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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the state soil conservation committee, by 

2 providing for the composition of the committee and its powers 

3 and duties. 
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S.F. 3/i H.F. 

1 Section 1. S~ction 159.5, subsection 14, Code 1989, 1s 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 14. Establish and maintain a division of soil 

4 conservation. The division administrator shall be appointed 

5 by the secretary from a list of names of persons recommended 

~-6 by the soil conservation committee and shall serve at the 

7 pleasure of the secretary. 

~8 Sec. 2. Section 467A.4, subsections 1 through 3, Code 

9 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

34~o 1. The soil conservation division is established within 

11 the department to perform the functions conferred upon it in 

12 chapters 83, 83A, and 467A through 4678 467F. The division 

13 shall be administered in accordance with the policies of the 

14 state soil conservation committee, which shall advise the 

15 division and which shall approve administrative rules proposed 

16 by the division for the administration of chapters 83, 83A, 

17 and 467A through 4679 467F before the rules are adopted 

18 pursuant to chapter 17A. The state soil conservation 

19 committee consists of a chairperson and teft eight other voting 

20 members. The following shall serve as ex officio nonvoting 

21 members of the committee: The director of the Iowa 

22 cooperative extension service in agriculture and home 

23 economics, or the director's designee, and the director of the 

24 department of natural resources or the director's designee. 

25 Nine voting members shall be appointed by the governor subject 

26 to confirmation by the senate. Six of the appointive members 

27 shall be persons engaged in actual farming operations, one of 

28 whom shall be a resident of each of the six geographic regions 

29 in the state, including northwest, southwest, north central, 

30 south central, northeast, and southeast Iowa, wBter-regetlree 

31 d±gtr±etg-egtBbx±ghed-by-geet±eft-4678.37 and no more than one 

32 of whom shall be a resident of any one county. The seventh, 

33 eighth, and ninth appointive members shall be chosen by the 

34 governor from the state at large with one appointed to be a 

35 representative of cities, one appointed to be a representative 
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S.F. 30 H.F. 

1 of the mining industry, and one appointee who i3 a farmer 

2 actively engaged in tree farming operation~. The committee 

3 may invite the secretary of agriculture of the United States 

4 to appoint one person to serve with the other members, and the 

5 president of the Iowa county engineers association may 

6 designate a member of the association to serve in the same 

7 manner, but these persons have no vote and shall serve in an 

8 advisory capacity only. The committee shall adopt a seal, 

9 which shall be judicially noticed. The committee may perform 

10 acts, hold public hearings, and adopt rules as provided in 

11 chapter 17A as necessary for the execution of its functions. 

-~ ~12 2. The committee shall recommend three persons to the 

13 secretary of agriculture who shall appoint from the persons 

14 recommended an administrative director to head the division 

15 who shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary. The 

16 committee shall recommend to the secretary each year a budget 

17 for the division. The committee shall approve a budget 

18 request each year prepared by the secretary to carry out the 

19 provisions of this chapter. The committee may increase, 

20 decrease, or strike an item within the department budget 

21 request before granting approval. The committee or division 

22 may call upon the attorney general of the state for necessary 

23 legal services. The committee may delegate to its 

24 chairperson, to one or more of its members, or to one or more 

25 agents or employees, powers and duties as it deems proper. 

26 Upon request of the committee, for the purpose of carrying out 

27 any of the functions assigned the committee or the department 

28 by law, the supervising officer of any state agency, or of any 

29 state institution of learning shall, insofar as possible under 

30 available appropriations, and having due regard to the needs 

31 of the agency to which the request is directed, assign or 

32 detail the request to the staff or personnel of the agency or 

33 institution of learning, and make the special reports, 

34 surveys, or studies as the committee requests. 

35 3. The committee shall designate its chairperson, and may 
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1 change the designation. The members appointed by the governor 

2 shall serve for a period of six years. Members shall be 

3 appointed in each odd-numbered year to succeed members whose 

4 terms expire as provided by section 69.19. Appointments may 

5 be made at other times and for other periods as necessary to 

6 fill vacancies on the committee. Members shall not be 

7 appointed to serve more than two complete six-year terms. 

8 Members designated to represent the director of the department 

9 of natural resources and the director of the Iowa cooperative 

10 extension service in agriculture and home economics shall 

11 serve at the pleasure of the officer making the designation. 

12 A majority of the voting members of the committee constitutes 

13 a quorum, and the concurrence of a majority of the voting 

14 members of the committee in any matter within their duties is 

15 required for its determination. The chairperson and members 

16 of the committee, not otherwise in the employ of the state or 

17 any political subdivision, shall receive forty dollars per 

18 diem as compensation for their services in the discharge of 

19 their duties as members of the committee. The committee shall 

20 determine the number of days for which a committee member may 

21 draw per diem compensation. However, the total number of days 

22 for which per diem compensation is allowed shall not exceed 

23 four hundred days per year. Members are entitled to actual 

24 expenses necessarily incurred in the discharge of their duties 

25 as members of the committee. The expenses paid to the 

26 committee members shall be paid from funds appropriated to the 

27 department or the committee. Eaeh-member-ef-~he-eemm±~~ee-may 

28 ai~e-be-ei±9±bie-~e-reee±~e-eempen~a~±en-a~-pre~±ded-±n 

29 ~ee~±en-1E767 The committee shall provide for the execution 

30 of surety bonds for all employees and officers who are 

31 entrusted with funds or property, shall provide for the 

32 keeping of a full and accurate record of all proceedings and 

33 of all resolutions, rules, and orders issued or adopted, and 

34 shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts 

35 and disbursements. 
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1 Sec. 3. Section 467A.7, subsection 16, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 16. The commissioners shall, as a condition for the 

4 receipt of any state cost-sharing funds for permanent soil 

5 conservation practices, require the owner of the land on which 

6 the practices are to be established to covenant and file, in 

7 the office of the soil and water conservation district of the 

8 county in which the land is located, an agreement identifying 

9 the particular lands upon which the practices for which state 

10 cost-sharing funds are to be received will be established, and 

11 providing that the project will not be removed, altered, or 

12 modified so as to lessen its effectiveness without the consent 

13 of the commissioners, obtained in advance and based on 

14 guidelines drawn up by the state soil conservation committee, 

15 for a period of twenty years after the date of receiving 

16 payment. The commissioners shall assist the div±~ion 

17 committee in the enforcement of this subsection. The 

18 agreement does not create a lien on the land, but is a charge 

19 personally against the owner of the land at the time of 

20 removal, alteration, or modification if an administrative 

21 order is made under section 467A.6l, subsection 3. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 467A.l0, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 467A.l0 DISCONTINUANCE OF DISTRICTS. 

25 At any time after five years after the organization of a 

26 district under this chapter, any twenty-five owners of land 

27 lying within the boundaries of the district, but in no case 

28 less than twenty percent of the owners of land lying within 

29 the district, may file a petition with the d±v±~±on committee 

30 asking that the operations of the district be terminated and 

31 the existence of the district discontinued. The committee may 

32 conduct public meetings and public hearings upon the petition 

33 as necessary to assist in the consideration of the petition. 

34 Within sixty days after a petition has been received by the 

35 d±v±~±on committee, the division shall give due notice of the 
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1 ho16ing of a referendum, shall supervise the referendum, and 

2 shall issue appropriate rules governing the conduct of the 

3 referendum,-the. The question is to be submitted by ballots 

4 upon which the words "For terminating the existence of the 

5 •.•..•••••••••.. (name of the soil and water conservation 

6 district to be here inserted)" and "Against terminating the 

7 existence of the •••••••••••••••• (name of the soil and water 

8 conservation district to be here inserted)" shall be printed, 

9 with a square before each proposition and a direction to 

10 insert an X mark in the square before one or the other of the 

11 propositions as the voter favors or opposes discontinuance of 

12 the district. All owners of lands lying within the boundaries 

13 of the district are eligible to vote in the referendum. No 

14 informalities in the conduct of the referendum or in any 

15 matters relating to the referendum invalidate the referendum 

16 or the result of the referendum if notice was given 

17 substantially as provided in this section and if the 

18 referendum was fairly conducted. 

19 When sixty-five percent of the landowners vote to terminate 

20 the existence of the district, the d±v±g±en committee shall 

21 advise the commissioners to terminate the affairs of the 

22 district. The commissioners shall dispose of all property 

23 belonging to the district at public auction and shall pay over 

24 the proceeds of 'the sale to be deposited into the state 

25 treasury. The commissioners shall then file an application, 

26 duly verified, with the secretary of state for the 

27 discontinuance of the district, and shall transmit with the 

28 application the certificate of the d±v±g±en committee setting 

29 forth the determination of the d±v±g±en committee that the 

30 continued operation of the district is not administratively 

31 practicable and feasible. The application shall recite that 

32 the property of the district has been disposed of and the 

33 proceeds paid over as provided in this section, and shall set 

34 forth a full accounting of the properties and proceeds of the 

35 sale. The secretary of state shall issue to the commissioners 
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a certificate of dissolution and shall record tre certificate 

in an appropriate book of record in the secretary of state's 

office. 

Upon issuance of a certificate of dissolution under this 

section, all ordinances and regulations previously adopted and 

in force within the districts are of no further force and 

effect. All contracts previously entered into, to which the 

district or commissioners are parties, remain in force and 

effect for the period provided in the contracts. The o±~±~ieft 

committee is substituted for the district or commissioners as 

11 party to the contracts. The o±~±~±eft committee is entitled to 

12 all benefits and subject to all liabilities under the 

13 contracts and has the same right and liability to perform, to 

14 require performance, to sue and be sued, and to modify or 

15 terminate the contracts by mutual consent or otherwise, as the 

16 commissioners of the district would have had. 

17 The o±~i~±eft committee shall not entertain petitions for 

18 the discontinuance of any district nor conduct referenda upon 

19 discontinuance petitions nor make determinations pursuant to 

20 the petitions in accordance with this chapter, more often than 

21 once in five years. 

~ · -22 Sec. 5. Section 467A.ll, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 467A.ll REPORT TO GOVERNOR. 

25 The o±~±~±eft committee shall submit to the governor, no 

26 later than January 1 next preceding each biennial legislative 

27 session, a report which shall state the number and acreage of 

28 districts in existence or in process of organization, together 

29 with an estimate of the number and probable acreage of the 

30 districts which may be organized during the ensuing biennial 

31 fiscal period, and a statement of the balances of funds, if 

32 any, available to the o±~±~±eft committee for its 

33 administrative and other expenses arising from this chapter, 

34 and for allocation among the several districts during the 

35 ensuing biennial fiscal period. 
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1 Sec. 6. Section 467A.l2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 467A.l2 STATEMENT TO DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT. 

4 On or before September 1 next preceding each annual 

5 legislative session, the d±~±~±on committee shall submit to 

6 the department of management, on official estimate blanks 

7 furnished for those purposes, statements and estimates of the 

8 expenditure requirements for each fiscal year, and a statement 

9 of the balance of funds, if any, available to the d±v±~±en 

10 committee, and the estimates of the d±~±~±en committee as to 

sums needed for the administrative and other expenses of 

committee and division for the purposes of this chapter. 

11 the 

12 the 

13 Sec~ 7. Section 467A.42, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b, 

14 Code 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

15 a. "Permanent soil and water conservation practices" means 

16 planting of perennial grasses, legumes, shrubs, or trees, the 

17 establishment of grassed waterways, and the construction of 

18 terraces, or other permanent soil and water practices approved 

19 by the d±v±~±on committee. 

20 b. "Temporary soil and water conservation practices" means 

21 planting of annual or biennial crops, use of strip-cropping, 

22 contour planting, or minimum or mulch tillage, and any other 

23 cultural practices approved by the d±v±~±en committee. 

24 Sec. 8. Section 467A.44, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 

25 

26 

27 

28 

1989, is amended to 

The commissioners 

district shall, with 

administrative order 

read as follows: 

of each soil and water conservation 

approval of and within time limits set 

of the d±v±~±en state soil conservation 

29 committee, adopt reasonable regulations as are deemed 

30 necessary to establish a soil loss limit or limits for the 

31 district and provide for the implementation of the limit or 

by 

32 limits, and may subsequently amend or repeal their regulations 

33 as they deem necessary. The d±v±~±on committee shall review 

34 the soil loss limit regulations adopted by the soil and water 

3~ conservation districts at least once every five years, and 
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1 shall recommend changes in the regulations of ;., soil and water 

2 conservation district which the d±~±~±on committee deems ---·--

3 necessary to assure that the district's soi, loss limits are 

4 reasonable and attainable. The commissioners may: 

5 Sec. 9. Section 467A.45, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

6 follows: 

'!Y.:JJj}-7 467A. 45 SUBMISSION OF REGULATIONS TO DIVISION -- HEARING. 

8 Regulations which the commissioners propose to adopt, 

9 amend, or repeal shall be submitted to the d±~±~±on committee, 

10 in a form prescribed by the d±~±~±on committee, for its 

11 approval. The d±~±~±on committee may approve the regulations 

12 as submitted, or with amendments as it deems necessary. The 

13 commissioners shall, after approval, publish notice of hearing 

14 on the proposed regulations, as approved, in a newspaper of 

15 general circulation in the district, setting a date and time 

16 not less than ten nor more than thirty days after the 

17 publication when a hearing on the proposed regulations will be 

18 held at a specified place. The notice shall include the full 

19 text of the proposed regulations or shall state that the 

20 proposed regulations are on file and available for review at 

21 the office of the affected soil and water conservation 

22 district. 

23 Sec. 10. Section 467A.46, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

24 follows: 

25 467A.46 CONDUCT OF HEARING. 

26 At the hearing, the commissioners or their designees shall 

27 explain, in reasonable detail, the reasons why adoption, 

28 amendment, or repeal of the regulations is deemed necessary or 

29 advisable. Any landowner, or any occupant of land who would 

30 be affected by the regulations, shall be afforded an 

31 opportunity to be heard for or against the proposed 

32 regulations. At the conclusion of the hearing, the 

33 commissioners shall announce and enter of record their 

34 decision whether to adopt or modify the proposed regulations. 

35 Any modification must be approved by the d±~±~±on committe~, 
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1 which may at i~s discretion order the commissioners to 

2 republish the regulations and hold another hearing in the 

3 manner prescribed by this chapter. 

4 Sec. 11. Section 467A.48, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1989, 

5 are amended to read as follows: 

6 1. An owner or occupant of land in this state is not 

7 required to establish any new permanent or temporary soil and 

8 water conservation practice unless public or other cost-

9 sharing funds have been specifically approved for that land 

10 and actually made available to the owner or occupant. The 

ll amount of cost-sharing funds made available shall not exceed 

12 seventy-five percent of the estimated cost as established by 

13 the commissioners of a permanent soil and water conservation 

14 practice, or seventy-five percent of the actual cost, 

15 whichever is less, or an amount set by the e±v±~±oft committee 

16 for a temporary soil and water conservation practice, except 

17 as otherwise provided by law with respect to land classified 

18 as agricultural land under conservation cover. The 

19 commissioners shall establish the estimated cost of permanent 

20 soil and water conservation practices in the district based 

21 upon one and two-tenths of the average cost of the practices 

22 installed in the district during the previous year. The 

23 average costs shall be reviewed and approved by the 

24 commissioners each calendar year. 

25 2. The e±v±~±oft committee shall review these requirements 

26 once each year, and may authorize soil and water conservation 

27 district commissioners to make the mandatory establishment of 

28 any specified soil and water conservation practice in any 

29 particular case conditional on a higher proportion of public 

30 cost-sharing than is required by this section. When the 

31 commissioners have been so authorized, they shall, in 

32 determining the amount of cost-sharing for establishment of a 

33 specified soil and water conservation practice to comply with 

34 an administrative order issued pursuant to section 467A.47, 

35 consider the extent to which the practice will contribute 
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benefits to the public in relation to the benef~ts that will 

accrue to the individual owner or occupant of the land on 

which the practice is to be established. Evidence that an 

application for public or other cost-sharing funds, from a 

source or sources having authority to pay a portion of the 

cost of work needed to comply with an administrative order 

issued pursuant to section 467A.47, has been submitted to the 

proper officer or agency constitutes commencement of the work 

within the meaning of sections 467A.43 through 467A.53. 

-:10 Sec. 12. Section 467A.71, subsection 3, unnumbered 

11 paragraph 1, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

12 The d±~±e±oH committee may: 

13 Sec. 13. Notwithstanding this Act persons appointed to 

14 serve on the soil conservation committee before July 1, 1989, 

15 may serve out their terms as provided in chapter 467A. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill restores powers and duties which had been 

18 specifically delegated to the state soil conservation 

19 committee before reorganization which provided that the powers 

20 and duties are delegated to the soil conservation division 

21 within the department of agriculture and land stewardship. 

22 The committee is directed to adopt a seal. The committee is 

23 granted authority to perform acts, hold hearings, adopt rules, 

24 and employ administrative staff. 

25 The committee replaces the division as the agency 

26 responsible for a number of administrative duties relating to 

27 discontinuance of districts, reporting to the governor and 

!28 department of management, approval of soil and water 

29 conservation practices, approval of regulations by 

30 commissioners, and to contract, sue, and be sued in 

31 administering the conservation practices revolving loan fund, 

and authorize payments from the fund. The committee is 

1

32 

33 charged with recommending three persons to the secretary 

34 agriculture for appointment as division director. The 

of 

35 committee is also charged with approving the budget for the 
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S~NAT€ CLIP SHEET MARCH 29, 1989 

SENATE fiLE 318 
S-3450 

l Amend Senate File 318 as follows: 
2 ?age 1, line 6, by insetting after the word 
3 11 Comt,·i~tee·• t~e Ec!.lowing: ",pursuant to section 
4 467A.4 subsection 2,''. 
~· 2. Pa.~~ i, lir~ea, by striking the wocd and 
6 figure u:r.rough 3 11 and i.nserting the following: "and 
7 2". 
3 
9 

:c 
ll 

3. 2age l, :.ine ~8. by inserting after the figure 
''l?A." the fol~owing: ''If a differerice exists bet~een 
the conun1t:ee and secretary reqacding the con':e~t :Jf a 
proposec ru~e. :he secretary shall no~ify the 

12 chairoe::so:1 of the ccmmit':ee of ~he dtffere:·,c-e ·..;1:!-:~n 
lJ thirtv days from the __ co1nrr~ittee's ac::io_n on the ru:e~ 
l4 fb:: sec!'etary and :h~- corErr.ittee shall meet to r~scive 
lS ~he ~=~~er~"ce ·-·=~ht·~ ~h;rt·: ~avs at"•er •he ··ecre~arv '- ' ..... .:. : • .L. t:>l "'l. ..... " ••• '-··· .. ' ~ J '- .•• j- .. \_ • 

16 orovides the committee ~ith notice of the di~Eerence." 
1. 7 -- 1. Page l, :.ine 32, by inser~ir-:g a:ter the word 
:a r•county.•• the fol:owing: ''The boundaries of th~ 
i9 geographic tegions snall be establtshed by tule." 
20 5. ?age 2, ~y strikir.g li0es 8 through lO and 
21 inserting the ~allowing: ''adv1sory capaci:y o~ly. 

The cvmmittee :na--..' aer:orm acts, r.old oublic !-:ea~i:;qs, 
and oroocse ~ules cursuant to''. 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

6. Page 2, :.ine :5, by ::1sec::ng after the word 
''secretary." ~he fol~owing: ''After reviewinq t~e 

names submitted, the secretary ~ay request t~e soi~ 
27 conservation comm1ttee to submit additional names for 

consideration ... 28 
29 
30 
31 

7. ?age 2, by striking lines 17 through 2i ar.d 
inserting the fallowing: ''fer tte division. ~he 

secretarv, at :he earlies: oooortunity and ~:ior :o 
J2 Eorrnulatir:g a budaet, shall :neet with ::enrese:;ta~:~·,,.es 

33 of ~he committee :o discuss the committee's 
34 recomrr;e:1dation. T~e ccnun.:.ttee ot division". 
35 8. 3y str1~i:1g page 2, line 35 thro~gh page 4, 
36 l.ir.e 2!.. 
37 9. By striking page 6, 1-ine 22 through ;>age , , 
38 line 12. 
39 10. ?age 8, ~:~e 7, by stri~i~g the wor~ 
40 ''DIVISION'' and ~nsertir.g the ~allowing: ''9fY~Si9N 
4l C0~"-1I-~T£E". 

42 --· ?age lO, by strik£~g lines 10 th:o~gn ~2. 
i3 l2. 3y renu~be~:ng as necessary. 

By .;:Y. t<IORDA:< 

S-3450 c7rlt;pt;:J]:)q~9~ (p. JCB3) 
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S-3717 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 318 

1 Amend Senate File 318 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 18, by inserting after the word 
4 "propose" the following: "and approve". 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOOSE 

S-3717 FILED APRIL 17, 1989 
- b 1' L >I ~ " '':'1 \,"-. 1 I/, /':: 

·\i-:- ,,. !fl.·L u .... , !.\.l..A ... I If v :...,..._. . \.. 

• 
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BY CO~M:TTE2 ON 

AGRICGC,TUR£ 

(SUCCESSOR TO SSB 210) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 30. 1989) 

- New Language by :he Senate 

• - Language Stricke~ by the Senace 

1.2.L Passed Senate, Date 'i ·\S -~( pJ51'5) ?as sed 

Ayes 
1---jc; Nays 0 vo:e: 

. ' 
Hcc:se, Date · ;-; :j~ff! (Fo7i) 

Vote: 

2?1-81 (p 8tB) 
Ayes C\'3 Nays ~~--

.!\pprcved 

A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the state soil conservation corr"'~ittee, by 

2 providing for the composition of the co~ittee and cts powers ~ 

3 and duties. ~ 
4 BE IT ENACTE~ BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Of THS STATE OF IOWA: ~ -5 oC 
6 
., 
' 
8 

9 

10 

'1 ·-
12 

~3 

:4 
~5 

l6 

' 7 -
:.a 
l9 

SENATE FILE 318 H-3889 
1 Amend Senate File 318 as amended passed, and 

reprinted by the_senate, as follows; 2 
3 
4 

., l. Page 2 • 11ne 18, by inserting after the word 
propose" the following: "and approve". 

By PELLETT of Cass 
1989 

SF 318 

---------------------- --- --~~-----



S.F. H.f. 

l Section l. Section 159.5, subsection 14, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as Eollows: 

3 14. Establish and maintain a division ot s~il 

4 conservation. The division administrator shall be appointed 

5 by the secretary _froqt a list of narr.es oE perso!".S recommended 

6 by the soil conservation co~~ittee, pursuant to section 

7 467A.4, subsec~ion 2, and shalt serve at the pleasure of the 

8 secretary. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 467A.4, subsections " ar.d 2, Code :989, 

10 are amended to read as follows: 

ll 

12 

The soil conservation division 1s 

the depa:tffien~ to pereorm ~he ~unctions 

establisr.ed within 

confer~ed tJpcn it in 

13 chapters 

14 shall be 

83, 83A, ar.d 467A through 46?9 4672. .. ~r:e divisio:-: 

administered :n accordance with the pol:cies of t~e 

15 state soil conservation committee, which shall advise t~1e 

16 division and wh~ch shall approve administrat~ve :ules proposed 

l7 by the division :or the administration of chapters 83, 83A, 

18 and 467A through 46~9 467F before the rules are adopted 

19 pursuant to chapter c7A. If a difference ex:sts Detwee~ t~e 

20 committee ar.d secretary ~egarding :he co~tent JE a prooosed -2: r"le "he sec"eta•·'/ s"al 1 ~ot- i <.,, ""e c"a' 'ne'~on .-::: u. , \,.. ~ L • • ..L • ; ~ .... L '-.. • J- .1. ~ jJ .. ,J • -

~~ ... ---·· 23 committee's action o~ t~e r~le. . --The s~c~otarv a~d ti~e 

c;a-~·.,...-;>,o,-~..;;:11'!1:,.,-_ -. , - " • 

2S days after !:.he secre:ar·v· o:-c\1iCes ::he ::::o~mit~ee ~..,i:h no-:.:.ce 
--~~ ""~-~~...,...- _.... m 

:'he stat.e soil co::servat.:.cn ce::nfni:tee 

27 consists of a chai~pe:so~ a~d ~e~ eight ~ther ·1oti~g me~:bers. 

23 ~he :o::.lowing sha~.: serve as ex o~:~c:.o 

~~e director of the :owa csop~~ati·.·e ~x~e~si~~ 

JJ service ~n agr~cu::ure a~d ~one eco~omics, ~r r~e di~~c~~r's 

31 designee, and t~2 direc:or of ~~e depar:~e~: c~ ~a!:~ra~ 

32 rescurces or ~he d~~ector·s dc~~gnee. 
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l resident of each of the six geograoh1c recions !n the state, 

2 including northwest, southwest, north central, south central, 

3 northeast, and southeast Iowa, w6ter-re~o~~ee-cii~t~±e~~ 

4 estabt~~he~-by-seet±on-•61973 7 and no more than one of whom 

5 shall be a residen~ oE any one county. The boundaries of the 

6 geographic regions shall be established bv ru~e. The sevent~. 

7 eighth, and ninth appointive members shall be chosen by the 

8 governor from the state at :arge with one appointed to be a 

9 representative of cit~es, one appointed to be a representative 

lO of the mining industry, and one appointee who :s a far~er 

26 consideration. ~he co~~it:ee shall recommend to the secretary 

27 each year a budget for the division. ~he sec~e~ary, at :~e 

28 earliest oppor~~~icy and prior to formulating a b~dcet, sna~~ 

29 :neet with reoresentatives of the cor.unittee to d.:.sc.1ss tt:e 

30 co~~ic:ee's reco~~endation. The corr~ittee or division ~ay 

31 call upon the attorney general of tt:e state for necessary 

32 legal services. The co~~ictee :nay delegate to i:s 

33 chairperson, to one or more of its members, or ~o one or xore 

34 agents or employees, powers and duties as it deems proper. 

35 Upon request of the committee, for :he t:H.lrpose oE carrying out 
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l any of the functions assigned the committee or the department 

2 by law, the supervising officer o: any state agency, or of any 

3 state institution of learning shall, insofar as possible u~der 

4 available appropr1ations, and having due regard to the needs 

5 of the agency to whicn the request is directed, assign or 

6 detail the request to the s:aff or personnel of the agency or 

institution of learning, and make the special reports, 

surveys, or stud1es as the comm:ttee requests. 

7 

8 

9 

:o 
Sec. 3. Section 467A.l0, Code l989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

ll 467A.l0 DISCONTINUANCE OF DIS~RICTS. 

:.2 

l3 

14 

At any time after five years after :he organization of a 

district under this chapter, any twenty-five owners of land 

lying within the boundaries of the district, but in no case 

:s less than twenty percent of the owners of land :yi~g with~n 

16 the district, may file a petition Wlth the d~~±~±on co~~i:tee 

17 asking that the operations of :he district be terminated and 

18 the existence of the district discontinued. rr.e committee may 

!9 conduct public meetings and public hearings upon ~he petition 

20 as necessary to assist in the consideration of the petition. 

2l Withi~ sixty days after a peti:ion has been received by the 

22 divisi(H, commi:tee, the division sha.;.l give d\..:e ;tO!:ice of the 

23 holding of a re~erendum, shall s~pervise the =~ferend~m, and 

24 shall issue appropriate rules governing ~he cond~ct of the 

25 referendum;--e!'te. 'The questi.on .:.s ::o be s:...:bmi ::ed by ba.:.:ots 

26 upon which the words ''For terrninat~ng the exis:e~ce o~ the 

2 7 •••••••••••••• < • (~arne of the so~l and water c~~ser·1atio~ 

28 district to be here inserted)" ::1nci ''i\ga.i:-1st ::.e:-~i.r.a:~::g :he 

29 exis::e::ce of ti'.e ............... . 

30 conservat:o~ dist:~c~ :o be ~ere i~ser~ed)'' 
. . 

p~1:-:tec., 

32 :nse:t an X ~a:k i~ :he square before c~e ~r ~~~e o~~er c~ :~e 

34 the distrj.ct. All cwners o~ :ands lying witt~~ :~e bounda::es 

35 of c~e d~str~c~ are e:isible :o vote in :~e :efece~Ju~. 

- 3-
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1 informalities i~ the conduct of ~he referendu~ or in any 

2 matters relating to the referendJm invalidate the referendum 

3 o~ the rest1it of the referendum if notice was give~ 

4 substantia~ly as provided in this section and if the 

5 referendum was fairly conducted. 

6 When sixty-five percent of the la11downers 'late to ter~i~ate 

7 the existence of the distr~ct, the d±vi~ion committee shall 

8 advise rhe commissioners ~o terminate the a:'fairs of tl'e 

9 cistrict. The c8mmissioners shall dispose of all property 

10 belonging to tne dis:rict at public aucc:on and shall pay over 

ll the proceeds of the sale to be deposited into the s~at~ 

:!..2 treasury. The cont"Tlissioners shall then file a:1 application, 

13 duly verified, with the secretary of state ~or the 

l4 discontinuance oE the district, and shall transm:: wit~ :he 

15 application the certificate of the d1c'l1c:!1cen cc:nm~t:ee setting 

16 forth the determination of the d±'l±~±e~ co~~ittee that ~he 

17 continued operation of the district is no: administcative~y 

18 practicable and feasible. The application shall recite that 

19 the property of the d1strict has been disposed of and the 

20 proceeds paid over as prov:ded :n this section, and shall set 

21 fort~ a ful: accounting of the properties and proceeds of t~e 

22 sale. The secreta:y of state shall iss~e to ~~e commissioners 

23 a certificate of dissol~tion and shall record the certiE1cate 

24 in an appropriate book of :ecord in ~he secretary of state's 

25 office. 

26 Upon ~ssuance of a certificate of dissolu~:o~ under this 

27 section, all crd~nances ar.d regulations previous~y adopted and 

28 in force withi~ the districts are of ~o fur:~er force a~d 

29 effect. All contrac~s previously entered ~nto, to wh:ch the 

31 

32 

30 district or comm:ssioners are parties, remain i~ f~rce and 

effect for the period prov:ded in the con:racts. che d±~~~±eM 

comml.ttee :s subst~tuted for the district or commissioners as 

33 party to the contracts. The d~tf±5±o~ corr.mi':te~ ~s entitJ.ed to 

34 all benefits and subject :o al: :iabi~i~ies under the 

35 contracts and has the same :ight and iiability to perform, :o 
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l require performance, to sue and be sued, and to modify or 

2 terminate :he contracts by mutual consent or otherwise, as the 

3 commissioners of the district would have had. 

4 The d±v±s1:on committee shall not entertain petitions for 

5 the discontinuance of any district nor conduct referenda upon 

6 discontinuance petitions nor make determinations pursuant :o 

7 the petitions in accordance with this chapter, more often than 

8 once ln five years. 

~ 9 Sec. 4. Section 467A.42, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b, 

10 Code 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

11 a. ''Permanent soil and water conservation practices'' means 

12 planting oE perennial grasses, legumes, shrubs, or trees, the 

13 establishment of grassed waterways, and the constr~ction of 

14 terraces, or other permanent soil and water practices approved 

15 by the division committee. 

16 b. ''Temporary soi~ and water conservation practices'' means 

17 planting of annual or biennial crops, use of strip-cropping, 

18 contour planting, or minimum or mulch ti:lage, and any other 

19 cultural practices approved by the d±v±:'!ion committee. 

20 Sec. 5. Section 467A.44, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

21 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

22 The commissioners of each soil and water conservation 

23 district shall, with approval of and within :ime limits set by 

24 administrat:ve order of the diw±sie~ state sell co~servation 

25 committee, adopt reasonab~e regulations as a~e dee~ed 

26 necessary to establ:sh a soil loss limit cr li~its for the 

27 district a~d p:ovide for the implementation of the 11m:t or 

28 :imits, and ~ay subsequently affiend or repea: :;.e:r regu:ar:0~s 

29 as they deem r.ecessary. '"!:'r;e d±..,±s±ert corr .. mit.tee s::all re~;iew 

30 the so1l icss limit regulatiocs adopted by t~e so1i a~d water 

31 conservation districts at least once every five years, and 

32 shall recommend changes .:.n ~he ::-egt:.:..a:io!;s o: a so1.:.. ar:d ·,.;a~er 

33 cor.ser•ia:..:.vn distric: 'N!1icr. ~~e 0+~-!:-~-!:en cor. .. rnittee dee:ns 

34 necessary to assure :~a: t~e dis:ric:'3 soi: loss :~mi=s a~e 

35 reasonable a::d a!:tai:1ab::.e. -:-r.e comniss~one!."s :nay: 

• 
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' '· Sec. 6. Sect1on 467A.45, Code !989, is a~ended to :ead as 

2 Eo:.Lows: 

3 t.G7f,. 4S SUBI~ISS:O:~ 0? RSGUU\TIONS TO Bf",fi'St8N COP' ... '-'. ITT:::;:: 

4 P.EARING. 

S REg~lations w~ich ~he co~~issi0~ers p~o~ose to adopt, 

6 amend, or repeal sha:.:; be subrr.i~ted ::o the d±-'t't-g!:~n coi:'"uili~,:~ee, 

7 in a for~ prescribed by the di~t~ton com~ittee, ~2r 1ts 

8 approval. Tr.e ci:t<t~~ten ££~~tt_~~ ~ay ap?rO\te ::,e :.-Pc;u2.at.ions 

9 as submitted, cr with a~e~dme~tz as it deems ~ecessary. ~~e 

10 ccmmJ.SSloners shall, afte~ approva:, publis~ ~o:ice of hearing 

ll en the proposed regu:atio~s, as approved, i~ a newspaper of 

12 general circulation i~ the distr~ct, setti~g a da:e and t~~e 

l3 not less t~an ten nor more :~an :hirty days af:er the 

14 publication when a hearing on t~e prcposed reg~lations wi:l be 

15 !1eld a spec1fied place. ~he notice sr.all include :he f;_;ll 

16 text of the proposed regulations or shall sta~e that the 

17 proposed regulations are on file and available Eor review at 

18 the office of the affected soil and watet conservat~on 

19 district. 

20 Sec. 7. Section 467A.46, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 467A.46 CONDUCT OF Hi':ARING. 

23 At the !1ear1ng, the commiss~oners or :heir designees sha:: 

24 explain, in reasonable detail, the reasons why adoption, 

25 amendment, or tepeal o: the regulations is deemed necessary o: 

26 advisable. Any landowner, or any occupant of land who would 

27 be affected by the regulations, shall be afforded an 

28 opportunity co be heatd for or against the proposed 

29 regulations. At t~e concl~sion of the hearing, the 

30 co~~issioners shal: announce and enter of record tneir 

31 decision whether to adopt cr ~edify the proposed regulations. 

32 Any ~edification must be approved by the ~~~~~~o~ cor.~ittee, 

33 wh1ch may at its discretion ordet the commissioners to 

34 republish the regulations and hold another hearing in the 

35 manner prescribed by :his chapter. 

--)-
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l Sec. 8. Section 467A.48, subsections l and 2, Code 1989, 

2 are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. An owner or occupant of ~and :n th:s s~ate is not 

4 required to establish any new permanent or temporary soil and 

5 water conservation practice unless public or other cost-

6 sharing funds have been spec:fically approved for tha: land 

7 and actually made available to the owner or occupant. The 

8 amount of cost-sharing funds made available shall not exceed 

9 seventy-five percent of the estomated cost as established by 

10 the commissioners of a permanent soil and water ccnservat:on 

11 practice, or seventy-five percent of the actual cost, 

12 whichever is less, or an amount set by the d~~i~io~ committee 

~3 for a ~emporary soil and water conservation practice, except 

:4 as otherwise provided by !aw with respect to land class1f:ed 

15 as agricultural land under conservation cover. The 

16 co~IDlssioners shall establ1sh the estimated cost of permanent 

17 soil and water conservation practices in the district based 

18 upon one and two-tenths of the average cost of the practices 

19 installed in the district during the previous year. The 

20 average costs shall be reviewed and approved by the 

21 comm1ssioners each calendar year. 

22 2. The di.,±~i-OI"'! comrnittee shall re· ... ·iew these requiremen:.s 

23 once each year, and may aut~orize soil and water conservation 

24 dist~ict commissioners to make the ma~datory establishment of 

25 any specified soil and water conservation practice 1n any 

26 partic~lar case conditio~a~ on a nigher ?ropor~ion of p~blic 

27 cost-sharing than is requ~red by this section. When the 

28 co~~issioners have bee~ so authorized, they s~a~:, in 

29 dete:~ining ~~e a1nou~t ~f cost-shar~ng Eo~ es~abl~s~~ent 

30 spec~~~ed soil and wate~ conservation pract~c~ ~~ co~?~Y wi:~ 

3: a~ administ~a:ive order ~ssued ?~rsuan: :2 sec~~an ~67A.~7, 

32 co~s:der :he extenc to which the prac~ice will con:~ib~:e 

JJ be~eEits to t~e ?Ublic i~ relat~o~ to ::1e bene~~~s that ~ill 

34 accrue :c the ~ndividual ow~er or occupanc elf :~e land ~n 

15 which :he ?tac:ice LS :o be estab~ished. 
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i ~pp:icatic~ for public or o:hcr cost-shari~g f~nds, from a 

2 source or sources havi~g auttori:y to pay a portio~ of the 

3 cost: of work needed to comply with 
. . . . -

a~ ac~~nlstratl·;e oraer 

4 :sstied pursuant to section 46.7A.~7, has been submitted to the 

5 p~oper officer or agency consti~utes co~nence~ent :)f the wo:k 

6 within the meaning of sections 467A.43 througn 467A.53. 

i 

8 

9 

10 

1l 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

l8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sec. 9. ~otwiths:anding :his Act persons appoi~ted to 

serve on the soil conserva::ion comm~ttee before .:-uly l, :989, 

rr.ay serve out their terms as provided in chapter 467A. 
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1 An Act relating to the state soil conservation committee, by 
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1 Section 1. Section 159.5, subsection 14, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 14. Establish and maintain a division of soil 

4 conservation. The division administrator shall be appointed 

5 by the secretary from a list of names of persons recommended 

6 by the soil conservation committee and shall serve at the 

7 pleasure of the secretary. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 467A.4, subsections 1 through 3, Code 

9 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

10 1. The soil conservation division is established within 

11 the department to perform the functions conferred upon it in 

12 chapters 83, 83A, and 467A through 46~9 467F. The division 

13 shall be administered in accordance with the policies of the 

14 state soil conservation committee, which shall advise the 

15 division and which shall approve administrative rules proposed 

16 by the division for the administration of chapters 83, 83A, 

17 and 467A through 46~9 467F before the rules are adopted 

18 pursuant to chapter l7A. The state soil conservation 

19 committee consists of a chairperson and te" eight other voting 

20 members. The following shall serve as ex officio nonvoting 

21 members of the committee: The director of the Iowa 

22 cooperative extension service in agriculture and home 

23 economics, or the director's designee, and the director of the 

24 department of natural resources or the director's designee. 

25 Nine voting members shall be appointed by the governor subject 
26 to confirmation by the senate. Six of the appointive members 

27 shall be persons engaged in actual farming operations, one of 

28 whom shall be a resident of each of the six geographic regions 

29 in the state, including northwest, southwest, north central, 

30 south central, northeast, and southeast Iowa, weter-re~o~ree 

31 d±~tr±et~-e~teb%±~hed-by-~eet±o"-46~B.3, and no more than one 

32 of whom shall be a resident of any one county. The seventh, 

33 eighth, and ninth appointive members shall be chosen by the 

34 governor from the state at large with one appointed to be a 

35 representative of cities, one appointed to be a representative 
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l of the mining industry, and one appointee who is a farmer 

2 actively engaged in tree farming o~@ra~~ons. The co~~ittee 

3 may invite the secretary of agriculture of the United States 

4 to appoint one person to serve with the other members, and tte 

5 president of the Iowa county engineers association may 

6 designate a member of the association to serve in the same 

7 manner, but these persons have no vote and shall serve in an 

8 advisory capacity only. The committee shall adopt a seal, 

9 which shall be judicially noticed. The committee may perform 

10 acts, hold public hearings, and adopt rules as provided in 

11 chapter l7A as necessary for the execution of its functions. 

12 2. The co~~ittee shall recommend three persons to the 

13 secretary of agriculture who shall appoint from the persons 

14 recommended an administrative director to head the division 

15 who shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary. The 

16 committee shall reco~~end to the secretary each year a budget 

17 for the division. The co~~ittee shall approve a budget 

18 request each year prepared by the secretary to carry out the 

19 provisions of this chapter. The committee may increase, 
20 decrease, or strike an item within the department budget 

21 request before granting approval. The committee or division 

22 may call upon the attorney general of the state for necessary 

23 legal services. The committee may delegate to its 

24 chairperson, to one or more of its members, or to one or more 

25 agents or employees, powers and duties as it deems proper. 

26 Upon request of the committee, for the purpose of carrying out 

27 any of the functions assigned the committee or the department 

28 by law, the supervising officer of any state agency, or of any 

29 state institution of learning shall, insofar as possible under 

30 available appropriations, and having due regard to the needs 

31 of the agency to which the request is directed, assign or 

32 detail the request to the staff or personnel of the agency or 

33 institution of learning, and make the special reports, 

34 surveys, or studies as the committee requests. 

35 3. The committee shall designate its chairperson, and may 
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1 change the designation. The members appointed by the governor 

2 shall serve for a period of six years. Members shall be 

3 appointed in each odd-numbered year to succeed members whose 

4 terms expire as provided by section 69.19. Appointments may 

5 be made at other times and for other periods as necessary to 

6 fill vacancies on the committee. Members shall not be 

7 appointed to serve more than two complete six-year terms. 

8 Members designated to represent the director of the departmen: 

9 of natural resources and the director of the Iowa cooperative 

10 extension service in agriculture and home economics shall 

11 serve at the pleasure of the officer making the designation. 

12 A majority of the voting members of the committee constitutes 

13 a quorum, and the concurrence of a majority of the voting 

14 members of the committee in any matter within their duties •s 

15 required for its determination. The chairperson and members 

16 of the committee, not otherwise in the employ of the state or 

17 any political subdivision, shall receive forty dollars oer 

18 diem as compensation for their services in the discharge of 

19 their duties as members of the committee. The com~ittee shall 
20 determine the number of days for which a committee member may 

21 draw per diem compensation. However, the total number of days 

22 for which per diem compensation is allowed shall not exceed 

23 four hundred days per year. Members are entitled to actual 

24 expenses necessarily incurred in the discharge of their duties 

25 as members of the committee. The expenses paid to the 

26 committee members shall be paid from funds appropriated to the 

27 department or the committee. Eaeh-membe~-ef-the-eemm~ttee-may 

28 a~~o-be-e~i~ib~e-to-~eee±ve-eempen~at±en-a~-p~ov~ded-±n 

29 ~eetion-~E.6. The committee shall provide for the execution 

30 of surety bonds for all employees and officers who are 

31 entrusted with funds or property, shall provide for the 

32 keeping of a full and accurate record of all proceedings and 

33 of all resolutions, rules, and orders issued or adopted, and 

34 shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts 

35 and disbursements. 
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l Sec. 3. Section 467A.7, subsection 16, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 16. The commissioners shall, as a condition for the 

4 receipt of any state cost-sharing funds for permanent soil 

5 conservation practices, require the owner of the land on which 

6 the practices are to be established to covenant and file, ln 

7 the office of the soil and water conservation district of the 

8 county in which the land is located, an agreement identifying 

9 the particular lands upon which the practices for which state 

10 cost-sharing funds are to be received will be established, and 

ll providing that the project will not be removed, altered, or 

12 modified so as to lessen its effectiveness without the conse~t 

13 of the commissioners, obtained in advance and based on 

14 guidelines drawn up by the state soil conservation committee, 

15 for a period of twenty years after the date of receiving 

16 payment. The commissioners shall assist the ~~~±~±on 

17 committee in the enforcement of this subsection. The 

18 agreement does not create a lien on the land, but is a charge 

19 personally against the owner of the land at the time of 

20 removal, alteration, or modification if an administrative 

21 order is made under section 467A.61, subsection 3. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 467A.l0, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 467A.l0 DISCONTINUANCE OF DISTRICTS. 

25 At any time after five years after the organization of a 

26 district under this chapter, any twenty-five owners of land 

27 lying within the boundaries of the district, but in no case 

28 less than twenty percent of the owners of land lying within 

29 the district, may file a petition with the d±~±~±o" committee 

30 asking that the operations of the district be terminated and 

31 the existence of the district discontinued. The committee may 

32 conduct public meetings and public hearings upon the petition 

33 as necessary to assist in the consideration of the petition. 

34 Within sixty days after a petition has been received by the 

35 ~±~±~±o" committee, the division shall give due notice of the 
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~ holding of a referendum, shall supervise the referendum, and 

2 shall issue appropriate rules governing the conduct of the 

3 referendum7 -t"e. The question is to be submitted by ballots 

4 upon which the words "For terminating the existence of the 

5 •..••..........• (name of the soil and water conservation 

6 district to be here inserted)'' and ''Against terminating the 

7 existence of the ................ (name of the soil and water 

8 conservation district to be here inserted)" shall be printed, 

9 with a square before each proposition and a direction to 

10 insert an X mark in the square before one or the other of the 

ll propositions as the voter favors or opposes discontinuance of 
12 the district. All owners of lands lying within the boundaries 

13 of the district are eligible to vote in the referendum. No 

14 informalities in the conduct of the referendum or in any 

15 matters relating to the referendum invalidate the referendum 

16 or the result of the referendum if notice was given 

17 substantially as provided in this section and if the 

18 referendum was fairly conducted. 

19 When sixty-five percent of the landowners vote to terminate 

20 the existence of the district, the e~v~~~e~ co~~ittee shall 

21 advise the commissioners to terminate the affairs of the 

22 district. The commissioners shall dispose of all property 

23 belonging to the district at public auction and shall pay over 

24 the proceeds of the sale to be deposited into the state 

25 treasury. The commissioners shall then file an application, 

26 duly verified, with the secretary of state for the 

27 discontinuance of the district, and shall transmit with the 

28 application the certificate of the divi~ie~ committee setting 

29 forth the determination of the e~~i~ie~ committee that the 

30 continued operation of the district is not administratively 

3l practicable and feasible. The application shall recite that 

32 the property of the district has been disposed of and the 

33 proceeds paid over as provided in this section, and shall set 

34 forth a full accounting of the properties and proceeds of the 

35 sale. The secretary of state shall issue to the commissioners 
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a certificate of dissolution and shall record the certificate 

in an appropriate book of record in the secretary of state's 

office. 

Upon issuance of a certificate of dissolution under this 

section, all ordinances and regulations previously adopted and 

in force within the districts are of no further force and 

effect. All contracts previously entered into, to which the 

district or commissioners are parties, remain in force and 

effect for the period provided in the contracts. The divi~±en 

corr~ittee is substituted for the district or commissioners as 

11 party to the contracts. The divi~ien committee is entitled to 

:2 all benefits and subject tc all liabilities under the 

13 contracts and has the same right and liability to perform, to 

14 require performance, to sue and be sued, and to modify or 

15 terminate the contracts by mutual conse~t or otherwise, as the 

16 commissioners of the district would have had. 

17 The d±v±~±en committee shall not entertain petitions for 

19 

20 

21 

18 the discontinuance of any district nor conduct referenda upon 

discontinuance petitions nor make determinations pursuant to 

the petitions in accordance with this chapter, more often than 

once in five years. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sec. 5. Section 467A.ll, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

467A.ll REPORT TO GOVERNOR. 

The d±v±~±on committee shall submit to the governor, no 

later than January 1 next preceding each biennial legislative 

session, a report which shall state the number and acreage of 

districts in existence or in process of organization, together 

with an estimate of the number and probable acreage of the 

districts which may be organized during the ensuing biennial 

fiscal period, and a statement of the balances of funds, if 

any, available to the d±visien committee for its 

administrative and other expenses arising from this chapter, 

and for allocation among the several districts during the 

ensuing biennial fiscal period. 
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1 Sec. 6. Section 467A.l2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 467A.l2 STATEMENT TO DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT. 

4 On or before September 1 next preceding each annual 

5 legislative session, the divi~io~ committee shall submit to 

6 the department of management, on official estimate blanks 

7 furnished for those purposes, statements and estimates of the 

8 expenditure requirements for each fiscal year, and a statemen~ 

9 of the balance of funds, if any, available to the divisio~ 

10 committee, and the estimates of the division committee as to 

11 the sums needed for the administrative and other expenses of 

12 the committee and division for the purposes of this chapte~. 

13 Sec. 7. Section 467A.42, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b, 

14 Code 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

15 a. "Permanent soil and water conservation practices'' means 

16 planting of perennial grasses, legumes, shrubs, or trees, the 

17 establishment of grassed waterways, and the construction of 

18 terraces, or other permanent soil and water practices approved 

19 by the division committee. 

20 b. ''Temporary soil and water conservation practices'' means 

21 planting of annual or biennial crops, use of strip-croppi~g, 

22 contour planting, or minimum or mulch tillage, and any other 

23 cultural practices approved by the division committee. 

24 Sec. 8. Section 467A.44, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

25 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

26 The commissioners of each soil and water conservation 

27 district shall, with approval of and within time limits set by 

28 administrative order of the divi~io~ state soil conservation 

29 committee, adopt reasonable regulations as are deemed 

30 necessary to establish a soil loss limit or limits for the 

31 district and provide for the implementation of the limit or 

32 limits, and may subsequently amend or repeal their regulations 

33 as they deem necessary. The divisio~ committee shall review 

34 the soil loss limit regulations adopted by the soil and water 

35 conservation districts at least once every five years, and 
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l shall recommend changes in the regulations of a soil and water 

2 conservation district which the d~~~~~o~ co~~ittee deems 

3 necessary to assure that the district's soil loss limits are 

4 reasonable and attainable. The commissioners may: 

5 Sec. 9. Section 467A.45, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

6 follows: 

7 467A.45 SUBMISSION OF REGULATIONS TO DIVISION -- HEARING. 

8 Regulations which the commissioners propose to adopt, 

9 amend, or repeal shall be submitted to the divi~io~ committee, 

10 in a form prescribed by the divi~io~ committee, for its 

ll approval. The d±vi~io~ committee may approve the regulations 

12 as submitted, or with amendments as it dee~s necessa"Y· The 

13 commissioners shall, after approval, publish notice of hearing 

14 on the proposed regulations, as approved, in a newspaper of 

15 general circulation in the district, setting a date and time 

16 not less than ten nor more than thirty days after the 

17 publication when a hearing 

18 held at a specified place. 

on the proposed regulations will be 

The notice shall include the full 

19 text of the proposed regulations or shall state that the 

20 proposed regulations are on file and available for review at 

21 the office of the affected soil and water conservation 

22 district. 

23 sec. 10. Section 467A.46, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

24 follows: 

25 467A.46 CONDUCT OF HEARING. 

26 At the hearing, the commissioners or their designees shall 

27 explain, in reasonable detail, the reasons why adoption, 

28 amendment, or repeal of the regulations is deemed necessary or 

29 advisable. Any landowner, or any occupant of land who would 

30 be affected by the regulations, shall be afforded an 

31 opportunity to be heard for or against the proposed 

32 regulations. At the conclusion of the hearing, the 

33 commissioners shall announce and enter of record their 

34 decision whether to adopt or modify the proposed regulations. 

35 Any modification must be approved by the d±v±~±on committee, 
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1 which may at its discretion order the commissioners to 

2 republish the regulations and hold another hearing in the 

3 manner prescribed by this chapter. 

4 Sec. 11. Section 467A.48, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1989, 

5 are amended to read as follows: 

6 1. An owner or occupant of land in this state is noc 

7 required to establish any new permanent or temporary soil and 

8 water conservation practice unless public or other cost-

9 sharing funds have been specifically approved for that land 

10 and actually made available to the owner or occupant. The 

11 amount of cost-sharing funds made available shall not exceed 

12 seventy-five percent of the estimated cost as established by 

13 the commissioners of a permanent soil and water conservation 

14 practice, or seventy-five percent of the actual cost, 

15 whichever is less, or an amount set by the d±~±~ion co~~ittee 

16 for a temporary soil and water conservation practice, except 

17 as otherwise provided by law with respect to land classified 

18 as agricultural land under conservation cover. The 

19 commissioners shall establish the estimated cost of per~anent 

20 soil and water conservation practices in the district based 

21 upon one and two-tenths of the average cost of the practices 

22 installed in the district during the previous year. The 

23 average costs shall be reviewed and approved by the 

24 commissioners each calendar year. 

25 2. The di~±~±on committee shall rev~ew these requirements 

26 once each year, and may authorize soil and water conservation 

27 district commissioners to make the mandatory establishment of 

28 any specified soil and water conservation practice in any 

29 particular case conditional on a higher proportion of public 

30 cost-sharing than is required by this section. When the 

31 commissioners have been so authorized, they shall, in 

32 determining the amount of cost-sharing for establishment of a 

33 specified soil and water conservation practice to comply with 

34 an administrative order issued pursuant to section 467A.47, 

35 consider the extent to which the practice will contribute 

-9-



. 

-

e 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

S.F . H.F. 

benefits to the public in relation to the benefits that will 
accrue to the individual owner or occupant of the land on 

which the practice is to be established. Evidence that an 
application for public or other cost-sharing funds, from a 

source or sources having authority to pay a portion of the 

cost of work needed to comply with an administrative order 

issued pursuant to section 467A.47, has been submitted to the 

proper officer or agency constitutes commencement of the work 

within the meaning of sections 467A.43 through 467A.53. 

10 Sec. 12. Section 467A.71, subsection 3, unnumbered 

11 paragraph 1, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

12 The ~~~~~~o~ committee may: 

13 Sec. 13. Notwithstanding this Act persons appointed to 
14 serve on the soil conservation committee before July 1, 1989, 

15 may serve out their terms as provided in chapter 467A. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill restores powers and duties which had been 

18 specifically delegated to the state soil conservation 

19 committee before reorganization which provided that the powers 

20 and duties are delegated to the soil conservation division 

21 within the department of agriculture and land stewardship. 

22 The committee is directed to adopt a seal. The committee is 

23 granted authority to perform acts, hold hearings, adopt rules, 

24 and employ administrative staff. 

25 The committee replaces the division as the agency 

26 responsible for a number of administrative duties relating to 

27 discontinuance of districts, reporting to the governor and 

28 

29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

department of management, approval of soil and water 

conservation practices, approval of regulations by 

commissioners, and to contract, sue, and be sued in 

administering the conservation practices revolving loan fund, 

and authorize payments from the fund. The committee is 

charged with recommending three persons to the secretary of 

agriculture for appointment as division director. The 

committee is also charged with approving the budget for the 
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SENATE PlLE 318 

AN ACT 

Rt:I,A'TING TO THE STATP. SQJI, CONSF:RVATION COMMITTEE, BY PROVIDING 

FOR THt: COMPOSITION OF TUP. COMMITTEE AND I1'S POWF.RS AND 

OU1' I E:S. 

BE 11' £tlAC'l'ED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Of 'THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Secl.ion 1. Section 1S9.5, flubsect.ion 14, Code 1989, is 

amended to read cl!!. follows: 

14. Establish and maintairl a division of soi.l 

consecv.lt.l.on, The division administrator shall be appointed 

by the sec r e t..t r y ~ r o~ ~ ~. ~; ~ _!_2..·L!:l.!!.~.B:.--~LP~ ~.!!_q_!_l_s __ t_~~!_nded 

t.£i __ ~~.!.£.- ao i 1 c:E.~~.f!_r.~at.iof'! .. c.~J.~~~~-~~ .. PU_! suant to sect ip__!! 

Senat.e f".i lP .HS, • 4~67A. __ 4.!.~.!!ubsect~i..?.:~ .... 2.! and shall serve at thP. pleasure of the 

!!.E'Cr~tcH y • 

SPc. 2. Section 467A. 4, Sltbaection!l 1 and 1, Code 19!!9, 

are amendPd to re.ad as follow3: 

1. The soil conservation divi3ion is established within 

the department to perforf'l the functions confP.rred upon it in 

chapt.ers 83, 8JA, and 467A through 4619 !_6_7F". The division 

$hall be ad.'ninistered in accordance with the policies of the 

!!.t..a~.e $Oil conservation cotl\tllittee, which shall advise the 

division and which shall approve administr.ative rules proposed 

by the division for the administration of chapters 83, flJA, 

and 467A through 4619 467f" before l.he rules are adopted 

pursuant to chapter 17A. If a difference exists between thP. 

£O~W.!:!!~-~IJ-~--~~~~~-t~arx: _ _r~egardi.nq the content of -~-...P-~.'?~-~q 

rule, the sec_L~~!._r.x:_.!J:~~.l.J_ notify the chairperson .. £(_ ~_h.~ 

coiiU"''ittee of the differenc_e ~g.hJ_£1 _ _!hi~-~L.4~!.l..~~____!he 
£..~.1- ttee' s act ion on the ~u . .t~:----~!-~~--.!:~f!~~!.L..!."d the 
£9~~ttee shall meet to resolve the di~ference within thirty 

~!5_-.ill~-~~~ .. !Jecretary provides the COIIL'Tiittee with notice of 

the dlfferenc~~ The state soil conservation co~ittee 

consists of a chairperson and t:e" ~-~-ght other vot!_l_'lg mel'l'bers. 

The follovinq shall serve as ex officio nonvotlng mPmberg of 

the cotnmittee: The director of the Io'Wa cooper•tive eJCtension 

service in .a9riculture and home economics, or the directoc 's 

desiqnee, and the director of the department of natural 

resources or the director's designee. Nine votinq members 

shall be appointed by the governor subject to confir~ation by 

the senate. Sill of the appointive members shall be persons 

engaged in actual far~ing oper.atlons, one of whom shall be a 

r~sident of each of t:he six 9!.2.SE~~_p_h~~~--reqions i~ __ t_t"l~ .. -~l~~~.e,_ 

including n~;nthwest, 3_2uthwest, north.~~'!..t~ral, s~u_!_~_S_!:,~r.~~ 

northeast, af"!_~. southeas_t Iowa 1 wa~er-t"esetttree-dtstriet:s 

e~tebli~hed-b,-seetie~-46~8.~7 and no more than one of whoo 

sha 11 be a resident of any one county. '!._h~ .. ~-o'~~q~~' .i.es 9_f~ !:.!!.£ 
9.£'?.9.r~~V.£.!!~ sha~ll be establ_~~~~-~.u~e_.. Thf! seventh, 

VI 
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Ptqht.h, <:~nd ninth dppointi"Jf.• m1~mbPrs sh,lll be chosen by t.hP 

t:J<)vt•rn()r from th(: at.HE!' at ldrq(• wtth on~ appoint.~d t.o be a 

rP.prf>sC'ntdt ivP ot cit.tes, o/lC' df)p•"!intPr) t.CJ bed r~pr~sent.ativl" 

(l( the ~tninq industry, and on~ ~ppotnteP who is d farmPr 

actively Pnq.:lq(~d in tre1~ (armtrHJ OJ'~t"At~on~. The cornmit.t.ee 

may invitP the secrPtary of ctqriCiilturl" of th~ Unitl"d StdtPs 

to appntnt. one per~;on to serve with thl" other m.t"m.bers, and t.he 

presidf:nt of thC' h,wa county engineers association may 

dt:-~tqn,ltt> a member of t.he dS!lociat ion to serve in t.hP same 

manner, but. t.hcse persons h~ve no vote and shall serve in an 

advisory cap.1c:ity only. th~_C_9~_lttee. '!'~l' __ ,Perfortn a~_!.-~.! ~'?!!=!: 

puhl ic:_!.'.£'.'!~L~5J~· and .. .E:~....!!~. ~~\~ .al?.Pr'?~~-_r.~les pursu~n.~ to 

ch~p~.P~~ a.~ n~cP.s.~-(~.r .. the exet;~_!:_ion of its t_~.:~~ct ~9.n_!!_:_ 

2, ThC' co~-~ IJ:.?-.!.. ~~.all r.~£0/11/ttP.nd three ~-~S-~!'~. ~.£....!he 

:!_~~!"~~ary o~_.!!9! icul~-~.rl" wh_o shall appo~_n.~ .. f~_om _t_h_P:........E.!.!_S_9!!~ 

r I!'C0/11':'.~!'-<!!.~--~~--i:!..~mi n i st. rat i v£_d_i_ ~-~<;:to~_ t ~ __ h_ead the d i ~.!.._~ i qf"! 

~~52_ shall s~·~-~~_dt _tt~P. pleas~r_e pf .~_he aecretary. Atte~ 

!._(J_vie-:_i_'!9._t_he r:'~m_e.!..._sulxrlit~~-~.'- ~!"!~ secretary may _!~l!~~ the 

~-'?.il .~onserv~~~-~l_n corrJTiitte~--~~--!:~hm.it addition~_l ___ l:'.<!rnes for 

c~n!'> _i_ ~'!!.<!~: !.£~-=---- The .. C:.9.a:'-71i t t e~ . ~ha 11 re_EQ_~-~-~4. t_C,? __ the secr~.t~~Y. 

eac!'_ .. Y..~'!~- ~ budqf."t f~r-.t~e rti_y_!:._sion. ---~t:'l.~ .~e~_ret:~_r..Y.....!......~~~ 

ear 1 i (!st opportuf!~-~y _an~ p_r_i or to f'?_~_mt~ ~.a t.l.f!.li. -~ budget, _s~-~-t~. 

rneet with repr._~P.~-~~at_ives .~f .. _thl~ co~~~.tee ~.<?.~_iscuss th~ 

C:~~.i-~ ~~.£..'.::>_. recommP:nda.~.i.~~-·. 1'he cotTilllittee or divi~ion may 
call upon the attorney qenPral of the !lot.dtP. for necessary 

ll"q~l s«>rvices. ThP corMut.t.~e may rteleqatP. to its 

chaupl"rson, to one or marl" <lf its membPrs, or to one or more 

aqents or pmployePs, powPrs and duties clS it deems propP.r. 

Upon rt>q11Pst ot· the c:ornmlt.tPP, for t.he purpose of carrying out 

any of th~ fum:tions assiqm~d thl" conunitteP. or thl" dPpartml"nt 

hy law, t.he supl•rvisinq offic:~·r of at\y stat~· agency, or of any 

stat.,- institution ut lPclrninQ shall. insof.H dS p<lssible undl"r 

avatl~blt~ .=tppropriations, .1nd havtnq due reqard t.o the nl"ecls 

of t.hl~ ,\ql"ncy t.0 whic:h the request is directed, asstqn or 

r}f~t .• til t.h~<' ~·~qul":<.~ t<' t.hP s,.aff or personnel of t.he .aqency or 
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tnst.it·ution of lPctrninq, and rnake thc .!\pectcll rP.p.-,rts, 

survl"ys, or studies as the cornrnlt.tee requP.st.s. 

Sec. J. Sl"ction 467A.l0, Code 1989, ts .:unpnded to tt~ad as 

follQw!l: 

467A.l0 OlSCONTINUANCE OF DISTRIC7S. 

At any t.iml" after five years dfter the organization ot a 

district un(jer this chapter, any twenty-five ownPrs of land 

lyin~ within the boundaries of the district, hut in no cas.e 

less than twenty pl"rc~nt of thl" owners of land lyinq within 

the district, may filP. a petition with the di•tsuu'l £_OtTlf!littee 

asking that the opl"rations of the diatrict be terminatP.d and 

the existence of the district discontinued. The committee may 
conduct public tt:Petinqs and public hearinqs upon t.hP. petition 

as neceasary to asgist in the consideration of the petition. 

Within sixty day& aft~r a pet.tt.ion has bl"en receivt>d by the 

d1:¥hio" £.£_mmit_~.l":E:• the division shall qive due notice of the 

holdinq of a refl"rl"nduro, shall supervise the referendum, and 

shall issue appropriate rules governing the conduct of the 

referendumy-the~ question ~~ to be submitted by ballots 

upon which the words "for terminating the existence of the 

••••.••..••..... {name of the soil and water conservation 

district to be h&r& inserted)• and •Aqainst terminatinq the 

P.xistence of the ......•••••••••• {name of the soil and watl"r 

conservation district to be here insPrted)• shall be printed, 

with a square before each proposition and a direction to 

in9ert an X rnark in the square before on~ or the other o( t.he 

propositions as the voter favors or opposea discontinuanc~ of 

the district. All owners of lands lying within the boundariPs 

of the district are eligible to vote in thP. referendum. No 

informalities 1n the conduct of the referendur:J or in any 

matters rl"latinq 

or the result of 

to the rP.fer~nduCl invalidate the refPrf':ndum 

the referendum if notice was 

substantially as provided in this section and 

referendum was fairly conducted. 

9iven 

if the 
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When s1xt.y~fl'JP. p~rc:-ent of the l.~ndown~rs vote to termindt.~ 

the e-xistence of thP district., the l:li-•i!li-on coiTilllitt_!~~ shall 

advise th1~ cor:.mi~s1oners t.o t.l~rminatt~ the affairs of the 

dist:rir.:t. Th~ coii\IT11SSioners shall dlspose of all property 

bPlongin9 to the district at p~blic auction and shall pay ov~r 

t.he proc~ed!J of the salP to t1e depos-ited into the- st.ate 

trt.••sury. 1'ht• co/Tiflligsiuner,-. !lhclll l.h~n file an <lpplicati.on, 

duly verified, with the sPcr~lary of state for the 

discont.inudncP of the district, and shall trdnsmit with the 

application the certif1cate of the di•i-situ'! £2.~!.~-~!: !lettinCJ 

forl.h I. he dPt.Prminat ion of tht> di•i-!l'i-01'1 c<l!MiitteP. that. t.he 

continut>d op~ration of the district is not administratively 

practicable dnd feasible. The appli.cat.ion shall recite that 

the property of the district has been disposed of and the 

proceeds paid over as provide-d in this section, and shall set 

forth a full accountinCJ of the properties and proceeds of the 

s-ale. The flecr~tary of state shall issue to the commissioners 

a cert.ificc1t.e of dissolution and shall record the certificate 

in an appropriat~ book of record in the secretary of state's 

office. 

Upon issuc~~nce of a certificate of dissolution under this 

sect ion, clll ordinances and reCJulations previously adopt@d and 

in (orcP. within the districts are of no furthP.r force and 

et'fect. All contracts previously entered into, to which the 

di9trict <>r col'l'ltllissioners are parties, reruin in force and 

effect for the period provided in the contracts. ~hP. dt•t~t&" 

~~lftl!l!~.~!!-~ is substituted for the district or co111111issioners as 

p.uty to the contrc~~cts. The di•t~ien ~.o.l'lf!l~t.~e!'! is entitled to 

<ill benefits c~~nd subject to all liabilities under the 

contracts and hclS the sc~~me right and liability to perform, to 

require perforP'IancP., to aue and he su~d. and to modify or 

ternunate thf! cont.r,Jrt!> by mutual consPnt. or otherwise, as the 

COI't'!'!IISaioners of t.he district would hav~ had. 

The th'fi-~i~n <::~~.!.~·_tee- sh;1ll not entertain petitions for 

the discont ttl'JdO<.:I~ of' .1ny dist.r i.ct nor conduct refP.renda upon 
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dl$COntinllclnce petitions nor make determinations pursuant to 

t.he pP.titions in accordance with t.his chapter, more often than 

once in f ivt.• yt>ars. 

Sec. 4. Section 467A.42, sub!!ection 2, para9raphs a and b, 

Code 1989, are a~ended to read as follows: 

a ... Permanent. soil and wat:Pr conservation practicP.sft rne.1ns 

plant inq ()( perennial grasses, legumes, shrubs, or trees, thP 

estc.bl ishment of qrassP.d watP.rways, and the construct ion of 

terraces, or other permanent soil and water practices approved 

by the di•t-~ton committee. 

b. "Temporary soil and water conservation pract.ices"' means 

plantinCJ of annual or biennial crops, use of strip-cropping, 

cont.our planti.nq, or minimum or r:~ulch tilla9e, and any othe1 

cultural practices approved by the diw9ston committee. 

Sec. S. Section 467A.44, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 

1989, is amended to read as follows: 

The commissioners of each soil and water conservation 

dht.rict shall, with approval of and within tir.'le 11mits set by 

administrative order of the cl·hhio" !.!~.~~--~~--~~~f!~e.rv~~t-~Of'! 

committee, adopt reasonable teCJulations as are deemed 

necessary to establish a soil loss llmit or limits for the 

district and provide for the implementation of the limit or 

ll~its, and may suba~uently amend or repeal their regulations 

as they deem necessary. ~he di•isio" cosmittee shall review 

the soil loss li=it requlations adopted by the soil and water 

c:onserv~\tion districts at least once every five years, anrJ 

shall recomMend ch•nqes in the regulations of a soil and water 

conservat1on district whlch the cli•i~io" committee deems ------
necessary to assure that the district's soil loss limits are 

reasonable and attainable. The commissioners may: 

Sec. 6. Sect ion 467A.4S, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

467A.45 SUB~ISSION OF REGULATJONS TO BfYf9feH £9KM~TTE~ 

HE:Ahi:NG. C/) 

"" w 
~ 
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Pe9ul.u i\>nS .,.h1ch th1~ commission(>r~i proposP to adopt., 

a:nend, or repPcll sh<dl bP suhnutted t<1 th(.• dtvt:!JiOfl ~omrni.~t~-~· 

10 a form prf!'!;r.ribl"d by t.hP divt,-;.o" £9~..!:.~!..~~· for 1ts 

approval. The thv~!ttofl ~~~?"':-"'l.tt~~ may approve the re(}ulations. 

as submitted, or 'otlith .Jtnf!ndr.Pnts as it dePms necessary. The 

cc:ntniSSioners $hall, aftrr clpproval, publLc;h noticP of hearing 

on the propo:;~·d regu~clt. ions, as approved, in a newspdper of 

qeneral circulation in thP district, settinq a ddt.e and time 

not less thar\ tP.Il nor morP t.han thirty days after the 

publ icat.ion when a hPar tnq 

held at a specified place. 

on the proposed requlations will be 

The notice shall include thP. full 

t.ext. of the proposed regulations or shall !ltate that the 

proposed requlations are on file and available for review at 

the office of the affected soil and water conservation 

district. 

Sec. 7. Section 467A.46, Code 1989, is amended t.o read as 

follows.: 

467A.46 CONflUCT 01-' HEARlNG. 

AI. thP hearing, the cotMlissioners or their designees shall 

explain, in reasonable detail, the reasons why adoption, 

amendnl•nt., o1· u~pP.cll of the requlations i8 deemed necessary or 

cldVi!;able. Any landowner, or any occupant of land who would 

bP affected by t.he requlations, shall bP. afforded an 

opportunity to bP hP.ard for or against. the proposed 

re9ulations. At thP. conclusion of the h~aring. the 

commissionPrs shall announce and enter of record the1r 

1)ecision whether to adopt or modify the proposed requlation!l. 

Any modification must be approved by the di•i-aiefl ~-~~~~~-~~· 

vhich may at. its discr<'tion ordP.r t.he- corM'Iissi<lnP.rs to 

republish t.hf!' fNJulat.lons and hold another hearinq in t.he 

mann~r prPscribr.d by this chapter. 

SPc. 8. SE.'ct1on 467A.48, suhsPctions and 2. Code 1989. 

drr amend(!d to read d!i fellows: 

1. An o ... ·n"'r or oc·•:up.:~nt. of land in this state u; not 

req\1ired t<l ,,.;, <'~bi ish any m.•w permanent. or tetnporary soil dnd 
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wat.er conserv.ltion pracl.icP unlP.ss public or other cost

sharing funds have b<'Pn specifically approveod fot that l.tnd 

and actually made available to the own<'r or occupdnt. 1'he 

amount of cost.-sharinq fundR !f'ade available shall n<•t exceed 

sP.vPnty-five percent of t.hP P.Rt.itnated cost as established by 

the CO:Tillli!lSioners of a permanent soil and water conservation 

pr-1c-t 1ce, or seventy-five percent. of th~ actual cost, 

whirhever is less, or an amount set by t.he dt•hio.t'l f:Q_mJni.~-~ 

for d temporary soil and water conservilt ion practice. except 

•lS otherwise provided by law with respect to land cldssified 

as agricultural land under conservation cover. 'J'he 

coNnissioners shall establish the estimated cost of permanent 

soil and water conservation practices in the district based 

upon one and two-tenths of the averaqe cost of the practices 

installed in the district durinq the previous year. 1'he 

average ~~sts shall b~ reviewed and approved by the 

commissioners ~ach calendar year. 

2, The di•i~tc" committee shall review these require~ents 

once each year, and may authorize soil and water conservation 

district co~issioners to make the mandatory establishment of 

any speclfied soil and water conservation practice in any 

particular ca!le conditional on a higher proportion of public 

cost-sharin'J than is required by this section. When the 

CONDissioners have been so authorized, they shall, in 

determininq t.he amount of cost-sharinq for establishment of a 

specified soil and water conservation practice to comply with 

an administrative order issued pursuant to section 467A.47, 

considP.r t.he extent to vhich the practice will contribute 

benefits t.o the public in relation to the benefHs that will 

accruf! t.o thP. individual owner or occupant of the land on 

which t.he practice is to be established. Evidence thclt an 

applic.ation for public or othP.r cost-sharinq funds, from d 

source or sources havinq authority to pay a portion of the 

-:'0st of work needed t.o comply with an administrative ordPr 

~ssa~d pursuant t.o section 467A.47, has been submitted t.o ttlc 
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proper officer or agency constitutes commencement of the work 

ithin the meaning of sections 467A.43 through 467A.53. 

Sec. 9. Notwithstanding this Act persons appointed to 

serve on the soil conservation committee before July 1, 1989, 

may serve out their terms as provided in chapter 467A. 
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