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Date -r- :;:;:_- :?~?'>-~~) 
a 7 Nays __9 ___ _ 

1 An Act relating to the plugging of abandoned wells, by providing 

2 assistance to well owners, providing for well inspection and 

3 certification, providing for fees, making a civil penalty 

4 applicable, providing an effective date, and providing for 

5 repeal of a portion of the Act. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAS ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. J./1./1 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 4558.190, Code 1989, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 4558.190 ABANDONED WELLS PROPERLY PLUGGED. 

4 1. As used in this section: 

a. "Assistance agency" means the commissioners in each 

6 ~'?il_and wat~cons_ervation d~strict a~rovided i~~e_!:_ 

7 467A.3, or the extension services at Iowa state university of 

8 science and technology, as established in chapter 266. 

b. ''Class l wei:~· means a well one hundred feet or less in 

10 depth and eighteen inches or more in diameter. 

ll c. "Class 2 well"' means a well more than one hundred feet 

12 in depth or less than eighteen inches in diamete~~~droc~ 

13 we 11. 

14 d. ''Class 3 well'' means a sandpoint well or a well fifty 

15 feet or less in depth constructed by joining a screened dr1ve 

16 point with lengths of pipe and driving the assembly into a 

17 shallow sand and qravel aguiEer. 

18 e. "Department" means the department of natural resources. 

f. "District'' means the same as defined in section 467A.3. 

20 9..:. "Filling materials" means a..9.E.i_cu:tural lime. Fillinq 

21 materials may also include other materials, ir.clud~soil~ 

22 sand, gravel, crushed stone. and pea gravel as approved by the 

23 de~ment. 

24 h. "Owner" means the titleholder of the land where a well ·-----
25 is located. 

26 i. "Plug" means the closure of an abandoned well with 

27 ~ging materials which will permanently seal the well from 

28 contamination bv surface drainaqe, or permar.e~ seal oEE the 

29 well from contamination into an aguifer. 

30 L_"Plugging materials" mear.s filling and seali~ 

31 materials. 

32 ~-~Sealing materials" means bentonite. Sealina mate~.:.als. 

33 may al_s2.._inc_lud~at cement,_ sand ce:nent grout,~ concrete 

34 as approved b~the deoartm~nt~ 

35 l. ''Service'' means the federal soil conservation service 
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as estab~ished in ~6 u.s.c._5_ 200: et seq_,_ 

2 m. •'Well'' means an abaJldoned well as defin~~j in section 

3 45513.171. 

d 2. All ~be~dened wells7-BS-def~~ed-in-seet~on-455B~~?f7 

5 shall be properly plugged in accordance with the schedule 

6 estdblished by the department. The departmer•t shall develop a 

7 prioritized closure program and a time frame for the 

8 completion of the program and shali adopt rules to implement 

rl---•<:.i> 9 the program. 

10 3. Wells shall be plug~d as follows: 

a. Class l wells shall be p~~d by placing~ali~ 

12 materials u~o the stat1c water leve~ as a seal. !'"illinq 

l3 materials shall be added up to fouc feet belcw _th~ ground 

14 surface. 1-!owever, sealing mate~ials :n~ be used .. to fil.l__th~ 

15 entire well up to four fee~elm" the.g~ound surf~ __ . ___ The_ 

16 s:_asi.ng _pipe shall be removed down to at least fotlr feet beiow 

# l7 the ground surface and shall be caoped w1th seali!1g~mat~~als:_ 

•
rt-•····- b • f' ... l8 b. Class 2 wells shall be ol~ed _L o~acl!~._2_:1:~9 

l9 ma:erials at the bottom of the well up _r:.o four :~~e:ow~_!"l~ 

20 stati" water level .. Sealing materials _shall be ad_ded uo to 

~l Eour feet belo~ the ground surface. However, sealirla 
·-·-··-~ 

22 matenals may oe_csed to Lll the entire ~ell uo ~o four feet 

23 belOi.<t' t~~grour~d surf~ce_._Th~ uooer S~~__l__eet. of. th~.~si~_g 

?.4 ,e~e belo'n' :he_grotind sur?ac~hal_'=----£~emo~d_._ -::'he___!_o.2_four 

1:5 feet of th2 orounti surface shall be removed :..:f ohs:ructions ---· --·--:~---·-------------- ------··- -- ··--
26 ar.d_JJ.ackfilled with soiland _ __3!aded. 

21 £.,__C:lass 3 wells si"lall !::le plucqed b_y_pulli:-,9 th<> casing_ 

2R and sandooint out of the Sl.E_Our:d, and coll~inq the b,ole_. _Tr,e 

,..;_.;.;.s-... ?.9 we:l may also be olugged by ~emov~£!..9__the~;ope_r four feet of 

30 s-_asing pipe be_low the g::ounC: sucface. The t~_four feet of 

'J~ tile ~und surfact2_!?hall be renoved of obstrc;ction~:>d 

32 backfilled with soi.l and-..S!!:_aded. 

}3 4. ':'he ~~rtment shall ~onsor ar: advercis~___s:_ampaiqr~ 

34 directed to Persons throughout the state ~_p__:_ir:t and 

35 electronic media desioned ~o "otify owners of the deadlinE.~ for 

-2-



S.F. L{l(/ H.F. 

l ~ging wells, penalties for nor.compliance, and :nformation 

2 about receiv~assistance in plugging wells. 

5. The department shall request cooperation frc;rr. the 

4 service to implement this sectio~.Assistanc~encies shall 

5 cooeerate with the deeartment in implementina this section, 

6 The imelementation assistance may include but.is not limite_~ 

7 to the following: 

8 a. That the department, 

9 service in each distrSct in 

an assistin~gency, or the 

the state distribute_~~~ 

10 materials to owners or contractors aeproved by the department 

ll for use in plugging wells. The department shall orovide each 

12 district with an inventory of plugging mater1als in quantities 

13 necessary to assist in the [?lugging of welcs. 

14 b. That the department, an assisting agency, or the 

15 serv1ce 1nspect the process of [?lugging wells according~ 

16 rules adopted by the department. 

17 c. That an assisting agency or the service transmit to the 

i8 ~rtment that a well oasses inspection accor~~to 

19 departmental rule. A well that has passed insoection ..EL.the 

20 department, an ass1sting agency, or the service shall be 

2l certified by the deeartment as having met all r~aements 

/.2 under this section, including applicable department?l rules, 

23 for_plugging the well. 

24 d. That an assisting agency or the service renort to the 

25 department violations of this section. 

;.J.-.t>26 6. An owner may plug a well independent2.y from il. 

27 contractor approved oursuant to this section. An owner shall 

28 receive ~;>~ing materials from the district i]1 which the wel~ 

29 is located. However, before the materials_ are._received, the 

30 owner must rec:ister inforMation with the di,o;trlc;t re~dir.s. 

31 each well on the owner's prooerty, and shal:. se.t an 

32 apoointment for i~ctio~ the deoartment, an ass.isti~ 

33 agency, or the service. The registration 

34 i9~!ded to the department. 

information sha:l be 

7. An owner within the district where a we:I is !ocated 
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l ~v s_chedul:_e _!~o hc:vc the well. 2i.'_Ig_'E_d ~--·"n ~.2£.l:_Ove~ 

2 contract_o_r i~' the district. HovJe· ... ·er,_ be~_9re _the scht:d~l]_i_~ __ lS 

3 completed, __ the_ cwn~!!lust~~--olu9gin9 fee t£ !"".he di~tr i.~ .. ~-

4 ~nd~~~gist!?:: inforrr.a::.ion with the distric~a::di~~acl: 

::> well on the owner's or_s:>~_t:Y.:._ __ The plugg~fee oaid to __ the 

6 district shal: nut be ~ore thar. fifty dollars~_r 'Nel_l..:___The 

to the deoartment with the 7 payments shall be remitted - -~----------
8 

~l this section. ':'he department shall select the _con~ractors 

12 based on come"':.titive biddingxocedures. The departne:1r. shdi.i_ 

l3 9~_d btds to contractors based on t_he a_mount of rhe bt~nd 

14 thE>_ability of the contr~c:o~o~pab.l:.t.__secve the dlStr:ct._ 

-_, 5 A -~on •,_ roc t·· o .' p o d · • · d a " e • · 1 • a l r f :..:.....::~:..::..:c..::..:-.-=~:=..:=:__..::a:..:..P::..:..r ve -~--~~ ep r .:.~~ n_~f· _ ___:__2_ --~ __ e:np_~e~ __ 

l6 the state. 

1.7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

An_approved cont;:ac::or shall 0pera.te 1n conjunction w~th 

_!:_be distr_ict and shall, __ in coopera:ion wi~h ti1e___.9ist~_ict..!. 

~::lrr~r:qe for deliveF__y__Q~~ucoing_ :nateri9]_~ _ _(rom ___ d.:.stric.:.~ 

l:_nve!! tor ies.~ sche_du~~_opoin tn:ten~s to_El_~9 wells .!~~~~hedJ:~ ~~ 

insoect.i.on~ the 6eoar;:rne0:, _a:1 ~ssi~_:ing~-~.0.D'~I.. r.h_e 

22 service. 

9. fl. person who fails to prope~ly pl,:g ar·.-oba~defted a tvell 

24 on property the person owns, in accordance wi~~~ ~he program 

25 established by the departm2r.t, :2.~--~~o~::ed~~ wssist ·t:~ 

26 agen~v O!:' by_ the se::-vice, is sub~:ect to a civil pe:1GL~ty of up 

7.7 to one hundred dollars pe.":" dB:y e·-.terv _five c~}_en~ar days ~hat 

28 th£-: we1.l remains unr.;lugged or irr:pr-~pe:l.y pl.t.:gged. HoweyP~-~ 

29 the tot·~-~~vil~ penalty sf1a:l~~=::cee<;i o:-1~ thct~sar:d 9o1~~--· 

30 Thc__E_t:.na.1.~1.......§.hal~ -:;nly be a_ss~_sseS_a.f_~e~ _the_ o:-1_~ t:h.:>Js~nC 

31 do::..la__0-__ i.:ni.t .is reac!"',ed. r~ '.:.~e owner p}.ucs the \·Jell i~ 

32 S~_lia.nce with t~!iS sectlor~.~ncludiilC appl).c~?le 

33 rules, before the date that the one thousand ···-------- .. ·-·--··- ------ --
34 dollar limit 

35 assessed. The moneys collected shall be deposited in the 
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S.F. 1./ 1./ I H.F. 

l f1na:1cial incentive portion of the agriculture management 

2 account. The department of agriculture and land stewardship 

3 may pr<Jvide by rule for financial incent1ve moneys, through 

4 expenditure of the moneys allocated to the financial-

5 incentive-program portion of the agriculture management 

6 account, to reduce a person's cost in properly plugging wells 

7 abandoned prior to July l, 1987. 

rt-·"'''8 Sec. 2. FUTURE REPEALS. 

9 l. Section 4558.190, subsections 4 through 8, as enacted 

10 in this Act, are amended by striking the subsections. 

11 2. This section takes effect July l, 1992. 

12 Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

13 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill provides for the plugging of abandoned wells 

16 required to be closed under chapter 4558.190. The bill 

17 describes procedures for plugging different types of wells. 

18 The department of natural resources must sponsor an 

19 advertising campaign to notify owners of wells and programs 

20 available to assist owners in plugging wells. The department 

21 shall provide to soil and water conservation districts 

22 plugging materials, including bentonite and agricultural lime. 

23 The bill requires that the department request assistance from 

24 the federal soil conservation service to assist in 

25 implementing the bill's provisions. Iowa state university of 

26 science and technology extension services and soil 

27 conservation co~~issions are required to assist in 

28 implementing the section. The assistance includes inspection 

29 of wells for certification by the department. 

30 The bill establishes that an owner may fill a well 

31 independently if the owner submits a plugging fee to the 

32 department for the se~vices of a contractor. Contractors in 

33 each district shall be selected by the department to plug 

34 wells with plugging materials F.urnished by the department. 

35 The plugging shall be scheduled in soil and water conservation 
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l district offices. The federal soil COilserva~icn service may 

2 and an assisting agency shall report tc the department 

~ violations of ~hls sectic~~ A perso:1 who Eails to compl.y w~th 

4 t!1e section ~s subject to a civil penalty of up to one hundred 

5 dollars per five ca~endar days that the well remains unplugqed 

6 or improperly plugged. The total civil per1aity shall ~ot 

7 exceed one thousand dollars. If an owner plugs ~he weli in 

8 compiiance with the bill's provisions, no civil penalty shall 

9 be assessed. 

!0 This bill may create a state mandate as provided in chapter 

ll 25B. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-6-

LSB l998SV 73 

da/cf/24 

-- --------------



SENATE FILE 441 
FISCAL NOTE 

-------------1--
A fiscal note for SENATE FILE 441 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 
17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate File 441 provides for the closure of ab~ndoned wells as required by the 
Groundwater Protection Act of 1987. The bill describes procedures for the 
plugging of different types of wells, requires the Department of Natural 
Resources to provide plugging materials, including bentonite and agricultural 
lime, to each of the Soil and Water Conservation Districts, allows well owners 
to fill wells themselves for an inspection fee of up to $50 per well, and 
requires the Department of Natural Resources to certify well closures. 

Fiscal Effect: 

The Department of Natural Resources is unable to provide an estimate of the 
costs the Department would incur under this act. The Department cannot 
reasonably estimate the number of wells that would need to be plugged, nor the 
amount of bentonite and agricultural lime that would be necessary to adequately 
plug a well. 

Source: Department of Natural Resources 

(LSB l998sv, JWR) • 
FILED APRIL 13, 1989 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET MAY 6, 1989 

SENATE FILE 441 
H-4455 

,-, 1~ Amend Senate File 441, as passed by the Senate, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 5 through 8. 
4 2. Page 1, by striking line 19 and inserting the 
5 following: 

Page 25 

6 " ''Designated agent" means a person other than 
7 the state, designated by a county board of supervisors 
8 to review and confirm that a well has been proper~ 
9 plugged." 

10 3. By striking page l, line 35 through page 2, 
11 line l . 
12 4. Page 2, line 9, by inserting after the word 
13 "program.'' the following: ''The schedule established 
14 by the department shall provide that to the fullest 
15 extent technically and economically feasible, all 
16 wells shall be properly plugged not later than July 1, 
17 2000." 
lB 5. Page 2, by striking lines 11 and 12, and 
19 inserting the following: 
20 "a. Class 1 wells shall be plugged by placing 
21 filling materials up to one foot below the static 
22 water level. At least one foot of sealing materials 
23 shall be placed on top of the filling materials up to 
24 the static water level, as a seal. Filling". 
25 6. Page 2, line 17, by inserting after the word 

.• 

8

o
7
' "with" the following: "at least one foot of". 
~ Page 2, line 17, by insert1ng after the word 

"materials.• the following: "Obstructions shall be 
29 removed from the top four feet of the ground surface 
30 and the top four feet shall be backfilled with soil 
31 and graded." 
32 8. Page 2, by striking lines 20 and 21 and 
33 inserting the following: "static water level. At 
34 least four feet of sealing material shall be added on 
35 top of the filling material up to the original static 
36 water level. Filling materials shall be placed up to 
37 four feet below the grou~d surface and the well shall 
38 be capped with at least one foot of sealing material. 
39 However, sealing''. 
40 9. Page 2, line 29, by inserting after the word 
41 "~" the following: "placing sealing materials up to 
42 four feet below the ground surface and by". 
43 10. By striking page 3, line 3 through page 4, 
44 line 22, and inserting the following: 
45 "5. An owner may, independent of a contractor, 
46 plug a well pursuant to this section subject to review 
47 and confirmation by a designated agent of the county 
48 or a well driller registered with the department." 
49 ll. Page 4, lines 25 and 26, by striking the 
50 words ''an assisting agency or by the service" and 
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HOUSr: CLIP SHEET 

H-4455 
Page 2 l inserting the following: ·~ designated agent or ~ 

2 registered well driller". 
3 L2. Page 4, line 35, by inserting after the word 
4 "~~d." the following: "The penalty shall not be_ 
5 im29sed upon a pet·son for improperly plugging a well 
6 until the department notifies the person of the 
7 improper plugging." 
8 13. Page 5, by striking lines 8 through ll. 
9 14. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-4455 FILED MAY 5, 1989 
ADOPTED ( ;p .(5'-i~ 7 v. 

By JOHNSON of Winneshiek 



SENATE CLIP SHEET MAY 8, 1989 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 441 

S-4190 
Amend Senate File 441, as passed by the Senate, as 

2 follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by striking lines 5 through 8. 
4 2. Page l, by striking line 19 and inserting the 
5 following: 
6 " __ -".::;D,oe:..;S:-l;:..9~n:;:a:..;:t:..:e:-d:;-;::a.:<g:..:e:..:n~:::__,-" __:_:m,_,e:..:a::.;n~. s::.,..~a:.......~P:::e~r_,s:.;:o::.n!....:o:::.:::t::.;hc::e:..:r'--.-::_t ::h.:::ac:_:n 
7 the state, designated by a county board of suoervisors 
8 to rev:ew and confirm that a well has been oroperly 
9 oluggec." 

lO 3. 3y striku:g page l, line 35 through page 2, 
ll line 1. 
12 4. ?age 2, line 9, by :nserting after the word 
13 ''program.'' ~he ~ol:owing: ''~he schedu:e established 
14 by the department shall Provide that to the fullest 
15 t ... ". '" ~d ~ ' ,. < 'b' ll - ex en'- :....ec.,nlCa.l.lV a.. eco •. om .. ca .... 1.y .~...eas ...... e, a 
i6 wells shall be Properly pl,;qged not later than July 1, 
17 2000." 
18 5. Page 2, by striking l1nes ll and 12, and 
19 inserting the followi~g: 
20 
21 
22 
23 

"a. c:ass l ·"'_':.:.~s sha~~ be o~ucgec by olacing 
f : 1 • ; ~...... ,...a'" e r ' a·, s , '.... .... o on= F ,......,r'l.... 'oe' o• · • n· e s,. a c· ; c .. ~ ............... '1 1.1 \,. ).. .... ~...... \,. • '- _:::...~ ..... ·~ - V¥ .... .... '" 

"ate· 'evP 1 A• ·eas• c~e "co• ~· sea· 'n~ ~at>=>";a'"' '/II ;. ..._ - ,.. • '- ..:.. ;,.. -',. .;_ • 1.... '-' L ..!.. ..:. '1 •l< "" .. .J.. .J..-

-"a1' "e o'acec· ~~""'Po" ·"e "''l'~g "'ate-'a's UP "O ;;, 44 ..._..._ .J ,~.. '-''• ~'-' - •"' .__..._ .o.l• .L~ '--.... " 

'4'h >-. l' 1 F''l'" - t: :e S-:d:lc water eve,~.., as a sea_. 1..:..~ • 

25 6. ?age 2, l1ne 17, by :nser~ing after the word 
26 "wit~" tt-:e follow.:.:1g: "at leas: one foot of". 
27 --r-: Page 2, c:ne 17, by insecting after the word 
28 ''materials." the following: ''Obstcuctions shall be 
29 removed from the too four :ee: ot the around su=face 
30 and the too four feet shall be backfilled with soil 
31 and graded." 
32 8. Page 2, by striki~g lines 20 and 21 and 
33 inserti~g the following: •lsta:ic ·,o~ate~ level. At 
34 :east four feet of sea~ino ~aterial shall be added on 
35 
36 

top cE the filli_!l9. materi.a:. uo to the ori.ainal static 
water level. :illing matecials shall be placed uo to 

37 four feet below ~he around surface an~ the we:l shall 
38 be capoed with ac least one :oot of sealing ~aterial. 
39 However, sealing''. 
40 9. ?age 2, ~:ne 29, by inserting aEter the word 
-11 "bv" the followir.c: "olacin.9__?_~aling rr.ate!:"ials ~P to 
42 E~r Eeet below the around svr:ace and bV 11

• 

43 lO. By stri.kinq page 3, ~~ne 3 through page 4, 
44 line 22, and insert:ng ~he fol:owing: 
45 ''5. An owner mav, indeoende~: of a contractor, 
46 pluo a well pursuan~ to this section s~bject to review 

and confirmation bv a desicna:ed aqent of the county 
or a well driller recistered w:th the deoartment." 

47 
48 
49 
50 

11. Page 4, lines 25 a~d 26, by striking the 
words "an assist~na agency or by the service'' and 

-,-

?age 2 



SENATE CLtP SHEET MAY 8, 1989 

3-4190 
Page 2 

1 inserting the following: ''a desig~ated agent or a 
2 registered well driller''. 
3 12. Page 4, line 35, by inserting aEter the word 
4 ''assessed.'' the following: 11 The penalty shall not be 
5 imposed upon a person for improperly olugg1ng a weil 
6 until the department notifies the oerson of the 
7 improper olugging."~ 
8 13. Page 5, by striking l1nes 8 through 11. 
9 14. By renumber1ng as necessary. 

S-4190 FILED MAY 7, 1989 
CONCURRED C,~ .:.~ 0:) 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

Page 3 
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AGRICULTURE BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the plugging of abandoned wells, by requesti~g 

assistance from the federal soil conservation service, 

appropriating moneys from the agriculture management account, 

making a civil penalty applicable, providing an effective 

date, and providing for repeal of the Act. 

!T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE Of IO\·iA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 4558.190, Code 1989, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 4558.190 ABANDONED WELLS PROPERLY PLUGGED. 

4 1. All abandoned wells, as defined in section 4558.171, 

5 shall be properly plugged in accordance with the schedule 

6 established by the department. The department shall develop a 

7 prioritized closure program and a time frame for the 

8 completion of the program and shall adopt rules to implement 

9 the program. 

10 2. The owner shall fill and seal an abandoned well 

ll pursuant to rules adopted by the department of natural 

12 resources. To plug the well, the owner or a person authorized 

13 by the owner, may use materials, including bentonite, approved 

14 by the department. 

15 3. The department shall request cooperation from the 

16 federal soil conservation service to implement this section. 

17 The implementation assistance may include but is net limited 

l8 to the following: 

19 a. That the federal soil conservation service offices in 

20 each conservation district in the state distribute bentonite 

21 to owners of abandoned wells. The department shall provide 

22 each district with bentonite inventory in quantities necessary 

23 to assist owners in the district in plugging and sealing 

24 abandoned wells. 

25 b. That the federal soil conservation service officers 

26 inspect the process of plugging abandoned wells according to 

27 rules adopted by the department, and certify that abandoned 
28 wells have been closed according to departmental rule. An 

29 abandoned well that has been certified by the federal soil 

30 conservation service shall be deemed to have met all 

31 requirements under this section for the Plugging and sealing 

32 of the well. 

33 c. ~hat the federal soil conservation service officers 

34 report to the depar~ment violat1ons of this section. 

35 4. A person who fails to properly plug and seal an 

-1-
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l abandoned well on property the person owns, in accordance with 

2 the program established by the department, or as reported by 

3 the federal soil conservation service, is subject to a civil 

4 penalty of up to one hundred dollars per day that the well 

5 remains unplugged or improperly plugged. The moneys collected 

6 shall be deposited in the financial incentive portion of the 

7 agriculture management account. The department of agriculture 

8 and land stewardship may provide by rule for financial 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

incentive moneys, through expenditure of the moneys allocated 

to the financial-incentive-program portion of the agriculture 

management account, to reduce a person's cost in properly 

plugging wells abandoned prior to July l, 1987. 

Sec. 2. Section 455E.ll, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

1989, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph, and 

renumbering the subsequent subparagraphs: 

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (3) Five hundred thousand dollars is 

appropriated to the department of natural resources for each 

of the three !!seal years during the fiscal period beginning 

July 1, 1989, and ending June 30, 1992, to purchase, 

inventory, and distribute bentonite for use ln plugging and 

sealing abandoned wells pursuant to section 45SB.l90. 

Sec. 3. FUTURE REPEALS. 

l. Section 4558.190, subsections 2 and 3, as enacted in 

this Act, are amended by striking the subsections. 

2. Section 455E.ll, subsection 2, paragraph b, 

26 subparagraph (3), as enacted in this Act, is amended by 

27 striking the subparagraph. 

28 3. This section takes effect July 1, 1992. 

29 Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

30 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill provides that the owner of an abandoned 

33 agr~cul:~ral drai~age well shall close the well pursuant to 

34 rules adopted by :he department of nat~ral resources, using 

35 materials, including benton~te, approved by the department. 

-2-



S.F. .. -n.:. 

l The bi~l requires the department to request assistance from 

2 the federal soil conservation service to assist owners by 

3 distributing bentonite furnished by the department, and to 

4 inspect wells and certify that wells have been closed 

5 according to departmental rules. The soil conservation 

6 service is requested to report to the department viocations o: 

7 this section. A person who fails to comply with the section 

8 is subject to a civil penalty of up to one hundred dollars per 

9 day that the well remains unplugged or improperly plugged. 

10 The bill appropriates $500,000 to the department of natural 

11 resources from the agriculture management account of the 

12 groundwater protection fund for each of the next three :iscal 

13 years beginning in 1989, 1990, and 1991. The bill takes 

14 effect upon enactment and is effectively repealed July 1, 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

1992. 

-3-

~58 l998SC 73 

da/cf/24 

• 



• 
S£U/\1'B flL::: 4<11 

AN AC'I' 
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dqricult·.ur£.' r.-.anagt>I!IP.Ilt c~ccount. The <!epart~ent of aql"iculture 
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