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Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the compulsory attendance and truancy laws and

providing penalties.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section L. Section 279.10, subsection i, Code 1989, is
amended to read as follows:

1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July
and each regularly established elementary and secondary school
shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in
which the first day of September falls but no later than the
frrat-Monday-tn-Becember September 15. School shall continue
for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in

subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entlire calendar

year. A school corporation may begin employment cf perscnnel
for in-service training and development purposes before the
date to begin elementary and secondary school.

Sec, 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Ccde 1989,
is amended to read as follows:

The board c¢f directors of each public school district and
the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall

prescribe the minimum educational program and an atiendance

policy which shall include at least one hundred forty-eight

jo ¥

ays of attendance, to be met by attendance for at least

| b

hirty-seven days each school guarter, for the schoesls under

=

o jer

eir jurisdictions. The minimum educaticonal pregram shall be

H

the curriculum set forth in section 256.11, except as
otherwise provided by law. The board of directors of a pubiic
school district shail not alleow discriminaticn in any
educational program on the basis of race, color, creed, sex,

marital status or place of national origin.

Sec. 3. Seciion 299.1, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS.

Pne Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent,

guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child who ta-ever
seven has reached the age of six and is under stxteen eighteen

years cf age by September 15, in proper phyvsical and mental

condition to attend school, shall earsii be responsible for

the ehiid child's attendance in some public school, commencing
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as provided under section 279.10. The board of directors of a

public school district or the governinrg bodv of an accredited

attegﬁance for the schecols under jts control.

Phe-board-mays-by-resotution;-require-attendanece-tn~the
publitec-acheots~for-ehe~entire-time-when-she-schoeis-are~in
sesston-tn-any-schooi-years

A-chrid-shati-attend-an-aceredited-or-approved-schooi-feor
at-ieast-vne-handred-twenty-days-each-schooi-year---%he
requirement-snalki-be-met-by-attendance-far-at-teast-thzrey
days-each-schoot-gqrarter;-or-a-armetar-diatrinueron-of
attendance-thronghout-+he-seheet-years

In-tteu-of-suer-attendance—such-chitd-may-attend-upon
equivatent-rnstructron~by-a-certified-teacher-elsewheres

Sec. 4. Secticn 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.2 EXCEPTIONS.

Section 299.1 shall not apply to any chiid:

I:--Who-rs-over-the-age-of-fourteen—and-+2-reguiarty
efiptoyeds

2 L. Whoue-educationai-guatirfreatrons-are-egquat-to-theose
of-puptris-whe-have-compieted-tha-srghth-grades Who has

completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited

school or has obtained a high school equivalency diplecma under
chapter 259A.
3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of

record or judge,

4 3. While attending religious services or receiving
religious instructions.

5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school
accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11,
subsecticn 13.

5. Who is attending private equivalent instruction

previded for at least one hundred eighty days per school year,

as defined under section 279.10, by a certilicated teacher.

- 2=
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Attendance shall be for at least one hundred forty-eight days

each year, and shall be met by attendance for at least thirty-

seven days each school quarter, or a similar distribution of

attendance throughout the calendar vear.

6. who has been excused under secticn 299.22.

7. Who is attending an exempted program uncer section

299.24.
Sec. 5. Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended teo read as

follows:
249.3 REPORTS FROM PRIVAPE NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Wikmen-ten-days-from-receipt-of-notrece-from-the-secretary
sE-the-vehoot~district-within-whiteh-any-private-scheol-ts

conduerad On or before the third Friday in September ¢f each

school vear, and at any time when requested in individual

cases, the principal of sueh a nonpublic school shall;-onee

durtng-each-schoot-yesry~and-at-any-tiwe-when-regquested-n

indrviduat-eagess furnish to sueh the secretary of the public

school district, wilihin which the nonpubiic schaol 1s located,

4 vertifilcate and report 1n duplicate of the names, ages, and

number of days attendance ¢f each pupll oI eneRr the nonpublic

schiol ever-seven who has reached the age of six and 15 under

sixteen eighteen years of age, the course of study pursuved by
each-such-ehitd the pupil, the texts used, and the namesz of
the teachers, during the preceding year and fromn the time of
the last preceding report to the time at which a report is
requlred. The secretary shall retain one of the reports and
file the other with the secretary of the area educat:ion
agency.

Sec. 6. Section 299.4, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTICN.

The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian cf a

child who by September 15 ts-ever-seven has reached the age of

5ix and 1s under sixteen eighteen years of age, who places the

child under private instruction unrnder section 299.2,

-3-
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supsectlion 5, not in an accreditecd er-approeved school, shalil

furnish a report in cduplicate, to the district by the earliest
starting date specified in section 275.10, subsection 1. The

secrertary shall retain and file one copy and forwacrd the oiner

- PV S

copy to the district's area education agency. The report

(2]

6 shall state the name and age of the child, the period of time
7 during which the child has been or will bes under private

8 instruction for the sehesoi year, an outline cf the course of

S study, texts used, and the name and address of the tasbtrycesrz
10 teacher. The term "outline of course of study" shall include,
11 but is not limited to, subjects ccovered, weekly lesson plans,
12 and time spent on the areas of study.

i3 Sec. 7. Section 29%.5, Code 1989, is amended to read as

14 follows:
15 299.5 PROQOF OF MENTAL OR PHYSICAL CONDITION.
16 The parent, guardian, or custcdian of a child who ts-ovese

Y

. 17 seven has reached the age of six and 1s under grxteen eighteen
18 years of age by September 15, who is physically or mentally
19 unable to attend schocl, shall furnish procfs by aftrdavie

20 certificate under sections 281.6 and 28l1.7 as to the physical

21 or mental condition of the child.

QZ Sec. 8. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended %o read as

23 follows:

24 239.6 VIOLATIONS -- COMMUNITY SERVICE IN-H¥EU-6F OR FINLC
25 OR IMPRISONMENT,

Fe%426 Any person who shati-vretate viclates any of the provisions
27 of sections 299.1 e through 299.5, ineiusiver-shati-be for a
28 first offense, is guilty of a simple misdemeanor and-the-court
29 shati.

30 A first offense ceonviction is punishable by imprisonment

31 not exceeding ten days or a fine not exceeding one hundred

32 dollars. The court may order the person to perform not more

34 fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second or

. 33 than forty hours of unpaid community service instead of any

35 subsequent violation is guilty of a serious misdemeanor.

-4~
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s punishable by impriscnment

A second offense conviction

i
fine not exceeding five hundred

not exceeding twenty days or a
doliars, or beth a fine and imprisonment. The court may order

the person to perform unpaid community service iastead o7 any

fine or imprisonment.

A third or subseguent offense conviction is punishabie by

imprisonment not exceeding thirty days or a fine not exceeding
one thousand dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The
court may order the person to perform unpaid community service

instead of any fine or imprisonment.

I1f a parent, gquardian, or legal or actual custodian of a

child who i5 truant, has made an objective and reasonable gocd

faith effort tc comply with the provisions of sections 299.1

through 299$.5, the parent, quardian, or custodian shall not be

criminally liable for the chiid's nonattendance.
Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299.6A TINVESTIGATION OF TRUANT

CHILDREN.

The truancy officer shall repcocrt a child whe is truant
under scction 299.8, or who has accumulated fifteen unexcusecd
absences a3 defined under the hoard cf directors' or other
governing obody's attendance policy, during a three-year pericd
te the county attorrey. The county attorney shail invesiLigate
the report and mey file a petition under secticn 232.87 for a
Judicial deltermination of whether The chi>d is a child in need
of assistance, as defined in section 232Z.2, subsection 6.

Upon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent,
guardian, or legal or actual custodian for wviolations of
sections 299.1 through 299.5 relating to the same child, &he
county attorney shall investigate whether the child is a child
1n need of assistance and shall file a petition if there are
sufficlient facts to bring the child within the jurisdiction of
the court.

Sec. 10. Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED.
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Ary "Truant"” means a child esver-seven who has reached the

age of six and is under sixteen eightesn years of age. who ig

in proper physical and mental condliticn to attend school, and
{ P 5

who falls to attend school regularly as provided-im-eiris

~Be

e

erhaptery-wtethout-regsenaple-excuse~£far~the-aksences-cshat

deemed-to-be-a-truant recuired by the gchool ooarc’s or school

governing body's attendance policy.
Sec. 11. Section 29%.18, Code 1589, is amended %o read as

foellows:
299.10 TRUANCY QFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT —---CEOMPENSATION.

The board of each school district may;-ard-itn-schootl
dratriet3-mnaving-a-poputatton-ocf-etwenty-thousand shalls
appoint a truancy officer.

in-drsteteta-hraving-therein-a-ettyy-the The board may
appoint a member of the police fcrce, er marshal, as-such

officerr—and-other-digtriets-may-appornt-a-congstable a

the district truancy officer.

Sueh-offreers-ahati-be-patd-a-reasonabie-compensation-by
the-noards

Sec. 12. Section 299,11, Code 1989, is amended -o read as
follows:

296.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICELR.

The truancy officer shat: may take into custody without
warcrant any apparently truant child and place the child irn the
charge of the teacher-in-charge-of-the-pubitre school
principal, or the principal's designee, designated oy the
board of directors of the school district in which sazd the
child resides, or of any pritvate nonpublic school designated
by the persen-having-tegali-controi-of-the-ehiid parent,
guardian, or legal or actual custodian; but if it 1s other

than a public schocl, the instruction and maintenance of the
child ¢heretn shall be without expense to the school district.
The truancy officer shall promptly institute esriminas

proceedings against any person vioiating any 0f the provisions
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of secticns 299.1 ke through 299.5.

Sec. 13. Section 299.16, Cocde 1989, is amended tc read as
follows:

259,16 FAILURE TO ATTEND.

Scheool cfficers shall ascertain the number of children ever

suven who have reached the age of six and are under Sixteen

eighteen years of age, in their respective districts, the
number of such children who de-net-attend-scheet are truant

under section 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcused

absences during the school year, and so far as possible the

cause of the fallure to attend. School officgrs shall, until

July 1, 1999, biennially report this information to the

department of educaticn on forms provided by the department.

The department shall attach a summary of the reports witn the

department's report under section 256.9, subsecticn 28.
14. Section 299.18, Code 1289,

Sac. is amended o read as

follows:
299,18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL.

Children ever-geven who have reached the _age of six and are

under nrneteenr eighteen vears of ace and who are sc deaf or
biind or severely handicapped as to be unable to cbtain an
cducation in the eemmon schools shall be sent to the proper

state sehoeot-therefeor institution, or shall receive

apvropriate special education under chapter 281, unless

exempted, and any person having such a child under the
person’'s control or custody shall see that such child attends

such sehoet institution or special education during the

scholastiec year.

Sec. 15. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is amended tc read as
follows:
299 .20 ORDER.

Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section
299,19,

juvenile court or the district court.

the time of hearing shall be determined by the
If£, upon hearing, the

court determines that the perscn required to appear has the




L9
-
'\"I
T

custody and control of a child who should be required to
ey

atiend a state sehent lpstitution under section 289,18, hhw

court shali make an order requiring such person to keep such

N P % 1

child in attendance at such sehost institution.

Sec. 16. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is ameaded Lo reac as

[

Foilows:

23%.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED.

Attendance at the state institution may be excused when tne
e

uperintendent thereof of the institution is satisfieds thai

rr--Phat-the-chrid-t3-rn-such-bsedriy-or-menc&l-coendzicten-as

med

b
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to-prevene-or-rendesr-futtie—attendance-at-the-schools
7+

1 -~®hrat-the-chtid-t3-so-diseased-sr-posgessas-—such-habits
13 as-tu-render—the-childls-presence-a-mernace-to-the-heatth-or
14 merata-of-other-puptiss

3+:--Fhat the child 1s efficiently taught for the scholastic
year in a private nonpublic or other school devoted to such
instruction, ér by a private tutor, in the branchesd-sanght-in

public scheeols, or is shown to be physically or mentally

R e i =
(Yo R e « BENE S N « SR ]

unabie to attend school under secticn 299.5.
T &80 Sec. 17. DEPARTMINTAL STUDY. The department of education |
2: shail assist local school districts in determining the
72 expected impact of the provisions of this Act in terms of the
23 increased enrcllment of sixteen and seventeen year-oids, and
24 the characteristics of this population in terms of educational
25 and basic skill level, family support sftructure, orientation
26 to the traditional school curricula, and orilentation to
27 alternative curricula.
28 The department of education, in ccordination with the
29 department of human services, the suoreme court, the
30 department of public health, and the department of employment
31 services, shall do the following:
32 1. Identify experiences other states have had, and
) 33 educational and social suppeort responses they have made, as a
' 34 result of increasing the compulsory education age from sixteen

35 to e:ighteen years of age.
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2. Seek to develop program materials that consider health, .
employment and training, and numan service needs in additicn

[SO R

to education needs to assist local districts in serving

e W

students affected by this Act.
3. identify “"at-risk” middle schools ard high schools

within the state. TFor purposes of this section, "at-risk"

o2 B Ca T

means schools that are categorized by high levels of one or

8 more of the following: belcocw grade performing students, grade

-~

retention, school dropouts, school expulsions, teen pregnancy,
10 poverty, single parent families, substance abuse, teenage

11 suicides, youth unemploymeat, juvenile delirquency, and child

i?2 abuse.
13 4. Provided that no other resources are made available for
14 this purpose, develop a strategy for "at-risk" schools to work

5 in coordination with other service providers, private

16 employers, and parents and students to address student needs

L7 and improve studert achievement.

18 Sec. 18. ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS. Scheols which provide .
19 alternative educational programs, for middle school and high

20 schoo. students, designed to preovide Incentives for the

2] students to remain in schocl, shall not be subject to the

2% minimum hours of instruction requirement adcpted by the state

23 board of education.

24 Sec. 19. Tris Act does no%t apply to students who have

25 dropped out of school before the effective date of this Act.

26 Sec. 20. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299,15, Code
27 1989, are repealed.

28 EXPLANATION

29 This bill changes the compulsory attendance ages to require

36 children to attend school starting at age six and until they

31 reach eigbteen. Compulsory attendance policy is to be set by

32 the board of directors of a school district or other governing

33 or nonpublic bedy of a private school. The exception to the

34 compulsory attendance law for fourteen-year-~oid employed

35 chiidren is repealed. A one-hundred-eighty day, five and one- .

_9_.
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half hours of instructicn, requirement has been imposed upon
private instruction. Reports from private schools must be
made by the third Friday in September. The penalty for
violation of the compulsory attendance jaw has been changed to
increasing terms of imprisonment, fines, or ccmmunity service
instead of fine or imprisonment. Truancy will trigger
investigation by a county attorney and potential child in need
of assistance proceedings. If the parent, guardian, or
custodian is convicted three or more times for violating the
compulsory attendance law within a three-year period,
investigation and court proceedings will follow. A census
summary relating to attendance and school populaticn must be

provided to the department cf education.

LSB 15283V 73
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ENATE CLIP SHEET FEBRUARY 20, 1989

SENATE FILE 149

— 3084
@ - Amend Senate File 149 as follows:

1. Page 1, line 34, by striking the words "be
responsible for" and inserting the following:
"cause".

2. Page 1, line 35, by striking the words "ehiid
child's attendance in" and inserting the following:
“child tn to attend".

3. Page 4, by inserting after line 21 the
following:

"Sec. . NEW SECTION, 299,5A MEDIATION.

If a child is truant as defined in section 299.8,
school officers shall attempt to find the cause for
the child's absence and use every means available to
the school to assure that the child does attend. 1If
the parent, legal or actual guardian, or child refuses
to accept the school's attempt to cure the child's
nonattendance or the school's attempt to assure the
child's attendance 1is otherwise unsuccessful, the
truancy officer shall refer the matter to the county
attorney for mediation.

The county attorney shall cause a notice 2f the
referral to be sent to the parent or legal or actuel
guardian and designate a perscn to serve as medlator
in the matter. If mediation services are available in
the community, those services may be used as the
designated mediation service. The mediator shaill
contact the school, the parent or legal or actual
guardian, and any other person the mediator deems
appropriate in the matter and arrange meeting dates
arnd times for discussicn ¢f the child’'s ncnattendance.
The mediator shall attempt to ascertain the cause of
the ¢nild's nonattendance, attempt 0 cause Ih
parties to arrive at an agreement relative t2 the
cnild's attendance, and initiate referrals tc any
agencies or counseling that the mediator tolioves to
be apprepriate under the circumstances.
the martlies reach an agreement,. the agreement
e reduced to writing and signed oy 2 school
, parent or legal or actual guerdiar. and the

The mediator, the school, and tne narznt ox

i or actual guardian shall eacn raceive a ccpy of

agreement, which shall set forth the setiliement of
tesues and future respconsibilitles of 2ach partv.

The school district shal. ne responsible for
moricoring agreements arrived at gh

_lation. I parent or legal or

in madiation or v
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SENATE CLIP SHEET FEBRUARY 20, 1989

$-3084

Page 2

"violates" the following: "a mediation agreement
under section 299.5A or".

5. Page 4, line 27, by inserting after the figure
"299.5" the following: "or refuses to participate in
mediation under section 299.5a",

6. Page 9, by inserting after line 4 the
following:

" . Develop definitions of the terms "at-risk
student" and “"dropout" which are appropriate for
students in middle and high schools and which will
assist districts in identifying students in need of
alternative academic programming."”

7. By renumbering as necessary.

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK
$-3084 FILED FEBRUARY _ 16, 1989

ADOPTED ). y(,-§4 ( pp. 425)
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SENATE FILE 149
S$-3083

1 Amend Senate File 149 as follows:

2 1. Page 5, by striking lines 16 through 32,
By JULIA GENTLEMAN
5-3083 FILED FEBRUARY 16, 1989

LOST D-il- $G (p 420Q)

Page 3



SENATE FILE 149

' 3085
it Amend Senate tTile 149 as follows:

1. Page 5, by inserting after 1line 10, the
following:

"If community service i1s imposed as part of a
sentencing order, the court may require that part or
all ¢f the service be performed for a public school
district or nonpublic school if the court finds that
service in the school i1s approprlate under the
circumstances."”

2. Page 7, line 10, by striking the wcrds "the
schoel year" and inserting the following: "a three-
year periog".

3. Page 7, line 14, by inserting after the word
"regnorts! the following ", an_analysis of tne data,
and ooligcy racommencdations pased on “he data
analysis”.

4. Page 7, line 22, by striking the word “oroper"
ard inserting the following: “mreper approoriate ate”

S. Page 7, line 26, by striking the worc sucr"
anrdé inserting the following: ‘'“suen the”.

6. Page 7, line 27, by striking the word "such"
and iaserting the following: "suea tne'.

7. Page 7, iine 27, by inserting after the word
“education” the [ollowing: "program®.

§. Page 8, line 3, by striking the word "such"
and inserting the following: azeh the'.

Page 8, linea 4, by striking the word "such"
nserting zhe toLlowlng "sweh the",

pPage &, line 9, by striking the words "is

ied” and inserting the following: "is-satisfied

-

W00 =) R ) B W0 00 ] DY U W
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“Page 8, line 16, by striking the woré “such”
nserting cthe following: 'sueh Lhe”
Page 8. line 22, by striking the words
terms of the" and inserting the following: “on®
13. Page 8, line 24, by striking the words "in
terms of" and inserting the following: "with respect
to".
LARRY MURPHY JEAN LLOYD-JONES
PAT DELUHERY MAGGIE TINSMAN
S-3085 FILED FEBRUARY ig89
ADOPTID -l 8% (p14 3

SENATE FILE 149

it

in

S-3087

amend the amendment, $-3084, to Senate File 149 as
foliows:

1. Page 1, lines 16 and 17, by striking the words
"cure the chiid's nonattendance" and inserting the
following: ‘"assure the child's attendance”

2. Page 1, line 20, by inserting after the word
"mediation" the following: "or prosecution"

3. Page 1, line 21, by striking the word "The"
and inserting the following: "If the matter 1is
referred for mediation, the".

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK
PAT DELUHERY

S-3087 FILED_FEBRUARY 16, 1989
-’EVKJE % /57 )




SENATE CLiP SHEET

JANUARY 23, 1990

SENATE FILE 149

FISCAL NOTE .

A fiscal note for SENATE FILE 149, AS AMENDED i1s hereby submitted pursuant to
Joint Rule 17. Data used in developing this fiscal nore is available from the
Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.

Senate File 149, as passed by the House, requires children to attend school
from age six to sixteen, The board of directors of a school district or
private school governing body would set compulsory attendance policy. The
exception to the compulsory attendance law for fourteen-year-old employed
children is repealed. A one-hundred-eighty day, five and one-half hocurs of
instruction requirement has been imposed upon private instrucrion. Reports
from private schools must be made by the third Friday in September. The
penalties for violartion of :this compulsory attendance ilaw are increasing fines
or community serwvice. Truancy can lead to investigation by a county attorney
and potential c¢hild in need of assistance proceedings. If the parent,
guardian, or custodian 1is convicted three or more times for violating the
compulsory attendance law, 1investigation and court proceedings would follow.

ASsumprions:

1. There are approximately 500 six-vear-olds <currently not enroiled in
school.
2. The average state aid per pupil cost is $3,011. .

Fiscal Effecr:

With 500 additionai pupils, an additional $1,505,500 would be generated from
the school aid formula. Qf this, 51,249,565 would be from state aid and
$255,935 from local property tax.

The additional Department of Education reporting reguirements 15 estimated ©o
cost $60,000 for one FTE to coordinate with lLocal districcs.

Loeeal districts would have additional costs if altarmative programs would be
regquired.

Additional costs would ve incurred at the county levei by the requirement that
the county attorney investigate each repori of students accumulating 15 or mere
unexcusec absences during a school year. There 1s no estimate avallable as 2o
what this would cost.

Sourge: Department of Zducation (.SB 1528sv.2, JAS)

TILED JANUARY 22, 1990 8Y DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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ftscai ocote for SENATE FILE 149 ts herebv submiz:ied pursvant to Joint Rule
7. Data usaed in developany this fiscal vote s availabie Yrom the Legistative

tscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon reques=z.
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Senate File 149, as passed by the Senate, requires children to attand school
from age six to sixteen wuntil June 30, 1994, After June 30, 1994 che
compulsory atrtendance age 1s from age six to elghteen. The board of directors
of a scheol district or private school geverning hody would set compulsory
attendance pelicy. The exception to the compulssry aitendance law for
fourteen-ysar-old emcioyed children 1is vrepealed. A one-hundred-eighty day,
five and one-half heurs of lastruction requirement Has been imposed upon
private 1instruction. Reports from private schools must be made by the third
friday in September. The penalties for violation of this compulsory attendance
taw  are  increasing fines or community service.  Truancy can lead to
investigation Dy & County attorney and potential child in need of assistance
proceedings, [f the parent, guardian, or custodian is convicted three or meore
times for wviolating the compuisory attendance law, investipation and court

proceedings would foliow.

Assumptions:
1. There are approximateiy 300 six-year-olds cucrrentiy not enrolied in
scheol .

2. for FY 1990, there were 4,495 dropouts recorded.
3. The average state ald per puptl cost is $3,0i1l.

Fiscal Effecc:

Aith 500 addit:iocrnal pupils, an additional §$1,505,500 would be generated from
the school aié  formuia. Of this, §1,249,565 wouid bHe from state a:d and
$255,935 from local property tax.

With 4,995 additional pupils ia 1994 using FY 90 e2stimates, an addizional
$15,039,945 would be generated from the school aid formula. 0f =his,
$12,483,154 would te from state aid and $2,59%6,791 from local property tax.

The additional Department of Education reporting reguirements is estimated %o
cost $60,000 for one FTEZ to coordinate with locai districts.

L districts would have additicral cosis (f alternartive programs would be
Additionai «¢9sts wouid be incurred ar the county levei nv che
the counly attornev invwestigate each report of students accumul

. €

unexcused absences during a school vea There 1s no =stima
what this would cost,

Source! Neparrmenr ot lducation (I.SR 1528sv, JAS)

iLED JANUARY 22, 199¢ BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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1 An Act relating to the compulsory attendance and truancy laws and

2 providing penaltlies.
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Section 1. Section 279.10, subsecticn 1, Code 1989, is
amended to read as follows:

1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July
and each regularly established elementary and secondary school
shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in
which the first day of September falls but no later than the

firat-Menday-in-December September 15. School shail continue

for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in
subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar
year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel
for in-service %raining and development purposes before the
date to begin elementary and secondary school.

Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1989,
is amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of each public school district and
the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall

prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance

policy which shall include at least one hundred forty-eight

days of attendance, to be met by attendance for at least

thirtv-sever days each school quarter, for the schools under

their jurisdictions. The minimum educational program shail be
the curriculum set forth in s2ction 256.11, except as
ctherwise provided by law. The noard of directors of a public
school district shail not allow discrimination :in any
educatlional program on the basis of race, coior, creed, sex.
marital status or place of national origin.

Sec. 3. Section 299.1, Code 13989, 1s amended to read as
follows:

299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS.

The Zxcept as provided in section 299.2, the parent,

guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child who is-over

seven nas reached the age of six and 1s under stxteen eighteen

vears of age by September 15, in proper physical and mental

condition to attend school, shail enmreoil cause the child in to

attend some public school, commencing as orovided under

R
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section 272.10. The board of directors of a public schocl

district or the governing body of an accredited nonpublic

scheol shall set the number of days of required attendance for

the schools under its control,

frne-board-may;-by-resoiuttony-regquire-attendance-in-the
pubitc-acheeta-for-the-entire-time-whean-the-schoois-are-in
ses3azen~in-any-sechoot-years

A-chiid-shati-attend-en-accredited-or-approved-schoot-for
at-teast-one-hundred-twenty-days-each-seheooi~year:--Fhe
requirement-shaii-be-met-by-atcendance-for-at-lteast-chrrty
days-each-sehooi-quartery-or-a-simitar-drstribation-of
attendance-throughont-the-sehooi-years

in-tten-pf-speh-attendance-such-chitid-may-attend-upen
eguivaient-rnastruction-by-a-certified~teacher-eisewneres

Sec. 4. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.2 EXCEPTIONS.

Section 2959.1 shall not apply to any child:

zr--Who-ts-over-the-age-cf-fourteen-and-+a-reguiarty
empioyeds

2 1. Whose-esducationat-quattrficacrons-are-equai-to-those
of-pupits-who-have-compteted-the-etght-gqrader Whc has

completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited

scheol or has obtained a high school equivalency diploma under

chapter 259A.

3 2. wWho is excused for sufficient reason by any court of
record or 3udge.

¢ 3. While attending religious services or recelvin
religious instrucrions.

5 4. Who is attending a private college opreparatory school
accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11,
subsection 13.

5. Who is attending private equivalent instruction

provicged for at least one hundred eighty days per school vyear,

as defined under section 279.10, by a certificated teacher.




s.r. {49 wu.r.

Attendance shall be for at least one hundred forty-eight days
each year, and shall be met by attendance for at least thirty-

seven days each schocl quarter, or a similar distribution of

attendance throughout the calendar year.

6. Who has been excused under section 299.22.
7. Who is attending an exempted program under section

296.24.
Sec. 5. Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as

follows:
2959.3 REPORTS FROM PRIVAPE NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS.
Within-ten-days-from-receipt-of-notica-from-the-secretary
of-the-sehooct-dratriet-withtn-whtch-any-private-sensot-+9

conduected On or before the third Friday in September of each

school year, and at any time when requested 1n individuail

cases, the principal of swel a noanpublic school shails-ence

durrng-each-achoot-yeary-and-se-any-cime-when-reguested-n

rndividuati-cases; furnish to such the secretary of the public

schoel district, withip which the nonpubli¢ school is located,

a certificate and report in duplicate of the names, ages, and

number of days attendance of each pupil of aaeh the nonpubl:ic

school ever-seven who has reached the age of six and is under

srxteen eighteen years of age, the course of study pursued by
each-sueh-ehitd the pupil, the texts used, and the names of
the teachers, during the preceding year and from the time of
the last preceding report to the time at witich a report is
required. The secretary shall retain one of the reports and
file the other with the secretary of the area education
agency.

Sec. 6. Section 299.4, Code 1989, 1s amenced to read as
follows:

299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTION.

The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a

cnild who by September 15 ta-over-seven has reached the age of

six and is under sixteen eighteen years of age, who places the

child under private instruction under section 29$.2,
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subsection 5, not in an accredited er-appreved school, shall

furnish a report in duplicate, to the district by the earliest
starting date specified in section 279.10, subsection 1. The
secretary shall retaln and file one copy and forward the other
copy to the district's area education agency. The report
shall state the name and age of the child, the period of time
during which the child has been or will be under private
instruction for the scheol year, an outline of the course of
study, texts used, and the rname and address of the tastructer
teacher. The term "outline of course of study" shall inciude,
but is not limited to, subjects covered, weekly lesson plans,
and time spent on the areas of study.

Sec. 7. Section 299.5, Code 1989, 1s amended to read as
follows:

299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR PHYYSICAL CONDITION.

The parent, guardian, or custodian of a child who ts-ever

seven has reached the age of six and is under eixteen eighteen

years of age by September 15, who is physically or mentally
unabie to attend school, shail furnish proofs by affidavzt

certificate under sections 281.6 and 28l.7 as to the physical

or mental condition of the chiid.
Sec. 8. NEW SECTICN. 298.5A MEDIATICN.

IF a child is truan:t as defined in section 299.8, school

officers shall attempt to find tne cause for the child's

absence and use every means aveilable to the schocl to assure

that the cnild does attend. If the parent, legai or actual

guardian, or child refyses to accept the school's attempt to

assure the chi1ld's attendance or the school's attempt to

assure the child's attendance 1s ctherwise unsuccessful, the

truancy officer shall refer the matter to the county attorne
Y

for mediatlon or prosecution.

the matter 1s referred fcr mediation, the county

IC
attorney snall cause a notice of the referral to be sent to

the parent or legal or actual guardian and designate a perscn
£o

serve as mediator in the matter. If mediation services are

-4-
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available in the community, those services may be used as the

designated mediation service. The mediator shall contact thne

school, the parent or legal or actual guardian, and any other

person the mediator deems appropriate in the matter and

arrange meeting dates and times for discussion of the child's

nonattendance. The mediator shall attempt to ascertain the

cause of the child's nonattendance, attempt tc cause the

parties to arrive at an agreement relative tc the chiid's

attendance, and initiate referrals to any agencies oc

counseling that the mediator believes tpo be appropriate under

the circumstances.

If the parties reach an agreement, the agresment shall be

recduced to writing and signed by a school offlcer, parent or

iegal or actual guarcian, and the chilid. The mediator, the

school, and the parent or legal or actual guardian shall esach

receive a copy of the agreement, which shall set forth the

settlement of the issues and future responsibilities of each

party.

The schcol district shall be responsible for monitoring any

agreements arrived at through mediation. If a parent or legal

or actual guardian refuses to engage in mediation or violates

a term of the agreement, the matter shall be rereferred to tne

R Y

county attorney for prosecution under section 299.6.

et gk f o BN R ATTE L v PR T TS T I

Sec. 9. Section 299.6, Ccde 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.6 VIOLATIONS -- COMMUNITY SZRVICE ¥N-bIEY-6P OR FINE
OR IMPRISONMENT.

Any perscn wno shati-visiate violates a medliaticn agreement

under section 299.5A ¢r any of the provisions of sections

299.1 ro rhrough 299.5 or refuses to participate in medlation

under sectlion 299,.5A, inciusiver—shair—me for a fFirst offense,

is guilty of a simple misdemeancr and-the-court-shati,

A first offense conviction is punishabie by imprisonment

not exceeding ten days or a fine not exceeding cne hundrad

dollars. The court may order the person to perform not mcre




ol

— o

SRV S, SR R NS S SR X R

[
(N N

et
£

— -
~J O W

LV
< ow @

tJ
b

[ I S R S I L S S
W o= v e W

[V R PN B VS N
w O

[V}
<N

(V8]
(¥}

than forty hours of unpaid community service instead of any

fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second or

subsequent viclation is gquilty of a serious misdemeanor.

A second offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment
P Y prisonment

not exceeding twenty days or a fine not exceeding five hundred

dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The court may order

the person to perform unpaid community service instead of any

fine or imprisonment.

A third or subsequent offense conviction is punishable by

imprisonment not exceeding thirty days or a fine not exceeding

one thousand dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The

court may order the person to perform unpaid community service

instead of any fine or imprisonment.

If community service is imposed as part of a sentencing

crder, the court may require that part or all of the service

pe performed for a public schocl district or nenpublic school

if the court finds that service in the school 1s appropriate

uncder the circumstances.

If a parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a

child who 1s truant, has made an objective and reasonable good

faith effort to comply with the provisions of sect:ions 299.1

througn 299.5, the parent, guardian, or custodian shall nct be

criminaily liable for the child's nonattendance.

Sec. 10, NEW SECTION. 299.6& INVESTIGATION OF TRUANT
CHILDREN.

The truancy officer shall repcrt a child who 1s truant

under section 299.8, or who has accumulated {if:een unexcused
absences as defined under the board of direcrtors’ or ciher
governing body's attendance policy, during a three-year period
to the county attorney. The county attorney shall investigate
the report and may file a petition under section 232.87 fcr a
judicial determination of whether tne child is a chiid in need
of assistance, as defined in section 232.2, subsection 6.
Upon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent,

guardian, or legal or actual custodian for violations of
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sections 299.1 through 299.5 relating to the same child, the .,
county attorney shall investigate whether the child is a child
in need of assistance and shall file a petiticn i1f there are
sufficient facts to bring the c¢hild within the jurisdiction of
the court.
Sec. 11. Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:
299.8 “"TRUANT" DEFINED,
Any "Truant" means a child ever-seven who has reached the

age of six and 1s under 3:ixteen eighteen years of age, who is
in proper physical and mental condition to attend school, and

who fails to attend school regularly as provided-im-tihrs
ehapter;-without-reasenabie-excuse~for-the-absence;-shair-be
deemed-to-be-a-ternant required by the school bcard's or schocl

governing body's attendance policy.
Sec. 12, Section 299.10, Code 1989, is amended Lo read as

follows:
299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT ---COMPENSATPION. .
The board of each schcol district may;-and-irn-schooi
districta-paving-a-peputation-of-twenty-thouzand shalls
appoint a truancy officer.
in-districts-having-therein-a-citys-the The board may
appoint a member of the police force, er marshal, as-such
offrecery-and-other-districea-may-appornt-a-constabie a

teacher, school c¢cfficial, or other sultable person to serve as

the district truancy officer.

Such-officers-shati-be-patd-a-reasonabie-comcensation-by
she-doards

Sec. 13. Section 299.11, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.11 DUTIES 0OfF TRUANCY OFFICER.

The truancy cfificer shatt may take into custody without
warrant any appara2ntly truant child and place the child in the

charge of the teacher-in-erarge-of-tpme-pubire school .
principal, or the principal‘s designee, designated by the
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board of directors of the school district in which said the
child resides, or of any private nonpublic school designated
by the persen-having-legai-controi-ef-tne-chiid parent,
guardian, or legal or actual custodian; but if it is other

than a public school, the instruction and maintenance of the
child theretn shall be without expense to the schocl district.

The truancy officer shall promptly institute ecrimrnat
proceedings against any person vielating any of the provisions
of sections 299.1 te through 299.5.

Sec. 14. Section 295.16, Code 1989, 1s amended to read as
follows:

299.16 FAILURE TO ATTEND.

Scrioocl officers shall ascertain the number of children ever

seven who have reached the age of six and are under sixseen

eighteen years of age, in their respective districts, the
number of such children who de-net-attend-sehoor are truant

under section 299.8 or who have accunulated fifteen unexcused

absences during a three-year period, and sc far as possible

the cause of the failure to attend. School officers shaii,

until July i, 1999, bienniaily report this information to the

department of education on forms provided by the department.

The department shall attach a summary of the reports, an

analysis cof the data, and policy recommendaticns based on the

data analysis with the department's repert under section

256.9, subsection 28.
Sec. 15. Section 299.18, Code 1989, is amended to read as

follows:
289.18 EDUCATION =-- STATE SCHOOL.

Children ever-szeven who have reached the age of six and are

«nder ninmeteen eighteen years of age and who are so deaf or
blind or severely handicapped as to be urnable to obtain an
education in the ecommenm schocls shall be sent to the proper

appropriate state seneeoi-tmherefer institution, or snal

receive appropriate special education under chapter 281,
n

uniess exempted, and any person having such a child under the

—8—
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person's control or custody shall see that such the child ..
attends suech the sehool institution or SQQETET_;EEEBtion
program EG?E;;-:BQ scholastic year.
= Sec. 16. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:
299.20 ORDER.
Upon the filing of the application mentioned in sectior
299.19, the time of hearing shall be determined by the

juvenile court or the district court. If, upon hearing, the
court determines that the person required to appear has the
custody and control of a child who should be required to
attend a state sehooi institution under section 299.18, the

court shall make an order requiring suech the person to keep
S —
such child in attendance at suel the scheel institution.
e — R
Sec. 17. Section 299,22, Code 1989, 1is amended to read as

follows:
299,22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED.
Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the

superintendent theresf of the institution ¢s-satisfired

determines+ that

i --Phat-the-chitid-ts-in-gsuch-dodity-or-mencat-condreion-as
to-prevent-cr-render-futite-atrandance-at-the-achoots

2-—-That-the-eniid-ra-ao~-diseasad-or-possesses-such-habihe
as-to-render-the-chritdis-presence-a-menace-to-the-heatth-or
morats-of-other-puptiss

3s--%hat the c¢hild is efficiently taught for the scholastic
year in a private nonpublic or other schocl devoted to such

C—

the instruction, er by a private tutor, 1n the 3ranches-cazant

—kvh.
tn public schools, or 18 shown to bhe physica.sly ¢r mentally

unable to attend school under section 299.5.
Sec. 18. DEPARTMENTAL STUDY. The department of education

shall assist local school districts in determining the

expected impact of the provisions of this Act on increased
enroliment of sixteen and seventeen year-9ids, and tne .

characreristics of this popnlilation with respect to =2cducavional

L dars AR NIIITET:
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and basic skill level, family support structure, orientation
to the traditional school curricula, and orientation to
alternative curricula.

The department of education, in coordination witnh the
department of human services, the supreme court, the
department of public health, and the department of empioyment
services, shall do the following:

1. Identify experiences other states have had, and
educaticnal and social support responses they have made, as &
result of increasing the compulsory education age from sixteen
to eighteen years of age.

2. Seek to develop program materials that consider health,
employment and training, and human service needs in addition
to education needs to assist local districts in serving
students affected by this Act.

3. Develop definitions of the terms "at-risk student"” and

"dropout” which are appropriace for students in middle and

high schools and which will assist districts in identifying

students in need cf alternative academic programming.

4. Identify "at-risk" middle schoocls and high schools
within the state., For purposes of this section, "at-risxk®
means schools that are categorized by high levels of cne or
more of the following: below grade performing students, grade
retention, school dropouts, school expulsions, teen pregnancy,
poverty, single parent families, substance abuse, teenage
suicides, youth unempicyment, juvenile delinguency, and child
abuse,

5. Provided that nc other resources are made avalliable for
this purpose, develop a strategy for "at-risk" schools to work
In coordination with other service providers, private
employers, and parents and students to address student needs
and improve student achievement.

Sec. 19. ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS. Schools wnich provide
alternative educational programs, for middie school and hign

school students, designed to provide incentives for the

-10-
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1 students to remain in school, shall not be subject to the .
2 minimum hours of instruction requirement adopted by the state
3 board of education.
548 4 Sec. 20. This Act does not apply to students who have
5 dropped out of school before the effective date of this Act.
Sec. 21. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299.15, Code
1989, are repealed.

O
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2 printed by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 3,
4 following:

5 "7.

Who is exempted under section"

and re-

by striking line 6 and inserting the

By SPEAR of Lee

H-3323 FILED MARCH 9, 1989
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SENATE FILE 149

H-3848
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Amennd Senate File 149 as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting before line }, the
following:

"Sec. __ . Section 256.9, Code 1989, is amended by
adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 35. Develop model guidelines for
district in-service training programs £for truancy
officers.”

2. Page 1, by striking lines 18 and 19, and
inserting the following: “policy which shall require
each child to attend school for at least one hundrecd
forty-eight days, to be met by attendance for at
least".

3. Page 1, line 32, by striking the wcrds
“sixteen eighteen” and inserting the following:
"sixteen"

4. Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 25, and
inserting the following:

"2r--HWhose-educationai-quaiifications-are-cquai-to
these-of-pupris-who-kave-compiteted-the-erghth-grades"”

5. Page 3, line 22, by striking the words
"stxteen eighteen"” and inserting the fsoliowing:
"sixteen". S

6. Page 3, lire 34, by strixing the words
"srxteen cighteen"” and inserting the following:
"sixteen".

7. Page 4, lire 17, by strixing
“srxreen eighteen” and inserting th
"sixteen".

8. Page 5, line 2, by fnse:tlng after the wo

"service." the following: "If mediation service
ot aveilable in the community, mediation sra
provided by Lhe co Uﬁty attorney or the county
attorney's designee.

$. Page 5, line 23, by inserting aliter uthe [:g
"299.6." the following: "The ¢z uaty attorney’s ofr

or the mecdiation se:zvice shall require the parent a
the school to pay a fee to help defray :the
aom;n‘gt.at've cost of mediation services. The county

trorney's office or the mediation gervice sha..
estgqxls“ a sliding scale sf fees to pe charged
carents, ovased upon ability te pav. A parent snall
not be denied the services ¢f a mediatocr ssiely
cecause of inability to pay tne fee."

10. Page 5, by striking lire 27 and
foliowing: “OR-IMPRISONMENE."

1. ?age 5, lines 33 and 34, by strikuir
words "imprisonment not exceeding ten éay%
WO T

12. Page 6, line 2, by strixking the
J [

nserting one

,_
ol
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
20
31
32
33
34
35
36
-37
38
39
40
41
42
344143
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
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O red

cnlidren's fa ilies. "
llnes 14 and 1%, by striking the
and inserting the followlng:

"sixteer".

22. Page 8, line 16, by striking the word "such"
and inserting the following: “suek those™.

23. Page 9, line 14, by striking the words "such
child® and inserting the following: ‘"eweh the chillid"
24. Page 9, line 32, by striking the words "tne
prGVl sions of this Act® and inserting the following:
"an increase in the maximum mandatory attendance age

from sixteen to up to elghteer

25. Page 10, line 7, by inserting after the word
"shall® the following: “by January 19%90,".

26. Page 10, line 29, by inserting after the word
“develop” the following: "recommendations for™

27. Page 10, by inserting after line 32 the
fcllowing:

"6. Develcp recommendations regarding alternative
programming for students who are at risk of dropping
out of the regular schools and programs. The
recommendations shall include, but are not limited to,
the following:

a. Modification of the minimum educational
standards contained in section 256.11.

bh. Alternative curricula, including competency-

_2..




HCUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 7, 1988

SENATE FILE 149

Amend the amendment, HB-3848, to Senate File 149 as

i i
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as

3
4
p)
6
7
8
9

B-3884 FILED APRIL 6, 1989r

-
Pled DETANE R S N L v kg
H u § v -t AY
l\'\ A e Ho i 1= f"l; ;
!

follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 9, the
following:

" . Page 1, line 8, by striking the words "one
hundred eighty" and inserting the following: '"ene
hundred-erghety two hundred".”

2, Page 1, line 10, by striking the words "and
19" and inserting the following: "through 20".

3. Page 1, by striking lines 12 through 14 and
inserting the following: "each child to attend school
for at least one hundred sixty-eight days, to be met
by attendance for at least forty-two days each school
guarter, for the schools under”.”

4. Page 1, by inserting after line 21, the
following:

" . Page 2, line 34, by striking the words "one
hundred eighty" and inserting the following: "two
hundred”.

. Page 3, line 1, by striking the words "one
hundred forty-eight" and inserting the following:

"one hundred sixty-eight".

. Page 3, lines 2 and 3, by striking the word
"thirty-seven" and inserting the following: "forty-
two"-ll

S. By renumbering as necessary.

By CORBETT of Linn
“ (f/ )
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SENATE FILE 149

Amend the amendment, H-3848, to Senate File 149, as

amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as

follows: .
1. Page 3, by inserting after line 9 the

following:
"Sec. . 1988 lowa Acts, chapter 1259, sections

7, 8, and 9, are amended to read as follows:

SEC. 7. Notwithstanding section 8CZ.4,
prosecutions for violations of chapter 299, which
occur between the affective date of this Act and July
1., 989 1990, shall be deferred until after July 1,
1969 1990 unless the parent, guardian, oOr custodian
fails to meet the reguirements of section 299.4.

w

This section does not appiy to any parent,
gquardian, or custodian who has enrolled a child in an
equivalent instruction program which meets the
reculrements of section 299.1 on or prior Lo the
affective date of this Act.

SEC. 8. Until July 1, 989 1980, any person
providing eguivalent instruction undec section 299.1
shall provide evidence, as part of the report
submitvted under section 299.4, that any child
instructed has compiied with the immunization
requirements of section 139.9.

SEC. 9. CUntil July 1, 3989 1990, a person who is
not a certified instructor, but who is providing

)

eguivalent instruction under section 299.1, is a
mandatory reporter of child abuse unde: seczlon

232.589."
By DAGGETT of Adams

[
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 11, 1989 Page 9

SENATE FILE 149

H-3952

30
31
32

Amend the amendment, H-3848, to Senate File 149, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 21 the
following:

" . Page 3, by inserting after line 7 the fol-
lowing:

"2. Who is attending a noncertified home education
or noncertified school program provided for at least
one hundred eighty days per calendar year. Attendance
in a noncertified home education or noncertified
private school program shall be for at least one
hundred forty-eight days each year, and shall be met
by attendance for at least thirty-seven days each
school quarter, or a similar distribution of
attendance throughout the calendar year.

For purposes of this subsection, "noncertified home
education program" means an educational program
provided in a home by a noncertificated teacher, who
holds a minimum of a high school diploma or its
equivalent under chapter 259A, who is a parent or
guardian to one or more students, who have reached the
age of six and are under sixteen years of age by
September 15, and who are siblings.

For purposes of this subsection, "noncertified
private school program" means an educational program
provided in a nonpublic school, which is not
accredited by the state board of education under
section 256.11 and which employs persons to provide
instruction who do not possess a teacher's certificate
issued under chapter 260, but who hold a minimum of a
bachelor's degree.””

By CORBETT of Linn

H-3952 FILED APRIL 10, 1989
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SENATE FILE 149

H-3931

O 00~ OV D LD e e

amend the amendment, 1-3848, to Senate File 149, as
amended, passed, ané reprinted by the Sernate, a&s
follows:

1. Page 2, by striking lines 37 through 40, and

inserting the following:
" Page 10, by striking lines 4 through 7, and

inserting the following:

"The department of education shall, by January
1990, do the following:".

L Page 10, line 15, by striking the words
“affected by this Act® and inserting the following:
"who are at risk of dropping out of the regular
schools and programs"”.

. Page 10, by striking lines 20 through 32."

2. Page 2, line 43, by striking the figure "6."
and inserting the following: "4."

3. Page 3, line 4, by striking the words
"graduation requirements" and inserting the following:
"options for graduation”.

4. Page 3, by inserting after line 4, the
following:

" Page 10, by inserting before line 33, the

following:

"The department of education, 1in coordination with
the department of human services, the supreme court,
the department of public heaith, and the department of
employment services, by July 1991, shall build a data
base which will assist in the identification of at-
risk students and middle and high schools within tre
state having a significant population of at-risk
students. At-risk characteristics to be considered
may include, but are rnot limited to, high levels of
one or more of the following: below grade level
performing students, grade retention, school dropouts,
school expulsions, teen pregnancy, poverty, single
parent families, substance abuse, teenage suicides,
youth underemployment, juvenile delinquency, and child
abuse. In building this data base, consideration
shall be given to protecting the privacy of the
individual student and limiting the data burden on
school districts."

S. By renumbering as necessary.
By NEUHAUSER of Johnson

CORBETT of Linn

H-3931 FILED APRIL 7, 1989
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SENATE FILE 149

H-4068

1 Anend amendment H-4057, to Senate File 149, as

2 amended, passed and reprinted by the Senate as
i f01§?wsﬁage 1, line 6, by striking the wor?s "each
s cemester" and inserting the word "annually"”.
By SWARTZ of Marshall
H-4068 FILED APRIL 17, 1989 -
TS RS N R RS I S ARGy

SENATE FILE 149
H-4057

Amend Senate File 149, as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as fcllows:

1. Page 8, line 16, by inserting after the word
"number" the followlng: "and names".

2. Page 8, by striking line 20, and inserting the
fcllowing: "each semester, report this information,
along with the number and names of children who in the
Judgment of the distzict have an attendance problem,
to the".

3. Page 8, line 21, by inserting after the words
“the department." the following: “The department
shall anaiyze the information and annually advise the
districts on possible solutions to local attendance
problems. "

!

Vol SN T S g
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By SWARTZ of Marshall
H-4057 TFILED APRIL 17, 1989
ADOPTED  _ \-vj widi | 3ii.-i7)
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SENATE CLIP SEEET APRIL 19, 1389 Page

5-37%0
Page 3
l from sixteen to up to eighteen”.
2 29. Page 10, by strixing lines 4 through 7, and
3 1nserting the following:
4 "The department of education shall, by January

189G, co the fecilowing:".

30, Page 10, line 15, by srriking the words
"affected by tnhls act” and inserring the follow:ing:
"who are at risk of dropping out of the reqular
schools and programs”.

31. Page 10, by striking lines 20 through 32.

32. Page 10, by 1nsercing after lirne 32 the
following:

"4, Develcp recommendations regarding alternative
programming for students who are at risk of c¢ropoing
cut of the regular schools and programs. The
recommendations shall include, but are not limited to,
the following:

a. Modificaticn of the minimum educational

13 standards contained in secticn 256.11.

20 b. Alternative curricula, ilncluding competency-

21 based instruction.

22 ¢. Alterrative zeaching methods, including indi-

23 vidualized programming.

24 d. Alternative options fcr graduation.”

25 33. Page 10, byv inserting before line 33, the

26 following:

27 "The depariment of education, :in ccordination with
,,{. 28 the department of human services, the supreme court,
E 29 the department of public health, and the department of

30 employvment services, by July 1991, shall pulld a data

31 base which willl assist in the identification of ac-

32 risk students and middle and nigh schools within the

33 state having a significant pcpulation of at-risk

34 students., At-risk characterist.cs to be considered

35 may 1nciude, but are not limited tc, high levels cof

36 one or mcre of the f¢llowing: Delow grade level

37 performing students, grade retention, schocl dropouts,

38 school expulsions, teen pregnancy, poverty, single

39 parent families, substance abuse, teenage suicides,

40 youth underemployment, juvenile delinguency, anrd child

41 abuse. In building this data base, consideration

42 shall pbe given to protecting the privacy of the
43 individual student and limiting the data burden on

44 schoel districts.

15 34. Pace 10, lines 33 and 34, by striking tne

46 words "Schools whnich provide alternative” and

47 inserting the following: "Alternative",.
fd-48 35. Page ll, by striking lines 4 and 5 and

49 inserting the fcllowing:

50 "Sec. . BAR OF PROSECUTION. Notwithstanding
—j—

QO o~ NN L Ll RO PO DD SN LU
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S$-3750
Page 4
section
met the
chapter
section
chapter
July 1,
36,

1
2
3
3
5
6
7
8

$-3750 FILED APRIL 18, 1989

\/Su%'rﬁ Corippurred. 55§ (pdotD)

802.4, a parent, guardian, or custodian who
criteria for deferral of prosecutions of

295, under the 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1259,
7, shall not be prosecuted for violations of
299 which occurred between May 16, 1988, and
1989."

By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating

and correcting internal references as necessary.

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE
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Amend Senate File 149 as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follcws:

1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1, the
following:

"Sec. . Section 256.9, Code 1989, is amended by
adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 35. Develop model guidelines for
distriect in-service training programs for truancy
officers.,"

2. Page }, by striking lines 18 and 19, and
inserting the following: “"policy which shall require
each child to attend school for at least one hundred
forty-eight days, to be met by attendance for at
ieast”.

3. Page 1, iine 32, by striking the wcrds
“sixteen eighteen” and inserting the following:
“sixteen",

4. Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 25, and
inserting the fcllowing:

"Zr--Whose-educactonat-guairficastons-are-equai-<o
riese-of-puptis-whe-have-compieced-she-eighth-grades"
5. Page 3, by strixing line 6 aad 1nserting the

foilowing:

"7. Who is exempted under section'.

6. Page 3, line 22, by strixing the words
"sirxreen eighteen” and inserting the following:
"sixteen”.

7. Page 3, line 34, by striking the words
"arxteen eighteen” and insertiag the foliowing:
"sixteen”,

8. Page 4, line 17, by s*ri“‘ﬂg the words
ixreen eighteen" and inserting the fellowing:
ixteen”,

Y. Page 5, .ine 2, by inserting after the word
"service.” the focllowing: "If mediation services are
nct available in the community, mediation shall be
orovided by the county attcrney or the county
attcrney's designee.”

). Page 5, line 23, by inserting after the

f;gure "299.6." the fcllow:ing: "The county atctorney's
sffice or the mediation service shall require the
parent and the school to pay a fee to nelp defray the
administrative cost of mecdiation services. The county
attorney's office or the mediation service shall
establish a sliding scalie c¢f fees Lo be cnarged
carents, based upon apility ts pay. A parent shai:

not ne denlied the services of a mediator solel
because of inabilitv to pav the fee."
L1. ©Page S5, by striking line 27 and inserting the
foliowing: "OR-IMPRISONMEN?.®
_.l._




5-3750
Page 2
: 12, Page 5, iines 33 and 34, by striking the
2 words "impriscnment not exceeding ten davs or"
3 13. Page &, line 2, by riking the words "or
4 imprisonment” and 1nserting the folleowing: "eor
5 tmpriaonmene",
6 i4. Page 6, lines 4 and S5, by striking the wgrds
7 "imprisonment not exceeding twenty days or”
8 i>. Page 6, line 6, by strixking the words ", or
9 botn a fine and imprisonment”.
10 i6. Page 6, iine 8, by striking the words "“or
il imprisonment™. o
12 17. Page 6, line 10, by striking the worcs
23 "imprisonment not exceeding thirty days cr"
i4d i8. Page 6, line ll, by striking the words ", or
15 both a fine and imorisonment”.
lé ~9. Page 6, Iine 13, by strixing the wcrds "or
dous 7 imprisonment”.
i 20. Page 7, line 10, by striking the words
19 "szxteen elgnteen” and inserting the following:
20 "sixteen"
22 2. Page 7, line 25, by inserting after the word
22 "officer." the following: "Each school districkt saali
23 provide an in-service training program £or the person
24 appointed to serve as the discrict truancy officer.
25 The training program shall reflect, bul is not limited
26 tc, information about scheol and iocal legal
27 procedures relating to the methods of nandl-ng cruant
28 chiidren and the children's families.'
IZIU29 22. Page 8, lires 14 and 15, by striking the
30 words "stxteer eighteen” and inserting the following:
31 "sixteen”,
32 23. Page 8, line 16, by inserting after the word
33 "number" the {gllowing: "and names”.
34 24, Page 8, line 16, by striking the word "such”
35 and 1irserting the fcliowing: "euwen those".
3N 36 Z5. Pace 8, by striking line 20, and inserting
37 the following: Tannually, repcrt thig informatizn,
38 alona with the number and names of children wha in the
3% judgment of the district have an atterdance prcoiem,
40 to the".
4 26. Page 8, Iine 21, by inserting after the words
42 "the department." the following: "The department
43 shall analyze tne informacicn and annuallvy advise th
44 districts on possible solutions to iocal attendance
49 propiems.”
4 27. Page 9, line 14, by striking the words "such
47 cnlld" and inserting the follcwing: "sweh the child".
48 28. Page 9, lire 33, by striking the words “the
49 provisions of tnis Act" and inserting the folliowing:
SC "an increase in the maximum mandatory attendance age

SENATE CLIP SHE
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 26, 1989 Page 6

SENATE FILE 149
S-3894
1 Amend House amendment, S$-3750, to Senate File 149,

as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as

W3 follows:

— 1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through 17, and
5 inserting the following:

6 "__. Page 1, by striking lines 32 and 33, and
7 inserting the following: ‘"seven-and-under-sixeteen
8 years-of-age-by-September-35 is of compulsory

9 attendance age, in proper physical and mentali".

10 Page 2, by lnserting after line 14, the

1 following:
2 "Sec. . NEW SECTION. 299.1A COMPULSORY
13 ATTENDANCE AGE.
;3\ 14 A child who has reached the age of six and is under

b b

1S sixteen years of age by September 15 is of compulsory
16 attendance age.

17 Sec. . NEW SECTION. 299.1B COMPULSORY
18 ATTENDANCE AGE.
19 A child who has reached the age of six and is under

20 eighteen years cf age by September 15 is of compulsory

21 attendance age.""

22 2. Page 1, by striking lines 25 through 33, and

23 1nserting the following:

24 " . Page 3, by striking lines 21 and 22, and

25 inserting the following: '"school ever-seven-znd-under
“S stxteen-years-of-age who is of compulsory attendance

Z8

age, the course of study pursued by".
Page 3, by striking lines 33 and 34, and
29 inserting the following: "child who by-September-i5
30 ts-ever-seven-and-under-stxteen-years-of-age is cf
31 compulsory attendance age, who places the",
32 . Page 4, by striking lines 17 and 18 and
33 incerting the following: "sevem-and-under-sixteen
34 veasa-af-age-by-September-15 1s of compulsory
3% attendance age, who 1s physically or menta:ily”.

36 . Page 4, line 19, by inserting after the word
37 "schooi," the fcllowing: "or wnose presence in school
38 would be injurious to the health of other pupils,”."
39 3. By striking page 1, line 49, through page 2,
40 line 20, and inserting the following:

j& 41 " . Page 7, line 9, by striking the words "has
42 reached the".
43 . Page 7, by striking line 10, and inserting
44 the following: “"and-under-sixteen-years-of-age is of

1" it

45 compulsory attendance age, who is".
%5 4., Page 2, by striking lines 29 through 33, and
47 inserting the following:
Lh 48 N . Page 8, by striking lines 14 and 15, and
¢9 inserting the following: “"seven-and-under-aixtceen
50 vears-ef-age wno are of compulsory attendance age, 1in

"%
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S-3894 '
Page 2
1 their respective districts, the".," .

2 5. Page 2, by striking lines 36 through 45,
3 6. By strlkxng page 3, line 48, through page 4,
4 line 6, and inserting the following:

5

J)‘ " . Page 11, by inserting after line S, the
: 6 following:
7 "Sec. . Section 299.1A is repealed effective
+/3%¢ 8 June 30, 1994.
9 Sec. __ Section 29%.1B takes effect July 1,
72610 1994.7"
T By PAT DELUHERY

LARRY MURPHY

5-3894 FILED APRIL 25, 1989
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SENATE FILE
5-4025 ILE 149

BY WILLIAM DIELEMAN
S5-4025 FILED MAY 1, 1989

(5" 575 (praw

5-41138

1 Amend the amendment, S$-3894, to the House

2 amendment, S-3750, to Senate File .49, as amended,

3 passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

4 l. Page 2, line 8, by striking the figure "1994"
5

6

7

SENATE FILE 149

and inserting the Eollowxng 1999,
2. Page 2, line 10, by st riking the figure "1994"

and inserting the follow1ng 1899,
By LARRY MURPHY

$-4138 FILED MAY 5, %§9
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 149
BE~-4501

pmend House amendment, $-3750, to Senate File 148,
as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows:

1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through 17, and
inserting the following:

“ . Page l, by striking lines 32 and 33, and
inserting the follewing: "seven-and-under-sixteen
yeara-of-age-by-September-t5 is of compulsory
attendance age, in proper physical and mental™.

. Page 2, by inserting after line 14, the
following:

“"Sec. . NEW SECTION. 299.1A COMPULSORY
ATTENDANCE AGE.

A child who has reached the age of six and is under
sixteen years of age by September 15 is of compulsory
attendance age.

Sec. . NEW SECTIQON. 299.1B COMPULSORY
ATTENDANCE AGE.

A child who has reached the age of six and is under
eighteen years of age by September 15 is of compulsory
attendance age.""

2. Page 1, by striking lines 25 through 33, and
inserting =he follicwing:

" . Page 3, by striklng lines 21 and 22, and
inserting the foiicwing: ‘“schcol ever—seven-and-under
sixtesn-years-oi-age who is of compulsory attendance
age, tne course of study pursued by".

. Page I, by siriking lines 33 and 34, and
inserting the fcliowing: "child who by-Seprember-15
ta-oYer—Rean— -under—asixteen-yeara-of-age 1is of
compulsor - : 3 ge, who places the".

P - rik: lines 17 and 18 and
iowi "aeven-and-under-sixteen
r-15 is of compulsory
attendance age, « ; nysically or mentally”.
Page 4, .1 12, by inserting after the word
"schoos," the fcliowing: “or whose presence in_school
would be injurious t> the health of other pupils,”.”

3. By sctriking page 1, line 49, tarough page 2,
line 20, and inserting the following:

" . Page 7, line 9, by striking the words "has
reached the".

. Page 7, by striking line 10, and inserting
the following: “"amsd-under-astxteen-years-of-age is of
compulsory attendance age, who 1s“.”

4. Page 2, by striking lines 25 through 33, and
inserting the foliowing:

" . prage 8, by striking lines 14 and 135, and
inserting the following: "seven-and-under-sixteen
years-af-age who are of compulsory attendance age, in
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MAY 7, 1989

E~45G1
Page 2
their respective districts, the"."

5. Page 2, by striking lines 36 through 45.

6. By striking page 3, line 48, through page 4,
line &, and inserting the following:

" . Page 11, by inserting after line 5. the
following:

"Sec. . Section 299.1A is repealed g¢ifective
June 30, 1994,

Sec. . Section 299.1B takes effect July 1,
1994.l1(l
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'_SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 7, 1990

R:PORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ON SENATE FILE 149

To the Presicent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House

Representatives:

we, the unde:signed members of the ccnference committee

ointed to re: olve the cdifferences between the Senate and

£ Re: resentatives cn Senate Flie 149, a bill for An
L0 the compulscry attendance and truancy laws and

providing penalrles, respectfully make thne following report:

1. That the 3enate recedes from itg ar ment, H-4501L.

That the Hdouse recedes from izs

That Senzu.e Flle 149, as amended, and reprinted

2.
3.

by the Senate, :5 amended as follows:
1.

By striking everything after the enacting clause and
inserting the following:
“Section 1. Section 256.%, Code Supplement 1989, is
amended by addirs the folliowing new subsections:

NEW SUBSECTICN. 39. Develop model guldelines for district

in-service trairing programs Zor truancy officers and direct
the area educaticn ‘agencies to assist local school districts
in providing the programs.

NEW SUBS=ZCTIC+. 40. Prepare a plan ard a report for

ensuring that al Iowa children will be able to satisfy the
reguirements fcr high school graduation. The plan and report

shall incluce & tatement of the dimensions ¢f the dropout
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problem in Iowa; a survey of existing programs geared to .

dropout prevention; a plan for use of competency-based ocutcome

methods and measures; proposals for alterrnative means for
satisfying graduation regquirements incliuding alternative hign
school settings, supervised vocational experiences, education
experiences within the correctional system, screening and
assessment mechanisms for identifying students who are at-risk
of dropping out and the development of an individualized
education plan for identified students; a requirement that

schools provide information to s:tudents who drop cut ¢f school

t

—

on options for pursuing education at a later date; tne

Gevelopment of basic materials and informaticn for schcols o

present to students leaving school; a requirement thac

students notify their school districts of residence when the

student discontinues school, including the reasons £0or ieaving

school and future plans for career development; a requirement

that, unless a student chooses to make the informacion

relating %0 the student leaving school confidential, scnools .

make the information available to community colieges, area

education agencies, and other educational instltutions upon

request; and recommendations for the establishment of pilot

projects for the development of model alternative options

education programs; a plan for implementaticn of any

recommended courses of action to actain a zero dropout rate oy

the year 2000; and other requirements necessaty t0 achleve the

goals of this subsection. Alternative means for sazisfyinrg

graduation requirements wnich relate to the development of

individualized education pians for s ne nave dropped

out of the requiar school program shall inciude, nut are not
t

iimited to, & tracking comgonent that
=

trict to malntain periodic contact with a student,
n
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implementation « f proposals to attain a zero drcpouz rate,

including but nct limited to evaluation of existing funding
sources and a recommended allocation of the financial wburcen
among federal, :tate, local, and family resources. The
department, in ¢onjunction with the plan andé report, shall
prepare an educz-ion bill of rights that delineates education

opportunities that are to be legal entitiements for Iowa

children. The r2port and plan shall be submiczed t> the
general assembly by January 15, 1993.
NEW SUBSECTICI. 4i. Zstablish a curriculum clesringncuse

for purposes of ‘eviewing and analyzing nhome school:.ng

curricuium, that is being marketed in Iowa, Zor educaticnal
content and usef .lness.
NEW SUBSECTIC i. 42.

of education to .¢ct as a cem
for parents and ‘uardians
private instruct on under
Sec. 2. NEW ECTION.
INSTRUCTION ADVI ;ORY COMMITTE

& competen: p-ivate instruction adviscry

ectablished whic consists of five members,
the governor, ez 'h of whom 1s a
and a resident ¢ the state of Icwa
the members is §
advise the state doard and the dlrectors
competent privat. instructicn under chapter 29938.
meetings of the :ctate board shall be sent by the dir
members cof the c. nmittee.

Committee mem: 2rs snhall be reimbu
necessary expens: s incurred in perio
Mermbers may aisc
provided in sect.o>n 7E.06. The expense mon2
from the appropr:itions to the department

Sec. 3. SectiJn 279.10, subsection i,
amencded to read & fo;lows.

-1-
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1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July
and each regularly established elementary and secondary schoo:
shall begin no sooner than a day during the caiencar week 1n
which the first day of September falils pbut no later than the

—-

€irat-Mondey-tn-Becemper September 15. Schoci shall continue

[

for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided 1in

subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar
year., A school corporation may begin employment of personnel
for in-service training and development purpcoses befcre the
date to begin elementary and secondary school.

Sec. 4. Section 280.2, Code 1983, is amended to read as
foillows:

280.2 DEFINITIONS.

The term "public school" means any school dir
supperted in whole or in part by taxat:icon. The &

"nonpublic scnool" means any other schooi which is accredited

A

or which uses licensed practitioners as Iinstructors.

Sec. 5. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

Supplement 1$89, is amended to read as fcilows:

rt
r

rict and

The board of directcrs ¢f each public school dis

tne authorities in charge of each ronpublic schcol shall

prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance

policy which shail require each child to éttend school fcr at
£

o be met ov atcencdance

ieast one hundred forty-eignt days,

for at least thirty-seven days each schcoli guarter, tor the

schocis under their jurisdictions. The minimum educational
program shail be the curriculum set forth in sectiocn 256,11,
except as otherwilse provided by taw. The ncard ol directors
of a public school district shaiil not allow discrimination in
any educational pregram on the basis of race, color, creed,
sex, marltal status or place of natlional origin.

Sec. 6. NEW SECTICN. 280..94 ALTEZRNATIVE OPTIONS
EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

By January .15, 1995, each schcol district shail adopt a
plan to provide alternative opticns ecucation programs Lo
students who are either at risk ©f cropping Qut or have

_4._
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- dropped out. Ar alternative options education program may be
provided in a district, through a sharing agreement with a
school in a contiguous district, or through an areawide
program avalilable at the community coliege serving the merged

area in which the schocl district 1s located. EZach area

]
(a3
RY
T
b
—
N
oy
F
v}
Q
[

education agency shall prcvide assistance in e
pian to provide alternative ecucation cptions ¢ students
attending a public school in a distric:t served oy the agency.
Sec. 7. Sec:ion 2989.1, Code Supp:ement 1989, is amencded t:
read as follows:
299.: ATTENI ANCE REQUIREMEINTS.

0
D

©he Except ac provided in se n 2%9.2, the parent,

guardian, or lecal or actua: custodian of a cnilé who ta-ever

seven-and-under- stxteen-years-of-age-by-Seprenber-:57-1n

prsner—phys&ca&-,“d-"enta—-cvﬁd viom-ta-pcrerd-ssteor is of

compulsory atte: dance age, shall earaii cause tns child in ig
‘ attend some Dubd. iC School, commencing-23
onpublic schee. or an unaccredited nonpubiic scnool using

-proveded accredited

censed lnstruccors as defined under sectilion 280.2, or

'r..-

competent private instructicn in accordance with the

orevisions of crapter 2998 for at least cne hundred [oriy-

eight days p2r chool vear, as delinec under section 275.10.

5[

The bcard of &l ecters of a oubliic scnosl di

soverning body -.f a nonpublic school snal: set the number of

N

Phe-beasé A nublic or nonpublic school may, oy res oiution,

reguire attenda.ce in-the-pubite-acheois for the entire time

when the schools are in session in any school year and zadopt 2

policy or rules relating to the reascns considefed to be valid

Or acceptable e-cuses for abseénce from schcol.

A-ehtid-shaz -aetend-an-sceradised-or-approved-achosr-£for
gs-teast-one-hu dred-eswenty-dava-each-schoot-yearc--The
regutrement-sha-t-pe-met-by-sctandance-for-go-reast-thirty

:”. daya- eacn—schoe---quar*err—o'-a simyiar-dratribution-of
attendance- chrc~ghout the-secroot-years

e

avs of require- attendance Ior the schogls under its contrcd.

Pl
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Iin-tirep-of-such-aerendance-susp-ehtid-may-actend-ups
sgutvalent-instruction-by-2-ticensed-teacher-¢=z

A child who fails to atiend school or compeient

—

instrucktion as provided in this chaprter or ch

presumed to pe truant as defined in section

parent, guardian, or custodian of the chilc

have committed a violaticn of this chnapter.
Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 299.iA COMPULSORY ATTINDANCE AGE.

A child who has reached the age ©0f six and is under sixteen

a
years of age by September 1% 1s ¢f compulscery attendance age.

However, on and after July 1, 1995, the state bcard of
education may set the compulsory attendance age by rule,
provided that the maximum age shall nct be less than sixteen
years of age.

Sec. 9. Section 289.2, Code 1989, is amended tc reaG as
fecllows:

259.2 EXCEPTIONS.

Section 299.1 shalil not apply to any child:

tr--Who-is-over-the-age-of-fourtean—ané—iz-rageiarzy
employeds

Zr--Whoge-educattenai-guatifications—gre-sguar-co-tacse-ef
pupris-who-have-cempteted-the-ergrenr-grader-

1. Who nas cempleted the requirements fcor graduation in an

accredited schocl or has cobtained a rnigh scheoi equiwvalency

diploma under chapter 259A,

3 2. Who 1s excused for sufficient reascn by any court of
record or iudge.

4 3. While attending rellgicus services or receiving
religious instructions.

> 4. Who is attending a private ccllege p
accredited or probationally accredited under
supsection 13.

5. Who is attending an a2lcernative cptions educacion

program approved by the department Of ecucation. .

&. Wno has been excused under section 299.22,

7. Wno is exempted under section 299.2¢.

—_—
o




.SENATE CLIP SHEET
CCR-149

ﬂlliage 7
: Sec. 10. Sec:uion 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows: :
299.3 REPORTS EROM PRIVATE NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS.
irthin-ten—dava-from-recerpt-of-nocice-from—the-secretary

of-the-sechooi-drutrict-within-which-any-private-sensot-z9

conduered On or i.efore the thirdé Friday in Scpternber of each
U

scnool year, and at any time when requested in individual

cases, the princ pal of waen a nonpublic school shails-ence

pu
during-each-schort-years-and-at-any-cime-wnen-—reguesced-—+n

rdividuat-caszes furrisn to sueh the secretary of

schooi district, withirn whicnh the nonpublig school

repcrt 1n dupiicate on forms provided by the

v ~

irtrict of the names, ages, &nd numb days

ea- h pupii of suek the nonpublic

- ixbeenm-yeara-ef-age who is of

~he course of study pursued by
he texts usged, and the names of the
eing ye2ar ané from the time of
tc the time at which a report
shall retain one of the reports and
other witn the se«cretary of the area education a
Sec. 11. Sec-ion 299.4, Code 1989, is amended
£ollows:
299.4 REPORTS AS TO COMPETENT PRIVATE INSTRUCTION.
The parent, guardian, or legal or actuai custodian of a

child who by-September-15-+s-over-gseven-and-under-sixreen

vears-of-age is «f compuisory attendance age, who places tne

chiid under compe¢ zent private instruction under chaphter 2993,

nee-tn-an-accredrcéed-eor-approved-schooty shall furnish a

report Iin duplicite on forms provided by the public school

district, to the district by the earliest starting date
specified in section 279.10, subsection 1. The secretary
shall retain and file one copy and forward the other copy to
the district's aregleducation agency. The report shall state
the name and age of the child, the pericd of time during which

L

the child has beenjor will be under competent private

g -1-

o
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instruction for the sehesl year, an outline the course of

study, texts used, and the name and acdress ol the insiructer.

=

The pareni, guarcian. or legal or actual custodiarn

who is placing the child under competent

for the first time, shall aiso provide the

evidence that the child has had the immunizaiion

under section 139.9. The term "cutline of course of

-
1

shail include, but 1s not limited zo, subjects cgvere
lesson plans, and time spent on the areas cf study.

Sec. 12. Section 296.5, Code 1989, is amendsd Lo rea

foliows:
286 .5 PROQOF OQF MEINTAL CR PHYSICAL CONDITION.
en

The par

t, guardian, or custodian of 2 child who
seven-ana-under-srxteen~yeers-sf-age-by-Sepcember-S

compulsory attendance age, wio is

unaple to attend school, or whose

injurious to

by affidavit certificate under secticns 281.5 and 281.7 as to

the physical or mental condition of the child.
Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 298.5A MEDIATION,

If a child is truant as definred in section 296.§&, school
officers shall attempt toc find the cause for the child's
absence and use every means available : ¢ to assure
that the cnhild does attend. If the par
or actual custodlan, or cnild refuses
attempt to assure the child's attendanc
attempt to assure the chiid's attendanc
unsuccessful, the truancy officer shall - tn oo

the county atuorney for mediaticon

If the matter s referred for
attorney shall cause a notice of ¢
the parent, guardian, or legal or 4
designate a person to serve as medi
mediation services are available in the communigy,
services may be used as the designatced
mediation services are not availaple in the community,
_8_.
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Q' mediation shail be provided by the county attorney or the
county attorney's designee. The mediator sha.! contact the
school, the parent, guardian, or legal or actualil custodian,
and any other person the mediator deems appropriate Ln the
matter and arrange meeting dates and times for discussion of
the child's ncnattendance. The mediator she .l ctotempt Lo
ascertain the cause of the child's ronattendarce, attempt to
cause rthe parties to arrive at an agreement relative to the

1d's attendance, and initlate referrals 6 any agencies O

counseling that the meciaior believes to pe appropriate under

the circumstances.

“he partles reach agreement,
IlLinc an icned by a schoci
QY Lega. O custodian, anc
the school, end the parent, guar
actual custodian fhali each receive a copy
which shail set fcrth thne settlement
responsibllilties ¢f each party.
The scheol district shali: ve respoansibie f£or moniteoring any

agreements arrivec at through mediation. garert,

guardian, or legal or actual custcdian refus2s To erngage in

mediatlon or violates a zerm of the agreemenz, the macter
shall be rereferred tc the county attornevy U prosecution
urnder section 299.6. The county attcrney's ice or the
mediation service shall require the parent, rdéian, or .egal
or actual custodian and the schcol to pay a to help defray
the administrative cost of mediation services. The county
attorney's office or the mediation service shall establish a
sliding scale of fees to be charged parents, guardians, and
iegal or actual custodlans pased upon ablility to pay. A
parent, guardian, or legal or actual custod:ian shall not be
denied the services of a mediator sclely because of inability
to pay the fee.

;' Sec. 14. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended to read as

‘ follows: ;

_9_
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295.6 VIOLATIONS ~-- COMMUNITY SERVICE =M~pzEd-€f OR FINE
OR IMPRISONMENT.

Any person who snatl-vretaes viclates & mediziion agreement

1

under section 25%.5A or any of the provisions of sections

29%.1 eo through 293.5 or reguses to participare in rediaticn
o

under section 286.54, inelusiver;-shall-ae

is quilty of a simple misdemeanor and-the-eeurs-shaizs

& first oifense ceonvicticon is punishabie by impriscnment

m
-y
c
o]
Q.
a1
o
Q

not exceeding ten days or a fine not excesding on

dollars. The court may crder the person o perlorm pnot more

than forty hours of unpaid community service insitead of an

3
'

n
T

2 oSN 2r

fine or imprisonment., A person convicted of 2 2

subsequent violation is guilty of & zerious miscemsanor.

A seccnd offense convicticn 1s punishabie vy ‘mprisonment

not exceeding twenty days or a fine noi exceeding [

dollars, or beth & fine and imprisonment. The ¢ouryl may ord
c

the person to pericrm unpaid community service instead

£ine or impriscament.

A third or subsequant offense convightlion 1s punishabie nv

rcon exceeding

imprisonment not exceeding thiriy days or a

one tggpsanc dolilars, cr doth & fine and imprisconmeani. Tae
court may order the person to perform unpaid community service

instead of any fine or imprisconment.

If community servjce is imposed

-

a
order, tne court may regulre that part or all of the sarvige
ve performed for & public school dis
n

r

if the court finds that service |

[

under the circunstances.

[oF
b
jui}
o3
O
r
fu

if 3 parent, guardian, or legal or actual custo

¢nild who is truapn:i, has made an cbjec:ive &andé reasonadl
GC

faith effort to comply with the provisions of secti

through 295.5, tae carent, guardian, o iegal ¢ actual

—

custoGlan shall not De criminaily liabie for che cniid's

nonattendance.
Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 299,864 INVESTIGATION OF TRUANT
CEILDREN.

-
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The truancy oflficer shall report t6 the county attorney a

child who is truant under section 299.8, or wnho has
accumulated fifteesn unexcused absences, as defined under the
board of directors' or otner governing body's attendance
policy, during a :hree-yeé: period. The county attorney
investigate the report and may file a petiticn under sect
232.87 for a judisial determination of whether the child
child in need of zssistance, as defined in sectiun 232.2,
subsection 6.

Upon a third c¢:r subsequent conviction of a parent,
guarcian, or lega. or actual custodian for viciatnions of
sections 299.1 through 29%8.5 relating to the same chlid,
county attorney siall investigate whether the chlld 1s
in need of assistance anc shall file a j iticn Lf there
sufficient facts zZ¢ bring zne c¢hild withi me jurisdict:
the court.

Sec. 16. Section 295.8, Code 1989,
follows:

289.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED,

Aay "Truant” means _a chi:d ever-seven WiRC

vears-oé-age;-tn-sroper-phygrcali-gnd-fentaz-

gerand-achonat is S compulsory attendance age,

exempred £rom attendance under sechticn 292.2, and who fai

ttend school or competent private lnstructign regularly as

provided-sn~this-zhaprers-witnent-regaaonadvie-excuse-for-the

absemnce;-ahati-be-deered-to-be-a~-sruant reguired by the school

board's or school governing pody's attendance policy or

chapter 239B.
Sec. 17. Section 299.10, Ccde 1989, is amended to read as
follows:
299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT ---£6MPENSATIEN,
The board cf each schoci diszrict mayr;-anmé-tn-schoos
Gruertets-having-s-popntation-of-twenty-thousand shalls;
appoint a truancy officer.
In-drstricts-having-therein-a~-etty;-tne The board may

appoint a member of the police force, or marshal, as-saech
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offreers-end-other-druysriets-may-appotne-a-censtabie a
teacher, schoqgwgﬁficial, or other sulitablie psrson Lo serve as
the district truancy officer. Each schooi district shall
provide an in-service training program for fne person
appointed to serve as the district =zruancy officer. The

training program shail reflect, but is not limitag

1

a
information about school anc loca: legal procedures relating
a the

tO the methods of handling Zruant children children’'s

families.
Suen-offcecrs-shati-be-pard-a-reasonapre-compenaatren-noy
the-boards
Sec., 18. Section 29¢.11, Code 1385, is amenced toc read as
follows:

299.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICER.

1

The truancy offlicer shali may take intoc custody withcut
warrant any apparently truant child and pilace the child in tne

charge of the tescher-rn-charge-ef-she-pubiie school

principal, or the princival's designee. designated oy the

board of directors of the school district 1n which ==s+d the

chiid resides, or of any private nonoubliic schocol designated
by the persen-kaving-tegat-coentrot-of-rthe-ecnzzd parent,

guardian, or legal or actual custcdian, or of the person

providing competent private instruction under chapter 2998:

oput 1f 1t is other than a pubiic schceol, the instructicn and
maintenance of the child thereim shall be without expense to

the school district.

The truancy officer shail promptly institute ertmznal
proceedings against any perscn violating ary of the provisions

of sections 28%.1 te through 259.5.
Sec. 19. Secticn 299.16, Code 198%, is amended Lo read as
follows:

289.16 FAILURE TO ATTEND.

o
L
1
Q
i
9]
oz
-
e
o))
re
0
3
4]
<
1]
s |

School officers shall ascertain the

nuy
sever-and-under-srnteen-yegrs-cf-age who ar2 of compulsory
e

attendance age, in thelr respeciive digtri

c
sueilr those children who de-nes-sttend-sehost are fruant under

_12—

a
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' section 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcused

absences during a three-year period, and so far as possible
the cause c¢f the failure to attend. School officers shall,

until July 1, 1999, biennially report this information to thre

department of education on forms provided by the department.

The department shall attach a summary of the reroris, an

analysis c¢f the data, and policy recommendations based ¢n the

data analysis, along with the department's annua: report under

section 256.9, subsection Z8.
Sec. 20. Section 239.18, Code 1689, is amended to read &s

follows:
298.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHQQL.

Chilcren sver-sevem= who have reached the age ¢of six and are
under nineteen eighteen years of age and who ave so deaf or

b.ind or severely handicapped &s to be unabie 0 c¢bia:in an

education in the esmmen public or nonpubiic =chcols shall be
/' sent to the proper appropriate state schooi-ti
| institution, ¢r shall receive appropriate special education

n
L8 ]
)
n
<
e ]

under chapter 281, unless exempted, and any p2rson having such
11 see that

a ch:ld under the person's ceontrol or custody sh
.

wnem the ¢child attends sue=m the asaenoe:r instilzu

education program during the scholastic vear.
Sec. 21. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is zmended to read as

foliows:
299.20 ORDER.

Upon the £iling of the application mentioned

1

section
the

g, b
appeay has the

b
-
.

299.19, the time cf hearing shall be determined

u
e

p-

r e

o1}

juvenile court or the district court. If, upcn he
court determines :that the person reguired :tc a
custody and control of a ¢hild who should be reguired to

attend a srate achestr institution under section 299,18, the

court shall make an order requiring aueh the perscn to keep
aueh the child in attendance at aweh the seheel institution.
:’. Sec. 22. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is amended to read as

Follows:

299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED.
_..13..
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Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the
superintendent shereof-ts-zat+sfieds:

ts--Phat-the-child-ta-+n-auech-podity-or-menzat-condrtton-ay
to-prevent-er-render-futtte-attendance-at-tne-sechoots

27--Fhat-the-cntid-itas-so-draeasad-or-possesses-such-nabrtes
as-to-render-the-chtidia-presence-a-menace-to-the-hReaith-or
morats-of-othner-puptie~

3---%hae of the institution determines that the child is

efficiently taught for the scholastic year in a private
nonpublic or other school devoted to suek the instruction, eor
by a private tutor, in the pranches-taughe-i= public schools,

or is shown to be physically or mentally unable to attend

school under section 299.5.
Sec. 23. NEN SECTION. 296B.1 COMPETENT PRIVATE
INSTRUCTION.

The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custcdian of a

child of compulsory attendance age who places the child under
private instruction shall provide, unless otherwise exempted,
competent private instruction in accordance wicn this chapter.
A parent, guardian, or legal or actual custcdian of a child of
compulsory attendance age who places the child under private
instruction which is not competent private instruction, or
otherwise falls to comply with the reguirements of this
chapter, shail be presumed to have wiolated the provisicns of
sections 299.1 through 299.4 and is subiec:t to the peralties
provided in section 299.6.

For purposes of this chapter, "competeni private
instructicon” means private instruction provided cen a daily
pasis for at least one hundred fcrty-eight days during a
school year by & licensed practitioner, or other verscn under
section 299B.3, which results in the student making adeguate

progress.

For purposes of this chapter and chapter 299, "private
lastruction” means formai instruccion 1n & SefIing other than
and not affiliated with a public cr & nonpublic schooL as
definec¢ in section 280.:Z.




‘m——

SENATZ CLIP SHEET APRIL 7, 15¢9¢C Page 66

al CR~149
5 ge 15

Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 299B.2 COMPETENT PRIVATE
INSTRUCTION BY LICENSED PRACTITIONER.
If a licensed practitioner prevides competent instructilion

s

to a2 child of compulsory attendance age, the practitioner
shall possess a valid license or certificate which has been
issued by the state board of educational examiners under
chapter 260 and which is appropriate to the ages and grade
leveis of the children to be taught. Sections 299B.3 through
2992.8 do not apply to competent private instruction provided
Dy a licensed practitioner under this section, except that the
parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian shall provide
the report required undar secticn 2993.3, subsection 4.

Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 299B.3 PRIVATE INSTRUCTION BY
NONLICENSED PERSON.

A parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child

of compulsory attendance age providing competent private

instruction o the child shall meet all of the following
reguirements:

1. Complete and send, in a timely manner, the report
required under section 299.4 to the school district of
residence of the chilag.

2. Ensure that the child under the parent's, guardian's,
or legal or actual custodian's instruction is tested annuall
te determine whether the chilé 1s maxing adequate proqQress, as
defined in section 299B.7.

3. Repcrt the chiid's annual fest results to the schcol
district of residence of the child and to the department of
education by a date not later than June 30 of each year in
which the child 1s under private instruction.

4. By June 1 of the year before placing a child under
cempetent private instruction, provide the results of an
1nitial screening and evidence that a subsequent evaluation 15
in progress or completed, or that an evaluation 1s required as
a resuit of the screening, for vision, hearing, speech, and
motor skills and to determine eligibility fer special
education services. The initlal screening and any subsequent

| -15-
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evaluaticon may be performed either by area ecducation agency
pversonnel or ny personnel not employed by the area education
agency, 1f the other personnel have been approved by the
department of education to conduct screenings or evaluations,

If the area education agency performs the screenlrg, the

screening shall be at a time and p.ace decermined by the area

education agency. If the screening or evaluation is performed
by personnel other than those employed by the area education
agency, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian
shall pay for the cost of any screening and any subsequent
evaluations. If the screening shows the presence of a vision,
hearing, speech, or motor impairmen:i, the parent, guardian, or
legal or actual custodian shall annually provide evidence that
appropriate services are being prcvided for the child.
Services may be provided either by the area educatiion agency
or by means of the parent, guardian, or legal or actua:
custodian contracting witk, and paying for the services of,
private special ecucation services providers. If£ the
screening or evaluation shows the need for special education
services requiring removal of the child from the intended
educaticnal environrnment, the child shall not be piaced in a
compesent private instruction program under this chapter
withcut the approval of the placement by the director of the
department of education in cooperation with the special
education director of the area education agency in accorcance
with the rules adopted by the state bcard of educaticn and the
procedures specified in section 281.6.

Sec. Z6. NEW SECTION. 299B.% DUAL ENROLLMENT.

A child who 13 receiving competentc private

under this chapter shail also de registered in
for dual enrollment purpeses. The child shal:l
particlipate on the same basls as oublic school
acurricular activities availanle to children
d's ¢grade or group. The child shalill be inclu
school’s basic enrolimen?s uncaer secticn

tec as one pupil.
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fach school district shal hire licensed torsgnnel to
provide instructional services on & consuit:’i caszis Lo
parents of students recelivina competent DU vatue .nsgruction.
Pach district shall determine the numbe:r of __censed personnel
needed for the instructiocnal services and <&v 3D an
alternative schoo: program for tne insgruct. . .. 2erJices
provided under this section. The program sri.. inciude, but
is not limited to, providing assistance .n i 1
planning to parents, guardians, cor lega.
providing competent private .nstruction,
progress in one or more subject areas.
Sec., 27. NEW SECTION. 2-63.5 ANNUAL AI=_ZVIMENT
REQUIREZMENTS AND PROCEDURZ.

1. Each child of compulscry attendance .o

receiving competent private .nstructicn sra.
annually by May 1, using a nutignally racogn: e
achievement test chosen by tie child's pare:i:.
legal or actual custodian from a list cf appro
provided by the department of education.

2. A child, who is seven vears of age and .g¢ :eceiving
competent private instruction oCr j iaced wnaer competent

a test for purpcses of obtainin

private instructicn feor the rirst sha.. oe administered
e

educaticre. teseline data,
uniess the child has been tested using a sta’dariizesl
achievement test within the school year :n «nich t2e child is
piaceé¢ under competent private instruction.

3. The director of the depariment cf eduratizn, or the
director's desigree, which muy include & sc¢in ol ZDlsiricr Or an
area education agency, shall acminister escn &3t revulred ct
childrer placed under competent private -ns: . I7 10,

4. The parent, guardian, or iegal or act.zi custidien of a
child receiving competent pr.vate instroction may b2 dresent
when the chiid is tested, bw oo 1€ born e parent,
guardian, or legal or actual And “he cntld are under
the supervision of the test ¢

-17-
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5. The administration of tests shall include, but 15 not
iimited to, purchasing of test materials, glving the tests,
scoring and interpreting the tests, and reporting the test
results,

6. The public school district of residence of a cnild who
is placed under competent private instruction and is being
tested shall reimburse the entity providing the test
administration for the cost of testing reguired by this
chapter.

Sec. 28, UNEW SECTION. 299B.6 REPORTING OF TEST RESULTS.

The results of tesis administered to children of compulsory

attendance age who are receiving competent private instructlon
shall be reported by the test adminisirator to the chiid's
parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian, the school
district of residence of the child, and to the department of
education. Personally icdentifiable information relating to or
contained in the test scores is confidentiai: and snall not be
released without the prior consent of the child's parentc,
guardian, or legal or actual custcdian excep:t as otherwise
permitted by law or required by this section.

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 2998.7 FAILURE TO MAKE ADEQUATE
PROGRESS.

If the results of tests, administered to a child of

compulsory attendance age who 1s recelving competeni priva:e
instruction, indicate that the student has failed 0 make
adequate progress, the parent, guardian, cor iegal or actual
custodian shall cause the child to attend an accredited public
or a nonpublic school, as defined in section 280.2, at the-
beginning of the next school year unless, before the begianing
of the nex:t schocl year, the child retaxes the same test and
the results indicate that adequate progress nhas been made cor
the director of the departmenc of education, or tne direc

t
designee, grants approvai for ccmpetent privace instruction to

continue under a plan for remediaticn., A& c¢hiid retaking a
test under ©hls paragrapn, shall de permiited to retaze the
Ces: one Time and the procedures uged during the rzi2king of

_18.—.
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“ the test shall be the same as those used during the taking of

the tests which indicated that the child failed to make
adequate progress.

A child who is required to attend an accredited public or a
nonpublic school, as defined in section 280.2, under this
section shall continue attendance at an accredited public or a
nonpublic school untii the child achieves adeguate progress.

For purposes of this chapter, "adequate progress” means,
for c¢cnildren in all grade levels of competent private
instruction, tes:t scores which are above the thirtieth
percentile, naticnally normed, in each of the areas of
reading, mathematics, and language arts, and which indicate
either that the child has made six months' progress from the
previous test results or :"nat the child is at or above grade
level for the child's age. For children in gracde levels six
and above, "adequate progress® alsc means that the child has
achieved test scores in both science ard social studies which
are above the thirtieth percentile, nationaliy normed, and
which either indicate that the chilé has made six months'
progress from the previous test results or that the child 1is
at or above grade level for the child's age.

Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 299B.8 NOTICE TO PARENTS --
REMEDIATION.

if a child is placed under competent private instruction
and the child fails to make adequate progress, the director of

the department of education, or the director’'s designee, shall
notify the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of
the child that the child is reguired tc attend an accredited
public or a nonpublic school, as defined under section 280.2,
unless approval for competent privaze instructlon under a
remediation plan is granted. The director, or the director's
designee, may provisionally approve continued competent
private instruction under an approved remediation plan
designed to improve instruction for up to one year. All
remediation plans shall be negctiated agreements between the
parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian and the

_19_
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superintendent of the public school district or the person in
charge of a nonpublic school, within thirty days cf the
obtaining of test results indicating that a child has falled
to make adequate progress. If negotiations €ail to result in
the formation of a remediation plan, the parent, guardian, or
legal or actual custodian may appeal from the action of a
public school superintendent under chapter 290.

Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 299B.9 CHILDREN REQUIRING SPECIAL

EDUCATION.

q

A child of compulsory attendance age who is identifled as
requiring special education under chapter 281 is not eligibie
for placement under competent private instruction without
prior approval of the placement by the directcr of the
department of education, in cooperation with the director of
special education of the area education agency of the child's
district of residence.

A child who has been placed under competent private
instruction, whose performance on the tests required under
this chapter indicates that the child may require special
education, shall be referred for evaluation under chapter 281
and the rules of the state board of educat:ion,

Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 2993.10 INSTRUCTOR OTHIZIRWISE NOT
QUALIFIED.

A person providing competent private instruction under this
chapter, who does not hold a vaiid teacher’s certificate or
license issued by the state bcard cof educational examiners, is
not a licensed teacher.

Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 299B..! NOT TAX EXEZMPT.

A home used for providing competent private iastruction

under this chapter is not eligiblie fcr tax exemption under
section 427.1, due to tne previding of compeient private
instruction on the premises. £, nhowever, :the hcme otherwise
qualilies for cax exemption under section 427.:, ©ils section
shell not prevent the home from deing exempt under that
section.

Sec. 34. NEW SBECTION. 29S55.12 RULEMAKING.

_20_
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' The department of education shall develop and recommend and
the state board of education shall adopt rules to implement

this chapter.

Sec. 35. BAR OF PROSECUTION.

Notwithstanding section 802.4, a parent, guardian, or
custodian who met the criteria for deferral of prosecutions of
chapter 2989, under the 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1259, section
7, shall not be prosecuted for violations of chapter 299 which
occurred between May 16, 1988, and July 1, 1989.

Sec. 36. DEPARTMENTAL STUDY.

The department of education shall assess the expected
impact of an increase in the maximum compulscry attendance age
from sixteen to up to eighteen on increased enrolliment of
sixteen and seventeen-year-olds, and the characteristics of
this population with respect to educational ‘and basic skill
level, famiiy support structure, orientation to the
traditional school curricula, and orientation to alternative

curricula.
The department of education shall, by January 1992, do the

following:

1. Identify experiences other states have had, and
educational anrd social support responses they have made, as a
result of increasing the compulsory attendance age from

sixteen to eighteen years of age.
2. Seek to develop program materials that. coensider health,

employment and training, and human service needs in acddition
to education needs to assist local districts in serving
students who are at risk of dropping out of the regular
3chools and programs.

3. Develop definitions of the terms "at-risk student" and
"dropoutz" which are appropriate for students in middie and
high schocls and which will assist districts in identifying
students in need of alternative academic programming.

M’. 4. Develop recommendations regarding alternative i
programming for students who are at risk of dropping out of '
the regular schools and programs. The recommendations shall

include, but are not limited to, the following:

_21_
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a. Mcdificaticn of the minimum educational standards
contalned in section 256.11.

b. Alternative curricula, including competency-based
instruction,

¢. Alternative teaching methods, including individualized
programming.

d. Alternative options for graduation.

The department of education, in coordination with the
department of numan services, the supreme court, the
department of public health, and the department of empioyment
services, by July 1892, shall build a data base which will
assist in the ident:ification of at-risk students and middie
and high schools within the state having a significant
population of at-risk scuderts. At-risk characteristics to be
considered may include, but are neot limited to, high levels of
one or meore of the following: below grade level performing
students, grade retention, school drepouts, school expulsions,
teen pregnancy, poverty, single parent families, substance
abuse, teenage suicides, youth underemploymenc, juvenile
delinquency, and child abuse. In building. tnis data base,
consideration shall be given to protecting the privacy of the
individual student and limiting the data burden on school
districts.

Sec. 37. ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS.

Aiternative options education pregrams, for middie schoo:
and high school students, designed tec provide incentives for
the students to remain in school, shall nct be siubject to the
minimum hours of instruction requiremen:t adopted by the stat
board of education.

Sec. 18,

Section 4 and sections & through 22 of this Act do not
apply to students who have dropped out of school before the
effecrive date of this Act.

Sec. 39.

If any of the provisions of sections 23 thrcugh 35 of this
ACt Or the app.:icatlon thereof to any perszon is invaiid, the
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€' invalidity shali not affect the remaining provisions or

application of this Act which can be given effect without

invalid provisions or application, and to this end those

provisions of this Act are severable.

Sec. 40. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.1:i4, and 29%.15, Code
1689, are repealed.”

2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the word

"penalties" the following: "and applicability provisions™.
ON THE PART OF THE SENATE ON TEE PART OF THE BOUSE:

PATRICK DELUHERY, Chairperson PATRICIA EARPER, Chairperson
CHARLES BRUNER JANEZT ADAMS

JOY CORNING RAY LAGESCHULTE

WALLY HORN DON SEOULTZ

CCR-146 FILED APRIL 6, 1990
ADOPTED (ds. 16257
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Section 1. Section 279.10, subsection 1, Code 1989, is .

amended to read as follows: :
1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July

and each regularly established elementary and secondary school

shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in

which the first day of September falls but no later than the

first-Monday-in-December September 15. School shall continue

for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in

subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar

year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel

for in-service training and development purposes before the
date to begin elementary and secondary school.
Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1989,
1s amended to read as follows:
The board of directors of each public school district and
the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall
prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance
pelicy for the schools under their jurisdictions. The minimum .
educational program shall be the curriculum set forth in |

section 256.11, except as otherwise provided by law. The
board of directors of a public school district shall not allow
discrimination in any educational program on the basis of
race, color, creed, sex, marital status or place of national
origin.

Sec. 3. Section 299.1, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299,.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS.

Phe Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent,
guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child who is-ever
seven has reached the age of six and is under sixteen eighteen
years of age by September 15, in proper physical and mental
condition to attend school, shall enreit be responsible for
the ehtid child's attendance in some public schoel, commencing
as provided under section 279.10.

The board of directors of a public school district or the .

-1~
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governing body of an accredited nonpublic school shall set the

number of days of required attendance for the schools under

its control.
Phe-board-may;-by-ressiuvtion;-require-attendance-in-the

public-sehosis-for-the-entire-time-when-the-seheots-are-in
Sessien-in-any-schooi-years
A-chiid-shaii-attend-an-acecredited-or-approved-schooi-for
at-ieast-one-hundred-twenty-days-each-schooi-years--Fhe
reguirement-shati-be-met-by-attendance-for-at-east-thirty
days-each-schooi-gquartery-or-a-simiiar-distribution-of
attendance-throughout-the-scheoi-years
in-iien~cf-such-attendance-such-ehitd-may-attend-upon
equivatent-instruction-by-a-certifred-teacher-etsevheres

Sec. 4. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.,2 EXCEPTIONS,.

Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child:

}s--Whe-is-over—the-age-of-feurteen-and-is-reguiariy
empioyeds

2 1. Whose educational qualifications are equal to those
of pupils who have completed the eighth twelfth grade.

3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of
record or judge,

4 3. While attending religious services or receiving
religious instructions.

5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school
accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11,
subsection 13,

5. Who is attending private instruction provided by a
certificated teacher for at least one hundred eighty days per
calendar year. A day of private instruction must consist of
at least five and one-half hours of instruction in one twenty-

four hour period.
1f members or representatives of a local congregation of a

recognized church or religious denomination established for

-2
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ten years or more within the state of Iowa prior to July 1,
1967, which professes principles or tenets that differ
substantially from the objectives, goals, and philosophy of
education embodied in standards set forth in section 256.11,

and rules adopted to implement the standards, file with the
director of the department of education proof of the existence

of such conflicting principles or tenets, together with a list
of the names, ages, and post-office addresses of all pupils of

compulsory school age desiring to be exempted from the
compulsory education law and the educatiocnal standards law,

whose parents or guardians are members of the congregation or
religious denomination, the director, subject to the approval
of the state board of education, may exempt the members of the
congregation or religious denomination from compliance with

any or all requirements of the compulscory education law and
the educational standards law for two school years. If the
exemption has once been granted, renewal of such exemptions

for each succeeding school year may be conditioned by the

director, with the approval of the state board, upon proof of
achievement in the basic skills of arithmetic, the

communicative arts of reading, writing, grammar, and spelling,
and an understanding of United States history, history of

Iowa, and the principles of American government, by pupils of
compulsory school age exempted in the preceding year, which
shall be determined on the basis of tests or other means of
evaluation selected by the director with the approval of the

state board. The testing or evaluation, if required, shall be
accomplished prior to submission of the request for renewal of

the exemption. Renewal requests shall be filed with the
director on or before April 15 of the school year preceding
the school year for which the applicants desire exemption.

Sec., 5. Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.3 REPORTS FROM PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

Within-ten-days-from-receipt-of-notzece-from-the-seeretary

-3~
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of-the-schooi-distriet-within-which-any-private-schesi-is
econdueted On or before the third Friday in September of each

school year, and at any time when requested in individual

cases, the principal of sueh a nonpublic school shally-oenee

during-each-schooi-yeary-and-at-any-time-when-regquested-in

tndividuai-eases; furnish to sueh the secretary of the public
school district, within which the nonpublic school is located,
a certificate and report in duplicate of the names, ages, and

number of days attendance of each pupil of sueh the nonpublic

school over-seven who has reached the age of six and is under

sixteen eighteen years of age, the course of study pursued by
each such-ehtid the pupil, the texts used, and the names of
the teachers, during the preceding year and from the time of
the last preceding report to the time at which a report is
required, The secretary shall retain one of the reports and
file the other with the secretary of the area education
agency.

Sec. 6. Section 299.4, Code 1989, i1s amended to read as
follows:

299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTION,

The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a
child who by September 15 is-ever-seven has reached the age of
six and is under sixteen eighteen years of age, who places the
child under private instruction, not in an accredited or
approved school, shall furnish a report in duplicate, to the
district by the earliest starting date specified in section
279.10, subsection 1. The secretary shall retain and file one
copy anéd forward the other copy to the district's area
education agency. The report shall state the name and age of
the child, the period of time during which the child has been
or will be under private instruction for the school year, an
outline of the course of study, texts used, and the name and
address of the instructor. The term "outline of course of
study" shall include, but is not limited to, subjects covered,

weekly lesson plans, and time spent on the areas of study.

-4-
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Sec., 7. Section 299.5, Code 1989, is amended to read as
fellows:

299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR PHYSICAL CONDITION.

The parent, guardian, or custodian of a child who is-over
seven has reached the age of six and is under sixteem eighteen
years of age by September 15, who is physically or mentally
unable to attend school, shall furnish proofs by affidavit as
to the physical or mental condition of the child.

Sec. 8. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended to read as

follows:

299.6 VIQLATIONS -- COMMUNITY SERVICE IN-BIEH-OF OR FINE
OR IMPRISONMENT.

Any person who shaii-violate violates any of the provisions
of sections 299.1 ¢to through 299.5, incius:ive;-shati-be for a
first offense, is gquilty of a simple misdemeanor and-the-eoure

shat.,
A first offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment of

up to ten days, which may be suspended, or a fine of up to one

hundred dollars. The court may order the person to perform
not more than forty hours of unpaid community service instead

of any fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second

or subsequent violation is quilty of a serious misdemeanor.

A second offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment
of up to twenty days, which may be suspended, or a fine of up
to five hundred dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The
court may order the person to perform unpaid community service

instead of any fine or imprisonment.
A third or subsequent offense conviction is punishable by

imprisonment of up to thirty days, which may be suspended, or
a fine of up to one thousand dollars, or both a fine and

imprisonment. The court may order the person to perform
unpaid community service instead of any fine or imprisonment.

If a parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a
child who is truant, has made a good faith effort to comply
with the provisions of sections 29%.1 through 299.5, the

-5—
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parent, guardian, or custodian shall not be criminally liable
for the child's nonattendance.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299.6A INVESTIGATION OF TRUANT
CHILDREN,

After a child has accumulated fifteen unexcused absences,

as defined by the board of director's or other governing
body's attendance policy, from school during a school year,
the truancy officer shall report the absences to the county

O ® o o won

attorney. The county attorney shall investigate the report
and may file a petition under section 232.87 for a judicial

[
o

determination of whether the child is a child in need of

e
N

assistance, as defined in section 232.2, subsection 6.

P
W

Upon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent,

[
[+

guardian, or legal or actual custodian for violations of
sections 299.1 through 299.5, the county attorney shall
investigate whether the child is a child in need of assistance
and shall file a petition alleging the facts which bring the
child within the jurisdiction of the court.

Sec. 10. Section 299.8, Code 1589, is amended to read as
follows:

299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED.

Any "Truant” means a child ever-seven who has reached the
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age of six and is under sixteen eighteen years of age, who is
in proper physical and mental condition to attend school, and
who fails to attend school regularly as provided-in-this
chapter;-without-reasonabie-excuse-for-the-absence;-shaii-pe
deemed-to-be~-a-truant required by the school board's or school
governing body's attendance policy.

Sec. 11, Section 299.10, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS --APPOINTMENT ---EOMPENSATION,

The board of each school district mays-and-in-schesi
districts-having-a-peputation-of-twenty-thousand shally
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34 appoint a truancy officer.
“ 35 Fn-districta-having-therein-a-ecity7;-the The board may
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appoint a member of the police force, eor marshal, as-such
offiecer;-and-other-dratricta-may-appoint-a-constabie a
teacher, school official, or other suitable person to serve as

the district truancy officer.

Such-officers-shaii-be-paitd-a-reasonabie-compensation-by
the-board-

Sec. 12. Section 299.11, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICER.

The truancy officer shall take into custody without warrant
any apparently truant c¢child and place the child in the charge
of the teacher-in-eharge-of-the-pubiic school principal, or

the principal's designee, designated by the board of directors
of the school district in which sasd the child resides, or of

any private nonpublic school designated by the person-having
tegat-centrot-of-ehe-chiid parent, guardian, or legal or
actual custodian; but if it is other than a public school, the
instruction and maintenance of the child therein shall be

without expense to the school district.

The truancy officer shall promptly institute ertminal
proceedings against any person violating any of the provisicns
of sections 299.1 te through 299.5.

Sec. 13. Section 289.15, Code 1589, is amended to read as
follows:

299.15 REPORTS BY SCHOOL QFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.

All school officers and employees sha:i may promptly report
to the secretary of the school corporation any violations of
the truaney-iaw attendance policy of which they have
knowledge, and the seeretary principal or the principal's
designee shall inform the president of the board of directors
who shall, if necessary, call a meeting of the board to take
such action thereon as the facts justify.

Sec. 14. Section 299.16, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299,16 FAILURE TO ATTEND,
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School officers shall ascertain the number cof children eves
severn who have reached the age of six and are under sixteen

eighteen years of age, in their respective districts, the
number of such children who do not attend school, and so far
as possible the cause of the failure to attend and send copies
on a biannual basis of a report summarizing their findings to

the chairpersons and ranking members of the house and senate

standing committees on education.

Sec. 15. Section 299.18, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299,18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL.

Children ever-seven who have reached the age of six and are

under nineteen eighteen years of age and who are so deaf or
blind or severely handicapped as to be unable to obtain an
education in the eemmen schools shall be sent to the proper
state sechooi-therefor institution, or shall receive

appropriate special education under chapter 281, unless
exempted, and any person having such a child under the
person's control or custody shall see that such child attends
such schoet institution or special education during the

scholastic year.

Sec. 16. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

299,20 ORDER.

Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section
299.19, the time of hearing shall be determined by the
juvenile court or the district court. If, upon hearing, the
court determines that the person required to appear has the
custody and control of a child who should be required to
attend a state seheel institution under section 299,18, the
court shall make an order requiring such person to keep such
child in attendance at such scheet institution.

Sec. 17. Section 299,22, Code 1989, is amended to read as

follows:
299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED.
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Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the
superintendent theresf of the institution is satisfieds that

is--FPhat-the-ehiid-is-tn-such-bodiliy-ocr-mentat-cendrtron-as
to-prevent-or-render-futiie-attendance-at-the-sechoois

2v-~Fhat-the-chiid-is-so-drseased-or-pessesses-such-habsies
as-to-render-the-¢chiltdis-presence-a-nenace-to—-the-hesaith-or
meralis-of-other~-puptiss

3s--Phat the child is efficiently taught for the scholastic
year’'in a private nonpublic or other school devoted to such
instruction or by a private tutor, or in the branches-taught
in phblic schools.

Sec. 18. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299.24, Code
1989; are repealed.

. EXPLANATION

This bill changes the compulsory attendance ages to require
children to attend school starting at age six and until they
reach eighteen. Compulscry attendance policy is to be set by
the board of directors of a school district or other governing
or nonpublic body of a private school. The exception to the
compulsory attendance law for fourteen-year-ocld employed
children is repealed. The section relating to exemptions for
certain religious denominations has been transferred to
section 299.2, and a one-hundred-eighty day, five and one-half
hours of instruction, regquirement has been imposed upon
private instruction. Reports from private schools must be
made by the third Friday in September. The penalty for
violation of the compulsory attendance law has been changed to
increasing terms of imprisonment, fines, or community service
instead of fine or imprisonment. Truancy will trigger
investigation by a county attorney and potential child in need
of assistance proceedings. If the parent, guardian, or
custodian is convicted three or more times for violating the
compulsory attendance law, investigation and court proceedings
will follow. A census summary relating to attendance and
school population must be provided to the education standing
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committees of the general assembly.
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