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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to personnel serving the consumer advocate
division of the department of justice and the utilities
division of the department of commerce, deleting provisions

relating to the consumer advocate's authority to utilize

to employ consultants and technical advisors pursuant to
contract, revising provisions relating to compensation, and
providing effective dates.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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SENATE FILE 170
S-3048
1 Amend Senate Pile 170 as follows:
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 26 and
3 inserting the following:
4 "3. SALARIES, EXPENSES, AND APPROPRIATION. The
5 salary of the consumer advocate shall be fixed by the
6 attorney general within the salary range set by the".
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Section 1. Section 475A.3, Code 1989, is amended to read
as follows:

475A.3 OQFFICE -- EMPLOYEES ~- EXPENSES.

1. OFFICE. The office of consumer advocate shall be a
separate division of the department of justice and located at
the same location as the utilities division of the department
of commerce. Administrative support services shati may be
provided to the consumer advocate division by the-utiitkies
divraton-of the department of commerce.

2. EMPLOYEES. .The consumer advocate may employ attorneys,
legal assistants, secretaries, clerks, and other employees the
consumer advocate finds necessary for the full and efficient
discharge of the duties and responsibilities of the office.
The consumer advocate may employ consultants as expert
witnesses or technical advisors pursuant to contract in-any
proceeding-tn-which-the-consumer-advocate-diviston-t3-a-party
as the consumer advocate finds necessary for the full and
efficient discharge of the duties of the office. Employees of

the consumer advocate division, other than the consumer
advocate, are subject to merit employment, except as provided
in section 1%a.3,.

3. SALARIES, EXPENSES, AND APPROPRIATION. The
Notwithstanding 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1267, sections 4 and
5, and subseguent amendments to those sections, the salary of
the consumer advocate shall be fixed by the attorney general.
The salary shall be fixed within the salary range set by the
general assemblyy-notwithetanding-198i-Iewa-Actsy-chapter-9;
sections-6-and-7-and-aubsequent-amendmente-to-those-sectrons.

The salaries of employees of the consumer advocate and-the
shall be at rates of compensation consistent with current

standards in industry. The reimbursement of expenses for the

employees and the consumer advocate are is as provided by law.
The appropriation for the office of consumer advocate shail be
& separate line item ccntained in the appropriation from the

utility trust fund created pursuant to section 476.3i0.
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Sec. 2. Section 475A.4, subsection 2, Code 1989, is
amended by striking the subsection.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATES.

1. This section and section 1 of this Act take effect July
1, 1989.

2. Section 2 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1990.

EXPLANATION

This bill makes statutory changes to accompany the proposed

transfer of certain staff of the utilities division of the
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department of commerce to the consumer advocate division of
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the department of justice.
The bill provides that the department of commerce may
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provide administrative support services to the consumer
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advocate division but is no longer required to do so.
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The bill also expands the consumer advocate's authority to
contract with cutside consultants. The bill repeals the
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authority of the consumer advocate to utilize employees of the
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utilities division, effective April 1, 1990.
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Salaries of employees of the consumer advocate would be at
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rates consistent with current standards in industry. Except
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for the consumer advocate and confidential employees,
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employees of the consumer advocate division would be subject
to the state merit system., This is provided in current law.
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SENATE CLIP SHEET

FEBRUARY 21, 1989

SENATE FILE 170
FISCAL NOTE

A fiscal note for SENATE FILE 170 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule
17. Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.

Senate File 170 makes statutory changes to accompany the proposed transfer of
statf from the Utilities Board {Department of Commerce) to the Office of the
Consumer Advocate (Department of Justice), The proposed legislation provides
that the Department of Commerce may provide administrative support services to
the Consumer Advocate's Office, but is no longer required to do so. Senate
File 170 also expands the Consumer Advocate's authoricy to contract with
outside consultants. The proposed legislation repeals the authority of the
Consumer Advocate to utilize employees of the Utilities Board, effective April
I, 1990,

Agsumptions

i. Eight positions at the Utilities Board would be transferred to the Office
of the Consumer advocate.

2. An additional three positions would be added to the Office of the Consumer
Advocate to accomplish the functional separation from the Utilities Board.

3. The Utilities Board and the Office of the Consumer Advocate are both
funded from the Utilities Trust Fund. -

Fiscal Effecc ‘

There will be no fiscal effect of transferring the eight positions. This
transfer would be accomplished by deducting the funds and positions from the
Utilities Board, and adding the funds and positions to the Office of the
Consumer Advocarte.

The additional three positions necessary to complete the functional separation
are estimated to cost $111,115 in FY 1990. This would be funded from the
Utilities Trust Fund, and would result in increased billings to utility
companies.

Source: Department of Management (LS8 2013sv, BAL)

FILED FEBRUARY 20, 1989 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOCR
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BY COMMITTEE ON STATE
GOVERNMENT
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An Act relating to
édivision of the
division of the

relating to the

employees of the

A BiLL FOR

perscanel serving the consumer advccate
éepartment of justice and the utilities
department cf commerce, deleting provisions
consumer advocate's authority to utilize

utilicies division, 2xpanding the authority

to employ consultants and techpical advisors pursuant to

contract, vevising provisicons relating Lo compensation, and

=

providing effective dates.
BE [T ERKACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TEE STATE OF IOWA:




Section 1. Section 475A.3, Code 1989, is amended to read
as follows:

475A.3 OFFICE -- EMPLOYEES -- EXPENSES.

1. OFFICE. The office of consumer advocate shall be a
separate division of the department of justice and located at
the same location as the utilities division of the department
of commerce. Administrative support services shai: may be
provided to the consumer advocate division by the-ustirtzes
divrsron-of the department of commerce.

2. EMPLOYEES. The consumer advocate may employ attorneys,
legal assistants, secretaries, clerks, and other emplcyees the
consumer advocate finds necessary for the fuil and efficiant
discharge of the duties and responsibilities of the office,.
The consumer advocate may employ consultants as exper:

ltnesses or technical advisors pursuant to contract £®-&
preceeding-in-whien-the-consumer-advoente-diviston-28~ag—
a

4s the consumer advccate finds necessary for the fulil

gfficient discharge of the duties of the office. Imployees of

the consumer advccate division, other chan the consumer
advocate, are subject to merit employment, except as provided
in section 19a.3.

3. SALARIES, EXPENSES, AND APPROPRIATION. The salary of

the consumer zadvocate shall pe filxed Dy the attorney genera
; FIEELTT ST PRI TRt mwwm
within the salary range set by the genesral assemblysy
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3. EFFECTIVE DATES.

This section and section 1 of this Act take effect July

Section 2 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1990.




SENATE FILE 170

H-3299

By, JOCHUM of Dubuque . 2 qCG
H-3299 FILED MARCH 6, 1989 QWAL 3.9.GT (p.9)) Qdotel 3965

Amend Senate File 170, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the
following:

"Sec. _ . Section 20.4, subsection 9, Code 1989,
is amended to read as follows:

8. Persons employed by the state department of
justice, except nonsupervisory employees of the
consumer advocate division who are employed primarily

for the purpose of performing technical analysis of

nonlegal issues." .

2. Page 2, by striking lines 2 and 3, and insert-
ing the following:

"1. Except as provided in subsection 2 of this
section, this Act takes effect July 1, 1989."

3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary.

(R 7




HOUSE AMENDMENT TO
SENATE FILE 170

5-3240

WU B W

Amend Senate File 170, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the
following:

"Sec. __ . Section 20.4, subsection 9, Code 1989,
is amended to read as follows:

9. Persons employed by the state department of
justice, except nonsupervisory employees of the
consumer advocate division who are employed primarily
for the purpose of performing technical analysis of
nonlegal 1ssues."

2. Page 2, by striking lines 2 and 3, and insert-
ing the following:

“l. Except as provided in subsection 2 cof this
section, this Act takes effect July 1, 1989."

3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary.

RECEIVED FROM TEE HOQUSE

S$-3240 FILED MARCH 13, 1989
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BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE
ON STATE GOVERNMENT BILL)

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date
Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved
A BILL FOR

An Act relating to personnel serving the consumer advocate
division of the department of justice and the utilities
division of the department of commerce, deleting provisions
relating tco the consumer advocate's authority to utilize
employees of the utilities division, expanding the authority
to employ consultants and technical advisors pursuant to
contract, revising provisions relating to compensation, and
providing effective dates.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 475A4.3, Code 1989, is amended to read
as follows:

475A.3 OFFICE -- EMPLOYEES —-- EXPENSES.

1. OFFICE. The office of consumer advocate shall be a
separate division of the department of justice and located at
the same location as the utilities division of the department
of commerce. Administrative support services shait may be
provided to the consumer advocate division by the-utiiietes
diviston-of the department of commerce.

2. EMPLOYEES. The consumer advocate may employ attorneys,
legal assistants, secretaries, clerks, and other employees the
consumer advocate finds necessary for the full and efficient
discharge of the duties and responsibilities of the office.
The consumer advocate may employ consultants as expert
witnesses or technical advisors pursuant to contract tna-any
preceeding-in-which-the~-consumer—-advocate-diviston-rs—a-parey
as the consumer advocate finds necessary for the full and
efficient discharge cf the duties of the office. Employees of

the consumer advocate division, other than the consumer
advocate, are subject to merit employment, except as provided
in section 19A,3.

3. SALARIES, EXPENSES, AND APPROPRIATION. ©Phe
Notwithstanding 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1267, sections 4 and
5, and subsegquent amendments to those sections, the salary of
the consumer advocate shall be fixed by the attorney general.
The salary shall be fixed within the salary range set by the

general assemblyr-notwithstanding-1981-fowa-Acte;-chapter~-9;
sectrons-6-and-F-and-subsequent-amendments—-to-those-sectrons,
The salaries of employees of the consumer advocate and-the
shall be at rates of compensation consistent with current

standards in industry. The reimbursement of expenses for the

employees and the consumer advocate are is as provided by law.
The appropriation for the office of consumer advocate shall be
a separate line item contained in the appropriation from the
utility trust fund created pursuant toc section 476.10.
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Sec. 2. Section 475A.4, subsection 2, Code 1989, is
amended by striking the subsection.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATES.

1. This section and section 1 of this Act take effect July
1, 1989.

2. Section 2 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1990.

EXPLANATION

This bill makes statutory changes to accompany the proposed
transfer of certain staff of the utilities division of the
department of commerce to the consumer advocate division of
the department of justice.

The bill provides that the department of commerce may
provide administrative support services to the consumer
advocate division but is no longer required to do so.

The bill also expands the consumer advocate's authority to
contract with outside c¢onsultants. The bill repeals the
authority of the consumer advocate to utilize employees of the
utilities division, effective April 1, 1990,

Salaries of employees of the ccnsumer advocate would be at
rates consistent with current standards in industry. Except
for the consumer advocate and confidential employees,
employees of the consumer advocate division would be subject

to the state merit system., This is provided in current law.
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SENATE FILE 170

AN ACT

RELATING TO PERSONNEL, SERVING THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE DIVISION
NF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE UTILITIES NIVISIORN OF
THE DEPANTMENT OF COMMERCE, DTLETING PROVISIONS RELATING TO
THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE'S AUTHORITY TO UTILIZE FMPLOYEES OF
THE UTILIFIES DIVISION, EXPANDING THE AUTHORITY TO EMPLOY
ZONSULTANTS AND TECHNICAL ADVISORS PURSUANT 10 CONTRACT,
AEVISING PROVISIONS RELATING TC COMPENSATION, AND PROVIDING
EFCECTIVE DATES.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL BSSEMBLY OF ~HE STATE OF [QWA:

Cection 1. Section 475A.3, Code 198%, is amended to read
as follows:

179A.3 OFFICE -~ EMPLOYFES -~ EXPENSES.

|. OFFICE. The office of consumer advocate shali be a
separaie division of the department of justice and located at

Senate File 170, p- 2

the same location as the utilities division of the departrent
of cogmerce. Administrative support services shadi may be
ptovided to the consumer advocate division by the-utitities
déviston-of the depacrtrent of cemmerce.

2. EMPLOYEES. The consumer advgcate may employ attorneys,
legal assistants, sectetaries, clerks, and other employees the
consumec advocate finds necessary For the full and efficient
discharge of the duties and responsibilities of the office.
The consumer advocate may employ comsultants as expert
witpesses or technical advisors pursuant to contract tn-any
praceeding-in—which—the—conauaer—advocate~d&viaien-is-a-pafty
as the_consumer advocate £inds necessary for the full ard
efficient discharge of the duties of the office. Employees ot
the consumer advocate division, other than the consurmer
advocate, are subject to merat cmployment, except as provided
in section 1%A.3.

3. SALARIES, PXPENSES, AWD APPROPRLIATION. The salary of
the consumer advocate shall be fixed by the attorney general
within the salary range set by the general assemblys
netwithstanéinq-i?&}-ioua«hctsr-:hapter—By-sections~6—and-?
and-subseqeent—amendaents—to—these-secttens. The salaries of
employees of the consumer advccate and-the shall_be at rates
The reimbursement of expenses for the employees and the
consumer advocate are is as provided by law. The
approptiation for the otfice of consuner advocate shall be a
separate line iten contained in the appropriation from the
utility trust fund created pucrsuant to section 476.10.

Sec. 2. Section 475A.¢, subsection 2, Code 1989, is
amended by striking the subsection.

Sec. 3. Section 20.4, subsecticn 9., Code 198%, is amended
Lo read as follows:

9. Persons employed by the state department of justice,

perfcrming technicad analysis of nenlegai iswues.
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Senate File 170, p.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATES.

1. Except as provided in subsection 2 of this section,
this Act takes effect July 1, 1989,

2. Section 2 of this Act takes effect April 1, 1990.

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN
President of the Senate

DONALD D. AVENSON
Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 170, Seventy-third General Assembly.

JOHN F. DWYER
Secretary of the Senate

Approved » 1989

TERRY E. BRANSTAD

Governor




