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Passed House, 
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Approved --------------------------

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the use of blue flashing lights on privately 

owned motor vehicles of certain emergency medical care 

providers and making penalties applicable. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 7573SF 73 

jc/mc/6 
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1 Section 1. Section 321.423, subsection 1, paragraph b, 

2 Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. "Member" means a person who is a member in good 

4 standing of a fire department or a person who is an advanced 

{~~15 or basic emergency medical care provider employed by an 
6 ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 321.423, subsection 1, Code 1989, is 

8 amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 

9 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. "Advanced emergency medical care 

10 provider" means as defined in section 147A.l. 
s-;{~2-
5";{;{7'11 NEW PARAGRAPH. d. "Basic emergency medical care provider" 

means as defined in section 147.1. 12 
;;;t :>' 

,, 13 
<I 

Sec. 3. Section 321.423, subsection 3, paragraph b, 

subparagraphs (l) and (4), Code 1989, are amended to read as f'3r7
14 

15 follows: 

16 (l) The vehicle is owned by a member of a fire department 

s~~l7 or a member of an ambulance, rescue, or first responder 

18 service. 

19 (4) The chief of the fire department certifies that the 

20 member is in good standing with the fire department and 

5~~121 recommends that the authorization be granted or the head of an 

22 ambulance, rescue, or first responder service certifies that 

23 the mernt-:r is in good standing and recommends that the 

24 authorization be granted • 
.>-{,N-7 

25 Sec. 4. Section 321.423, subsection 4, Code 1989, is 

26 amended to read as follows: 

27 4. EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY. The authorization ~hall 

28 e~~±re expires at midnight on the thirty-first day of December 

29 five years from the year in which it was issued, or when the 

30 vehicle is no longer owned by the member, or when the member 

31 has ceased to be an active member of the fire department or of 

~~~q32 an ambulance, rescue, or first responder service or when the 

5'11~33 member has used the blue light beyond the scope of its 

34 authorized use. 
';:'/ /(, .7 

$'~313 5 
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1 This bill allows advanced or basic emergency medical care 

2 providers who are members of an ambulance, rescue, or first 

3 responder service to operate flashing blue lights on their 

4 privately owned motor vehicles. The members may only 

5 illuminate the blue lights when en route to the scene of a 

6 fire or in response to an emergency in the line of duty 

7 requiring the services of the member; when transporting a 

8 person requiring emergency care; or when at the scene of an 

9 emergency. The use of the blue light is for identification 

10 purposes only. 

11 To obtain the authority to use blue flashing lights on a 

12 privately owned vehicle, it is necessary to receive a 

13 certificate of designation from the director of 

14 transportation. To be certified an individual must be a 

15 member in good standing with an ambulance, rescue, or first 
16 responder service and must be recommended by the head of that 

17 program. 

18 Violations for improper use of a blue light have a 

19 scheduled fine of $20, subject to surcharges and court costs. 

20 An advanced emergency medical care provider is defined as 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

21 an individual trained to provide advanced emergency medical 

care at the first-responder-defibrillation, EMT­

defibrillation, EMT-intermediate, EMT-paramedic level or other 

certification levels adopted by rule by the board of medical 

examiners, who has been issued a certificate by the board of 
medical examiners. 

27 

28 

29 
: 30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

A basic emergency medical care provider is defined as a 

first responder, emergency rescue technician, or emergency 

medical technician-ambulance. 
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SENATE FILE 2184 
S-5234 

l Amend Senate File 2184 as follows: 
2 l. Page 1, by inserting after line 24, the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. . Section 321.423, subsection 3, Code 
5 1989, is amended by adding the following new 
6 paragraph: 
7 NEW PARAGRAPH. c. A certificate of authorization 
8 shall not be issued to a basic or advanced emergency 
9 medical technician if that person has been convicted 

10 of speeding in excess of fifteen miles per hour over 
11 the speed limit, two or more times within the two 
12 years prior to application." 
13 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By JEAN LLOYD-JONES 

S-5234 FILED FEBRUARY 26, 1990 
,_,)/ rLr 3/5~ ( --;, ;}',, ) 

S-5252 
1 

J . 

SENATE FILE 2184 

Amend Senate File 2184 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 

1. Page 1, line 5, by striking the words ••or 
basic". 

2. Page l, by striking lines ll and 12. 
By JEAN LLOYD-JONES 

S-5252 , F~LED FEBRUARY 27, 1990 
(_.::, /c-· 3 /s- (_ 7f· 7 ~~~ ) 
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SENATE FILE 2184 
S-5229 

l Amend Senate File 2184 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 5, by striking the words "or 
3 basic". 
4 2.·--'-·p~a~g~e~l, line 5, by striking the word "an" and 
5 inserting the following: "a state approved". 
6 3. Page 1, by striking lines 11 and 12 and 
7 inserting the following: 
8 "NEW PARAGRAPH. d. "State approved ambulance, 
9 rescue, or first responder service" means an 

10 ambulance, rescue, or first responder service whose 
11 program is authorized by the Iowa department of public 
12 health Pu!:_si.Ulil-t to section 147A.S." 
13 4. Page 1, line 17, by striking the word "an" and 
14 inserting the following: "a state approved". -
15 5. Page 1, line 21, by striking the word "an" and 
16 inserting _the j'ol).ow_i_ng: "a state approved". 
17 6. Page l, line 32, by striking the word "an" and 
18 inserting the following: "a state approved". -

By JEAN LLOYD-JONES 

S-5229 FILED FEBRUARY 26, 1990 
A~ ~J/~Y 6- '-"/{!, C:- o-:;:......t· Yk(!} ?1v-/) 

/ ~ " 

SENATE FILE 2184 
S-5230 

1 Amend Senate File 2184 as follows: 
2 1. Page l, by inserting after line 34 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. . Section 321.423, subsection 5, Code 
5 1989, is amended by adding the following new 
6 paragraph: 
7 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. A certificate of authorization 
8 issued to a person who fails to comply with the 
9 requirements of this subsection shall be immediately 

10 revoked.'' - · 
11 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By JEAN LLOYD-JONES 

S-5230 FILED FEBRUARY 26, 1990 
,_,) <t;" ,3./_~- (I, 1 7 I ) 

SENATE FILE 2184 
S-5231 

1 Amend Senate File 2184 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 34 the 
3 following: 
4 ''Sec. . Section 321.423, subsection 5, Code 
5 1989, is amended by adding the following new 
6 paragraph: . 
7 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. A certificate of authorizat1on 
8 issued to a person who is cited for a moving traffic 
9 violation in connection with a motor vehicle accident 

10 shall be immediately revoked." 
By JEAN LLOYD-JONES 

S-5231 FILED FEBRUARY 26, 1990 
w /l:f 3/(" (p. -~- ~,!) 
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SENATE FILE 2181 
<;-5317 

.A ~mp::d Senate :':~c 2lH7 as ~c~lo·~s.~ 'W ~· Page 1, by "nsert~ng a.t~r J.L.e 12, the 
3 follo·wi:1g: 
4 ''Sec. Section 321.~23, subsectio~ 2, Code 
5 1989, is amended by adding the followi;H~ ;:ew 
6 paragraph: 
7 NEW PARAGRAPH . ... A flashing green light <111 a 
8 vehicle upon which a green light is perx.icted under 
9 subsection 7 of this sectiotl." 

iO 3. Page 1, by striking lines ~3 through 24. 
Ll 4. Page l, line 33, by insert:ng after t~e word 
L2 11 blue 1

' the following: 1'or green. 
13 5. Page l, by inserting after line 34 the 
14 following: 
15 ''Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 5, Code 
16 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
17 s. ~HE~ USED. The certificate of authorization 
L8 shall be carried at all :imes with the certi~icate of 
19 registratio~ of the authorized vehicle and the 
20 operator of the vehicle shall not j.lluninate the blue 
?l ~-~~~light except in a~y_sf_the fo~lowi:.a 
22 circumsta~ces: 
23 --a-.-·-wh~-;- ·the me:nbe::- is e:1 !:"O~te to the sce.1e of a 
24 fire or lS respo::di::g to a~ eme>gency ~n t.he l1:<e of 
)~ o'u•y re,,l .• l.nn ~~o se•v'ce·· o" •h~ -embe•-- ..J \,. ~'1 U L H '::! ;_ L-_. ._ ~ .J.. !:'> . 0.. '-" ~ .._. ;v, I ._ I .:.. 

.''.

'·· •. b. When the authorized ve!':1cle 1s transporting a 
. persor. ~eq:1iri.ng eme:-ge~cy care-;--et-. 

c. When the aut~crized ve~icle Ts at the scene of 
29 an er:;ergency. 
30 d. The use of ~ :he bl~:e or areen :ight tn or 
.ll pri.,;ate motor veh~cleshall be :or identification 

on a 

. l2 
.l3 

ptlrposes only . 
Sec. Sectio11 321.423, Code 1989, is amended 

34 by adding the fol.lowi.ng new subsection: 
.1S NEW SUBSECTION. 7. GREEN LIGH~. A green :ight 
36 shall r.oc be used on a vehicle except 1n any of the 
37 following circumstances: 
38 a. On a vehic:.e owned or exclusively qper~ted by 

an arnbula~cz, rescue, or first responder serv1ce. 39 
·I 0 b. On a vehicle authorized by the director when 
~l all of the following apply: 
~2 (l) The vehicle lS owned by a member of an 

ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 43 
44 (2) The request for authorization is x.ade by the 
45 member on forms provided by ~he department. 
46 (3) Necessity for authorization is delllon!5~!iated in 
47 the request. 
48 
49 
50 

(4) The head of an ambulance, rescue, or :irst 
responder service certifies that the member is 1n good 
standing and recommends that the authorization be 

-1-
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S-5317 
Page 2 

l granted. 
2 c. On an authorized emergency vehicle.'' 
3 6. Title page, line l, by striking the word 
4 •'blue'' and inserting the following: ''green''. 
5 7. 8y renumbering as necessary. 

By CALVIN 0. HULTMAN 
RAY TAYLOR 

S-5317 FILED ~ARCH l, 1990 
,I 3/,- ( 71· z1r) 
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SENATE FILE 2184 
S-5116 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

... 33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Amend Senate File 2184 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 

following: 
"Section l. Section 321.422, Code 1989, is amended 

to read as follows: 
321.422 RED LIGHT IN FRONT. 
No A person shall not drive or move a"y a vehicle 

or equipment upon a"y-a-highway with any a lamp or 
device the~eon displaying or reflecting a-red light 
visible from directly in front the~eoE of the vehicle. 
~h±s-seet±on-sha%%-not-app%y-to-a~tho~ized-eme~geney 
vehie%es,-o~-sehoo%-b~ses-a"d-vehie%es-as-p~ov±ded-in 
seet±o"-3~%,4%3,-s~bseetion-6,--No A person shall not 
display any a color of light other than red on the--­
rear of any a vehicle, except that stop lights and 
directional signals may be red, yellow, or amber. 
This section shall not apply to authori~ed emergency 
vehicles, school buses, or vehicles as provided in 
section 321.423, subsections 6 and 7." 

2. Page 1, by insert1ng after line 12, the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 2, Code 
1989, is amended by adding the following new 
paragraph: 

NEW PARAGRAPH. f. A flashing red light on a 
vehicle upon which a red light is permitted under 
subsection 7 of this section.'' 

3. Page l, by striking lines 13 through 24. 
4. Page 1, line 33, by inserting after the word 

"blue" the following: "or red". 
5. Page 1, by inserting after line 34 the 

following: 
"Sec. Section 321.423, subsection 5, Code 

1989, is amended to read as follows: 
5. WHEN USED. The certificate of authorization 

shall be carried at all times with the certificate of 
registration of the authorized vehicle and the 
operator of the vehicle shall not illuminate the blue 
or red light except in any of the following 
circumstances: 

a. When the member is en route to the scene of a 
fire or is responding to an emergency in the line of 
duty requiring the services of the member7~ 

b. When the authorized vehicle is transporting a 
person requiring emergency care7-0~. 

c. When the authorized vehicle Is at the scene of 
an emergency. _ 

d. The use of a the blue or red light in or on a 
private motor vehicle shall be for identification 
purposes only. 

-1-



S-5116 
Page 2 

1 Sec. • Section 321.423, Code 1989, is amended 
adding the following new subsection: 2 by 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. RED LIGHT. A red light shall 
not be used on a vehicle except in any of the 
following circumstances: 

4 
5 
6 a. As provided in section 321.422. 
7 b. On a vehicle owned or exclusively operated by 

ambulance, rescue, or first responder serv~ce. 8 an 
9 c. On a vehicle authorized by the director when 

all of the following apply: 10 
11 
)..2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

(1) The vehicle is owned by a member of an 
ambulance, rescue, or first responder service. 

(2) The request for authorization is made by the 
member on forms provided by the department. 

(3) Necessity for authorization is demonstrated in 
the request. 

(4) The head of an ambulance, rescue, or first 
responder service certifies that the member is in good 
standing and recommends that the authorization be 
granted. 

d. On an authorized emergency vehicle." 
6. Title page, line 1, by striking the word 

"blue" and inserting the following: "red". 
7. By renumbering as necessary. 

By COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
C. JOSEPH COLEMAN, Chairperson 

S-5116 
{{dofr&-f 

FILED FEBRUARY 19, 1990 
..:~I" (.f,. f' u ) 

" • 
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SENATE PILE 

BY HULTMAN and TAYLOR 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 5, 1990) 

- New Language by the Senate 

* - Language Stricken by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the use of red flashing lights on privately 

owned motor vehicles of certain emergency medical care 

providers and making penalties applicable. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SF 2184 

JC/cc/26 



s. F. 21i4 H.F. 

l Section l. Section 321.422, Code 1989, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 321.422 RED LIGHT IN FRONT. 

5 equipmer1t upon 6~y ~ highway with eny ~ la~p or devi.ce the~eo~ 
-------------,...,._ ... ~,.._.,.,. __ ._._ ..... ~=--~~"'-:=..---.:....-_-,-_. __ ~--------,-,....----:>",.._,_. __ ~ 

6 displayi~g cr :eflecting a red light visible ~~o~ d~res~ly in 
....... ,.:.• ... '""'0.::.'~~-...,._, -~-.........., -~-----~-r---~ ...... ~----·-·0' '-'"'e., • 

'··''"'~-----~-.:-_ 

'·~- ""';~- --•-- _.._...._..._ ~-~ --~, -. _,... __ ,...,,_ ...... ._ .,..,., • ..,... __ ~-- • _._._,__o.-.-•. t ••• 

:--::5-:/ .:.c: ::ec:; Y'2:...~c;..; .. -J:: 2!T;~?:-. ~-~:_~_~s~c; .. ic.:~. _ _:::_:-:D~-~--:.~.::~_;.. ~--.:;:-~~-~L~~; 

-··· ·"'~--- _ .. -...... ..:."-'""'-~-~-_._.,,...,._- •• ~ .... - --·-- ~--<"·•-.:..~- ----· -·- ..• -. 

: 4 ~, ~_c;.:_·::__i_:~e9 _ _:_ e:_ :.ec_:=__;~00 ___ 3 2: . -~_?~~J-~. ~ '...1 0s P c -~~ ;J_r;s_ ---~~::c. _ _] __ ~ _ 
__ ...., _____ ·"-···----"'-"'~""''·" ....... -.;. ........ ··-------·--... ·""'- .,..._. __ ... .........,._...::. .. -... __._..,.._ ..... ~ -·~· ..... ,. . . '.- . 

lS S0c. 2. Sec~i~·~ 321-~21~ s~bs;~ct:.cn ~r ~~:2~~~i)h ,~, C~ci~~ 

-~ 7 .) . 

sec. 3. Section 321.423, subsection l, Code 1989, 

22 amended by adding the follcwi~q new pa~ag~zphs: 

23 ~E'fi ?ARAGRAP:J. c. ''Advanced e~e~gency medical care 

24 provider'' means as defined in section l47A.l. 

25 ~EW PARAGRAPH. d. ''Basic e~ergency medical care provider'' 

26 means as deEined in section 147.1. 

27 sec. 4. Section 321.423, subsection 2, Code 1989, 1s 

28 amended by adding 

29 NEW PARAGRAPP.. 

30 which a red light 

31 sec:1on. 

the following new paragtaph: 

f. A flashing red light on a vehicle upon 

is permitted unde~ subsection 7 of this 

Sec. 5. Section 321.423, subsection 4, Code 1989, 1s 

33 amended to read as :ollows: 

34 4. EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY. The authorizat:on ~ho~~ 

35 e~~~~e expires dt midnight on the thirty-first day of December 

-l-
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S.F. 2f~4 H.F. 

1 five years from the year in which it was issued, or when the 

2 vehicle is no longer owned by the member, or when the member 

3 has ceased to be an active membe= of the fire department or of 

4 an ambulance, rescue, or first responder service or when the 

5 member has used the blue or red light beyond the scope of its 

6 authorized use. 

7 Sec. 6. Section 321.423, subsection 5, Code 1989, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 5. WdEN USED. The certificate of authorization shall be 

10 carried at all times with the certificate of registrat1on of 

ll the authorized vehicle and the operator of the vehicle shall 

12 not illuminate the blue or red light except in any of the 

13 following circumstances: 

14- a. When :he member 1s en route to the scene of a fire or 

15 lS responding to an emergency in the line of duty requiring 

16 the services of the member7. 

17 b. When the authorized vehicle is transporting a oerscn 

18 requiring emergency care7-e~. 

19 c. When the authorized vehicle 1s at the scene of an -20 emergency. -21 d. The use of a the blue or red light in or on a private 
'C 71'" 

onlY; 
_,._..,., .• 

22 motor vehicle shall be for ident~ication purposes 

Sec. 7. Section 321.423, Code 1989, is amended by adding 
~--·--~----~------~ 24 the following new subsection: 

25 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. RED LIGHT. A red light shall not be 

26 used on a vehicle except ir. any of the following 

27 circumstances: 

28 a. As provided in section 321.422. 

29 b. On a vehicle owned or exclusive:y operated by an 

30 ambulance, res~;, o= first responder service~ 

31 c. On a vehicle authorized by the director when all of the 

32 following apply: 

33 (1) The vehicle 1s owned by a member of an ambulance, 

34 rescue, or first responder service. 

35 (2) The request for authorization is made by the member on 

-2-
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1 forms provided by the department. 

2 (3) Necessity for authorization is demonstrated in the 

3 request. 

4 (4) The head of an ambu1a~ce, rescue, or Eirst responde~ 

5 service certifies that the member is in gocd sta~ding a~d 
~- _____ .... _,..-,..._,_..._.,.,_ ............ __ , .. __ ---..---.... -.---.. ~~ 

6 recormuends that tl~e authorizat.ic,n be <;ranted. 

7 d. 011 a~ authorized emergency vehic!e. 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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