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1 An Act relating to the injury of animals, by providing 

2 definitions; prohibiting animal cruelty, animal neglect, 

3 animal abandonment, and certain exhibitions involving animals; 

4 providing for the care or destruction of disabled animals; 

5 providing for the forfeiture of animals, the assessment of 

6 certain costs, and the disposition of animals; and providing 

7 penalties. 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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2 1. 

H.P. 

717A.l DEFINITIONS. 

"Animal" means a living vertebrate, inc' nding but not: 

3 limited to a bird, fish, reptile, or nonhuman mammal. 

4 2. ''Animal shelter" meilns a felcility which i.s used to 

5 house or contain pets, and which is owned, operated, or 

6 maintained by an incorporated humane society, animai we!fare 

7 society, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or 

8 other nonprofit organization devoted to the welfare, 

9 protection, and huma11e treatment of pets. 

10 3. •'confit1ement area'' mea~s a permanent or moveable 

ll structure used to inunediatf>ly restrict an animal to a limi•Pd 

12 amount of space, including but not limited to a barn, house, 

13 pen, stall, trailer, room, cage, or compartme:·.t. 

14 4. "Good animal husbandry'' means the care or destructi:1n 

15 of an animal according to accepted practices and p~ocedures of 

16 a profession, occupation, or business which routine~y cares 

17 for or destroys animals, including but not limited to the 

18 following: 
19 a. The practice of veterinary medic1ne, as defin~d in 

20 section 169.3. 
21 b. An accepted livestock management practice as de[ined in 

2/ section 169.3. 
23 c. An action per~ormed by a person exempted tr0m licenstnq 

24 as a veter1narian under section 169.4. 

25 d. The slaughtering of livestock by a person which alone 

26 or in conjunction witt! otl1ers, directly or indirectly controls 

27 the manufacturing, processing, or preparatio~ for sale :lf meat 

2R or other products frcrn :he livestoc·k. 

7.9 5. 

30 accomplished by a metho.J that i::vo·~.·v~:-~ ~nsta:-:r:Jnccus 

.LL uncr:~sciousr~ess and irnmediat-.e death 1):.- ':._.·/ a ne:-.r.0d t!-:at-. 

32 invo!ves anesthesia, produced by an ager1t whjch cduses 

3J painless lo~~ of consciousness, dtld dea~h duri:1g tt1e :oss uf 

3~ consciousness. 

35 G. 11 I r. ~ ~1 r y u mcctr:.!":; visib:.e evidence o( traumil ~r physica.:.. • 
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S.F. 

1 injury, including wounds, hemorrhage, skin discoloration, 

2 swelling, burns, freezing, or disfigurement. 

3 7. "Livestock'' means a domesticated or undomesticated 

4 an1mal which is raised to dtrectly or indirectly produce 

5 material products, including but not limited to a type 

6 identified as the following: 

7 a. Bovine, including oxen, cattle, and bison. 

8 b. Equine, including horses, mules, burros, and asses. 

9 c. Ovine, including sheep and goats. 

10 d. Poultry, including chickens, turkeys, and geese. 

ll 8. "Minimum care'' means care sufficient to reasonah'y 

12 preserve the physical health and condition of the animal, 

13 including but not limited to all of the following: 

14 a. At suitable intervals of not more than twenty-four 

15 hours or less if dietary requirements of the anima! require, _ 

16 quantity of wholesome foodstuff suitable for its spectes ~na 

17 age, sufficient to maintain reasonable levels of nutrit.on. 

18 b. Reasonable access to a supply of clean, fresh wate~ 

19 provided for drinking in amounts and at intervals suitable fo~ 

20 ~he species not to exceed twenty-four hours for any interv~:. 

21 c. If the animal is a pet, adequate access to a shelter 

22 sufficient to ensure that the pet does not suffer unreasonab:e 

23 distress due to natural elements, including but not limited to 

24 wind, 

25 d. 

rain, snow, sun, heat, cold, or dampness. 

If the animal is livestock, adequate access to a 

26 natural or constructed barrier suffi~lent to offer reasonab>e 

27 crotection against temperature extremes, wind, rain, or snow. 

28 e. If the animal is restricted ln a co::finement area for 

29 a11 extended period, an area which is kept reasonably clean and 

30 free from contaminants, including an1ma: waste, whic:: may 

31 threaten the health of the animal. 

32 E. Veterinary or farrier care, if a reasonably prude~t 

33 person would provide such care to relieve distress from 

3' 1nj•1ry, neglect, or disease. 

35 g. Destruction of the animal, i:' necessary, by euthan'-l:;ia 
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l only. 

2 h. 

H.F. 

If the an1mal is a pet, a confinement area with 

3 adequal:e space for the exercise necessary to preserve the 

4 health of the animal and which provides a dry area for the 

5 an1mal to rest. The air temperature or ventilation in the 

6 confinement area shall be suitable to preserve the health of a 

7 normal animal of the same spec1es. 

8 1. If the animal is fastened by a leash, incl11ding a rope 

9 or chain, which restricts the movement of the animal, a leash 

tO attached to the animal by a well-fitting collar or harness 

ll that is fastened to the a~imal in a manner designed to prevent 

12 ~njury or entangleffient. A leash shall not restrict an animal 

13 from access to adequate shelter, or sufficient foodstuff or 

14 water as provided in this subsection. 

15 9. ''Owner'' means a person in whom is vested the ownership, 

16 dominion over, or title to an animal, includir1g a person 

lJ obligated by law to care for an animal, or a person who keeps 

18 or harbors an animal, or who knowingly permits an animal to 

19 remain for three or more days on or about the person's 

20 residence. 

l 0. ''Pet" means a domesticated or undonesticated animal 

/2 which is raised or kept to provide a natural person 

23 companionship, or which is trained to provide a service, and 

24 includes a dog or cat. 

25 ll. ''Pound'' means a facility for the prevention of cruelty 

)6 to ani~als, and operated by the state, a municipal 

27 corporation, or ano:her political subdivision of this state 

28 for the purpose of impounding or harboring seized, stray, 

29 homeless, abandoned, or unwanted animals, or a facility, 

.10 including an ani:nal sr.elte~, opera tee! for sue:-~ purpose under a 

31 contract with d ~ut:ic~pal corporatio~. 

.12 1/. "Reci<~le.=.sn or "!:"eckles::-..:y" mea~1:-; ·w·.:.th respect t.J a 

J3 mate:- ia.;. ~~err~e::t of a:i o:~ense p~ovi.ded ~~l this chap:cr, thc:.lt 

31 ~he p2rsun CC·r~sr.io:.1s.~y C!'" t~nccr.scicu~..:.y d.is:-r:·:jards d 
-.,.... ' .... ~· . ' d . . ~ ' . ~ ~ . h 
J:J ~·:..~o~:;._an~.ta ... an unJust .... L :.ab.i..P. r ... :~f\ !" •. at t~e ~a:er:al ~lement 
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1 exists or will result from the person's conduct. The risk 

2 must be of a nature and degree that, considering the nature 

3 and purpose of the actor's conduct and circumstances kr1own to 

4 the actor, to disregard it constitutes a gross deviation from 

s the s~andard of conduct that a law-abiding pe~son would 

6 observe in the actor's situation. 

7 13. ''Serious injury" means a physical inJury which creates 

8 a substantial risk of death, cat1ses a serious permanent 

9 disfigurement or protracted loss or impairment of a bodily 

10 member or organ, or which causes death. 

ll Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 7l7A. 2 ANIMAL CRUELTY IN THE J'cRS'T' 

12 DEGREE. 

13 i\ person commits animal cruelty in the ei rst degree if. 

14 unless the act is otherwise allowed by law, the person 

15 intentionally causes serious injury to or the death of an 

16 animal . 

17 Animal cruelty in the first degree is a serious 

18 misdemeanor. 

19 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 717A.3 ANIMAL CRUELTY ~N THC SECONS 

20 DEGREE. 

21 A person commits animal cruelty in the second degree if, 

22 unless the act is otherwise allowed by law, the person 

23 knowingly or recklessly causes injury, serious inj1rry, or 

24 deach to an animal. 

25 Ar1imal cruelty in the second degtee is a simple 

26 misdemeanor. 

27 Sec. 4. NE\-1 SECTION. 7l7A. 4 ANif.'.AL N£GC-ECT IN THi:: l'BST 

28 DEGREE. 

29 An owner commits animal neglect 1n the first: degree tf, 

30 trnless the act is otherwise allowed by law, all of the 

31 following apply: 

32 l. The owner of an animal knowingly or recklessly fai:s to 

33 prov1de minim1:m care for the animal . 

34 2. The lack of ~~n1mum care is the prox1~a~e cause 

35 animal's seriotrs injury or death. 
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S.F. H. f. 

1 Animal ne9• in the first degree is a serious 

2 misdemeanor. 

3 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 717A.5 ANIMAL NEGLECT IN THE: SECOND 

4 DEGREE. 

S An owner commits animal neglect in the second degree if, 

6 unless the act is otherwise allowed by law, the owner 

7 knowingly or recklessly fails to provide minimum care for the 

8 animal. 

9 Animal neglect in the second degree is a • 1 s1mp.Le 

10 misdt>meanor. 

11 Sec. 6. NEW SECT ION. 717 A. 6 ANIMAL ABANDONM£NT. 

12 An owner co~nits animal abandonmezlt 1f, unless the act is 

13 otherwise allowed by law, all of the following elements a~e 

L4 present: 

15 1. The animal is livestock or a pet. 

16 2. The owner knowingly or recklessly deserts and foresakes 

17 an animal by doing either of the Eollow:ng: 

18 a. Acting ln a manner which convP.ys lo d reasondble per~on 

19 that the act•ng person is renouncing ownership of the animal 

20 and is evadir1g a duty to provide the animal with a~ least 

21 minimum care. 

72 b. Fai~ing Lo pay ~ees or charges based on providing 

23 minlmum care to the animal; if a pound or shelter is prcvidinq 

24 the care, rece1ving wrttten notice by the pound or animal 

25 shelter where the ar1imal is being ~ept, and failing to pay the 

26 pound or shelter within thirty days. However, indigence is a 

27 defense to a violation of this paragraph. 

28 It is no defense to a violacion of this section tha~ an 

29 owner abandons an animal at or near a location where animals 

30 commonly rece:ve minimum cr r:1orc tnan minim1~m care, :ncludi:;g 

Jl an animal she:~er ur pound, or a~ establishreent i:1 ~hie~ the 

32 practtce of veter~nary medicine as defined in sec:ion :69.3 15 

33 carried or.. 

31 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. /l'7A.7 AN:MAL fiGHTING --

35 F:XHlSITIONS. 
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1 l. A person shall not train an animal primarily or in part 

2 for the purpose of attacking an animal of thP same species. 

3 A violation of this subsection is a class ''D'' felony. 

4 2. A person shall not arra~ge, promote, or ~tagP. an 

5 exhibition and a person shall not own, or transport an 3ninal 

G for the purpose of exhibiting the animal, 1f the exhibition is 

7 to present the animal tormented or to present a centes~ for 

8 two or more animals to fight. 

9 A violation of this subsection is a class ''D'' felony. 

10 3. A person shall not knowingly attend as a spectator of 

ll an exhibition, if the exhibitoon is to present an animal 

12 tormented or to present a contest for two or nore animals to 

13 fight. 

14 A violation of this subsection is an aggravated 

15 misdemeanor. 

16 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 717A.8 NEGLECTED ANIMALS --

17 DISABLED ANIMALS DESTROYED. 

18 1. A person may provide necessary care to an animal if it 

19 reasonably appears that the animal's owner has failed tc 

20 provide the mini~um care as provided in this chapter and the 

21 animal reasonably appears seriously injured or at risk of 

22 dying. The person may provide the care e1ther on the person's 

21 prem1ses or on the owner's premises. The person has a lien on 

24 the animal for the cost of providir1g the care necessary to 

75 ensure that the an1~a! is able to receive mir1imum care, and 

26 the cost may be collected from the owrrer. 

27 2. A peace officer or off1cer oE a socie~y for the 

78 prevention of cr~elty to ac1mals, or a ~eter~nariQn, may 

2') destroy a disabled animal that is neglected or. estray. bt". 

30 only by euthanasia. 

31 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 717A.9 FORFEITURE OF ~IGHTS --

32 COSTS -- DiSPOSI~!ON OF AN ANIMAL. 

J3 A court may order 

34 chapter for~eit a!l 

3S subject to cruelty, 

that a perscn convicted under this 

legal interests tn an an!~al which is 

neglect, or abandonment. A court may 
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s. F. H.F. 

1 order that thP Jerson be assessed court costs and all 

2 reasonable costs incurred prior to the judgment relating to 

3 providing minimum care to the animal unless the court fin~s 

4 the person is indigent. Upon ordering that all :egal 

5 interests in an animal be forfeited, the court shall order the 

6 disposition of the animal. The court may order that ownership 

1 of the animal be transferred to a public or private agency, 1f 

8 the agency is capable of and w~lling to provide at leas: 

9 minimum care to the animal. A person to whom ownership of an 

10 animal is transferred has all rights of ownership, including 

11 the right to dispose of the animal, unless the court otherwise 

12 orders. 

13 A court shall order a forfeiture or the assessment of costs 

14 in addition to and not in lieu of a sentence lmposerl upon a 

15 

16 

person co~victed under this chapter. 

Sec. l 0. NEW SECTION. 717A.l0 

17 HUSBANDRY. 

EXCEPTION -- GOOD .1-\NIMAL 

18 Notwithstanding any section of this chaptec, a p:actice of 

19 good anima: husbandry is not a violation of law. 

20 Sec. 11. Section 162.13, unr1umbered paragraph 2, Code 

21 l989, ts amended to read as follows: 

22 Fa•lure of ~ny ~pound, research facility, animal shelter, 

23 pE>t shop, boarding kt>nnel, comu.ercial kennel., commercial 

24 breeder, public auction, or dealec, to adequately house, feed, 

25 or water dogs, cats, or vertebrate animals in the person's or 

26 facility's possession or custody is a simple misdemeanor. 7he 

27 animals are suh~ect to seizure and impoundmen~ and may be sold 

28 or destroyed by euthanas1a at the discretiorl of the secre~ary 

2~ and the failure is also grounds for revocation or suspension 

.10 of license or r~?gistration after puoli.c hedr!.ng. The 

31 comm:ssion of an act declared to be ,.. 
'•. j ~ractice 

32 SP.ct.t·Jn 714.16 or chapt.eL" Tt.T 7l·;r\, Dy .=.t person cr :ac: :i!:y 

31 licet1fiPJ or registe~Pc1 J~der th~H c~apte: is grot:;1ds ~c': 

34 rcvGca~io~ c~ ~~spe~sic1 ot ~:he lice!1Se or r~q!s!:~~1ticr1 

3S cert~ticat:P. Dogs, cats, dl1d ;:;thc·r VP.rtebrutes tqJon w~ich 

-7-



l euthdndsid is permitted by !aw may be destroyed by persons ''' 

2 Zcici:itles subject to this chapter or chapte~ 169: a~d nn1y hv 

J euthanasia. 

4 Sec. 12. Chapter 717, Code 1989, 1s repealed. 

5 EXPLAN.D,TION 

G Thi.s bill relates to cri~inal penalties i~posed ~tpon 

7 persons who injure animals, by providing definitions, 

8 including a definition of minimum care which an animal owner 

9 owes to the animal; providing criminal offenses for ani~al 

10 cruelty, animal neglect, animal abandonment, and participatLon 

ll in certain exhibitions; providing that strangers may provide 

12 certdin dilimals with a ~i:limum level of care and recover the1r 

13 costs; providing for the destruction of disabled dnimals; a:1d 

14 providing that a court may order the owner of an animal to 

15 forfeit rights in the animal and pay certain costs, and order 

16 the disposition of the animal. The bill also repeals chap~er 

17 717 which is the current chapter relating to criminal oEfet1ses 

18 for animal i11jury, and enacts a new chapter tentatively 

19 numbered 717A. 
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