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l An Act relating to juvenile justice by amending Code provisions 

2 regarding department of human services records, children in 

3 need of assistance, the child abuse :nformacion registry, and 

4 adopt ion. {II 
5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: ~ 
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SENATE ftLE 217) 
FlSCAI.. NOTE 

A. l•:<c:.ti nol(' :or St':ruU.t': Pile 217) i~ her.~ny ;,.bcni~~eU ;:ur·;u,,nt to JoillC Rvie 
:1. 0.1t.1 u:;t':d in ::icvelopin~ :hi:; ti.::c:.tl note •~; .1vnd.1b~e t'r0.ll Ch~ U!~l3i4t.lYC 
~-:~cotl tlwre.:~o to lflt:QD-er:; of ~he Legt:;i.Jture wpon request. 

--- --- ··-------------
Scn.1tc fil<"" 2:i'j :ncn:ases th<:: .,UIIIber of per~On:> .. ho h.:.v(! .:.cceiS to 
cnnf1denti-1l int'or~acion, ~o include per:;cr:~ conducting re~e.:.rch !or ch~ 
F'"rp:;e of <""v•lvati:'l~ or improvinf. service c!tdi.·,~ry. fhe t>i~l .1lso exp.:.lldS the 
deiu:1C:on of c;hild i.n nec4 of ~s--:i:;t.:.nce (CIHA) co i.r.ciu4e a chil4 >lho ~' 
;_a'l'l:nencly lik.,.ly :o 1:1'! s-::•w1.lly _.bt::a:d. ll'le Cepart/Tio?nt of Hurun Servi~es IS 

required co m.'ke r.very ren~or.nble effort to ret~rn • child in c;ustody to the 
child's fie=~.:.~ ~uickly ~~ ro:;:;tble, consi,tent vith the be~t intere:;t:; oi the 
Chl~d. Th~ Oepnrt~nt or Counts A~tOrncy IS ~uthori~~~ to reque~t th~t t~e 
A~tornes-Ccncr.1! repre~er.t the Oep~rt.::tent 1:\ place of the County .\t:cn·n<'Y• 

Fi·:c:.1l i111n-1c:t! 
Scn~tc fi~c i1n i·. <"~ti~~~J~tcd to h.we ~ 111ini.tul fi~c.1! ~~pac~. There ~o~it~ tle ,, 
:.~~~o.t~l incre-1-:e in ti(lle :;pent by Oep.1rtacnt of H.m~n Serv1Co!S sto~f! on re!roa-:inr; 
cenfi.dcr.t:.l; infor::ouion. ~O:;t }uvcni.ic court;; .:.rt: :dre~dy grtntinr. CIN.\ 
pec:tion:; •.>n children 10 :.::wninent <!anger of sexu.:.~ .1bu:te. !"he Attorn~:"y~Cenr.r.ll 

fias b1!tr. r~pres~nt':'& che Oeparcttenc upon request <-~nder ~xistinr. •.t~tutc:;. 

Co ... rts are already interpretin?, cu:-rent lav &S requiri.," Cl:Jtson~i)lc ef!orc~; 
further d-trdyinP; ~his &S thr H<~.nd4rd t:UtY ;Y>OVt': children :ntn .1doption st.1C;d 
CArl :rr, th<:"reby r~duc;inr. !o~.tcr c~re e._pen~c:;. 

F:LED fEBRV~RY 22, 1990 
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S.f'. ~·. -..- H.? .. -------

J 2 • Information described l11 s~bsPctior~ l shal: nut be 

4 disclosed to oc used by any person o· agency except for 

5 pur~cs2s of administration of the prog~ams of se~vices or 

G ass~stance, and shall ~ot in any case, except as otherw!se 

7 p~ov~d2d in s:Jbsection 4, 

8 disclose6 to or used by persons or agencies o~:side the 

9 depart~e~t unless they dre s~bject cc star.dards of 

'='e 

10 confiOe:.tioliLy comparah~e to those :~posed on the dep~~tme~: 

11 by this div~sion. 

12 Sec4 2. Section 217.3C, subsection 4, Code 1989, .!.s 

13 amer1ded by adding the following new pa~agraph: 

i4 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Confidentia: information described :rt 

15 subsection : may be disclosed pursuartt to sect~on 232.:47 to a 

16 person conducting research for the purpose of eva1ua:ing or 

17 improving service delivery by the department. 

18 Sec. 3. Section 232.2, subsectio~ 6, paragraph d, Code 

19 Supplement 1989, is drnended to read as follows: 

20 d. Who has been or is i~~inently l1kely to be sexually 

21 abused by the child's parent, guardian. custodian or other 

22 member of the household in which the child resides. 

23 Sec. 4. Section 232.78, subsection l, paragraph a, Code 

24 Supplement l989, is amended by scriking the paragraph. 

25 Sec. 5. Section 232.90, subsection 2, Code Supplement 

26 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

27 2. 7he county attorney shall represent tr.e department in 

28 proceedings arising under this division. However, ~f-there-±5 

29 d~5agreement-betwee~-t~e-department-and-the-eetlnty-atte~ney 

30 regard±ng-t~e-apprepriate-aet±en-te-oe-ra~en at the request of 

31 the co~nty attorney or the de~a:tment, the departmen~ may 

32 reqtlest-ro be represe~ted by the attorney general ~n place of 

33 the county attorney. 

34 Sec. &. Section 232.102, subsectio~ 6, Code :989, ~s 

35 amended to read as follows: 

• 
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S.F. ol\ 1.$"' H.F. 

l 6. In any order transferring custody to the departme~t or 

2 an agency, or in orders pursuan: to a custody order, the court 

3 shall specify the nature and category of disposition which 

4 will serve the best interests of the child, and shall 

5 prescribe the means by which the place~ent shall be monitored 

6 by 

7 of 

the court. If the court orders the trans:er of the custody 

the child to the department of human services or other 

8 agency for placement, the department or agency shall submit a 

9 case permanency plan to the court and shall make every 

10 reasonable effort to return the child to the child's home as 

ll quickly 

12 child. 

as poss~ble consistent with the best interest of the 

When the child is not returned to the child's home and 

13 if the child has been previously placed in a licensed foster 

14 care facility, the department or agency shall consider placing 

15 the child in the same licensed fos:er care facility. IE the 

16 court orders the transfer of custody to a relative or other 

17 suitable person, the court may direct the depart~er.t or other 

18 agency to provide services to the child's parent, guardian or 

19 custodian in order to enable them to resume custody of the 

20 child. If the court orders the transfer of custody to the 

21 department of human services or to another agency for 

22 placement in foster group care, the department or agency shall 

23 make every reasonable effort to place the child within Iowa, 

2~ in the least restrictive setting available, and in close 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

proximity to the parents' home, consistent with the child's 

best interests and special needs. 

Sec. 7. Section 232.114, subsection 2, Code Supp~e~en~ 

:989, is amended to read as follows: 

2. The county attorney shall represent the department i~ 

proceedings arising under this div~sion. However, if-t~ere-i~ 

d~saqreeme~t-bet~ee~-t~e-departme~~-a~d-the-eetl"ty-ettorney 

reqard±nq-the-eppropr~ete-eet±on-to-be-ta~en at the request of 

the county attorney or the depar:mer.t, the department may 

reqtle~t-to be represented by the attorney genera~ in place oE 

the county attorney. 

-2-
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1 Sec. 8. Section 232.147, Code 1989, 1s ame~~ed hy adding 

2 the followi~g new s~bsection: 

~,- !,2: 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

:\:L/1 SL'BSECTION. 7. The cour~ ~~y iss~e an order 

au:horiz:ng a juvenile court officer or t~e departme~t to 

d;scuss the contents of a chi.ld's offi.::::ia::.. juver.ile cot..:rt 

record or the chi:d's or faffiily•s soc:al report witt1 a person 

not othennse at:thorized :o receive such infor;u:c.ion. ?he 

court ~ay issue such an order without a hear1ng if the child's 

pa:ent, guardian, or custodian, and guardian ad litem ~ave 

iD signed a release of infor~ation and if the court knows of no 

11 reason that such disclosu~e would be harmful ~o the chi:d. 

12 The person to whom the information is d~sclosed shall not 

13 redisclose the information, unless the court order authorizes 

:4 redisclosure. The department shacl adopt adrr.inistrat:ve rules 

15 to i~pleme~t this scbsection as it rela~es to departmen: 

16 records. 

17 Sec. 9. Sect:on 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph c, Code 

18 Supplement 1989, is amended by adding the ~ollowing new 

19 subparagraph: 

20 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (6) To an employee of a~ educatior.a; 

21 institution who is a designated investiga~or identified in the 

22 procedures prescribed pursuant to section 280.17. 

23 Sec. 10. Sectior. 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph e, Code 

24 Supplement 1989, is amended by adding ~he ~allowing new 

25 subparagraphs: 

·c '26 NEW SCB?ARAGRAPH. (7) To a pe~son naned in an ex par:e 

27 court order issued pursuant to sec~ion 232.147, subsection 7. 

~ '28 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (8) To the citizens' a1de pursuant to 

29 chapter 501G. 

30 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 3, Code Supplement 

ll 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

32 3. Access to unfounded child ab~se inEorffiation is 

33 authorized only to those persons identified in s~bsec~ion 7, 

34 paraqra9h '1a' 1
, paragraph "b", subparag:-aphs (2) and('}), and 

35 paragraph ''e'', 

-3-
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Sec. 12. Section 235A.l7, subsection 1, unnu~bered 

2 paragraph l, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

3 A person, agency or other recipient of child abuse 

4 information authorized to receive such in:ormation shall not 

5 redisseminate such information, except that redissemination 

6 shall be permitted pursuant to section 232.147 or when all of 

7 the following conditions apply: 

~~ 7 8 Sec. 13. Section 600.16, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

9 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

l. Any information compiled under section 600.8, 

subsection l, para9~ap~-ueu,-~tlbpara9raphs-ttt-and-t?7 shall 

be made available at any time by the cler~ of the court, the 

department, or any agency which made the placement to: 

a. The adopting parents. 

b. The adopted person, provided that pe~sor1 is an adult at 

the time the request for information is made. 

c. Any person approved by the department if the person 

uses this information solely for the purposes of conducting a 

legitimate research project or of treating a patient in a 

20 medical facility. 

21 d. Any person authorized to receive such information bY.<>. 

22 cour!:__ order issued oursuant to section 232:..147, subsection 7. 

23 Information regarding an adopted person's existing medical 

24 and developmental history and family medical history, \vhich 

25 meets the definition of background information in section 

26 600.8, subsection l, paragraph ''c'', but which was compiled 

27 prior to July l, 

28 this subsection. 

1976, shall be made available as provided 1n 

However, the identity of the adopted 

29 person's natural parents shall not be disclosed. 

, >'30 Sec. 14. Section 600.24, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

3: follows: 

32 600.24 ACCESS TO RECORDS. 

33 The department may allow access to adoption records held by 

34 ~t the department or an agency if all of following apply: 

35 a. The reeo~d~-we~e-eompi!ed-pr~~~-to-de~tlary-t;-!911; 
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... ~rs:J:I qcini:1g ~_ccess to the recorGs uses them o:1;.Y for the 

2 purpose pE cond~cting a_Jeoi:imate ~es~a~ch ora•ect. 

3 b. T~e identity-ef-the-nat~ra~-pa~ents-oE-the-ade~ted 

4 pe?so~-~~-eone~a~ed-erom-th~-~e~~o~-Jain~ng-~eee~~-to-the 

5 ~eeo~d~7-and~ P~.~son conductinq __ research aarees i~ writing to 

6 9e bound ~._the confidentiality standards __ to which the 

7 deoartment is bound. 

8 c. The person geining-eeee~~-te-the-~eee~ds-~~e~-them 

9 so±e~y-fer-tne-?tlt~e~e~-o~-eendtleti~g-e-~e~it±re~te-~e~ea~e~ 

10 ~rojee~-er-of-treat~ng-e-~et~ent-in-~-fflediea~-raci~ity 

ll cond~tcSj.._~ researcf~agrees ln writinc not to con-:act the 

12 natural oarents. 

:3 EXPLANATION 

14 This bill ame~ds several Code provisions relating to ~he 

15 department of human services and its functions. 

16 Sections c and 2 amend provisions relating to 

17 confidentiality of department records by allowing the release 

18 of certa:n informat:on to persons conducting research for the 

19 purpose of evaluating or improving serv:ce delivery by the 

20 department. 

21 Section 3 amends the definit1on of child in need of 

22 assistance to include a child who is irr~inently likely to he 

23 sexually abused. 

24 Sect:on 4 affiends a provision which allows the 

25 removal of a child pursuant to an ex parte court 

tempora~y 

order vlhen 

26 in~ediate removal is necessary to avoid irr~inent danger to the 

27 child's life or health and there is ~ot time for a hearing, by 

28 removing the requirement that permission to remove the child 

29 be requested of the child's caretaker, parent, guarc:an, or 

30 custodia:"!. 

31 Sections 5 and 7 amend provisions relating to department 

32 representation •n child in need of assis:ance or termination 

33 proceedings by providing that either the county attorney or 

34 the depactment can request that the attorney general represent 

35 the department i~ place of the county atLorney. 

-5-
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l Section 6 provides that the department should make every 

2 reasonable effort to return a child in its custody to the 

3 child"s home as quickly as possible, consistent with the best 

4 interest of the child. 

5 Sections 8, 11, and 12 provide that the juvenile court can 

6 issue an order allowing a court officer or the department to 

7 discuss a child's juvenile court record or the family's social 

8 report with a person not otherwise authorized to receive such 

9 information pursuant to a signed release of information from 

lO the child's parent, guardian, or custodian and guardian ad 

ll litem, and a finding by the court that the disclosure would 

12 not be harmful to the child. 

13 Sections 9 and 10 authorize the release of child abuse 

14 information, other than unfounded information to specified 

l5 persons. 

16 Section 13 allows adopting parents, an ad~lt person who was 

17 adopted, a person approved by the department who is conducting 

18 research or treating a patient in a medical facility, and a 

19 person authorized by an order of a juvenile court to have 

20 access to investigation reports conducted before and after a 

21 child's placement in an adoptive home, and to a background 

22 inves~igation report of a child's medical and developmental 

23 h1story and the child's natural family's medical history. 

24 Section 14 allows the department to release adoption 

25 information to persons conducting research. Such researchers 

26 are bound by department confidentiality standards and cannot 

27 contact a child's natural parents. 

28 

29 

JO 

Jl 
32 

33 

34 

35 

-6-
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SENATE FILE 2175 
S-5127 

1 Amend Senate File 2175 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

1. Page 3, by striking lines 5 through 13, and 
inserting the following: "provide a written summary 
of the case plans, reports, or narrative found in a 
child's official juvenile court record or the child's 
or family's social report to a person not otherwise 
authorized to receive such information. The court may 
issue such an order without a hearing if the child's 
parent, guardian, custodian, attorney, court-appointed 
special advocate, and guardian ad litem have signed a 
release of information and if such disclosure would be 
in the child's best interest. The court may authorize 
the person to whom the written summary is disclosed to 
redisclose the information within the written summary, 
if such redisclosure would be in the child's best 
interest. The person to whom the written summary is 
disclosed shall not redisclose any information within 
the written summary, unless the court order authorizes 
such". 

2. Page 3, by striking line 26 and inserting the 
following: 

"NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (7) 
3. Page 3, by striking 
4. Page 4, by striking 
5. By striking page 4, 

lir.e 12. 

To a person named in 
lines 28 through 29. 
lines 8 through 29. 

a". 

line 30, through page 5, 

6. By renumbering as necessary. 
By BY COMMITTEE ON RUMAN RESOURCES, 

BEVERLY A. HANNON, Cha1rperson 

S-5127 FILED FEBRUARY 19, 1990 

SENATE E'ILE 217 5 

s- 541..1 

Amend Senate File 2175 as Eollows: . 1 P e 3 line 34, by inserting after the f1gure 
~ "( 5t;• t:~ foilowing: "paragraph "d", subparagraph 

4 ~"· 

By RAY TAYLOR 

S-5412. FILED MARCH 7, 1990 
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Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

SENATE FILE ,.::)"'7:::, -
BY (PROPOSED GOVERNOR'S BILL) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An A·ct relating to juvenile justice by amending Code provisions 

regarding department of human services records, children in 

need of assistance, the child abuse information registry, and 

adoption. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 7638XG 73 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 217.30, subsection 2, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Information described in subsection 1 shall not be 

4 disclosed to or used by any person or agency except for 

5 purposes of administration of the programs of services or 

6 assistance, and shall not in any case, except as otherwise 

7 provided in subsection 4, ~aragra~~ paragraphs ''b" and ''e'', be 

8 disclosed to or used by persons or agencies outside the 

9 department unless they are subject to standards of 

10 confidentiality comparable to those imposed on the department 

11 by this division. 

12 Sec. 2. Section 217.30, subsection 4, Code 1989, is 

13 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

14 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. Confidential information described in 

15 subsection 1 may be disclosed pursuant to section 232.147 to a 

16 person conducting research for the purpose of evaluating or 

17 improving service delivery by the department. 

18 Sec. 3. Section 232.2, subsection 6, paragraph d, Code 

19 Supplement 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

20 d. Who has been or is imminently likely to be sexually 

21 abused by the child's parent, guardian, custodian or other 

22 member of the household in which the child resides. 

23 Sec. 4. Section 232.78, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

24 Supplement 1989, is amended by strLking the paragraph. 

25 Sec. 5. Section 232.90, subsection 2, Code Supplement 

26 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

27 2. The county attorney shall represent the department in 

28 proceedings arising under this division. However, if-there-%~ 

29 di~agreeme~~-~etwee~-~~e-de~artme~t-a~d-t~e-eoanty-attorney 

30 regarding-the-a~~re~riate-aet±on-to-~e-take~ at the request of 

31 the county attorney or the department, the department may 

32 reqae~t-to be represented by the attorney general in place of 

33 the county attorney. 

34 Sec. 6. Section 232.102, subsection 6, Code 1989, is 

35 amended to read as follows: 

-1-
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S.F. H.F. 

1 6. In any order transferring custody to the department or 

2 an agency, or in orders pursuant to a custody order, the court 

3 shall specify the nature and category of disposition which 

4 will serve the best interests of the child, and shall 
5 prescribe the means by which the placement shall be monitored 

6 by the court. If the court orders the transfer of the custody 
7 of the child to the department of human services or other 

8 agency for placement, the department or agency shall submit a 

9 case permanency plan to the court and shall make every 

10 reasonable effort to return the child to the child's home as 

ll quickly as possible consistent with the best interest of the 

12 child. When the child is not returned to the child's home and 

13 if the child has been previously placed in a licensed foster 

14 care facility, the department or agency shall consider placing 

15 the child in the same licensed foster care facility. If the 

16 cour: orders the transfer of custody to a relative or other 

17 suitable person, the court may direct the department or other 

18 agency to provide services to the child's parent, guardian or 

19 custodian in order to enable them to resume custody of the 

20 child. If the court orders the transfer of custody to the 

21 department of human services or to another agency for 

22 placement in foster group care, the department or agency shall 

23 make every reasonable effort to place the child within Iowa, 

24 in the least restrictive setting available, and in close 
25 proximity to the parents' home, consistent with the child's 

26 best ir.terests and special needs. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sec. 7. Section 232.114, subsection 2, Code Supplement 

1989, is amended to read as follows: 

2. The county attorney shall represent the department in 

proceedings arising under this division. However, %f-the~e-%~ 

ei~aq~eeme~t-between-the-depa~tme~t-a~d-the-eoc~ty-atto~ney 

~eqa~di~q-the-epp~op~%ete-eetio~-to-be-te~e~ at the request of 

the county attorney or the department, the department may 

~eqce~t-to be represented by the attorney general in place of 

the county attorney. 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 

1 Sec. 8. Section 232.147, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. The court may issue an order 
4 authorizing a juvenile court officer or the department to 

5 discuss the contents of a child's official juvenile court 
6 record or the child's or family's social report with a person 

7 not otherwise authorized to receive such information. The 

8 court may issue such an order without a hearing if the child's 

9 parent, guardian, or custodian, and guardian ad litem have 

10 signed a release of information and if the court knows of no 

ll reason that such disclosure would be harmful to the child. 

12 The person to whom the information is disclosed shall not 

13 redisclose the information, unless the court order authorizes 

14 redisclosure. The department shall adopt administrative rules 

15 to implement this subsection as it relates to department 

16 records. 

17 Sec. 9. Sectio~ 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph c, Code 

18 Supplement 1989, is amended by adding the following new 

19 subparagraph: 

20 NEW SUB?ARAGRAPH. (6) To an employee of an educational 

21 institution who is a designated investigator identified in the 

22 procedures prescribed pursuant to section 280.17. 

23 Sec. 10. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph e, Code 
24 Supplement 1989, is amended by adding the following new 
25 subparagraphs: 

26 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (7) To a person named in an ex parte 

27 court order issued pursuant to section 232.147, subsection 7. 

28 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (8) To the citizens' aide pursuant to 

29 chapter 601G. 

30 Sec. 11. Section 235A.l5, subsection 3, Code Supplement 

31 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

32 3. Access to unfounded child abuse information is 
33 authorized only to those persons identified in subsection 2, 

34 paragraph "a'', paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2) and (5), and 

35 paragraph "e'', ~bbperegre~~ subparagraphs (2) and (7). 

-3-
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10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

S.F. H.F. 

Sec. 12. Section 235A.l7, subsection 1, unnumbered 

paragraph :, Code 1989, is ame~ded to read as follows: 

A person, agency or other recipient of child abuse 

information authorized to receive such information shall not 

redisseminate such information, except that redissemination 

shall be permitted 12ursuant to section 232.147 or when all of 
the following conditions apply: 

Sec. 13. Section 600.16, subsection 1, Code Supplement 
1989, is amended to read as follows: 

l. Any information compiled under section 600.8, 

subsection l, pa~agra~~-ueu;-~~bparagrap~o-t:t-ane-tit shall 

be made available at any time by the clerk of the court, the 

department, or any agency which made the placement to: 

a. The adopting parents. 

b. The adopted person, provided that person is an adult at 

the time the request for information is made. 

c. Any person approved by the department if the person 

~ses this information solely for the purposes of conducting a 
legiti~ate research project or of treating a patient in a 
medical facility. 

21 d. Any person authorized to receive such information by a 

22 court order issued pursuant to section 232.147, subsection 7. 

23 Information regarding an adopted person's existing medical 

24 and developmental history and family medical history, which 

25 meets the definition of background information in section 

26 600.8, s_ubsection 1, paragraph "c", but which was compiled 

27 prior to July l, 1976, shall be made available as provided in 

28 this subsection. However, the identity of the adopted 

29 person's natural parents shall not be disclosed. 

30 Sec. 14. Section 600.24, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
31 follows: 

32 600.24 ACCESS TO RECORDS. 

33 The department may allow access to adoption records held by 
34 ±~ the de12artment or an agency if all of following a!2J2ll:: 
35 a. The ~eeo~e~-we~e-eom~±~ee-~~±or-eo-a8~~ary-:;-~9~T~ 

-4-



S.F. H.F. 

1 oerson gaining access to the records uses them only for t~e 

2 p~roose of 
3 b. ~he 

conducting a legitimate research project. 

±de~~±ty-e£-the-~~tu~~~-~are~~~-o£-~he-ado~ted 

4 ~er~e"-i~-eeneea~ed-£~o~-the-~e~~o"-gai~i"g-aeee~~-to-the 

5 reeord~7-and7 person conducting research agrees in writing to 

6 be bound by the confidentiality standards to which the 

7 department is bound. 
8 c. The person g~ining-aeee~~-te-the-reeord~-tt~e~-them 

9 ~oieiy-£or-the-pttr~o~es-o£-eondue~±ng-~-%eg±t±m~ee-re~eereh 

10 ~rojeet-or-of-treet±ng-e-~etient-±n-e-medieai-fee±%±ey 

11 conducting research agrees in writing not to contact the 

12 natural parents. 

13 EXPLANATION 
14 ~his bill amends several Code provisions relating to the 

15 department of human services and its functions. 

16 Sections 1 and 2 amend provisions relating to 

17 confidentiality of department records by allowing the release 

18 of certain information to persons conducting research for the 

19 purpose of evaluating or improving service delivery by the 

20 department. 

21 Section 3 amends the definition of child in need of 

22 assistance to include a child who is imminently likely to be 

23 sexually abused. 

24 Sect:on 4 amends a provision which allows the temporary 

25 removal of a child pursuant to an ex parte court order when 

26 immediate removal is necessary to avoid imminent danger to the 
27 child's life or health and there is not time for a hearing, by 

28 

29 

30 

removing the 

be requested 

custodian. 

requirement that permission to remove the child 

of the child's caretaker, parent, guardian, or 

3l Sections 5 and 7 amend provisions relating to department 

32 representation in child in need of assistance or termination 

33 proceedings by providing that either the county attorney or 

34 the department can request that the attorney geneLal represent 
35 the department in place of the county attorney. 
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8 

9 

S.F. H.F. 

Sectio~ 6 provides that the department should make every 

reasonable effort to return a child in its custody to the 

child's home as quickly as possible, consistent with the best 

interest of the child. 

Sections 8, 11, and 12 provide that the juvenile court can 

issue an order allowing a court officer or the department to 

discuss a child's juvenile court record or the family's social 

report with a person not otherwise authorized to receive such 

information pursuant to a signed release of in~ormation. from 

11 

12 

10 the child's parent, guardian, or custodian and guardian ad 

litem, and a finding by the court that the disclosure would 

not be harmful to the child. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sections 9 and 10 authorize the release of child abuse 

information, other than unfounded information to specified 

persons. 

Section 13 allows adopting parents, an adult person who was 

adopted, a person approved by the department who is conducting 

research or treating a patient in a medical facility, and a 

person authorized by an order of a juvenile court to have 

access to investigation reports conducted before and after a 

child's placement in an adoptive home, and to a background 

investigation report of a child's medical and developmental 

history and the child's natural family's medical history. 

Sectio~ 14 allows the department to release adoption 

information to persons conducting research. Such researchers 

are bound by department confidentiality standards and cannot 

contact a child's natural parents. 
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