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1 An Act relating to the time for bringing an action ar1sing out at 

2 the performance or nonperformance of a professional s2rvicc or ~ 

3 from an alleged defect in a product. ~ 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IO\'IA: 

TLSB 4l03XS 13 

mj/cf/24 
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Sec:-.icn :. . Section 6:4.1, C:1de 1989, is ~me~Jed by adding 

2 the Eoll.owing ne~ subsections: 

3 NC'tl SUBSSCTION. J 2 • AGATNS~ HEG!lLATED PROFESS!ONA'· 

4 PRt'\C':.' IT IONE::<S. In addition to limitations contairted clsewhe:e 

5 i11 thjs section, ar1 action arising out of the performance or 

6 rlonperformarlce of a professional service which is subject to 

7 regulation by certification or lic:cnst1re of ar1 agency, board, 

8 or ccurt r>f this sta~e aga~nst a person t~old1ng a license ()f 

Y certificate entitli~g the person to engag~ in the regulated 

10 activity o: an agent or employee of ~he person and fottnded on 

11 injury to property, real or personal, or injury to the person 

12 or wrongful death, shall not be brought ~ere than ten years 

13 after the date on which occurred the act or omissio:1 of the 

14 defendant alleged in the action to have been the cause of "he 

15 i~JUry or death. 

l6 This subsecticn doPs not a~~ly if any the follcwi~g are 

18 i.l • fhe persu~ e~gaged in the regu:ated activit~ expressly 

l9 w2rrants the activiLy for a period longer tharl ter1 yeclrs, in 

20 wt~ich case lhe p~rjnd :)E :~~i~atic:l i~ deered t~ be t~1at 

2i period ~x~:essly w~rra~ted. 

22 b. 'i'l-.e pe:scn er.qageJ in the regu:...a~.ed net iv.:.ty 

23 intentio~ally misrep:eserlts ur EratJdule~tly cc~ceals fac~s or 

2~ itlformat~on conc~rning the se~vice, and t~a~ c~~duct 1s d 

2'i ~roxi!Tlate cause of the inj;;ry or death c:oo:: whior. '.tl•e 

?6 claimant's action is based. 

27 c: • The na~·ure o~ the injury cr cause o~ deatt1 by !tS 

28 nature does no~ ~a~u~ally rnani~est. i~self w~t~1in te~ years. 

29 ~Eli SCRS2C'T10N. 13. ?R(DUC:-·S. ··--··-- --
30 :~c' t~e person or wrcng~u~ dedth agai~st cln assemble:, 

31 designer, s~pp1ier of specificat:ons, d~s~tiLu!.nr, 

~3 Cpfecr. in ;_.:-.€' des:gn, t.<:-.s~itlg, n~an~::·act:~r J.ng, ~-:;r,nu.!at.~on, 

3~ pacic .. 1g: ng, ·warni.ng, 8!:" :ahelir.g ::!._. <? r:"r-:-,cL_c~, ·-.vi<.:i-:i:i tw8 JA.:..:r~:; 

• 
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S.F. \IS H.F. 

1 of reasonable diligence should have known, of the injury or 

2 death for which damages are sought in the action, whichever 

3 date occurs first, but in no event shall an action be brought 

4 more than ten years after the date that the product that is 

5 alleged to have caused the injury or death was first purchased 

6 for use or consumption unless one of the following is true: 

7 a. The assembler, designer, supplier of specifications, 

8 distributor, manufacturer, or seller expressly warrar1ced that 

9 the product could be used safely for a period longer than ten 

10 years, in which case the period of limitation is deemed to be 

ll that period expressly warranted. 

12 b. The assembler, designer, supplier of specifications, 

13 distributor. manufacturer, or seller intentionally 

14 misrepresents or fraudulently conceals facts or information 

15 about the product, and that conduct is a proximate cause of 

16 the injury or death upon which the claimant's action is based. 

17 c. The injury or death was caused by prolonged exposure to 

18 a defect1ve product for a period exceeding tPn years. 

l9 d. The nature of the injury or cause of death was sc;c~ 

20 that it would ~ot naturdlly manifest 1~self w1th1n ten years. 

C:XPLANAT:ON 

22 This bill establishes a ten-year s~atute oE limitatlD~A 

23 beyond which a lawsuit cannot be brought aga~nst a person w~o 

24 renders a professional service which is subject to regulation 

25 by certification or licensure of a state agency, board, or 

26 court. A two to ten-year statute of limltations 1s 

27 established for injuries caused by products. In both cases, 

28 the cen-year limitation does not apply if the service or 

29 product i5 expressly warranted for a longer period, facts 

10 concerning the serv~ce or product are intentionally 

31 misrepresented or fraudulently concealed, the nature of the 
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35 

i:~jury ~ocs ~ct ~aturally ~ani~est itself within te:~ yPars, 0r 

(for prod~cts only) the ~nj~ry o~ dea~~~ was ca~!sed by 

prcionged exposure to a defective product for ci oeriod 

exceeding ten years. 
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