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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to mediation assistance, by expanding the 

2 responsibi.lities of the farm mediatio~ service, granting 

3 additional authority to the farm med~atiorl service, extending 

4 the date of repeal for certain provisions, ar•d providing an 

5 effective date. 

fi BE ~T SNACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STl\TE OF IOWA: 

7 

e 22 

23 

SENATE FILE 2331 
S-5382 

l Amend Senate File 2331 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, line 31, by stri~ing the word "twenty-
3 flve'' and inserting the following: "thirty-five". 
4 2. Page 3, line 1, by striking the word "twenty-
5 five" and inserting the following: "thirty-five". 
6 3. Page 10, by striking lines 24 and 25, and 
7 inserting the following: 
8 "Nctwithstanding this chapter, a person shall not 
9 begin a". 

10 4. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
ll word "service," the following: "increasing certain 
12 fees,". 

S-5382 FILED ~~RCH 7, 1990 
ADOPTED (p ?:tJ) 
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By JAMES RIORDAN 
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S.F. H. F'. 

l Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND DECLARATION. 

2 -:'he gene,al assembly fln<ls that r:Jedlation is a simple 

3 nonbureaucratic means of resolving disputes between parties. 

4 Although the overall economy of the sta~e has improved since 

5 the enactment of the farm crisis program, 1986 Iowa Acts, 

6 chapter 1214, the agricultural sector still suffers from 

7 financial stress. Therefore the general assembly declares 

8 that it is necessary to extend programs enacted in 1986 to 

9 prov1oe legal ass1stance to farmers suffering financial 

10 distress and to provide farmer-creditor mediat:on services. 

ll The general assembly also finds that the independence and 

12 isolation of farm residents poses special obstacles 1n dispute 

13 resolution. Legal proceedings may be a costly, time-

14 consuming, and ineffic:ent means of settling disputes in which 

lS a farm resident is a party. Disputes may be better resolved 

16 in an informal setting where t.:nderstanding and accommodation 

17 may replace a forma: and adversarial proceeding. Therefore 

18 the general assembly declares that far~ mediation should be 

19 expanded to include more disputes between farm residents and 

20 opposing parties. 

21 Sec. 7.. 

22 Sections 3 through 6 and section 8 ot this Act, and 

23 sections 13.20 through 13.24 are created as a separate 

24 subchapter of chapter 13. 

25 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 13.11 FARM ASSISTANCE PROGR~~ 

7.6 COORDINATOR. 

27 l. The attorney general or the attorney general's designee 

28 shall serve as the farm assistance program coordinator. The 

29 coordinator has the powers and duties speci:ied in this 

30 subcr.apter. 

31 2. The farm assistance program coordinator shall contract 

32 with a nonprofit organization chartered in this state to 

33 provide med1atton services as provided 1n chapters 654A and 

34 6548. The contract shail be awa:ded to the organizatio:1 by 

35 Jul.y l, 1990. The contrac~ ~ay be terminated by the 
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1 coc)rdinator upon written notice ar1d ear good cause. The 

2 orqanizatio~ dwarded the contract is desig11ated as the ~arm 

3 rnediat1on service for the duration of the C<lntracr. ~he 

4 organization may, upon approval by the coordinator, provide 

5 mediation services other than as provided by law. The farm 

6 mediation service is not a state agency for the purposes of 

7 chapters l9A, 20, and 25A. 

8 Sec. 4. N£1"/ SECTION. 13.~2 CONFIDENTI.O.f .. :T"<. 

9 1. ~eetings of the farm mediation serv1ce are closed 

10 meetings and are nee subjec~ to chapter 21. 

Jl 2. Verbal or writte11 information relati~g to the mediat~~I1 

12 process and transmitted between a party to a dispute and ~he 

13 farm Inediation s~rvicc, inclt1di~g a mediator or the reediatio:1 

14 staff, or any other person present during any stage of tile 

15 mediation process conducted by the service, whettter reflected 

16 in notes, memoranda, or other work products in the case fi]es, 

17 is a confidential CO!l'J1l.clt1ication. Mediators and staff members 

18 shall not be examined in any judicial or adminlstrative 

:9 proceeding regarding conE idential commur.ications and are not 

20 subject to j~dicial or administrative process requiring the 

2i disclosure of confidential communications. 

22 3. Confidentiality is also ?tOtected as provided in 

23 section 654A.l3. 

24 Sec. ?. NEW SECTION. 13.13 RULES AND FORMS -- FEES. 

The farm mediation service shall recommend rules to the 

26 farm assistance coordinator. The coordinator shall adopt 

27 rules pursuant to chapter l7A to set the compensation of 

28 mediators and to implement this subchapter and chapters 651A 

29 and 65413. 

30 The rules shall provide for an hou:ly media~!on fee not to 

~3f~ 31 exceed twenty-five dollars per hour per party. 1'he hou;:ly 

32 mediation fee may be waived for any party demonstrating 

33 financial ~ardship upo~ application to the far~ mediatior. 
34 service. 

JS The compensation of a mediator shal~ be no more than 
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5~,;1 twenty-five dollars per hour, dnd all parties shall contribute 

2 an equal amount of the cost. 

3 The coordinator shall adopt voluntary mediation application 

4 and mediation request forms. 

5 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 13.14 LIMITATION ON LIABILITY --

6 I~~UNITY fROM SPECIAL ACTIONS. 

7 l. A member of the farm mediation staff, including a 

8 mediator, employee, or agent of the service, or member of a 

9 board for tl1e service, is not liable for civil damages for a 

10 statement or decision made in the process of mediation, unless 

ll thP member acts in bad faith, with malicious purpose, or 1n a 

12 manner exhiblting willful and wanton disregard of human 

l3 rights, safety, or property. 

14 2. A judicial action which seeks an injunction, mandamus, 

15 or sim1lar equttable relief shall not be brought against the 

16 farm mediation service, including a mediator, employee, or 

17 age11t of the service, or a member of a board for the service 

l8 until completion of 

19 Sec* 1. Section 

2ll follows: 

the mediation process. 

:3.20, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

21 13. 2 0 AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT FOR LEGAL ASS I STANCE PROGR!'u'l. 

22 The farmer±~~~ assistance program coordinator, provided :n 

23 ~eetien-654A~~ this subchaoter, shall contract with an 
-------~ 

24 el1aible nonprofit organization to provide legal assistance to 

?5 financially distressed farmers. The contract shall be awarded 

26 withi11 thirty days after May 30, 1986. The contract may be 

21 terminated by the coordinator upon written notice and for good 

28 cau1.;e. 

29 Sec. 8. N£'11 SECT:ON. l3.25 REPEAL OF FARM MEDIATION .'\ND 

0 LEGAL ASSISTANCE PROVISIONS. 

1 Th1s subchapter is repealed on July l, 1993. 

' Sec. 9. Sectlon 654A.L subsec:io:-~ 2, Code ~989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

'rdlnator provided in section 65~A.~ 
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1 Sec. !0. Sec~.ion 654A.1, Code 1989, ts .:1mended by adding 

2 the f0llowing new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. ''Farm mediati.on service'' means the 

4 organization selected pursuan: to section 13.11. 

5 Sec. ll. Section 654A.9, Cvde 1989, is amended by adding 

6 the following new subsection: 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Deter~ine whether a creditor has 

8 participated in at least one mediation meeting. In order to 

9 be considered a participant, the creditor or creditor's 

10 representative must actend the meeting and the representative 

11 during the meeting must demonstrate a knowledge of the ceb: 

12 and have authority to act on behalf of the creditor in 

13 negot1at1ng to res:ructure the debt. In making the 

14 determination that che creditor or representative has 

15 participated, the mediator shall consider the degree to whicn 

16 the creditor or representative discussed the debt, stated a 

1.7 position about restructuring the debt, and cooperated in the 

18 exchange of information relating to the debt. However, this 

19 subsection does not require the cred1tor to restructure the 

?0 debt in order to receive a mediation release. 

21 Sec. 12. Section 654A.ll, subsection 3, Code Supplement 

22 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

23 3. If the borrower waives mediation, or 1f a med1at:on 

24 agreement is not reached, the borrower and the creditors may 

25 sign a statement prepared by the mediator that mediation was 

26 waived or that the parties did no: reach an agreement. If any 

27 party does not sign the statement, the mediator shall sign the 

28 statement. The statement constitutes a mediatiorl release. 

29 Unless the borrower waives mediation, a creditor shall not 

30 recei~e a mediatlon release uoti~ the ereciit~r-~a~ 

3l pertieipet~d mediator has approved the cred1~or's 

32 oatticioatio~ in at least one ~ediation 1neet~ng. 

33 Sec. 13. Sec:ion 654A.l:, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

]4 :989, is amended by striking the subsect1on and inserting 1n 

35 lieu thereof ~he fol:owing: 

-'i-
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1 4. A mediator shail grant or de~y approval of the 

2 creditor's participation in a mediation meetir1g. The 

3 mediatio:: service shall promptly not1fy the creditor in 

4 wr1ting by certified mail of a denial of approval a~d the 

5 reasons for the denial. The notice shall state that the 

6 creditor has seven days from the date that the ~otice is 

7 delivered to appeal the mediator's decision to the 

8 administrative head of the mediation service, pursuant to 

9 procedures adopted by the service. The notice shall state 

lO that the creditc>r may also request another mediation meeting. 

ll The action for judicial review shall be brought in equity, and 

12 the action shall be l~mited to whether, based on c!ear and 

13 convincing evidence, the decis1on ot the administrative head 

i4 1s an abuse of discretion. The action may be bro~ght either 

15 1n the distr1ct court of Polk county or in the district court 

16 :n which the farmer or creditor resides. Upon reversing the 

17 decision by the service, the court shall order that the 

18 service issue the mediation release. 

19 Sec. 14. Section 654A.l3, subsection 2, Code Supplement 

20 1989, is amended by striking the subsection. 

21 Sec. 15. Section 654A.l3, subsection 3, unnumbered 

22 paragraph 1, Code Supplenect 1989, is amended by striking the 

23 paragraph. 

24 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 654A.l6 REPEAL OF CHAP~ER. 

25 Th1s chapter is repealed on July l, 1993. 

26 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 6548.1 DEFINITIONS. 

27 -· ''Care and feeding contract'' means an agreement, either 

28 oral or wrttten, between a farm resident and the owner of 

29 1 ivestock, under which the farm ~esident agrees to act as a 

10 feeder by pro~is~ng ~~ care ~or a11d feed the iivestclck on the 

1~ farm res~den: 's premises. 

32 2. "Dispute" means a cc~trcversy between a person who is a 

33 farm resident and another pe~sorl, which arises from a claim 

34 eligible ~o be resoived in a ci~il proceeding in law or 

35 equi~y. •f the claim relates to elther of the follow!ng: 
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a. The per~ormance of either person under a care and 

feed1ng contract, iE both persons a•e part•es to the ccn~ract. 

b. An action of one person which is alleged tQ be a 

::uisance interfering with the enjoyme~t cf the ~ther person. 

3. ''Farmland'' means agricultural land :hu~ is ?rtncipally 

used for Ear:nir;g as defir:ed in section l72C.:. 

7 4. '1 Farm mediation servicp'' means the organizatiorl 

8 selectee pursuant to section 13.11. 

9 5. ''Farm resident'' means a person holding ar1 i~terest i~ 

10 far:1tldnd, tn fee, under a real estate contract, or undPr a 

ll lAase, if the person manages tarm~ng opera~ior1s o~ the land. 

12 A far~ reside~t i::cludes a natl:ral perso~, or ar1y corpordtio::, 

13 :rust, or ~1xited partnership as defined :n sectio~ i/2C.:. 

G. ''Mediat1on release'' mea~s an agreeme11t nr s~ate~e;lt 

:s stgned by all parties or by less than all ~he part~~s and the 

16 mediator pursuant to section 6543.8 . 

7. "Nuisance" neans an action inj;..:rious t:.J healr-!-'., 

i~dece!!t, or offensive to the senses, or an cbst:uc~ion 

19 ~ree use of prGper~y, so as essential:y to in~erfere w~th the 

20 comfortable enjoyment of life or proper~~. ~nc:udi~g b11t not 

21 :imited to nuisar1ces defined in section 657.2, subsections 

22 through 5, and 7. 

23 8. ''Other party'' means any person ~aving a dispute with a 

24 farm restdent. 

25 Sec. 18. NE\'i SECTION. 6548.2 VO~UNTARY ~EDIATION 

26 ?ROCEEDINGS. 

27 A farm resident or other party may req••est mediation of a 

28 dispute by applying to the farm rnediat:on service. The ~arm 

29 mediation service shall make voluntary ~ediation applicat1on 

J(l Ecrms available. The farn mediation serv:ce shall eva~ttate 

ll each request and may direct a mediator :o meet w~th the ~ar~ 

32 resident and other party to assist in med:a:ion. 

33 Sec. lel. NE~i SECTION. 6548.3 MA~DATORY :-.\ED lA':' ION 

34 ?ROCEEDINGS. 

35 l. A pe::son who is a facm 'esider.t or other party Ces1ri::g 
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l to inttiate a civti proceeding to resolve a disp:1te shall ftle 

2 a request ~or mediation with the ~arm mediatic~ service. ~~e 

3 persor1 sha:l not begin the prcceed1ng until the person 

4 receives a mediat1on release, cr until the court detet~ines 

5 after not1ce and hearing that one of the followi~g appltes: 

6 a. Tile time delay required for the mediation would cause 

7 the person to suffer irreparable harm. 

8 h. The dispute involves a c:aim which has been brought as 

9 a class action. 

10 2. Upon receipt .. · c.:.. ~.ne request for med:ation, the farm 

ll mediat1on service shall conduct an initial consultation with 

1.2 each party to the dispute privately and without charge. 

13 ~ediation ~ay be waived atter the ~nitia: consultation, if the 

14 parties agree. 

15 3. Unless mediation is waived by the parties to the 

16 dispute, the parties shall file w1th the farm mediat1on 

17 service information required by the service to conduct 

18 mediatio:1. 

19 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 6548.4 INITIAL MEDIATION MEST!NG. 

20 l. Unless Lot~ parties to the dispute waive mediatior., 

21 within twer.ty-one days afte~ receiving a mediation request, 

22 the farm ~ediaticn se~vice shall send a med1atior1 ~eeting 

23 nouce ~.o all parties to the d:spute setting a ~ime ar.d place 

)4 tor ar. ~n1t1al mediation meeti:Jg between the parties and a 

25 mediator directed by the farm mediation service to assist in 

26 mediation. An initial mediation meeting shall be held with1n 

27 twenty-one days of the issuance of the mediation meeting 

28 notice. 

79 2. :f a person receives a mediation meeting notice under 

.10 t.his secL.i.on, the persoP. shall ~ot contint:e c.:.~;il prcceedi:-:gs 

31 based on a ccaim relating to a dispute subject to this 

3? chapter, u~~ess the court determines af:er notice and heating 

JJ that o~e oE the foi~ow1ng applie5: 

3~~ a. T~e ti~e delay required ~or the ~ed~atio:1 would cause 

3S the person to su~fer ~rreparable ha:~. 

-7-
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I. b. ~he disp~te involves a cla1~ which has beeil broug~t as 

2 a class action. 

3 J. At :he mPeting, a party to :he dispute may be 

4 represented by counsel or appear wtth a consultant to ass<st 

5 the party in med,ation. 

6 SPc. 2~. NEW SECT!O~. 654B.S DUTIES OF ~HE ~sniATION 

7 SERVICE. 

8 The farm mediation service, with the assista~ce of 

9 knowledsedble persons, shall provide a program :o r:a'n 

10 med:ators to assist in the mediation cJf rl~isanc:2 d~sputes. 

11 At the initial med~ation mee:ing and s~bseq•Jetlt mee:ir•q~. 

l2 the tced,dto• shail: 

13 ' ~isten to dll ~~vc)lved parties. 

L4 

15 

2. 

3 . 

Attempt tn med~ate between all involved part1es. 

Lncourage compromise and workable solut1ons. 

16 • 
~. Advise, counse~, and assist the parties in attempting 

17 to arrive at an agreement for the future conduct o~ relations 

18 among them. 

19 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 6548.6 PARTICIPATION :N MLDIATIO~. 

20 •. The mediator shall determine whether a party maKing a 

21 c!aim against another in the dispute has part~cipated 1~ at 

22 least one mcd:ation meetong. 

23 par:icipant, the par~y or ~he 

In order to be cc~sidered a 

Partv's ~eorese~tdtive . . :nu~ t 

24 atte!ld the meet~ng and t~e representat~ve dur~~lq the mPetirlg 

25 m~s~ demonstrate a know:edge of the dispu:e and have authority 

26 to act on behalf o~ the party beitlg represented. I~ making 

27 the determination that a person !1as participated, the med:atcr 

28 sha~l consider the degree to whic~ the person disc~ssed the 

29 dispute, stated a posi:ion about the dispute, and cooperated 

30 in the exchange o~ information relating to the dispute. 

31 However, this suosectoon coes not requ1re any person to chanqe 

32 a position, alter an activity wh1c~ is a sub;ect of the 

33 dispute, or restruct~re a contract in order to receive a 

34 med1at1on release. 

3~ 2. The mediator shall grant or deny approval of ;:he 

-8-
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1 party's partlcipation in a medlation meettng. 7he mediator 

2 shall promptly ~ottfy the party in writing by certified mail 

3 of a denial a11d the reasons for the deniai. The not1ce shal! 

4 state that the party nas seven days from rhe date that notice 

') is delivered to appeal tne mediator's decision, pursuant ~o 

6 procedures adopted by the service. After a final decision by 

7 the farm mediation service, the party may seek an actoon for 

8 judicial review pursuant to section 6548.10. 

9 Sec. 23. NEW SEC7ION. 6548.7 MEDIATION PERIOD. 

10 The mediator may call mediation meetings during the 

Ll mediatton period, which is ~p to forty-two days after the farm 

:2 media:io11 serv1ce received the mediaticn request. However, i~ 

13 all parries cot1sent, mediat1on may contintle after the end of 

14 the mediation period. 

15 Sec. ?4. N~W SECTION. 6548.8 MEDIATION RELEASE. 

16 l[ an agreemen~ ts reached between all parties, the 

17 mediator shall draft a written mediation agreement, have it 

18 s1gned by the parties, and submit the agreement to :~e farm 

~9 mediation service. 

20 2. ~he parties to the mediation agreement may enforce the 

21 mediation agreement as a legal contract. The agreement 

22 constitutes a mediat!on release. 

2] 3. If the parties waive mediation, or if a mediatio11 

24 agreement is not reached, ~he parties ~ay sign a sratement 

25 prepared by the mediator that mediation was waived or that the 

2G parties did not reach an agreemenc. It any party does not 

27 s<gn the statement, the mediator shall sign the statement. 

28 The statement ccnst1tutes a mediation release. Unless the 

29 farm resident waives ~ediation, the department shall not 

30 recc.:.ve d mediat.ion !:"elease unti:!. :he 9arty has par:icipa:ed 

Jl rn at least one med1a:i2n meeting. 

32 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 6543.9 EXTENSION OF ~EA~LINES. 

33 Upon petition by all pa!ties, the farm mediat!on service 

34 may, far good cause, extend a deadline .:.moosed bv section . . 
35 654B.~ cr secti0n 6S4B.7 for ~p to th:rty days. 

-9-
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2 

Sec. 26. NE:;·I SEC':LOt\. 6548.~0 0UDTClA~ "EVTFvl. 

3 and the action shall be limited to w~ct~er, bdsed ~11 clea~ dtld 

4 convi.~ci~g ~viderce, the decision by the admi~istrativP t!ead 

S ut ~he nediation service is an abuse oE di~c~et:on. Tile 

6 action :nay be brought in either the dist.::· ict co:::t o::- Fnlk 

7 county o~ in the district court in which tl:e aEEected (arm 

8 resident resides. Upon reversing the decis~~~ by the service, 

9 the court shall order that the service issup a ~edia~io~ 

lO rc.:..ease. 

:1 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 654B.ll EFFECT OF ~.EDiATION. 

12 An interes: ~n property, or r~ghts anc~ cbligatio~s und~r d 

lJ corttrdct are not af~ectcd by the fai~~1re ~f a p~rsc11 to clt>t~L~ 

l4 a nediation release regardless o~ its validity. 

15 Time 9er1ods relating 

16 statutes of limitations, 

to a claim, includ:ng app~icable 

shall be suspended upon filing a 

17 mediation req~est. Time periods af~ecting a claim in a civil 

l8 proceeding shall be suspended upc~ fi.lir.q a mediatior. req:Jest. 

:9 ':'he sc:sper.sion shall terminate ::;:>on signing a mediation 

20 !:"e:l.ease. 

21 Sec. 78. NEW SECTION. 6548.12 REPEAL OF CHAPTER. 

22 This chapter is repealed on J11iy 1, 1993. 

23 Sec. 29. NE\'i SECTION. 657.10 MEiHA'!'IO~ ~'O'C>:CE. 

~~~~ 24 Notwithsta~ding this c~apter, a persor1 required under 

25 chapter 6S4B to participace ir. mediation, shal: not begi.n a 

26 proceeding subject to this chapter unt1l the person recei~es a 

27 mediation release u~der section 6548.8, or until the cour: 

28 determines after notice and hearing that one of the following 

29 applies: 

30 a. The time delay required ~or the mediation would cause 

31 the person to suffer irreparable harm. 

32 b. The di.spute involves a claire which shou:d oe ~esol~ed 

33 as a class acti011. 

34 Sec. 30. 

35 Section 554.9501, subsection 6, is axended by s:riking the 
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1 sl!bsection. 

2 Sec. 3l. FUTURE REPEAC,S. 

3 

4 

6 

7 

2. 

Sections 654.2C a~d 656.8, Code 1989, are repealed. 

Section 6~7.10 as created in ch1s Act is ~epealed. 

Sec. 3 2. t<EPEALS. 

l. Sections 654A.2 and 654A.3, Code 1989, are repealed. 

2. Sections 654A.14 and 654A.15, Code Supplemer.~ 1989, are 

8 repealed. 

9 3 • 1986 Iowa Acts, chapter 1214, section 29, as amended by 

10 1989 Iowa Acts, chapter lOS, section i, is r.epeaied. 

11 Sec. 33. EXISTING FARM MED~ATION SERVICE CONTt<ACTS. 

12 ThiS Act does not affect any agreement with the 

13 organizatior1 se~ected by the farm cr1sis program coordinator 

14 to be the farm mediation service pursuant to section 654A.3, 

1'J Code 1989. 

16 Sec. 34. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

17 

l8 

l. 

thi.s 

Except as provided 1n subsection 2, all sections oE 

Act, being deemed of immediate importa:1ce, take effect 

l9 upon en<lctment. 

20 2. Sec:ions 30 and 31 of thts Act ta~e effect or. Ju!y l, 

2l ;9Sl3. 

27. EXPLANATION 

23 ~his bi:! relates to farm mediation. The name o~ the 

24 position within the attorney generai's office designated 

25 select a farm mediation organization IS changed from ~he 

26 cr1sis program coordinator to the farm assistance program 

27 coordinator. ?rovis1ons relating to the coordinator, and 

farm 

28 confidentiality of information, rules and forms, and liability 

29 of the organizatton (the farm mediat~on service) are 

30 trar1sferrec ~rom chapter 654A co chapter 13. Chapter 654A 

31 retains provis1ons relating to creditor and debtor mediation. 

32 The bill provides ~hat :he farm mediation service may provide 

33 mediation services in addition to services prov:ded by 

34 statute. 

35 The bill creates a new chapter, 6548, which provides Eor 

-:Cl-
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~ medi.~ticn in disputes arising betwPe~ a pe1·s~:: w~c ~~ d fal·m 

2 res~dent and a~cther person, w~:ch arisP f~G;~ a cldi~ elig~bie 

3 t~ be resolved in a civil proceeding in law c~ equ~ty, if the 

4 cla:~ re:ates to the performance cE e~thcr perso:l ~~der a 

5 ccntract ~or thQ ca~e and ~eedi:~g 0~ lives:o(:k, or ~~P clai~ 

6 relates ~o an actiOil of one perso~ which is a~Jeged :o be a 

7 <Juisance. 

8 The new chapter contains provis~ons sim~:ar :o cr~di~or-

9 debtor ~ediation under chapter 654A. A pec~on ~ay rcq~est 

10 vol~inr.ary medi.aticn proceedings. A 9e~son Uesi~ir.g t::J 

ll initiate a dispute regarding a conc:act or ::u:sa~ce ~r~s: ~ile 

:2 a req~est for mediatiot:. A medi~t:o11 meet~rlq is r::ci~Jatory, 

13 ~nless waive!] by par~ies to :~e dispute. An ~:liti.al ~1edia~i.cn 

:4 meet:ng ~ust he held within twenty-one days of the issuance ot 

15 a mediation meeting notice. A party to the dispute canr1ot 

16 proceed with a civil claim regarding the dispute urlt~: 

i7 obtaining a mediation release. A court may determ~ne that 

18 mediatior1 should ~ot proceed if a time delay would cause 

:9 irreparable harm ~r the dispute involves a claim wh~ch 1s 

20 brought as a class action sui:. The mediator may call 

21 mediation meetings up to fc~ty-t~o days after the farm 

22 mediation service received a mediation :eqtaest. 

23 provides for the issuing of a mediation :e:ea~e. 

The b~~? 

:t provides 

24 for extension of deadlines under the chapter if all part1es 

25 agree. 

26 The bill prov1des that under med1ation both f0r cceditors 

27 and debtors and Ear nuisances and contracts, :he mediator n1ust 

28 certify that the party making a cla1~ in a civil proceeding 

29 participated in mediation. It also provides ~or JUd~cial 

30 rev~ew c~ decisions made by the ~ediation service. 

31 ~eview must he brought in equi~y and is l~nited ~o wnether the 

32 dec~sion by the administra:ive ~ead of the service rep~esen~~ 

33 an a8~se ot discretl~n. 

34 The bill provides ~or the trai~ing of reed:a:o~s e11gage~ 

35 mediating n~1sanc~ ci~spures. 

-:.2-



s.r. iJ. F. 

, ~t1e ~· · extends thP rep~al ~~ ~>rovisio~s ~e~dtL~g to far~ 

2 med~at1cn a:1d legal assista~ce ~~til ~uly ., :993. 

3 The oi ll takes effec~ ~pon enact:nent. 
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