :8 t~€ office of 
2 "< s·n ••• ~< ~k"l aua" 'Fv ~"":aK' ,~- -hp oa~h ~< "::'-e 's ............... :.. ~l'<;I.J.. _ ........ _ .. ..J] ..... ..l\~ ... l~ :""l; U ... v.:............ Cl 

23 p~ovided ~n sec~ion 63.:0 and give bond as prov~ded in 
24 5ectio~ 64.8." 
By EUGENE FRAISE 

MICHAE~ E. GRONSTAL 
E~C J. :rUSAK 
DONALD E. GETTINGS 

LEONA?D ~. BOSWELL 
ALVg V. HILLE" 
OONAL[) V. DOYLt: 



."._'--
BY COM~;:;:TTE;:; ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 44) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SE:,ATE APRIL 25, 1991) 

ALL New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 
Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes 
Approved __________________________ _ 

A Bill FOR 

Nays 

1 An Act relating to minimum qualifications for the office of 

county sheriff and providing filing deadlines. 2 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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H.P. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.651, subsection 2, Code 1991, is 

2 amended by striking the SUbsection and inserting in lieu 

3 thereof the following: 

4 2. A person elected to the office of county sheriff must 

5 have attained the age of 21 prior to the date of the election. 

6 A person appointed to fill a vacancy in the office of county 

7 sheriff must have attained the age of 21, must have at least 

8 two years experience as a ful~-time peace officer, and must 

9 have earned a certificate of graduation as a law enforcement 

10 officer recognized by the Iowa law enforcement academy council 

11 or possess all of the qualifications required by the Iowa law 

12 enforcement academy council to be certified as a law 

13 enforcement officer prior to assuming the duties of the office 

14 of sheriff. 

15 A person elected or appointed to the office of sheriff 

16 shall qualify by taking the oath of office as provided in 

17 section 63.10 and give bond as provided in section 64.8. 
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S.F. _______ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.651, subsections 2 and 3, Code 
2 1991, are amended by striking the subsections and inserting in 
3 lieu thereof the following: 
4 2. A person elected or appointed to the office of sheriff 
5 must be an eligible elector of the county who has earned a 

6 certificate of graduation as a law enforcement officer from a 
7 school approved by the Iowa law enforcement academy council 
8 pursuant to chapter 80B and has a minimum of four years 
9 experience as a full-time peace officer, or who has earned an 

10 associate arts or baccalaureate degree from an accredited 
11 college or university and has a minimum of two years 
12 experience as a full-time peace officer. 
13 3. a. The county cO~T.issioner of elections shall not 

14 place the name of a candidate for the office of sheriff on a 
15 primary or general election ballot unless the candidate has 
16 filed with the county commissioner of elections documentation 

17 of proof of eligibility not later than five p.m. on the fifty-
18 fifth day before the primary election or not later than five 
19 p.m. on the sixty-seventh day before the general election. 
20 b. Documentation of proof of eligibility must include a 
21 notarized letter from an employer stating the candidate's 
22 number of years of service as a full-time peace officer and a 
23 copy of the candidate's certificate of graduation from a 
24 SChool approved by the Iowa law enforcement academy councilor 
25 a copy of the candidate's associate arts or baccalaureate 
26 deg~ee, whichever is applicable. 
27 Sec. 2. This Act does not apply to a person holding the 
28 office of county sheriff on the effective date of this Act. 
29 EXPLANATION 
30 This bill requires that candidates for the office of county 
31 sheriff meet certain minimum qualifications. A candidate for 
32 the office of sheriff must either be a graduate of a school 
33 recognized by the Iowa law enforcement academy council and 
34 have a minimum of four years experience as a full-time peace 
35 officer or possess an associate arts or baccalaureate degree 

-1-
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1 from an accredited college or university and have a minimum of 
2 two years experience as a full-time peace officer. 
3 Candidates for the office of sheriff are required to file 
4 documentation of proof of eligibility with the county 
5 commissioner of elections not later than five p.m. on the 
6 fifty-fifth day before the primary election or not later than 
7 five p.m. on the sixty-seventh day before the general 

8 election. The county commissioner of elections shall not 
9 place on the ballot the name of any candidate for ~heriff who 

10 has not filed documentation of proof of eligibility. 
11 Documentation of proof of eligibility shall include a 
12 notarized letter from an employer attesting to the number of 
13 years the candidate has served as a full-time peace officer 
14 and a copy of either a certificate of graduation from a school 
15 approved by the Iowa law enforcement academy councilor an 

16 associate arts or baccalaureate degree. 
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