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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

l A Joint Resolution ratifying a proposed amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States to provide for a delay 1~ an 

increase in compensation to Members of Congress until a~ 

intervening election of Representatives has occurred. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI'iA: 
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l WHEREAS, The First Congress of the United States of 

2 &T.erica, at its first session, sitting in New York, New York, 

3 on September 25, 1789, in both houses, by a constitutiOJlal 

4 majority of two-thirds, has proposed an amendment to the 

5 Constitution of the United States of America in the follow1ng 

6 words: 

7 ''Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

8 United States of knerica in Congress assembled two-thirds of 

9 both Eouses concurring, that the following (Article) be 

10 proposed to the legislatures of the several states, as (an 

ll Ame:~dmcent) to the Constitution of the United States, 

12 which (Article), whe•J ratified by three-fourths of said 

13 legislatures, to be ~alid to all intents and purposes, as part 

14 of the said Constitution, v1z; 

15 "(An Article) in addition to, and Amendment of the 

16 Conshtution of the United States of Aner5ca, proposed by 

17 Conqress, and ratif:ed by the Legislatures cE ~he sevetal 

l8 States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original 

19 Const;t;.~tion. 

20 ".!\RT I CLE 

21 ''No iaw, varying the compensdtion for the services of t~e 

22 Senators and Represe~tatives, shall take effect until an 

23 eleccion of Representatives shall have intervened." 

24 WHEREAS, Artie!~ V of the Cons~itution of the United States 

25 allows che ratificat:on of the proposed amend~ent to the 

26 United States Constit~tion by the General Assembly of the 

27 StatP of Iowa; and 

28 WHEREAS, The proposed amendment to the Co~s~i~~tion of the 

29 United States has already been ~at1fied by Lhe Leg~slatures of 

30 the fo:lowiz1g States 1n the years indicated: Mary~and in 

3: :789; North Carol1na 1n 178Y; South Cdroii~a in 1790; Delaware 

3 2 i ;; .::. 7 (j 0 ; Ve !:" :nc 11 :-. ; :: , 'i 9 l ; Vi. r g.:. n.:. a i. .1 l 7 91 ; ~)~ i c i:; 18 7 3 ; 

33 ~yoDi0g in i978; Ma~:1e :~ 1983; Colorado i11 :SH·l; S.)t~:h uako:a 

34 in :9d'_i; I'~2\V ~:<:..:ilpst-:i:-e J.[l J.98:,; Ar.:::::.)na .:.:; :i.98S; ·:-·P:l!IP.ssee 1.n 

35 :gR:~; <)~J.a~o~a i:~ l0AS; ~ew Mexico i~ 1986; Indi~~d in 1986; 
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1 Utah in 1986; Montana 1n 1987; Connecticut 1n 1987; Arkansas 

2 in 1987; Wisconsin in 1987; Georgia in 1988; West Virginia in 

3 1988; and Louisiana in 1988; and 

4 WnEREAS, Article V of the Constitution of the United States 

5 does not state a time limit on ratification of an amendment 

6 submitted by Congress, and the First Congress specifically did 

7 not provide a time limit for ratification of the proposed 

8 amendment; and 

9 WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court has ruled in 

10 Coleman v. Miller, 307 O.S. 433 (1939), that an a~endment to 

11 the United States Constitution may be ratified by States at 

12 any time, and Congress must then finally decide whether a 

13 reasonable time had elapsed since its sub~ission when, in che 

14 presence of certified ratifications by three-fourths of the 

15 States, the cime arrives for the promulgation of the adoption 

16 of the amendment; and 

17 WHEREAS, Section 25 of Article III of the Constit~tion o: 

18 the State of Iowa provides that ''Each member of the General 

19 Assembly shall receive such compensation anc al:owances :or 

20 expenses as shall be fixed by law but no General Asse~bly 

21 shall have the power to increase oompensatio~ and a:lowances 

22 effective prior to the convening of ~he next General Assectbly 

23 following the session in which any increase is adopted.''; and 

24 WHEREAS, The General Assembly of the State of Iowa finds 

25 that the proposed amencment is still meaningful and needed as 

26 part of the United States Constitution and that the presen: 

27 political, social, and economic conditions are the same as or 

28 even more dema11ding today than they were when the proposed 

29 amendment was submitted for its adoption; NOW THEREFORS, 

30 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

31 That the foregoing proposed amendment to the Constitution 

32 o: the United States is here~y ratified and ccnsented to by 

33 the State of Iowa and the General Assembly thereof; and 

34 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Governor of the State of 

35 Iowa forward certi~ied copies of this resolutlOII over the seai 

-2-



S • .l.R. !-!.J.R. 

1 of the State of Iowa to the Archivist of the Jnited States, 

2 and to the presiding officers of the Senate and House of 

3 Representatives oE che United States. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the General Assembly of the 

5 State of Iowa urges the State Legislatures of those States 

6 whicn have not do~e so to follow Iowa in ratifying the 

7 proposed amendment and that, as an incentive for them to do 

8 so, copies of the foregoing preamble and resolution be 

9 transmitted to those State Legislatures. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This resolution ratifies a proposed amendment to the united 

12 States Constitution providing that a law vary1ng the 

13 compensation of Congress not take effect until an election 

14 intervenes. 
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