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S. F. _1_1./!1_ H. F. _____ _ 

1 Section 1. Section 279.10, subsection ., Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The school yPar shall begin on the firsL day of July 

4 and each regula~ly established elementary and seco~dary scl•ool 

5 shall begin no sooner than a day d~ring the calendar week in 

6 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 

7 Ei~st-Me~day-±M-Beeembe~ September 15. School shall continue 

8 for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

9 subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

10 year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel 

ll for in-service training and development purposes before the 

12 date to begin elementary and secondary school. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1989, 

14 1s amended to read as follows: 

15 The board of directors of each public school dist~ict and 

16 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

17 prescribe the minimum educational program and an at:endance 

18 policy wh1ch shall include at least 011e hundred forty-e~ght 

1.9 da_z!:1 _uf~~·~da~S.~.!-.. -~? be met by attenda:~ce ~"'?I at .least 

JO -~r..~.~t:..Y.=_seven days each school auarter, !:or the schoo:s under 

21 their jt1risdictions. The ~inlmum educational proqram shall be 

22 the Cllrricu~~lrn sPt ~orth in section 256.11, except as 

23 otl:erwise prc>vided by law. The board of d.cectors of il pub!~c 

21 sehoul district shall not allow discrimination Ln any 

2S educational program on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, 

26 marital status or place of national origin. 

27 Sec. 3. Section 299.l, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

28 follows: 

29 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

~he Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent, 

31 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of d child who 1:~-ever 

32 ~even has reached the a9e of six and is under ~±:oete<'!!'l ei9hteen 

33 years of age by September 15, 111 proper physical ar:d mental 

34 condition to attend school, shall enreii be responsible for 

35 the eh±id child's attendance in some public school, commencing 
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l as provided under section 279.10. The board of directors of a 

2 publ.ic school district or thuoverni.!Cc oodv of an accrediLed 

3 nO[jf:>ub_lic school shall set thenumber of days of r~quired 

4 attendance for the schools under its control. ---_ .. ;c.;..cc:..=.--"-"----=-:..:..=._--=-.::..:..:_=-=-=-=---=-:.:...::_::..:.......:. 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

l2 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

~~e-be8~d-~&y,-by-~~~oltltien 7 -~e~~±~~-tltte~danee-±M-tt~e 

ptlblie-seheel~-fe~-~Me-en~i~e-~ime-when-the-sehee~~-~~e-in 

seesion-in-any-eeheel-year. 

A-ehiid-shaii-at~end-an-eeeredited-o~-eppreved-eeheei-fer 

e~-ledst-ene-htlnd~ed-~wenty-days-eeeh-sehee~-yeer•--~he 

reqtlirement-shaii-be-me~-by-attendanee-fer-a~-ieest-th±r~y 

day~-eaeh-seheei-~tlarter,-er-a-e±m±ia~-d±str±otltien-ef 

attendanee-thretlghetlt-the-~ehee±-yea~. 

fn-i~etl-ef-~tleh-e~~endanee-~tleh-eh±id-may-attend-tlpen 

eqtl±vatent-±n~trtle~±en-by-a-eert±f±ed-~eaeher-et~ewhere• 

Sec. 4. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

Section 299.1 shall not apply to any chicd: 

l.--Whe-is-ever-~he-age-ef-fotlrteen-end-~~-regtliarly 

.-m;>teyed. 

i L. Whese-edaeat±ena!-qtlaiif±eation~-ere-eqtlai-te-~h"~" 

ef-ptlp±i~-whe-have-eempleted-~he-eighth-grade• Who ~as 

completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited 

24 school or has obtained a high school equivalency diploma under 

25 chapter 259A. 

26 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

record or judge. 

4 3. While attending religious services or receiving 

religious instructions. 

5 4. Who is attend1ng a private college preparatory school 

accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11, 

subsection 13. 

5. Who is attending private equivalent instruction 

provided for at least one hundred eighty days per school yedr, 

35 as defi11ed under section 279.10, by a certi~icated teacher. 
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S.F. 14/9 H.F. 

1 Att:endance shall be for at least one hundred :arty-eight da_y~ 

2 each year, an.s! __ shall be met by attend_a,nce Eor .ot least _thi_r_t:_y_--: 

3 sev~'! .. days each school qu~~-t!::r, or a similar_di,>!r ibution of 

4 attendance throughout the calendar year. 

5 6. ;.;ho has been excused under section 299.22. 

G 7. Who 1S ........ d. an exempted program under section a •.•. en 1ng -·--·-
I 299.24. 

8 Sec. 5. Section 299.3, Code 1989, lS amended to read as 

9 follows: 

lO 299.3 RF.PORTS FROM ?RfVA~E NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

iL W±~M±n-ten-days-frem-~eeeipt-ef-netiee-frem-the-~eeretery 

12 Mf-the-~ehoei-cii~tr±et-within-whieh-eny-privete-~eheei-±~ 

l3 eoftdoet-Pd On or before the :hire Friday in Seotemb~_r __ 9.~-~ach 

14 school year, and at any time when requested in individual 

15 cases, tl•e principal of ~tleh a nonpublic s2hool shal:y-enee 

16 dor~nq-eeeh-~ehooi-yeer,-end-et-eny-time-when-re~ne~ted-±n 

1·1 ~nd~v±dtia+-e6~~~7 f1:rnis~ t(> ~uet1 the secretary elf t~e public 

18 school dis~~ct! ___ :-'_~-~p)n __ which the nonp:..:b!.ic sct"::?.?_;__j~ -~os:.a..~.-~.d_,_ 

l~ d t=er~ificate and report in duplicate of t~e ~a1ncs, ages, at1d 

20 numh~r ot days attendance 8: each pt.:piJ. 8: ~He~ thP nor:oublic 

n schGoi ~ver-~~ven who has reached the dee of sjx a11d is 1111de~ .:.:..:.:.::.......:..::=-=...::..:===-=-=--"·-------- --
22 ~±~te~" eiahtee~ years of age, the course ~f st11dy pt;rsued by 

23 etteh-t~och-ehi::'!:d U1e_ Pl!J2..il• ~he texts ~sPd, and the names of 

21 the teachers, during the preceding year an<l from the time of 

25 the last preced"ng report to the time at which a report is 

26 required. The secretary shall retain one of the reports and 

21 file the other with the secretary of the area educat~on 

28 agency. 

29 Sec. 6. Section 299.4, Code l989, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 299.4 REPORTS AS ·ro PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

32 The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

33 child who by September 15 i~-eve~-~even has reached the age o: 

34 six and is under ~t~teen eighteen years of age, who places the 

15 child under private instruction under section 299.2, 

-3-
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S.F. _l_L/9_ H.F. ___ _ 

l ~ubsec:ion 5, not in an accredited or-epprewed school, shall 

2 furnish a report in duplicate, to the district by the ea:li.est 

3 starting date specified in section 279.10, snilsectlon l. 'T'he 

4 secretary shall retain and file 011e copy a:1d ~orward th~ Ol~Pr 

5 ~opy to the district's area education agency. The report 

6 shall state the name and age of the child, the period of time 

7 dut·inq which the child has been or will be under private 

8 instruction for the seneei year, an outline o~ the course of 

9 study, texts used, and the name and address o: the i~strtleter 

10 teacher. The term ''outline of course of study'' shall include, 

ll but is not limited to, subjects covered, weekly lesson plans, 

12 and time spent on the areas of study. 

:3 Sec. 7. Section 299.5, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

14 follows: 

1 -
-· :1 299.5 ?ROOf OF MENTAL OR PHYSICAL CONDITION. 

1.6 The parent, guardian, or custodian of a child who i~-owe~ 

17 ~eve~ has reached the age of six and ~s under ~~xteeM eiahteen 

18 years of age by September 15, who is physically or mental cy 

19 11nable r_o attend school, shall furnish proofs by af!'~dav-tt 

20 certif1cate under sec~ions 28~.6 and 281.7 as to the physic~~ 

" c 21 or mental condition of the child . 
• ) C· ~ 'f;. 

22 Sec. 8. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended :o read as 

23 follows: 

24 2J9.6 VIOLATIONS -- CO!-'.MUNI·ry SERVICE :!:N-i'>fEH-8P OR FIN£ 

25 

J' ·"7'2 6 

27 

28 

29 

OR IMPRISONI-'.ENT. 

Any person who 

of sections 299.1 

first offense, lS 

~!-laB:. 

~ha~l-vie±ate violates any of the provisions 

to through 299.5, ine~tt~±ve,-~1-lall-be for a 

guilty of a simple misdemeanor and-the-eo~~t 

30 A first offense conv1ction is punishable by imprisonment 

31 not exceeding ten days or a fi~e not exceeding one hundred 

32 dollars. The court may order the person to perform not more 

33 than forty hours of unpaid community service instead of any 

34 fine or imprisonment. A oerson convicted of a second or 

35 su~sequent violation is guilty of a serious rn1sdemeanor. 

-4-
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1 A second offense convictioi~ 

d . d " ,. F' ' ' • 2 not excce ___ 1.ng twe~_ty ays_ or a r .:..r.~_ :~o~. e~_cePcln_g -1ve __ _r1unarec: 

3 dollar~,_or beth a tine and imor!sonment~ The court m~y ordc~ 

4 the_Q_crson ~o p_crform c:npaid co:nmunitv ser,Jice ins•ea<l of anv 

5 fine or imprisonment. 

6 A thi_r:d or subs.ec:uent offense conviction_ is pu0ishable_ £:i 
7 i:~£risonme:1t not exce~ding thirty days or a fine not_ .. exceedi!_!q 

8 one thousand dollars, or both a fine and imerisonment. The 

9 ~curt may order the person to perform unpaid co~munity secvice 

lO instead of any fine or imprisonment. 
-:'._·tt<)'" 

ll Tf a parent, guard~an, or_legal or actual custodian of a 

12 child who is truant, has made an objective and reasonable good 

13 faith e[fort to comply with ~_he provisions of sections 299.1 

l4 through ___ 2.99.5, the_parent, _9uardian, or custodian shall r.ot be 

lS cri_minally liatJ_le for th~ child's nonattendance. 
."',_: -::.6 Sec. 9. NEvi SECTION. 2'J9.6A INVESTIGATION OF '2RUANT 

17 CHILDREN. 

18 The trua~cy office: shall report a child who is truant 

~9 11nder scctiorl 299.8, o~ who has accumulated fif>:eer. '.:nexc;,;ser. 

20 absences as def1ned unde: the ~Jcard cf directors' or otcue:· 

2: govern~ng body's attendance policy, during a ~hree-year period 

72 tu the cot:~ty attor~ey. The county attorney shail i~vesLigate 

23 the report ar1d ~ay file a petition under sectlc~ 232.87 tor a 

)4 judicial determination of whether the chi~d ~s a child i·' 11eed 

25 of assistance, as defined in section 232.2, subsection 6. 

26 Upon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent, 

2J guardian, or legal or actual custodian for violations of 

l8 sections 299.1 through 299.5 :elating to the same child, the 

29 county attorney shall investigate whether the child is a child 

10 in need of assistance and shall file a petition if there are 

Jl sufficient facts to bring the child within the jurisdiction of 

32 the court. 

33 Sec. 10. Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

34 follows: 

35 299.8 ''TRUANT" DEFINED. 

-5-
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l Any ''Truant'' means a child ever-~e~@rt who has reached the 

2 ~e ::>E six .:tnd is under ~~~teen. eig:-tte2n yeelrs of age: '-'lho is 

3 in proper physical and mental cor.dit.ion to att~nd school, 21i~d 

4 who Eails to attend school regularly as prev~ded-in-th~s 

6 deemed-te-be-a-traent recuired by the school 

1 governing body's_attendance policy. 

8 Sec. 11. Section 299.10, Code 1989, is a~ended :o read as 

9 follows: 

10 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT ---eBMP5NSA~t8N. 

11 The board of each school district mayy-and-in-~eheei 

12 dietr±ets-hevin;-a-pepatatien-e~-twenty-thea~and sha:ly 

1.3 appoint a truancy officer. 

:4 in-distriet~-~avin;-therein-a-eityy-the The board may 

l~ appoint a member of the oclice force, or marshal, e~-~aeh . - -
16 effieer,-end-ether-dtetriets-may-appeint-a-eenstabte ~ 

17 teacher, schoo.!:_ ofEicia:., or othPr suitable person to ser:~~-~.": 

18 the di~~rict tcuancy officer. 

19 Saeh-effteers-~he~l-be-peid-a-reasonab±e-ee~pen~a~~en-by 

20 the-oeard.-

21 Sec. 12. Section 299.11, Code ~989, 1s amended ~o read as 

22 follows: 

23 299.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICER. 

24 The truancy officer ehe~± may take into custody withoul 

25 warrant any apparently truant child and place the child 1n C.he 

26 charge of the teae"er-in-eher;e-of-the-pttblie school 

27 ~incipal, or the principal's designee, designated oy the 

28 board of directors of the school district in which geid the 

29 child resides, or of any pr~vate nonpublic school designated 

30 by the per~en-hevin;-tegBl-eentre~-ef-the-ehild parent, 

31 guardian, or legal or actual custodian; but if it is other 

32 than a public school, the instruction and maintenance of the 

33 child therein shall be 

34 The truancy officer 

without expense to the school district. 

shall promptly institute erimine~ 

35 proceedings against any person vioiating any of the provisions 

-5-
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1 of sPcticns ?99.1 te thro~ 299.5. 

2 Sf>c. 13. Sf>ction 299.16, Code :.989, is amended to read as 

3 f.ollows: 

4 299.16 FA!LURE TO ATTEND. 

: ?.C~j School officers shall ascertain the number o: children ever 

li ,,.,.,.en who have reached the age of six and are under ~:i::.:te.,n 

7 eighteen years of age, in their respective districts, the 

8 number ot such children who de-"et-attend-~eheer are truant 

9 ttnder section 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcttsed -- ·- .. . 
10 absences aurin~ the school year, and so far as possible the 

11 cause of the failure to attend. School officers shall, 11ntil 

12 ,ruly_~, 1999, biennially report this information to the 

l1 department of educatio_p on forms orovided by the department. 

14 ~he dep9r.tment shall attach a suwmary of the reports with the 

l5 departm~nt's report under section 2~6.9, subsection 28. 

16 Sec. 14. Section 299.18, Code 1989, is amended ~o read as 

l7 follows: 

18 299.18 EDUCATION-- STATE SCHOO:. 

Childrpn eve!"'-:!ev~~ who have reached the age cf s_ix a::d are 

JO under rt:tnetee~ eigh_teen years of age and wt~o are so deaf or 

21 blind or severely handicapped as rc be unable to cbtain an 

22 cducat ion :.n ::he eeffillien schools shall be sent to the proper 

23 state 5efH-,~±-t~et"efer- .i.n~_~itution,_. O!:" shall receive 

2<l ~Of>riate soeci_al educatl_on t;nder_chapter ~81, unless 

25 exempted, and any person having such a child under the 

26 person's control or custody shall see that such child attends 

27 such ~ehoer institution or special education during the 

28 scholastic year. 

29 Sec. 15. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 299.20 ORDER. 

32 Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section 

33 299.19, the time of hearing shall be determined by the 

34 juvenile court or the district cour:. IE, upon hearing, the 

35 court determines that the person required to appear has the 

-7-
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custody and control of a child who shOLLl<l be required to 

2 at~end a state ::sei'leel institution under sect:.on 299 • .1fl, ~-''" 

3 court shall make a11 order requiring such person to keep s~ci~ 

4 child ir1 attendance at such ~choo~ insti:utio~. 

'.l Sec. 16. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is a,~ended ~o read as 

6 f 0 j, j ows: 

l 2'}9.22 WHEN DEAF AND BL:ND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 

Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the 

9 superintendent thereof of the institution is satisfied~ th2t 

10 ~~--Ph6t-the-ehitd-is-in-stleh-~edity-o~-Mentel-eend±t±en-a~ 

ll ee-~~event-er-render-fttti±e-ettendsne~-at-the-eeheo±7 

12 r~--9het-the-ehitd-is-so-d±ge8eed-er-~eggesses-etleh-h8b~te 

13 as-te-render-the-eh±~d~s-~regeMce-a-me~aee-to-the-hea±th-e~ 

14 mora~e-eE-othe~-pttpils7 

lS 37--Phat the child is efficiently 

16 year in a private nonpublic or other 

tacght for the 

school devoted 

scholastic 

to such 

17 instruction, er by a private ~utor, in the br&nehe~-~Haght-i" 

18 public schools, or is shewn to be physically or mentall:._y 

19 unabLe to attend school cnder section 299.5. 

Sec. 17. DEPARTMENTAL STUOX. The department cf educatic•J 

2l shall assist local school districts in determining the 

7.2 expected impact of the provisions of t~is Act i~ terms of the 

21 increased enrollme~t of sixteen and seventeen year-olds, and 

24 the characteristics of this population in terms of educational 

25 and basic skill level, family support structure, orientation 

26 to the traditional school curricula, and orientation to 

27 alternative curricula. 

28 The department of education, in coordination with the 

29 department of human services, the supreme court, the 

30 department of public health, and the department of employment 

31 services, shall do the following: 

32 1. Identify experiences other. states have had, and 

33 educational and social support responses they have made, as a 

34 result of increasing the compulsory education age from sixteen 

35 to eighteen years of age. 

-8-
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l 2. Seek to develop program materials that consider healtl1, 

2 employment and t~aining, and human service needs in addition 

3 to ed:Ication needs to assist local districts in serv1ng 

4 students affected by this Act. 
5 3. Identify ''at-risk" middle schools and high schools 

6 within the state. For purposes of this section, ''at-risk" 

7 means schools t~at are categorized by high levels of one or 

8 more of the following: below grade performing students, grade 

9 retention, school dropouts, school expulsions, teen pregnancy, 

10 poverty, single parent families, substance abuse, teenage 

l l suicides, youth unemployment, juvenile delinquency, and child 

12 abuse. 

ll 4. Provided that no other resources are made available for 

14 this purpose, develop a strategy for ''at-risk'' schools to work 

15 in coordination with other service providers, private 

;5 employers, and parents and st:1dents to address st11dent needs 

L7 and improve st..:dent act:ievement. 
18 Sec. 18. ALTF.RNATIVE PROG!l.AMS. Schools which provide 

~9 alternative educational programs, for middle school a11d h~gh 

20 schao: st1;dertts, designed to prcvide !~cPn~ives for the 

21 students to remain in schoo;, shall not be subject to the 

22 IRiilimum hours of ~nstr~1ction requirement adopted by the state 

23 board of education. 
24 Sec. 19. TC.is Act does noc a~ply to students who have 

25 dropped out of school before the effective date of this Act. 

26 Sec. 20. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299.15, Code 

27 1989, are repealed. 

28 EXPLANATION 

29 This bill changes the compulsory attendance ages to require 

30 children to attend school starting at age six and until they 

3l reach eighteen. Compulsory attendance policy is to be set by 

32 the board of directors of a school district or other governing 

33 or nonpublic body of a private school. The exception to the 

34 compulsory attendance law for fourteen-yea,-old employed 

35 children 15 repealed. A one-hundred-eighty day, five and one-

-9-
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l half r.ours of ins~ructicn, requirement has been imposed upon 

2 private instruction. Reports from private schools must be 

3 made by the third Friday in September. The ?enalty for 

4 violation of the compulsory attendance law has been changed to 

5 increasing terms of imprisonment, fines, or community service 

6 instead of fine or imprisonment. Truancy will trigger 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

J 2 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

investigation by a county attorney and potential child in need 

of assistance proceedings. If the parent, guardian, or 

custodian is convicted three or more times for violating the 

compulsory attendance law within a three-year period, 

investigation and court proceedings will follow. A census 

summary relating to attendance and school population must be 

provided to the department o: education. 

-10-
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SENATE CLIP SHEET FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

SENATE FILE 149 
.• 3084 
~ -· Amend Senate File 149 as follows: 
' ~ l. Page 1, line 34, by str1king the words ''be 

· 3 responsible for" and inserting the following: 
4 11 Cause". 
5 2. Page 1, line 35, by striking the words "ehild 
6 child's attendance in'' and inserting the following: 
7 "child in to attend''. 
8 3. Page 4, by inserting after line 21 the 
9 following: 

lO "Sec. NEW SECTION. 299.5A MEDIATION . 
. id7ll If a child is truant as defined in section 299.8, 

12 school officers shall attempt to find the cause for 
13 the child's absence and use every means available to 
14 the school to assure that the child does attend. If 
15 the parent, legal or actual g~ardian, or child refuses 
16 to accept the school's attempt to cure the child's 
17 nonattendance or the school's attempt to assure the 
18 child's attendance is otherwise unsuccessful, the 
19 truancy officer shall refer the matter to ~he county 
20 attorney for mediation. 

•·~~l The county attorney shall cause a notice of the 
22 referral to be sent to the parent or legal or actual 
23 guardian and des1gnate a person to serve as mediator 
24 in the ~atter. If mediation services are avai:able in 

•

the communicy, those services may be used as the 

. 

designated mediation service. The mediator shall 
contact the school, the parent 0r legal or actual 

'· 28 guardian, and any other person the mediator deems 
29 appropriate in the matter and arrange meeting dates 
30 and times for discussion of the child's nonattendance. 
31 The mediator shall attempt to ascerta1n the cause of 
32 the c~ild's nonatte~dance, at:empt :o cause ~~e 
3~ partles to arrive at an agreement relative t~ the 
34 c~ild's attendance, and initiate referrals to any 
35 agencies or counseling that the mediator b2li~ves to 
36 be ap?ropriate ~nder :he circumstaP-ces. 
37 IE tt1e parties reach an agreement, the agreement 
38 shall be reduced to writing and signed by a ~chool 
39 o~ficer, parent o: legal or actuai gu:rdia~. a~d the 
40 child. The mediator, the school, and the ~z:ent or 
~~ legal or actual guardian shall each receive ~ co9y ot 
42 the dgree~e~t, which shall set ~orth the settlement of 
43 che iss~es and fut~re responsibi:itie~ of eac~ party. 
~4 ~t1e school district shail be responsibl2 for 
~5 ma~itor1ng a~y agrepme~ts arriv2d at thrOL·;h 
·~·6 ~ec:.c.~:::..or:. :~ a ?Crent cr :.eqa::. or act\la.l g0.a::-di.a:: 
~7 refuses to angage ln mediation o: v~olates a :er~ ct 
~8 ~112 agr~e~e~c, :he ~~--ter s~a:: b2 rerefe::ec to t~~ 
--;::1 co::;-::y .-:.t:r.or:12y for prosecution ·.~:Hie:: sec::.~~,--- 29S.::. ·· 
so .. -

• 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET 

S-3084 
Page 2 

FEBRUARY 20, i989 

1 ''violates'' the following: ''a mediation agreement 
2 under section 299.5A or''. 
3 5. Page 4, line 27, by inserting after the figure 
4 ''299.5'' the following: ''or refuses to particioate 1n 

5 mediation under section 299.5A". 
6 6. Page 9, by inserting after line 4 the 
7 following: 
8 "__ Develop definitions of the terms "at-risk 
9 student'' and "dropout" which are appropriate for 

lO students in middle and high schools and which will 
ll assist districts in identifying students in need of 
12 alternative academic programming." 
~3 7. Sy renumbering as necessary. 

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK 
S-3084 FILED FEBRUARY 16, 1989 

ADOPTEDJ-J(v-¢'q(p. 429) 

S-3083 
1 
2 

SENATE FILE 149 

Amend Senate File 149 as follows: 
l. Page 5, by striking lines 16 through 32. 

S-3083 FILED FEBRUARY 16, 
LOST .;J- I&- yq (_ p 1d.ff) 

By JULIA GENTLEMAN 
1989 

Page 3 
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SENATE CLIP SHEE'"' FEBRUARY 20, l989 

SEN.!'.TE FILE 

.• 3085 
\ Amend Senate File 149 as 
.··. l. Page 5, by inserting 

3 following: 

149 

Eollows: 
after line 10, the 

4 "If community service lS imposed as part of a 
~ sencencing order, the court may requlre that part or 
6 all or the service be performed for a oublic school 
7 district or nonpublic school if the court finds that 
8 service in the school is approprlate under the 
9 circumstances." 

.lO 
11 
12 

2. Page 7, line 10, by striking the words ''the 
school year" and inserting the following: "a ti'l'ree­
year oer lod". 

3. Page 7, line 14, by inserting after ~he word 
lQ ''reports'' the following• '', an analvsis oE the data, 
15 and policy recommendations cased on the data 
15 analysis". 

4. ?age 7, line 22, by striking the word '!proper'' 
!8 and insert~ng the following: ''pP~peP acorooriate''. 

5. Page 7, line 26, by strikir.g th~rcr··,:such" 

1.7 

lS 
20 ar.d inserting the following: 11 StH~h the 11

• 

n 6. Page 7, line 27, by striking the word "such" 
22 and inserting the following: ''5~~~ the''. 
23 7. Page 7, line 27, by inserting after t:he word 
24 ~~~duca~:.onn the Eollowing: 11 orogram'' . 

•. ' 
.. 

~5 8. Page 8, liile 3, by striking the word "such" 
and inserting the following: ~·soeh the''. 

9. Page 8, line 4, by s~r iking the word "such" 
28 and 1nserti~g ~he following• ··~~~h the''. 
29 iO. Page 8, line 9, by striking the words "is 
30 satisfied!' and inserting the following: ''i~-sati~~ied 
31 determines". 
32 ---l~~ge 8, line 16, by striking the word "such" 
33 and inserting the following: ''saeh the". 
34 
35 
36 
37 

12. Page 8, line 22, by striking"the words "iil 
terms of the'' and inserting the following: 11

0n
1
'. 

1.3. ?age 8, line 24, by striking the words "in 
terms of'' and i~sertinq the following: 11 With respect 

38 to". 
By LARRY MURPE'l 

PAT DELUHERY 
S-3085 FILED FEBRUARY l,, 

ADOPT2D y-!G--'80 (p -4 ;A 
1989 

JEAN LLOYD<ONES 
MAGGIE TINSH/\N 

SENATE F!LE 149 
S-3087 

, ~nend the amendment, S-3084, to Senate File 149 as 
2 follows: 
3 l. Page 1, lines 16 and 17, by striking the words 
4 ''cure the child's nonattendance'' and inserting the 
5 following: ''assure the child's attendance''. 

~6 2. Page l, line 20, by inserting after the word 
1~7 ''mediation'' the following: "or prosecution''. 

· 8 J. Page 1, line 21, by striking the word "The'' 
9 and inserting the following: "If the matter is 

10 referred for mediation, the". 

S-3087 

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK 
PAT DELUHERY 

Page 4 



SENATE FILE 149 
FISCAL NOTE 

A fiscal note for SENATE FILE 149, AS AMENDED is hereby submitted ?ursuant to 
]oi~t Rule 17. Data used in developing this fiscal ~ate is available from the 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate Pile 149, as passed by the House, requires children to attend schooL 
f~om age six to sixteen. The board of directors of a school district or 
private school governing body would set compulsory attendance ?Olicy. The 
exception to the compulsory attendance law for fourteen-year-old employed 
children •s repealed. A one-hundred-eighty day, fi~e and one-half hours of 
instruction requirement has been imposed upon private instruction. Reports 
from private schools must be made by the third Friday in September. The 
penalties for violation 0f ~his compulsory attendance Law are increasing fines 
or comrnun1ty ser·:tce. Truancy can Lead to investigation by a county att¢rney 
and potential child tn need of assistance proceedings. If the parent, 
guardiany o~ custodian 1s convicted three or ~ore tlmes fo~ violating the 
compulsory attendance ta~, investigation and court proceedings would follo~. 

Assumotions: 

1. There are approximately 500 six-year-olds currently not enrolled in 
school. 

2. The average state aid per pupil cost is $3,011. 

Fiscal Effect: 

Wtth 500 additionai pupils, an additional $1,505,500 •auld be generated from 
the school aid formula. Of ~his, $1,249,565 ~ould be from state aid and 
$255,935 from local property tax. 

The 
cost 

additional 
$60,000 for 

Department of Education reporting requirements is estimated to 
one f!E to coordinate with Local districts. 

~Cedi districts ~o~ld h~ve additional costs if alt~ru~tive ?rograms wc~ld be 
required. 

Additional costs wo~lci be ~ncurred at the county level by the re~uiremei.t that 
the COllnty attorney investiga:e each report of students aCC\lmu~atin~ 15 or more 
unexcusec absences during a schooi yEar. There 15 no estimate avaiLable as to 
~hat th1s ~auld cost. 

(LSB l528sv.2, JAS) 

~:LED JANUARY 22, 1990 3Y DE~NIS ?RO~TY, F!SCAL DIRECTOR 



SENATE FILE 149 
FISCAL NOTE 

fiscai. note for SENATE P!LE 149 lS hereby submi:ced pursuant tO Joint Rule 
i?. D:tt,l \J:i•~d in dev•~top\r.;~. this fi,;cal note LS d'l.-tiL,~l~ from the Legistotiv"! 
f~$cai Bureau to members of the Leeislature upon request. 

-------------------------------------
Senate File 149, as passed by the Senace, requires children to at~end schooL 
from age s1x to sixteen until June 30, 1994. After June 30, L994 che 
compulsory attendance age is from age six to eig!ttec~. The board of directors 
of a schooi district 0t private school governing body ~ould set compulsory 
attendanc~ policy. 7he exception to the compulsory actendance law for 
!ourtee~-year-old em~toyerl childre~ lS repeale~. A one-~undrcd-eighcy d3y~ 
fiv~ and one-half hours of instruction requtremen: ha~ been imposed upon 
prtvate instruction. Re?orcs from private schools must ~e made by the ~hird 
Priday in September. 7he ?en~Lties for viol8tion of ~his compulsory attendance 
law are increasi~g fines or community service. !r~ancy can lead to 
investigativn oy a cou~ty attorney and potential ch:Ld in need of ~ssistance 
proceedings. If the ?3re~t, guardian, or custodian is convicted three or more 
times for ~ioiating :h~ compuLsory attendance la~, investi~ation and court 
proceedings wouLd folio~. 

l. There are approx1~ateiy 500 six-year-ol~s currentiy not enrolied tn 
school. 

2. 
3. 

For ~y !990, there ~ere 4,49S dropouts recorded. 
The average state aid per pupil cost is $3,011. 

?iscal Effect: 

~ith 500 additioca: pupils, an additional Sl,SOS,SUO would be generated from 
:he school aiC :o~mula. Of this, $1,249,565 wouLd ~e from sta:e aid ~nd 
$255,935 from iocac pro?erty tax. 

with 4,995 
$15,039,945 
$L2,483,l54 

additional ?UPlls in L994 ~sing FY 90 est\mates, an ad~i:ionai 
~auLd be generated f~om the school aid formula. Of this, 
~ould be from state aid and S2,5S6,79l ~rem local pro?erty tax. 

!he additional Department of Education re?orting requirements 1s estimated to 
cost $60,000 for one FT2 to coordina:e w1ch ~ocai distr~cts. 

Local districts wouLd have additic~al cos:s if aLter~attve ?rograms ~auLd be 
rcqui red. 

Additionai c~sts wouid be i~curred at the county lev~i jy che requi~~mcnt that 
:!le cot~nty attQr~~e~' ~t.·:~~;~\gate each report of s:....:dent.; ~cc~1mui.atir:g lS or more 
unexcused absences dt;rtn~ a school year. 7here is no ~s:lmAte availabie as to 
~hat this ~ou~d cost. 

(l.SR 1528,;v, JAS) 

!LEO JANUARY 22, 1990 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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S.F. H. F. 

Section 1. Section 279.10, subsection l, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

5 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 

6 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 

7 fir~t-Mo"e~y-i"-8eeember Seotember 15. School shall continue 

8 for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

9 subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

10 year. A school corporation w.ay begin employment of personnel 

11 for in-service ~raining and development purposes before the 

12 date to begin elementary and secondary school. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1989, 

14 is amended to read as follows: 

dg~il5 The board of direc:ors of each public school discrlct and 

16 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

17 prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance 

18 policy which sha:l include at least one hundred forty-eight 

:9 days of attendance, to be met by attendance for at least 

20 thirty-sevep days each school quarter, for the schools under 

21 their jurisdictions. The ~inimum educational program shall be 

22 the curriculum set forth in s~ction 256.11, except as 

23 otherwise provided by law. The board of directors of a public 

24 school district shall not allow discrimination :n any 

25 educational program on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, 

26 marital status or place of national origin. 

27 Sec. 3. Section 299.1, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

28 follows: 

29 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

30 ~he Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent, 

31 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a cnild who is-eve~ 

Jg~32 ~ev~n has reached the age of six and ~s under si~te~n eiahteen 

33 years of age by September 15, in proper physicai and ~ental 

34 condition to attend school, shall e~~oiz cause the child in to 

3 5 at tend some public school, commencing as :;>rov ided 'J.nde r 

.• 



S.F. H.F. 

' section 279.10. The board of directors of a ouolic school 

2 district or the governing body of an accredited nonpublic 

3 school shall set the number of days of required attendance for 

4 the schools under its control. 

5 ~he-board-may,-by-reso~~~±on,-req~i~e-a~~endanee-in-~he 

6 p~b±ie-sehoo~~-fo~-the-entire-~ime-when-the-sehoo±s-are-in 

7 session-in-any-sehooi-yea~. 

8 A-ehild-~ha!l-attend-an-aee~edited-or-app~oved-~ehoot-for 

9 at-±east-one-htindred-twen~y-day~-eaeh-seheo±-year.--~he 

10 reqairement-shal±-be-met-by-a~tendanee-fer-at-teast-ehirty 

ll day~-eaeh-~ehoot-qaa~ter,-er-e-simi±ar-dist~ibo~±on-of 

12 attendanee-thre~gho~t-the-~ehoo±-year. 

13 fn-±ietl-of-stieh-attendanee-stleh-ehi±d-may-attend-tt~on 

14 eq~ivaient-instr~etion-by-a-eert±Eied-teeeher-ei~ewhere~ 

15 Sec. 4. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

17 299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

18 Section 299.1 shall not apply to any chl1d: 

19 ~.--Who-is-ever-the-age-eE-fetirteen-and-is-reg~~arry 

20 employed~ 

s9~1 2 1. Whose-edtieatiena:!:-~tta~iEieatiens-are-e~oa±-te-these 

22 of-pttpt±s-who-have-eompieted-the-eighth-grade• Who has 

23 completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited 

24 school or has obtained a high school equivalency diploma under 

25 chapter 259A. 

26 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason oy any court of 

27 record or ~udge. 

28 4 3. While attending religious services or :eceiving 

29 religious instructions. 

30 5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school 

31 accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11, 

32 subsection 13. 

~ 33 5. Who is attending privace equivalent instruction 

~~ 34 provided for at least one hundred eighty days per school year, 

35 as defined under section 279.10, by a certificated teacher. 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 

l Attendance shall be for at least one hundred forty-eight days 

2 each year, and shall be met by attendance for at least thirty-

3 seven days each school quarter, or a similar distribution of 

4 attendance throughout the calendar year. 

5 6. Who has been excused under section 299.22. 

33i3-6 7 . Who is attending an exem12ted 12rogram under ... sec,J.on 

7 299.24. 

8 Sec. 5. Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 299.3 REPORTS FROM PRfVA~E NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

11 W~tn~n-ten-d~y5-from-reeei~t-of-not~ee-from-the-5eeretary 

12 of-the-5ehooi-di5triet-w±th~n-wh~eh-er.y-~riva~e-eehooi-i5 

13 eond~eted On or before the third Friday in September of each 

14 school year, and at any time wnen requested in individual 

15 cases, the principal of 5~eh a nonoublic school shall,-onee 

16 dttr~n9-eeeh-5ehooi-yeer,-and-~t-any-time-when-req~e5ted-~n 

17 ind±v±d~al-ea5e5, furnish to 5tteh the secreta~y of the J2Ublic 

18 school district, within which the nonpublic school is located, 

19 a certificate and report in duplicate of the names, ages, and 

20 number of days attendance of each pupil of 5tteh :he nonoublic 

21 school over-5even who has reached the age of six and is under 

~f~i22 5ixteen eighteen years of age, the course of study pursued by 

23 eaeh-5~eh-eh~id the J2UJ2il, the texts used, and the names of 

24 the teachers, during the preceding year and from the ttme of 

25 the last preceding report to the time at w~~ch a report is 

26 required. The secretary shall retain one of the reports a~d 

27 file the other with the secretary of the area educatiorl 

28 agency. 

29 Sec. 6. Section 299.4, Code 1989, lS ame~ded to ~ead as 

30 follows: 

31 299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE :NSTRCCT:ON. 

32 The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custod1an of a 

33 child who by September 15 is-ove~-sewe~ has ~eac~ed the acre of 

.J'<ff34 six and is under """teen elghteen years of age, ·.;~:o places the 

35 child under private instruction under section 299.2, 

-3-



S.F. H.F. 

l subsection 5, not in an accredited o~-epp~ov~d school, shall 

2 furnish a report in duplicate, to the district by the earliest 

3 starting date specified in section 279.10, subsection l. The 

4 secretary shall retain and file one copy and forward the othe~ 

5 copy to the district's area education agency. 

6 shall state the name and age of the child, the 

'1'he report 

period of time 

7 during which the child has been or will be under private 

8 instruction for the 3~hooi year, an outline of the course of 

9 study, texts used, and the r.ame and address of the i~~t~~~to~ 

10 teacher. The term "outline of course of study" shall include, 

ll but lS not limited to, subjects covered, weekly lesson plans, 

12 and time spent on the areas of study. 

13 Sec. 7 . Section 299.5, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

14 follo•,...s: 

15 299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR PHYS:CAL CONDITION. 

The parent, guardian, or custodian of a child who ~~-eve~ 

~even has reached the age of six and is under 3i"t~~n eighteen 

years of age by September 15, who is physically or mentally 

19 unable to attend school, sha~l furnish proofs by affidavit 

20 certificate under sections 281.6 and 281.7 as to the physical 

21 or mental condition of the child. 

22 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 299.5A MEDIATION. 

23 If a ch~ld is truant as defined in section 299.8, school 

24 officers shall attempt to find the cause for the child's 

25 absence and use every means available to the school to assure 

26 that the cnild does attend. If the parent, legal or actual 

27 guardian, or child re:uses to acce~t the school's attempt to 

28 assure the child's attendance or the school's attemot ~o 

29 assure the child's attendance is ctherwise unsuccessful, the 

30 truancy officer shall refer the matter to tr.e county attorney 

prosecution. 31 for mediation or 

32 IE the matter is referred fer med1ation, t~e county 

A 33 .;1tto::-:1ey shall cause a notice of the referral to be sent to 

\I.W 3~ t.!:!; parent or legal or actual guacdian and designate a person 

35 to serve as mediator in the matte~. If mediation services are 

-4-



S.F. H.F. 

l available in the community, those ser'lices may be used as the 

;6Jt2 designated mediation service. The mediator shall contact the 

3 school, the parent or legal or actual guardian, and any other 

4 person the mediator deems appropriate in the matter and 

5 arrange meeting dates and times for discussion of the child's 

6 nonattendance. The mediator shall attempt to ascertain :he 

7 cause of the child's nonattendance, attempt to cause tr.e 

8 parties to arrive at an agreement relacive to ~he child's 

9 attendance, and initiate referrals to ar.y agencies or 

lO counseling that the mediator believes to be appropriate under 

ll the circumstances. 

12 If the parties reach an agreement, the agreement shail be -13 reduced to writing and signed by a school off~cer, parent or 

l4 ~ega~ or actual guardian, and the child. ~he mediator, che 

~5 school, and the parent or legal or actual guardian shall each 

16 receive a copy of the agreement, which shacl set forth the 

17 settlement of the issues and future responsibilities of e<.ch 

18 party. 

19 The school district shall be respons~ble for monitoring any 

20 agreements arrived at through mediation. r: a parent or lecal 

21 or actual guard:an refuses to e,.::~e in :ned;ation or. violates 

/.2 a term of the agreement, the matter shall be rerefer~ed to the :,.,,.,_,,_. __ - .. ~. -~ --·-~--............... """" _________ _ 
2 3 county at tor ney;,}_S~ .. PE.S~~~c..U.~-~.?,-~.2_~_;,...;s.;e;.;c;;..';..c ;;..i.;;o.;.n;...;2;.;.9.;.9..;·.;6;..·;... 
24 Sec. 9. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 299.6 VIOLATlONS -- COM.."'UNITY SSRVICE fN-bfEH-6£' OR FINE 

Jf~~27 OR <MPRISONMENT. 

28 Any person wno 5~ei+-~~oiate violates a mediation agree~ent 

29 under section 299.5A or any of the ~rOVlsions of sections 

30 299.1 to through 299.5 or refuses to oartic1oa:e 1~ c.ed~at:.ion 

31 under section 299.5A, ±ne±tl~i~e,-~haiz-oe fer a first offense, 

32 is gutlty of a stmple misdemeanor a~o-the-eotlrt-~ha±± . 

.. N-#33 A first offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 

34 not exceeding ten days or a fine not exceeding one hundred 

35 dollars. The court may order the person to perform not more 



S.F. H.F. 

1 than forty houcs of unpald community service instead of any 

;ft•2 fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second or 

3 subsequent violation is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

Jqfi4 A second offense conviction is punishable by~rlsonment 

• 

5 not exceeding twenty days or a fine not exceeding five hundred 

6 dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The court may order 

7 the person to perform unpaid community service instead of any 

8 fine or imprisonment. 

A third or subsequent offense conviction is punishable by 

10 imprisonment not exceeding thirty days or a fine not exceeding 

ll one thousand dollars, or both a fine and imprisonme~t: __ ':he 

12 c~urt may order tr.e person to oerform unoaid communitv service 

13 instead of a~fine or imorisonment. 

1.4 If community service is imoosed as part of a sentenci.!!.9_ 

15 cr_der ._the court may require that part or all of the service 

t6 ~er formed for a public school _d1str ict or nonoub.l1c schoo.: 

17 if the court finds that service in the school is aporopriate 

~8 under the circumstances. 

19 rf a parent, g~ardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

20 child who is truant, has made an objective and reasonable good 

21 faith effort to comply with the provisions of sections 299.1 

22 through 299.5, the oarent, guardian, or custodian shall not be 

23 criminally liable for the child's nonattendance. 

24 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 299.6A INVESTIGATION OF TRUAN'!' 

25 CHILDREN. 

26 The truancy officer shall report a child who 1s truant 

27 under section 299.8, or who has accumulated fif~een unexcused 

28 absences as defined under ~he board of directors' or ocher 

29 governing body's attendance policy, during a three-year period 

30 to the county attorney. The county attorney shall investigate 

31 ~he report and may file a petition under section 232.87 for a 

32 judicial determination of whether the child is a child in need 

33 of assistance, as defined 1n section 232.2, subsection 6. 

34 Upon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent, 

35 guardian, or legal. or actual custodian for violations of 

-6-
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1 sections 299.1 through 299.5 relating to the same child, 

county attorney shall investigate whether the child is a 

the 

child 2 

3 in need of assistance and 

4 sufficient facts to bring 

5 the court. 

shall file a petition if there are 

the child within the jur1sdiction of 

6 Sec. 11. Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

7 follows: 

8 299.8 ''TRUANT" DEFINED. 

9 A~y "Truant" means a child ow~r-sewen who has reached the 

3f·tli'l0 age of six and is under s:i:xtee" eighteen years of age, who is 

11 in proper physi~al and mental condition to attend school, and 

12 who fails to attend school regularly as ~row:i:cied-in-t":i:~ 

13 ehe~ter 7 -w:i:tho~t-r~a~onab±e-exe~~~-~or-the-ab~enee 7 -~ha±±-b~ 

14 cieemed-to-b~-d-tr~ent required by the school board's or school 

15 governing body's attendance policy. 

16 Sec. l2. Section 299.10, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS-- APPO:NTMENT ---E6MPENSA~±9N. 

19 The board of each school district may,-a~d-:i:n-~ehooi 

20 distr:i:et~-havi"9-a-~o~~±at:i:on-of-tw~nty-thotleand shal:, 

21 appoint a truancy officer. 

22 :Fn-di:!'ltrtet~-hav:i:n9-th~t<e:i:n-a-eitj"7-the The board may 

23 appoint a member of the police forceL or marshalL aa-~tleh 

24 off:i:eer,-end-other-di~tr:i:eta-mav-aoootnt-a-eon~tab±e a 
~ ~ . -

25 teacher, school official, or other suitable person to serve as 

3{4~26 the district truancy officer. 

27 Stleh-o~~:i:eer~-~haf±-be-~a:i:~-e-ree~o~abre-ee~~e~~atien-by 

28 ~he-bo.ar~., 

29 Sec. 13. Section 299.11, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 299.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICER. 

32 The truancy officer ~he±± may :ake into custody without 

33 warrant any apparently truant child and place the child :n the 

34 charge of the t~aehe~-±n-e~a~9e-o~-the-~tlb±~e school 

35 princioal, or the principal's designee, designated by the 

-;-
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1 board of directors of the school district in which ~aid the 

2 child resides, or of any ~~±~ate nonpublic school designated 

3 by the ~eraon-ha~~n~-leqa!-eontrol-o~-t~e-ehild parent, 

4 guardian, or legal or actual custodian; but if it is other 

5 than a public school, the instruction and maintenance of the 

6 child therein shall be without expense to the school district. 

7 The truancy officer shall promptly institute erim±na± 

8 proceedings against any person violating any of the provisions 

9 of sections 299.1 to through 299.5. 

10 Sec. 14. Section 299.16, Code 1989, lS amended to read as 

11 follows; 

12 299.16 FAILURE TO ATTEND. 

School officers shall ascertain the number of children ~ver 

14 se~en who have reached the age of six and ~ under sixteen 

15 eighteen years of age, in their respective districts, the 

16 number of such children who do-not-attend-sehoo~ a~e t~uant 

17 under section 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcused 

18 absences during a three-year period, and so far as possible 

19 the cause of the failure to attend. School officers shall, 

20 until July ~. 1999, biennially Eeport this information to the 

21 ~~artment of education on forms provided bv the department. 

22 The department shall attach a summary of the reports, an 

23 analvsis of the data, and oolicy recommendations based on the 

24 data analysis with the department's report under sectio~ 

25 256.9, subsection 28. 

26 Sec. 15. Section 299.18, Code l989, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 299.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL. 

29 Children e~er-~eveM who have reached the age of six and are 

30 ~nder n±Meteen eighteen years of age and who are so deaf or 

31 blind or severely handicapped as to be unable to obtain an 

32 education in the eo~~en schools shall be sent :o the prope~ 

33 appropriate state ~ehoo+-~~e~e~or institution, or shall 

34 rece:ve aPpropriate soecial education under chanter 281, 

35 unless exempted, and any person having such a cnild under the 

-s-



S.F. H.F. 

1 person's control or custody shall see that ~~eh ~child 

2 attends ~~eh the ~ehoe~ institution or special education 

3 E_r_ogram 

4 Sec. 

5 follows: 

during the scholastic year. 

16. Section 299.20, Code 1989, 

6 299.20 ORDER. 

1s amended to read as 

7 Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section 

8 299.19, the time of hearing shall be determined by the 

9 juvenile court or the district court. If, upon hea~ing, the 

10 court determines that the person required to appear has the 

11 custody and control of a child who should be required to 

12 attend a state ~ehoe% institution under section 299.18, the 

13 court shall make an order requiring ~~eh the person to keep 

yg4~14 such child in attendance at ~~eh ~ ~ehee± institution. 

15 Sec. 17. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

17 299.22 WHEN 9EAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 

18 Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the 

19 superintendent th~~eof of the institution ~~-~at±~f±ed 

20 determines~ that 

21 i.--~hat-the-eh±id-±~-±~-s~eh-bodiiy-er-mentai-eond±~~o~-a~ 

22 te-~~e~~nt-e~-~ende~-f~t±ie-attendanee-at-t~~-sehoei7 

23 r7--~hat-the-eh±±d-±~-se-di~ea~ed-e~-~o~~e~ses-s~eh-heb~ts 

24 as-to-~ende~-the-eh±±dLe-~~e~enee-a-m~naee-te-the-heeith-or 

25 mo~aie-of-other-~~~i±s7 

26 37--~hat the child is efficiently taught for the scholastic 

27 year in a ~~~vate nonpublic or othec school devoted to s~en 

28 the instructionL or by a private tJcor, in :he ~~anen~s-~a~gnt -29 in public schools, or is shown to be physica:ly or mentally 

30 unable to attend school under sectlon 299.5. 

31 Sec. 18. DEPARTMENTAL STU9Y. ~he depar~ment of education 

32 shall assist local school districts in decermining :~e 

?54f33 expected impact of the provisions of tr.is Act .2,!1_ i~,creased 

34 enrollment of sixteen and seventee~ year-olds, and :he 

35 cbaracterj.stics of this pop1~.l..at.~on ·.,.;itr. resoer.~ to ~Cuca~.tor:;.!.l --- .:::~-....... ~ 

.. -'J --



S.F. 14q H.F. 

l and basic skill level, family support structure, orientation 

2 to the traditional school curricula, and orientation to 

3 alternative curricula. 

4 The department of education, in coordination with the 

5 department of human services, the supreme court, the 

6 department of public health, and the department of employment 

sz~n services, shall do the following: 

8 1. Identify experiences other states have had, and 

9 educational and social support responses they have made, as a 

10 result of increasing the compulsory education age from sixteen 

ll to eighteen years of age. 

12 2. Seek to develop p!ogram materials that consider heal~h. 

13 employment and training, and huma~ service needs in addition 

14 to education needs to assist local districts in serving 

15 students affected by this Act. 

16 3. Develop definitions of the terms "at-r:sk student'' and 

17 ''dropout" which are appropriate for students in middle and 

l8 high schools and which will assist districts in identify:ng 

19 stude'lts in need of alternative academic programming. 

20 4. Identify ''at-risk" m1ddle schools and h1gh schools 

21 within the state. For purposes of this sect1on, ''at-risk'' 

22 means schools that are categorized by high levels of one or 

23 more of the following: below grade performing students, grade 

24 retention, school dropoucs, school expulsions, teen pregnancy, 

25 poverty, single parent families, substance abuse, teenage 

26 suicides, youth unemp~oyment, juvenlle delinquency, and child 

27 abuse. 

28 5. Provided that no other resources are made available for 

39~~29 thls purpose, develop a strategy for ''at-risk'' schools to wor~ 

30 in coordination with other service providers, private 

31 employers, and parents and students to address student needs 

.32 and improve student achievement. 
%'/If? 

33 Sec. 19. ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS. Schools which provide 

34 alternative educational programs, for middle school and high 

35 school students, designed to provide incentives for the 

-co-



S.F. f4t1 H.F. 

1 students to remain in school, shall not be subject to the 

2 minimum hours of instruction requirement adopted by the state 

3 board of education. 

Sec. 20. This Act does not apply to students who have 

5 dropped out of school before the effective date of this Act. 

6 Sec. 21. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299.15, Code 

7 1989, are repealed. 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

J2 

33 

JS 



1\i'RIL 6, 1989 

' .. ;~ :·.: ; :. ' i •ts\:ruction. 
'\ .1 i:: ;:~rna L · vc' teac'·~.; , i•:- ::~<.-~; 

vi.<::_.a L J.:.ec:' prO\;!(dtnml ng. 
.• . i\ l : ::~ ·~ n a L i v f.· ·~! r a .J t; ;::; '~ ;_ n '1 ,: - ·. 

i.) ._.:. ·j e ~- () : - ; i. --~ s 3 2 c1 .- r_· '~l t. 

. ·:~ I1 I . ] ,, 

.. - '·~; :e: --_>e 
"Sch··;·~ls ,_,.~~l_:_(_-~·h )tCJVic~r? 2 .. ~.L-- n . ;~ .:. -~r" (:'! e1 :1 d 

i-L~_. .. ::: L :-_ ing ~~~1e fc) l J ~:_·jv;_-;_ n.c~: li Al 1-_t-; r ~ .-~ i_~ ~ 

s 7 ~~ P <-1 •j e lJ. , by s t;: i k l n g i. in e :~; . -.n.: 

31:.o::-~ :.nsert::·c] ':he f)llowing; 
~u ··~;:?C dA"K. Or' PROSEI'UTlON. NU:·~;. :hstdridi.ng 
,~ :~~··!;·:;~~~))~ :iG2.4! .~ IJdrenL;· JU~:.!.rdiari .. :')C e._·_:l .. _:;tod.ian r.~-lh() 
'-"' .-,-,?;· .• -,e cr.Lteri.a :·.~;c defr:·rral u:E pro:.'>~"CL!C.iC'i\S of 
-'-3 chap·.yr 299, 1;nder the 1988 Iowa Ac;:.s, c:,apl~c:_ l:ZSJ. 
L4 section 7, shall not be prosecuted for v1ol~Lions of 
.iS ch;:•)t.<::>r 2r)9 ·,;hich occurred betv1een ~/lay 16, 1988, and 
~G July l, l939." 
17 30. By renumbe;ing as necessary. 

By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
OLLIE of Clinton, Chairperso~ 

SENATE FILE 149 
H-3323 

1 
2 

Amend Senate File 149, as amended, passed, and re­
printed by the Senate, as follows: 

1. Page 3, by striking line 6 and inserting the 3 
4 following: 
5 "7. Who is exempted under section". 

By SPEAR of Lee 
H-3323 FILED MARCH 9, 1989 . 

~dq;tcu_ 4~ rH1( (p J lo'-Po--) 



SENATE FILE 149 
H-3848 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

""" '-' 9 _,' ~ 1 ,--
~--~·.....; -..~.. 0 :. ' : 

ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

( 15.: '.)-f.·t .t l 
- ' 22 

23 
24 
25 

e 26 
27 
28 
::>9 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
.15 
36 
37 
38 
39 
',, ., u 

-'il 
'~ ., L 

.:,lj 

' ' .. ~ 
45 
-~ 6 
'~ , I 

<:3 
49 
50 

e 

Amend Senate File 149 as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

l. Page l, by inserting before line l, the 
following: 

''Sec. . Section 256.9, Code 1989, is amended Dy 
adding the-following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 35. Develop model guidelines for 
district in-service training programs ~or truancy 
officers." 

2. Page l, by striking lines 18 and 19, and 
inserting the following: "oolicy which shall reauire 
each child to attend school for at least one hundred 
forty-eight days, to be met by attendance for at 
least~~. 

3. Page l, line 32, by striking the words 
'':!~:<teen eighteen'' and inserting the followii:g: 
.. sixteen 11

• 

4. Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 25, and 
inserting the following: 

"~~--W~O:!e-edtteationai-qaaiifieation~-aie-eqttai-to 
tMe:!e-of-papii:~-wMo-~ave-eo~pieted-tMe-eighth-grade~" 

5. ?age 3, line 22, by striking the words 
''~ixtee~ eighteen'' and inserting the fallowing: 
"sixteen". 

6. Page 3, :ir:e 34, by striking the words 
''~±xteen eiahteen'' and inserting the ~o!lowir.g: 
'' s ixtee~ ''. 

7. Page 4, line 17, by stri~ing the words 
·~ ...... y .. e"" e'q"'tee"" and 'nse ..... ;ng •"e •~1~.--··ir.~· .J~·""'- '- .. ..-,l, J. ... 1.. ....... <...JJ ~.v .._'-'w~ '':!. 
11 Sixteen". 

B. Page 5, line 2, by inserting afte~ the wo~d 
·~service." the foilowing: ''If mediati~n servi.ces are 
not available i.:1 the co;nmu~ity, mediation sf:al.~ bE 
provided by the cou~ty attorney or the county 
attorney'~ designee." 

9. Page 5, line 23, by insert~~g a~ter ::he ~1c~:e 
"299.6." the foclowir.g: "The c8u:-tty attor,-,0y's 'J~~:ce 
or ~he ::-~ediation se::-vice shall req~i re t:--:e pa:::-en·...: ~:--.d 

the sc~ool to pay a fee to ~elp defray ~~e 
adm1nis:rative cost of ~ediation serv~ces. The co~:1~y 
at~orney's office or the mediation ze~vice sha:: 
establish a sliding scale of fees to ~e cha~ged 
pare~~s, based ~pen ability :o pay. A pa~ent sha:: 
~at be denied the services o~ a media~or solely 
beCc.t 1JSe of inability to pay the fee." 

10. ?age 5, by striking line 27 a~d inserci7:q :he 
follow1ng: "8R-~MPFHS8NMEN'?." 

ll. Page 5, lines 33 and 34, by str:k1ng :he 
words "i:np:isonmen~ not eY.ceedi:-tg ten davs or". 

12. Page 6, line 2, by s~ri.~ing the words ";;, 
-l-



.· r-~~.··.· ~· .• v~ .... -.. ..._ 
c . -:-:.~.--_ 

:::~:se :z 
. -: ·- :.:;Q;";.···;c- . - ··-· -. - - . ..·~·· 

', 
..:..~. ·~J.~:-=- ;-.. :....i..J!: c.;:;:.i .._!·; !:-:.:~:.~:<.i':'r; 

·:, .. <"""'...,,.,,r.· - ... ,. :=-:.(("'"'"'f~·.,,.. ·.'<.''?;~:-.--/ :-..~?.·Js c.:n. -_·.: <· ;~ ~- ;:'.'--~~~-~:~ 
1 

~ '· :,_) ';'~--~ • ~-:_-~.:: ~ ·-: ~ ;~> S L: ~ ~ c·~~-0 ·,:·~-. -:: '-,.:.,_;· :· · · 

'.' ·""" .· :. 

:. 5 . .,_ . -;-._--:_:-_, ~-,, -_-. ; .. 

;_6_ .._Ja!;-:= n .. ~.ine :uf oy striK:.~.;:: c.~~-e ,,,c;:::Cis 
'!L:.•_::-~is;__~~:-~:r:_--__ ~o~. ~xc_~-~~~tr~q c.~:~r::-·,,. c~2:,l·:. c:):_j, 

'-
1
- ·J-,.-.,r. ,· , : P'..., ·· • ~v '<c· ... ~:.;_, __ ,.,,_·_.---~· .. ~.-? •-•c.·ds .o. • ;_ d ":) ~ ,_; I I, .1. • 1 c ..!.. _ f ;.) -'- _ _ '- - _ v-1 

C . 

=~cot~ a iiil2 and imorisonrnenc•·. 
13 --]..a.--ja-;2. ·1; 

i:'l!Pt~ ~or._;:·ie~ ::_ l•. :!.4 
11:~e l0, uy str~king 

~5 ~--=~x~~~n eightee~'' e~d inserting ~he 
'1sixt;,:er.-l. 

:-he ~,..·crds l'or 

t:!:e v:o::ds 
follow.:.t1j! 

lS 

:7 

::J 
2\.l 

:0 ~ :-?ase 7,. 

20. ?~g~ 7, li~e 26,. by ins2rti.~g after the wc,!c 
''~)~ __ fi:..:2_~~-~~ :·t1e fol~owing: ''~ac~1 sch~oJ. dic.trj_ct --~~!:1;.1 
r,,...,vic:p ::">r' ;n-<":!•:.--··; ... e i-T"!:>·._ ... ; .... c ry-··,q,...-m r-o~· i...,e ·Je~c.on ...::::..~ ......... __ .=.._' --: . .:-::.'·v . ._. '--_<;-.l-l.,..•·; .. -::''·a.• ... _.-=. __ ._•_· __ ~--~: 

L; a~~oi!:ted to serve zs the distric~ truancy officer. 

23 
24 
2S 
26 
n 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

SCf3i-37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

~c)?.l-43 . ) :1 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

The :.:!:'2i;;i~c ··orOcram sh-all reflect, but is :1ot limi::ed -.. ·-------··---"""-.......______ ... _. -- --------
to, information ~bout school and local lecal 
?-I-~?~-~~1-~'i-es relatiri<i_ .. to the ll},? .. thods ot_ handffnc truant 
children and the children's fa:r:ilies." 
·---·· 21. Pa~~! Br llnes 14 a:1d 15, by striking the 
words ''~±x~ee~ eigi1teen'1 and inserting the following: 
11 Sixteer; 11

• 

22. Page 8, line ~6. by striking the word ''such'' 
and inserti"g the following: "~t::el'! those". 

23. :?age 9, line 14, by striking-thewotds "suer. 
child'' and inserting the following: ··~~el'! :he chi:ct··. 

24. Page 9, line 33, by striking the words ''the 
provisions of this Act'' and inserting the following: 
''an increase in the maximum mandatory attendance age 
from sixteen to up to eighteen''. 

25. Page 10, line 7, by inser~ing after the Nord 
"shall" the following: ''by January 1990,". 

26. Page 10, l1ne 29, by inserting after the word 
"develop" the follow:ng: "recommendations for". 

27. Page 10, by inserting after line 32 the 
following: 

''6. Develop recommendations regarding alternative 
programming for students who are at risk of dropping 
out of the regular schools and programs. The 
recommendations shall include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

a. Modification of the minimum educational 
standards contained in section 256.11. 

b. Alternative curricula, including competency­
-2-

• 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 7, 1989 

SENATE FILE 149 

•

-3884 
.: l Amend the amendment, H-3848, to Senate File 149 

2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 follows: 
4 l. Page 1, by inserting after line 9, the 
5 following: 

as 

6 " Page 1, line 8, by striking the words "one 
7 hundred eighty" and inserting the following: "one 
8 htlndred-ei~h~y two hundred"." 
9 2. Page 1, line 10, by striking the words "and 

10 19" and inserting the following: ''through 20". 

Page 7 

ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

3. Page l, by striking lines 12 through 14 and 
inserting the following: ''each child to attend school 
for at least one hundred sixty-eight days, to be met 
by attendance for at least forty-two days each school 
quarter, for the schools under''.'' 

• 

4. Page l, by inserting after line 21, the 
following: 

• Page 2, line 34, by striking the words "one 
hundred eighty" and inserting the following: "two 
hundred". 

Page 3, line 1, by striking the words ''one 
hundr'ed forty-eight" and inserting the following_:_ 
"one hundred sixty-eight''. 

Page 3, lines 2 and 3, by striking the word 
"thlrty-seven" and inserting the following: "forty­
two"." 

5. By renumbering as necessary. 
By CORBE'.:·T of Linn 

H-3884 FILED APRIL 6, 1989 . . . 
· r tl f · ' 'l ~ ->·t -·\! .~· ~·J \: ~--'\ t ,_.:, __ ; ·'] ,_.."~ '. ! D: \.c"-H./ J 

'\. '- • , ·,.~/'-, ! ._-~,./ '-·'-- l , . -~.~ . '~ r 



SENATE FIL.F. 149 
11-3860 

l Amend the amendment, H-3848, to Senate File 149, as 
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 follows: 

l. PagP. 3, by inserting after line 9 t~e 
5 following: 
6 ''Sec. 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1259, sections 

4 

7 7. 8, and9. are amended to read as follows: 
S SEC. 7. !'otwithstanding section 802.<1, 
9 prosecutions for violat~ons of chapter 299, which 

10 occur between the ~~fective date of this Act and July 
ll l. ±969 1990, shaH be deferred until after July 1, 
12 :l:969 1990 unless the parent, guardian, or custodia" 
13 fatls to meet the requirements of sectior1 299.4. 

Th,s section does not apply to any parent, 
:s guarc1an, or custodian who has enrolled a child in an 
16 equivalent instruction program which meets the 
17 requ~rements of sec:ion 299.1 on or prior to th~ 

' . . " 

i8 effective date of this Act. 
l9 
20 
n 
22 
7.3 
24 
25 
26 
7.7 
28 

SEC. 8. Until Julv :., ±989 1990, any oe:·son 
p:·ovtding equivaler:~ ·u~struction::i"i1der se~tior. 299.1 
shall provide evid~I~Ce, as part of the ~eport 
submi~ted under sectio~ 299.4, that afiy child 
.~.nst!:ucted has complied with ~he immunization 
~equi~ements oE secl~O~ 139.9. 

SEC. 9. Until July l, i969 :990, a person who :s 
not a cer~ified inst:-uctor. but-who is orovid.~~c 
eql;ivalent ~nstruction und~r sectio~ 29~.1, is~ 
~a~datory ~eporter of child abuse u~der section 

29 2.12.69 ... 
By DAGGET~ of Adams 

R-3860 riLED A?R~L '), 1989 

r 
. . ~ \ 
f) I ~ ;_ ' i ! \ 
' \..: . . 'u· ! 

'. '· 



HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 11, 1989 Page 9 

SENATE FILE 149 
H-3952 

e~ 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

Amend the amendment, H-3848, to Senate File 149, as 
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 21 the 
following: 

" Page 3, by inserting after line 7 the fol-
lowing: 

"8. Who is attending a noncertified home education 
or noncertified school program provided for at least 
one hundred eighty days per calendar year. Attendance 
in a noncertified home education or noncertified 
private school program shall be for at least one 

13 hundred forty eight days each year, and shall be met 
14 by attendance for at least thirty seven days each 
15 school quarter, or a similar distribution of 
16 attendance throughout the calendar year. 
17 For purposes of this subsection, "noncertified home 
18 education program" means an educational program 
19 provided in a home by a noncertificated teacher, who 
20 holds a minimum of a high school diploma or its 
21 equivalent under chapter 259A, who is a parent or 

guardian to one or more students, who have reached the 
aqe of six and are under sixteen years of age by 
September 15, and who are siblings. 

22 
23 
24 
25 

.! 
29 
30 
31 
32 

For purposes of this subsection, "noncertified 
private school program" means an educational program 
provided in a nonpublic school, which is not 
accredited by the state board of education under 
section 256.11 and which employs persons to provide 
instruction who do not possess a teacher's certificate 
issued under chapter 260, but who hold a minimum of a 
bachelor's degree."" 

H-3952 



SENATE FILE 149 
H-3931 

l Amend the amendmen:, H-3848, to Senate File 149, as 
= amended, passed, ar1d ~ep~i:1te~ by t~e Senate, as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 2, by striking lines 37 through 40, and 
5 inserting the following: 
6 " Page 10, by striking lines 4 through 7, and 
7 inserting the following: 
8 "The department of education shall, by January 
9 1990, do the following:''. 

10 Page 10, line 15, by striking the words 
11 "affected by this Act" and inserting the following: 
12 "who are at risk of dropping out of the regular 
13 schools and programs''. 
14 Page 10, by striking lines 20 through 32.'' 
15 2. Page 2, line 43, by striking the figure "6." 
16 and inserting the following: "4." 
17 3. Page 3, line 4, by striking the words 
18 ''graduation requirements'' and inserting the following: 
19 "options for graduation''. 
20 4. Page 3, by inserting after line 4, the 
21 following: 
22 " Page 10, by inserting before line 33, the 
23 following: 
24 "The department of education, in coordination with 
25 the department of human serv:ces, the supreme court, 
<6 the department of public health, and the department of 

7 employment services, by July 1991, shall build a data 
J.8 base which will assist in the identification of at-
29 risk students and middle and high schools within the 
30 state having a significant population of at-risk 
31 students. At-risk cha~acteristics to be considered 
32 may include, but are ~ot limited to, high levels of 
33 one or more of the following: below grade level 
34 performing students, g'ade retention, school dropouts, 
JS school expulsions, teen pregnancy, poverty, single 
36 parent families, substance abuse, teenage suicides, 
37 youth underemployment, juvenile delinquency, and child 
38 abuse. In building this data base, consideration 
39 shall be given to protecting the privacy of the 
40 individual student and limiting the data burden on 
41 school districts." 
42 5. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-3931 
' \ 

l \ 
' ' 

FILED APRIL 7, 1989 
/.~ 
: - / 
; "!~ 

By NEUHAUSER of Johnson 
CORBETT of Linn 

- .... 

I 



SENATE FILE 149 
H-4068 

1 Amend amendment H-4057, to Senate File 149, as 
2 amended, passed and reprinted by the Senate as 

3 follows: d " h 
4 1. Page 1, line 6, by striking the wor .. s ~ 
s semester" and inserting the word "annually · 

By SWARTZ of Marshall 
H-4068 FILED APRIL 17, 1989 . . 1 

, 1 1 1 .·r : : .- ·' . , J· ., ) 
~\'::. ':}' .. ( ,-: /• .';-''' (_ -~ / 

SENATE FILE 149 
H-4057 

l Amend Senate Flle 149, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 l. Page 8, line 16, by inserting after the word 
4 "number" the follow1ng: "and names". 
5 2. Page 8, by striking line 20, and inserting the 

"~.J.r'? -6 following: "each semester, reoort this information, 
7 along with the number and names_of children who in the 
8 JUdgment of the dist,ict have an attendance problem, 
9 to the 11

• 

10 3. Page 8, line 2!, by inserting after the words 
ll "the department." the following: "The deoartment 
12 shall ana"yze the information and annuallv advise ~he 
13 districts on oossible solutions to local attendance 
14 E_££blems. 11 

By SWARTZ of Marshall 
H-4057 FILE0 APRIL 
ADOPTED -; 1 J • :;': 
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S-3750 
Fdge 3 

l from six:een to up to eighteen''. 
2 29. Page 10, by str:~ing l1nes 4 through 7, and 
3 inserting the following: 
~ ''The department of education ahall, by January 
5 1990, do the following:''. 
G .30. Page 10, line l'i, by s"rtktng ~he words 
7 ··~ffected by this Ac':'' dnd 1nser~ing the follow:ng: 
8 ''who are at risk of dropping out of the regular 
9 schools and programs''. 

10 31. Page 10, by striking lines 20 through 32. 
ll 32. Page 10, by 1nser:ing after line 32 the 
l2 following: 
c3 "4. Develop reconL"Tlendations regarding alternative 
14 programming for students ·.rho are at risk of dropping 
15 out of the regular schools and programs. The 
16 reco~mendations shall include, but are not limiced to, 
17 the following: 
18 a. Modification of the minimum educational 
19 standards contained in section 256.11. 
20 b. Alternative cur!icula, including competency-
21 based instruction. 
22 c. Alternat~ve ceaching methods, including indi-
23 vidualized programming. 
24 d. Alternative options fer graduation.'' 
25 33. Page 10, by "nserting before line 33, the 
26 following: 
27 "The department of education, in coordination with 
28 the department of human se:vLces, the supreme court, 
29 the department of public health, and the depart~ent of 
30 emplcyment services, by July l99l, shal: b~ild a data 
31 base which will assist in the identification of ac-
32 risk students and middle and high schools within the 
33 state having a significant population of at-risK 
34 stude~ts. At-risk characteris~~cs to be cons1dered 
35 may 1nclude, but are not limited to, high levels of 
36 one or more of the ~allowing: below grade level 
37 performing students, grade retention, school dropouts, 
38 school expulsions, teen pregnancy, poverty, single 
39 parent families, substance abuse, teenage su1cides, 
40 youth underemployment, juvenile delinquency, and child 
41 abuse. In building this data base, consideration 
42 shall be given to protecting the privacy of the 
43 individual student and limiting the data burden on 
44 school districts. 
~5 34. Page 10, lines 33 and 34, by striKing the 
46 words ''Schools which provide alternative'' and 
47 

3~['{-48 
49 
50 

inserting the ~allowing: ''Alternative'~. 

35. Page 11, by strlking lines 4 and 5 and 
inserting the fcllowi~q: 

''Sec. BAR OF PROSECUTION. Notwithstanding 
-3-
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1 sect1on 802.4, a parent, guara1an, or custodian who 
2 met the criteria for deferral of prosecutions of 
3 chapter 299, under the 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1259, 
~ section 7, shall not be prosecuted for violations of 
5 chapter 299 which occurred between May 16, 1988, and 
6 July 1, 1989." 
7 36. By renumbering, relettering, or redesignating 
8 and correct1ng internal references as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3750 FILED APRIL 18, 1989 

u~naJc Cv"YLwmti. Y-6- ~ (p-1lOrJD) 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 149 

$-3-,~0 

l ~~end Senate File 149 as 
2 repr1nted by the Senate, as 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting 
4 following: 

amended, passed, and 
follows: 
before line l, the 

S "Sec. . Section 256.9, Code 1989, is amended by 
6 adding the-following new subsection: 
7 NEW SUBSECTION. 35. Develop model guidelines for 
8 district in-service training programs for truancy 
9 officers." 

lO 2. Page 1, by striking lines 18 and 19, and 
•• inserting the following: ''policy which shall require 
12 each child to attend school for at least one hundred 
13 forty-eight days, to be met bv attendance for at 
14 least". 

3?94-lS 3. Page l, line 32, by sUiking the '"'ords 
16 ··~~x~~~n eighteen'' and inserting the following: 
17 usixteen". 
18 4. Page 2, by scriKing l1nes 21 through 25, and 
19 inserting the following: 
20 ··~~--Whese-edaeetion~!-q~alifieet~o~s-e~e-eqtlal-~e 
21 ~he~e-of-ptlpii~-who-h6ve-cempie~ed-~~e-e±qh~h-qrade~·· 
22 5. Page 3, by stri~ing line 6 and 1nsert1ng the 
23 following: 

1 ,24 ''7. Who 1s exemoted under sec:ion''. 

-

3314-25 6. Page 3, line 22, by scri:<.ing the words 
26 ··~~xteen eighteen'' and inserting ~he following: 
27 "sixteen". 
28 7. Page 3, line 34, by striking the words 
29 ·~rxteen eighteen'' and inserting the following: 
30 "si:c:een". 
31 8. Page 4, line 17, by striking the words 
32 ''~ixteen eiahteen'' and inserting the following: 
33 "sixteen". 
34 ~. ?age 5, :ine 2, by inserting after the word 
35 ''serv~ce." the following: ''IE mediation services are 
36 not available in the community, mediation sha.:l be 

provided by the county attorney or tr.e county 
attorney's designee.'• 

37 
38 
39 :o. Page 5, line 23, by inserting after t!"le 
40 figure ''299.6.'' the following: ''The coun:y a:torney's 
41 office or the mediation service shall req~ire the 
42 parent and the school to ?ay a fee to jelp defray the 
43 administrative cost of mediation services. ~he county 
~4 a~torney's office or the mediation service s~all 
~5 establish a sliCing sca~e o: fees to be charged 
~6 parents, based upon ability to pay. A parent shal~ 

not be denied :he services oE a mediator solely 
because of inability to pay the fee." 

47 
~8 

3<-C)'j ~ 9 
50 

:1. ?age 5, by striking line 27 and inserting t!"!e 
~ol~owing: ''BA-fMPAfSBNMENP.'' 

-1-
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S-3750 
Page 7. 

12. Pac;e 5, :;~es 33 a:1d 34, oy stri.king the 
2 words ''impr1sonment not exceedina ten davs or''. 
3 13. Page 6, lir:e 2, by s:riking the words ''or 
4 imprisonment'' and inserting ~he following: ''o~ 
5 i!f!p:-±:~en!l'tene". 
6 14. ?age 6, lines 4 and 5, by striking the words 
7 ''imo~isonment ~ot exceeding t~enty days or''. 
8 :5. Page 6, line 6, by stri~ing the words '', or 
9 both a fine and imprisonment''. 

10 .o. ?ac;e 6, line 8, by stri~ing the words ''or 
ll imoriscn~ent''. 

12 17. Pac;e 6, li:1e lO, by stri~ing the words 
~3 ··~mprisonment not exceeding thirty days or''. 

18. ?age 6, linP ll. by stri~ing the words "_,___QI 
15 both a Lr.e and imorisonment". 
16 :9. ?age 6, iine 13, by stri~inc; the words ''or 

'ft>...:.s·} 7 i:npr isonmen~". 
18 20. Page 7, line 10, by striking the words 
19 ''~±xteen e~qhteen'' and inserting the followinq: 
20 11 Si.x.teen". 
2: 21. ?age 7, li:1e 26, by insert1ng after the word 
22 ''officer." the following: ''Each school district shall 
23 .2.E..£Yide an .!.:1-:;ervice t!:"ain.:nq orocram for the oe::-s8n 
24 aooo~nted to serve as the dis"rict truancy off~cer. 

~he t~aining program shall reflect, but is ~ot limited 
to, Information about school and :ocal legal 
orocedures relating to the methods of handling truant 
chi:dren and the children's families.'' 

25 
26 
27 
28 

3~4-?9 
30 
3:. 
32 
33 
34 
35 

31$CJtt- 3 6 
37 
38 
39 
40 

22. Page 8, li~es ~4 and :s, by striking the 
words ''~ixtee" eichtee:1'' and i~serting the Eol:owing: 
.,sixteen''. 

23. ?age 8, :ine 16, by inser!:ing after the word 
''number'' the following: ''and ~ames''. 

24. ?age 8, :ine 16, by strik~ng the word ''such'' 
and inse:ting the following: ··~~eh those''. 

25. Pase 8, by stri~ing line 20, and inserting 
the follow1ng: "a:-.nually, report this informatic;n, 
alone with the ~u~ber a~d names of child~en who ~n the 
iu~gment of the district have an atte~dar.ce oroblem, 
to !:he". 

41 26. Page 8, line 21, by inserting after the words 
42 ''the depart~en~.·· the fo~lowing: ''The deoartment 
43 shall analyze the information and annuallv advise the 
44 districts on ooss1ble solutions to local atter.da~ce 
.:; 5 problems." 
46 27. Page 9, line :4, by striking the words ''s~ch 
47 child'' and inserti~g the following: ''~tleh the child''. 
48 28. Page 9, lir:e 33, by strii<ing the words ''the 
49 provisions of this Act'' and insert1ng the ~ollowi~g: 
50 ''an increase in the maximum mandatory atte~dance age 

-2-
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SENATE FILE 149 
S-3894 

''-''''.. 

1

3 

Amend House amendment, S-3750, to Senate File 149, 
as amended, ~assed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
follows: 

~~a~~ l. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through 17, and 
5 inserting the following: 
6 " Page 1, by striking lines 32 and 33, and 
7 inserting the following: "seven-end-llndet"-s!o:~et:ee!'l 
8 yeef's-~f-ege-by-Septembet"-t5 is of compulsory 
9 attendance age, in proper physical and mental''. 

10 ___ Page 2, by inserting after line 14, the 
11 following: 
12 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 299.1A COMPULSORY 
13 ATTENDANCE AGE. 

A
~ 14 A child who has reached the age of six and is under 

15 sixteen years of age by September 15 is of compulsory 
16 attendance age. 
17 Sec. NEW SECTION. 299.18 COMPULSORY 
18 ATTENDANCE AGE. 
19 A child who has reached the age of six and is under 
20 eighteen years of age by September lS is of compulsory 
21 attendance age.'''' 
22 2. Page 1, by striking lines 25 through 33, and 
23 inserting the following: 
24 " Page 3, by striking lines 21 and 22, and 
25 inserting the following: "school o"'ef'-se,.en-and-llnder 

• 

s!o:~eteen-yeat"s-of-ege who is of compulsory attendance 
, . age, the course of study pursued by". 

· z8 Page 3, by striking lines 33 and 34, and 
29 inserting the following: "child who by-September-±5 
30 ts-ove~-seven-end-tlndef'-s!oxteen-years-of-ege is cf 
31 compulsory attendance age, who places the''. 
32 Page 4, by striking lines 17 and 18 and 
33 inserting the !:ollowing: "seve!'l-an<'l-ll!'U~ef'-St"t:ee!'l 
34 yeaf's-~f-age-by-September-±5 is of compulsory 
35 attendance age, who is physically or mentally". 
36 Page 4, line i9, by insertcng after the word 
37 oo -h • 11 loo' F 1, . II ' • ' 1 sc,ooL, ~ne ~o~~ow1ng: or wnose nrese~ce 1n scnoo 
38 would be injurious to the health ot other pupils, 1

'.'' 

---=~3~©1~ 3. ay str1king page 1, line 49, through page 2, 
40 line 20, a~d inserting the following: 

~ 41 " Page 7, line 9, by striking the words ''has 
Y 42 reacFied the". --

43 Page 7, by striking line 10, and inserting 
44 the following: "ena-llnaet"-s1:~teen-yea~s-~f-age ls of 
45 compulsory attendance age, who is''.'' 
46 4. Page 2, by striKlng li~es 29 through 33, and 
47 inserting the following: 
48 ·• . Page 8, by strcKi~g li~es 14 and 15, and 
<:9 ir:serting the following: "~even-~na-tt!'laet"-s!o,.tee!'t 

~~-~5~0~yeaf's-e~-a~e who are of comoulsory attendance age, in 

-
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S-3894 
~ 2 

l their respective districts, the"." 
2 5. Page 2, by striking lines 36 through 45. 
3 6. By striking page 3, line 48, through page 4, 
4 line 6, and inserting the following: 
5 • Page 11, by inserting after line 5, the 
6 following: 
7 "Sec. Section 299.1A is repealed effective 

-tt3'i: 8 June 30, 1994. 
9 Sec. Section 299.1B takes effect July 1, 

"!JtlO 1994. "" 

S-3894 FILED APRIL 25, 1989 

By PAT OELUHERY 
LARRY MURPHY 

,J'fi-1 4 -()Jivpf!cf 5 _;]-~ (f- ;qqr;) 
:srgqL{ 6-0doph:c( 5-5-~ (fiF1) 



SENATE FILE 149 S-40~5 

1 
Amend the House amendment, S-3750, to Senate File 

149, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the senate, as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

. ~· Page 2, by inserting after line 17 the fo1-1ow~ng: 

·~· By striking page 6, line 24, through page 7, l~ne 5." 

BY WILLIAM DIELEMAN 
.s-~~25 FILED MAY 1, 1989 

Li)+ 6-"J"~ ( p !Cfff) 
S-4138 

SENATE FILE 149 

l Amend the amendment, S-3894, to the House 
2 amendment, S-3750, to Senate Flle :49, as amended, 
3 passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
4 1. Page 2, line 8, by striking the figure "1994'' 
5 and inserting the following: ''1999''. 
6 2. Page 2, line 10, by striking the figure "1994" 
7 and inserting the following: "1999". 

By_ LARRY MURPHY .. 

•. 

l 
! 

~ 
I 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE ~~NDMENT TO SENATE FILE 149 
H-4501 

l Amend House amendment, S-3750, 
as amended, passed, and reprinted 
follows: 

to Senate File 149, 
by the Senate, as 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
ll 
12 
l3 
l4 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
so 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through li, and 
inserting the following: 

" Page 1, by striking lines 32 and 33, and 
insert1ng the following: ·~even-and-ttnder-~i~teen 
year~-of-a9e-by-September-t5 is of compulsory 
attendance age, in proper physical and mental''. 

Page 2, by inserting after line 14, the 
followi:"\g: 

"Sec~ 

ATTENDANCE AGE. 
NEW SECTION. 299.1A COMPULSORY 

A child who has reached the age of six and is under 
sixteen years of age by September 15 is of compulsory 
attendance age. 

Sec. NEW SECTION. 299.18 COMPULSORY 
ATTt:NLJANCE AGE. 

A child who has reached the age o~ six ana 1s under 
eightee:: years of age by Se9tember 15 is of compulsory 
attendance age."'' 

2. ?age :, by str:king lines 25 through 33, and 
inserti~g ~he Eol~c~ing: 

'' Pag2 3, !)y strikicg li~es 21 and 22, and 
insert1nc the fo~:c~ing: ''school e•er-~even-end-tlnde~ 
~ixtee~-~e~~~-o~-e~e w~o is of compulsory attendance 
age, the course ot s::udy pursued by". 

?age 3, by striki~g lines 33 and 34, and 
insert1ng tt·,e fcc.iowing: "child who by-Septe"'b"!"-1:5 
i~-ower-~-~~~-end-~~der-~ix~een-yea!"~-of-age is of 
compt!_~so_:__:_ _,;;_tJ:_~ncance age, wr.o places the". 

?~ge ~' by striking lines l7 and 18 a~d 
i.nsert.i.:-:0 ":he :c::..l.owi;1g: "~eve~-tuH~-::!nd.et"-3~x~een 
yea!"~-ef-t~ge-oy--Ser.>tember-1:5 is of compulso£Y_ 
attendance~, -;ho ~s physically or mentally". 

Page ~. :ine 19, by inserting after the word 
"sc:hoo .... ," the fol:~ .. c·...;ing: "or whose oresence i.:-~ school 
would-~~ ;.:;jlJrio~_? t-? ~he health 9E other ::>upils,

11
•

11 

3. By s::riking page l, line 49, through page 2, 
line 20, and inserting the following: 

'' Page 7, line 9, by striking the words "has 
readied the". 

Page 7, by striking line 10, and inserting 
the following: ''a~d-ttnder-sixteen-years-of-ege is of 
comoulsorv attendance aae, who is' 1

." 

4. ?age--2-, by $t:iking lines 29 thro~gh 33, and 
inserting :he ~o::owing: 

'' . Page 8, by striking lines :4 and 15, and 
inse-rt-:-n·.; the :ol:!..owing: ~~~ev-en-e!"'td-onder-51:xteen 
yet~~~-~t·-e9e wh~. a:e of c~:>rnpulsory attendance age, 1n 

-~-



HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

E-4501 
Page 2 

MAY 7, 1989 

l theic respective districts, the''." 
2 5. Page 2, by striking lines 36 through 45. 
3 6. By striking page 3, line 48, t~rough page 4, 
4 line 6, and inserting the following: 
5 • Page ll, by inserting after line 5, the 
6 ~ollow i ng: 
7 ''Sec. Section 299.1A is repealed effective 
8 June 30, 1994. 
9 Sec. Section 299.18 takes effect July l, 

10 1994."" 
RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 

H-4501 FILED MAY 7, 1989 
0 / ; ..,. I I.-;' . ( . 7'< I -···-[ . ._. . .._..,_""' ~- ::::."..::h......_-.<V-/ .... .: ,/.:>_JjV ... /"f'- ~/ 

{.! , / / /. r :. _: ) ~ 
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Rc.?ORT Of THE CONfERENCE CO/'_"!ITTEE 

ON SENATE FILE 149 

To the Presicent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 

of Representatices: 

We, the unde:sig~ed members of the cc~ference committee 

a~pointed to re ~lve ~he differe~ces between the Senate and 

the House cERe: -esentatives on Ser.ate File 149, a bill for A~ 

Act relating to :he comp~lsory attendance and trua~cy laws and 

p::oviding penalr ~es, respectfully rna~e t!ie followi;.g report: 

l. That the Senate recedes :rom its amend~ent, n-4501. 

2. That the iouse recedes from i:s amendment, S-3750. 

3. That Sen~:e File 149, as amended, passed, and reprinted 

by the Senate, Js amended as :allows: 

1. By strik:~g everything after the e~acting clause and 

1nserting the fo:lowing: 

''Section l. Section 256.9, Code Supp:ement 1989, 1s 

amended by addi~~ the following new subsections: 

NS\'i SUBSECTIC:\. 39. Develop model gu1del1nes for district 

in-serv1ce trair:ng programs ~or truancy officers and direct 

the area educati~n agencies to assist local school districts 

in prov1ding the programs. 

NEW SUBSECT~o·;. 40. ?repare a plan a~d a report for 

e:Jsuring that al Iowa children wil: be able to satisfy the 

requirements for high school graduation. The plan and report 

shall include a :tatement of the dimensions of the dropout 

-1-
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problem in Iowa; a survey of existing programs geared to 

dropout prevention; a plan for use of competE:ncy-based outcome 

methods and measures; proposals for alternative means for 

satisfy1ng graduation requirements including alter~ative high 

school settings, supervised vocatio~al experie:1ces, education 

experiences within the correctional system, sc~e~nir.g and 

assessment mechanisms for identifying students who are at-r:sk 

of dropping out and the development of an individualized 

education plan for identified students; a requirement that 

schools provide information to s:udents who drop 011: of school 

on options Eor pursuing education at a later date; tne 

development of basic materials and information for schools to 

present to stude~ts leaving school; a requiremerJt that 

students notify their school districts of resider1ce wher: the 

student discontin••es school, including the reasons for leaving 

school and future plans fot career develop~e~t; a ~equirement 

that, unless a s:udent chooses to make the intormacion 

relatir.g to the student leaving school confidential, schools 

make the informatior. available to community col:i.eges, area 

education agenc:es, and other educational ins:itutions ~pon 

request; and recommendations for the establishment of pilot 

projects for the development of model al~ernative options 

education programs; a plan for implementation of any 

recorrunended courses of action to actain a zero d~opov.t rate Oy 

the year 2000; and other requirements necessatf to achieve the 

goals of this subsection. A:ternative means for sacisfying 

graduation requirements which relate to the development of 

indiv1dualized education plans for students who have dropped 

out of the regular school progra"' shall inc~ude, out are not 

limited to, a tracking com9onent that req~ires a schoo: 

district to mainta:n periodic conta~t witf'. a :-3tudent, 
~ ..... ; ~ ... - -..... d~---- ,....... '- . ,..... ; ...... .. c:.S:::iJ.Si.c:.!1Ce ._v a ' '· '-'pvUL 1r. '-'Llr ..... g a~~y 

academic eeEiciencies, an assess~en~ of ~;12 s~~dent's 

exployability skills a~d pi2~s to i.mprove ~~~cse s~il:s, and 

-2-
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.• implementation' E proposals to attain a zero drc:potJ: rate, 

including but n<::. lim1ted to evalua::.ion o: ex:sting fund::og 

sources and a ncom.mended allocation of the financial burden 

among federal, 'tate, local, and family resotJrces. The 

department, in <~njunction with the plan and repor::., s~all 

prepare an educc:ion bill of rights that delineates educa:ion 

opportunities t~at are to be legal entitleme~ts for !Owd 

children. The r~port and plan shall be subm:c:ed tl the 

general assem.blj by ~anuary 15, l993. 

l"EW SUBSSCT!C. i. ~stablish a c~rriculuc cleciringhct:se 

for purposes of eviewing and analyzing horr.e scr.ool· ng 

curriculum, tha~ is being marketed :n Iowa, ~or educational 

content and use: .lness. 

NEW SUSSECT:C .. 42. Designate a pe~sc)~ in the (iepart~e~~ 

of education to .ct as a competent 
. . - - ' . . 

p:1vat~ l~s~r~ct on ~1a~scn 

for: parents and 'Uardians who place a ctli::.C. ~..-.der C\;m;;et-=r.:: 

private in5truct on under chapter 2993. 

Sec. 2. :-<EW :EcTro:-;. 256.15A COM?ETEN~ l?R IVATi·: 

INSTRUCTION ADVI ;QRY COII..M!TTEE • 

• U.. competeP.: p ·ivate instruction advisory co~:..&":";:..ttt e is 

established whic co~sists of five me~bers, :~ be a;pc:~:ed by 

the governor, ea ·h of whom is a citizen of the C~itEd S~d:es 

and a resident c the state of Iowa. The te:~s o~ cEfice ~t 

the members is f ~r years. The duties of the commi::ee a:e tc 

advise the state ~oard and the directc~ on natters aefec::~g 

competent privat· instruction under chapter 2998. Xotice 

meetings of the cate board shal: be sent by th@ di:~ctcr 

members of the c. nmittee. 
Committee merr;, ~rs shall be reimbursed for act<.Cal anc 

r.ecessary expens~:; ir:ct.:.:- :-ed in pe:::orrr:ance of tr-eir iut ies. 

Members ~ay alsc )e e:igible to receive cc~pe~s~tion as 

provided !.rt sect 
......... ,.. 

)0 t:: ... 0. T~e expense ~on~y shall b:~ pa~d 

~rom the appropr~ 1tio!1s to the depa:-':rr;ent oE eC...:cati ·.)n. 

Sec. 3. Sect_ 'n 279.10, subsec~1or. :, 2ode 1989, is 
:-·;\,·-

amended to read 2; follows: 

-3-
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1. The school yea! shall begin on the first day of July 

and each regularly established e:ementa!y and secondary schoo: 

shall begin no sooner than a day during tne caie~dar week in 

which the ~irst day of September falls but no later than the 

e±r~t-Mondey-in-Beeember September 15. Schoc: sha~l co~tinue 

for at least one hundred eighty days, except as }rovided in 

subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

year. A school corporatlon may begin employment of personnel 

for in-service training and development purposes before the 

date to begin elementary and secondary school-

Sec. 4. Section 280.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

280.2 DEFINITIONS. 

The term "public school'' means any school directly 

supported in whole or 1n part by taxation. The term 

"nonpublic schoo:'' means any other school wh1ch is accredited 

or which uses licensed practitioners as ~nstructors. 

Sec. 5. Section 280.3, unnumbe!ed paragraph l, Code 

Supplement 1989, is amended to read as :o~lows: 

~he board of directors of each public school district ar.d 

the authorities in charge of each ~onpublic school shall 

prescribe the minimum educational prograre and a~ atte~dance 

policy which sha~.L_r_equire each child to att-.end schooi cor at 

:east one hundred forty-e:gh~.days, to be ~et bv at~endance 

Eoz .. iit least thirtv-seven da~~ach sch<??.~ _ _gl}arter, for the 

schools under their jurisdictions. 'The minirr.:J:n ed;~ca!:ional 

program shall be the curriculum se: for:h in section 256.11, 

except as otherwise provided by law. 7he beard o~ directors 

of a public school district shal: not al:ow discrimi~dtion in 

any educational program on the b2.sis oE race, co:or, creed, 

sex, marital status or place oC national o~ig:~. 

Sec. 6. ~EW SECTION. 280.:9A ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 

EDUCATION PROGRAY.S. 

3y January l5, :995, each school Clstrict shal: adopt a 

pla~ to provide a:ternative optic~s education ?rograms ~o 

students who are either at rlsk c~ dro?ping o~t or have 

-~-
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,~ dropped out. A~ alternative options education program may be 

provided in a di.~trict, th:ough a sharing agreeme~t with a 

school in a contiguous district, or through an areawide 

program availabl2 at the co~~unity co:lege serving the merged 

area in which the scho0l district is located. ~ach area 

education agency shall provide assistance in estah:ishing a 

plan to provide alternative educat~on options tc students 

attending a pub: ~c school in a distric~ served by the agency. 

Sec. 7. Sec:~on 299.1, Code Supp~ement 1989, is amended t. 

read as fol:ows: 

299. ~ A'I'?EN: O;NCE REQU:::<E~\SN'I'S. 

<?he- Exceot a~ ____E_£_ovideci ir-. sectic:: 299.2, :f'.e pa:e::t, 

<;uardian, or le( 31 or:_ act;_;al cl.lstodian o: a 

~e~e~-enci-~Mder-e±xtee~-yee~~-o~-~g~-by-Se~te~0~=-=5,-in 

p~~~e~-~hy~~ee~-~~0-~ente~-eo~d±t±o"-te-e~te~d-~e~eo± is of 

compulsory atte:dance aqe, s~a:~ e~ro±± cause t~e c~ild i~ tc 

~~onoubiic schoc.·: or an unaccredited no::oub:.ic schoo.:. usina 
~~~~~~~~~~~~---'-~ 

licensed instru(·cors as defined under section 280.2, or - . 
c~~oete~t priva··e instruc:io~ in accor~a~ce ~it~ t~e 

~isions of c: aoter 2998 ~or at :east. Si~e hund~ed forty­

eicht davs oer chool vear, as de~ined u~der section 279.10. 

~he beard o~ di ectors of a oublic s~ho~!. distr~ct or the 

_governing body · .. E a nonpt.:blic school ~!]~al!. set ::he :~;..;mber of 

days of ~equire•, at::endance !"o~ tt·,e schools uc:der ics centro:. 

"'he-boa~O. ~)ublic or nonoublic schooi may, by resolution, 

require attenda·:ce ift-~he-~tlbi~e-~eheoi~ for the en:ire time 

whe:1 the school; are in session 1ro any sct.ool yeac and adoPc .:; 

~o:icv or ~ules re~ating to the reasons conside~ed to be vali(~ . -
o' accePtable e'cuses for absence from sc~oo:. - ,---

A-ehi±d-sha~.-e~tend-en-cteered±eeci-o~-dpprd~ed-~e~oo~-Eo~ 

e~-±@e~t-o~e-htl:dred-twe~ty-deye-~ech-~chee±-yea~~--!he 

req~±~ement-shec±-~e-met-by-ertendanee-~br-er-ieast-t~±~ty 

days-eaeh-sehoe~-q~arter,-or-a-sim±±ar-d±st~±btlt±en-of 
-~ '-~i;-

attendanee-thro~9hOtlt-the-scnool-year~ 

-5-
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~n-~±e~-of-e~eh-e~te~da~ee-~~eh-e~±id-mey-a~te~ci-~pon 

~~~i~a±e~~-±~et~~etie~-by-~-r~eeftsed-~eae~e~-e=s~w~e~e7 

A child who ~ails to a~tend school or comoeten~ or~va~e 
-------'-----'------'-'-'------=-----''-=----"---'--'--'--------'---'------'---'--------''--------'---- -. -___. - - ·- -

instruction as provided in this chapter or cr.aoter ?99~---~-~ 

presumed to be trua~c as defined in section 299.£ and the 

par~nt, guardian, or custodian of the child .:.s p:-es·...:?_~~_to 

have committed,:~ violation of this chaPter. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 299. lA COMPULSO;:.tY i'.T~·ENDANCi:: AGE. 

A child who has reached the age of six and is ~nde~ sixteen 

yea~s of age by September l5 is o: compulsory atcendance age. 

Howe,rer, on and after July J., 1995, the state beard of 

education may set the co~pulsory attendance ase by rule, 

provided that the maxiffium age shall net be less ~han six:een 

years of age. 

Sec. 9. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to ~ead as 

fellows: 

299.2 EXCEPT:ONS. 

Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child: 

i~--Who-is-ove~-the-Bge-~f-fotlrtee~-er.e-±~-~eq~le~it 

e!llp±eyed--: 

~~--Whese-edtleatienai-~tia!±fieetions-a~e-e~da~-·~o-~heee-e§ 

ptlp±rs-who-heve-eomp±eted-the-e±g~t~-g~eee~ 

l. Who has completed the req~irements ~or araduation in ~n 

9..£C:~?ited school or has obtained a high schco.i. eq·c~ivale:!C):' 

diploma under chaoter 7.59A. 

3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of 

record or judge. 

4 3. While attending religious services or :eceivi~g 

religious instructions. 

5 4. Who 1s attending a pr1vate colle~e prepara~ory school 

accredited or probationally accredited uncie~ seccion 256.11, 

subsection 13. 

5. Who is attending an alcernative oPtions educa~ion 

r~ogram approved by the department of ed~ca:ior.. 

6. Who has been excused under section 299.22. 

7. Who 15 exe~pted under section 299.2G. 
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'.:'W Sec. 10. Sec:ior. 299.3, Code 1989, lS amended to cead as 

follows: 

299.3 REPORTS FROM ?RfVA'?E NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

W±thin-te~-da~'a-f~om-reee~~t-of-notiee-from-rhe-~eeretary 

of-the-aehoo~-di~t~iet-wi~hin-whieh-any-pr±~ate-~eheor-~a 

eol'ldt:eted On or _:,efore the third Friday ~n S'";):e:r,be: ::;: eacr, 

school year, and at any time when requested in indiv~dual 

cases, the p~inc pal of ~~eh a nonpublic school sha~l,-ence 

dtlri~~-eaeh-~eh~~~r-yee~ 7 -a~d-~t-ent-t~me-whe~-~e~~e~ted-~~ 

t~e secretarv of . -
schoo: d:strict, withi:. whic~ the r;o~nub:. ic: set': col .:.s ::..Jca.~ed, ---
a certi~icate an( report in duplicate on forms c~ovided by the 

o~blic school di: trict of t~e names, ages, ~nd ~~mb~: ~~ days 

at ter;ciance ot ea· h pupil of !!tte~ the r.onoub.:. ic school O'te!'" 

~e~e~-e~d-~nder-~.ixtee~-ye6r~-e£-e9e who is of co~o~:sG:v 

attendance a~~, ·~e co~rse of st~dy pursued by 

the ouoil, t~e t•xts used, and the names of the teachers, 

during the prece<ing year and from the time of the last 

preceding report to :he time at which a report is ~equired. 

?he secretary sh~ll retain one of the reports and :1Ae the 

other with the St·cretary of t~e area educatio:1 aget·:cy. 

Sec. ll. Seccion 299.4, Code 1989, is amended to :ead a<; 

:ollows; 

299.4 REPORTS AS TO COMPETENT ?RIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

The parent, gLardian, or legal or actual custodlan o~ a 

child who by-September-~5-±a-over-aeven-and-ender-a~~teen 

years-of-age is cf comoulsorv attendance age, who places the 

child under compt~en~ private instruction under c~aoter 299~. 

ner-±n-en-aeered,red-or-approved-~ehoo~T shall fur:::sh a 

report in duplic~te o~ forms orovided by_the o~blic school 

district, to the distr~ct by the earliest starting date 

specified !n section 279.10, subsection 1. The secretary 

shall retain and file one copy and forward the other copy to 

the 

the 

the 

district's area education agency. The report shall state 
!f 

name and age of the child, the period of time during which 

child has been:t'or will be under competent private 
;~ 
.~ -7-
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instruction for the ~eh~e~ year, an outline o• the course of 

study, texts used, a~d the name a~d acdres~ o~ ~he i~structcr. 

The parent:, quarC.ianr or·---~.!?.S~l:. or actual custud~.:.!r. of 2. cnild, 

who is_ol~cing the child under com:Jet.ent o~~.v~:·:e ~nsi-.r\.!ction, 

for tl]~ first time, sh.all a.i.so provide !:he diSiJ_~.::._-:_~~th 

evidence that the ch.:..ld has had ~.he :mrr:unizr.:~io:-.s :->?C'~lred 

under section 139.9. The term ''cu~line of course of study'' 

shall include, but is not limited ~o, subjects ccve:ed, weekly 

lesson plans, and time spent on the areas of study. 

Sec. 12. Section 299.5, Code :989, is ame11ded to read as 

follows: 

299.5 PROOr Or Mt:NTAL OR ?HYSICAL CONDIT:O::-<. 

The parent, g~ardian, or custodian of 3 chi:d ~he ~~-e¥e~ 

~even-end-tl~de~-~~X~@e~-yee~~-~f-a9e-by-Se~tember-i5 is of 

comouls:_?_.E.Y_~t:endance age, who is physically or mer:tally 

~nable to atter.d school, o~ whose oresence :n school ~~uld be 

InJUrious to the health of_ other pupils, shall furnish proofs 

by afficia~~t certificate ~nder sections 281.5 ar,d 281.7 as to 

the physical 

Sec. 13. 

or mental condition of the child. 

NEW SEC':' ION. 299.5A Y.EDIAT:ON. 

It a child is truant as defi~ed in section 299.8, school 

officers shall attempt to find the cause 

absence a~d use every means available tc ::. :-:e 

:r.e ch.:.2.d's 

sc::ool to ass~:re 

that the child does attend. :f :he pare~t, guardia~, or legal 

or actual custodia~, or child refuses to accept the schocl•s 

attempt to assure the child•s attendance or the school's 

attempt :o assure che chiid 1 S attendance 1s o:herwise 

unsuccessful, the truancy officer shall ~efer :~e matter to 

the county at:orney Eor mediation or prosec~t~on. 

If the matter ~s referred for ~ediation, the councy 

attorney shall cause a notice of the ~e:erral Lo be sent to 

~he ~arent, g~ardian, or legal o~ act~al c~stodian and 

designate a person to serve as mediator ~n the matter. If 

mediation services a~e available in the corr~u~i~y, those 

services may be used as the designated media~ion setuice. If 

;nediation ;;ervices a~e not availaOle i~ che co;;i!11Ur.i ty, 

-8-
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~~ med1a~•on sha:l b~ provided by the co~nty attorney or the 

county attorney's designee. The mediator sha:l contact the 

school, the parent, guardian, or legal or act~a:. custodian, 

and any other person the mediator deems appropriate in the 

matter and arrange mee~ing dates and ti~es for dlscussion of 

the child's nonattendance. The mediator sh2~~ i·t:empt to 

ascertain the cause of the child's nonattenda~ce, attempt to 

cause the parties to a~rive at ar. ag~ee~ent relative to the 

child's atte~dance, and initiate ~e:erra:s :o any agen~ies or 

counseli~g that the xedia~or believes to oe apprc>priate under 

the circumstances. 

:: ~he parties reac~ an agree~ent, the ag~2.e~er.: sha:l be 

reduced to w:itins and signed by a schoo: office:, parent, 

guardi.ai~, or :ega~ o~ act~al custodian, and ~~e 
' . , ' 

cn.:..~..c. The 

mediator, the schcol, and the pa~e~:, guard~a~, or legal or 

actual c~stodia~ ~~al: each receive d copy o~ :~e agreement, 

which shall set tcrth the settlement of tte :s3ues and future 

responsibilities cE each party. 

The school district shal: be responsib~e fot ntonitor~ng any 

agreements arriveC at :hrough mediation. : f .::. ;>a r e r. t , 

guardian, or lega: or actual custodian re~uses :o e1~gage in 

mediatic~ or violates a :erm o~ the agree~e~~, the matter 

shall be ~ereEerred to :he county attorney ~o~ prcsec~tion 

u~der section 299.6. ~he county attorney's cf~~ce or the 

mediation service shall require the parent, ~ua~Cian, or :egal 

or actual custodian and the schco! :o pay a fee to help defray 

the administrative cost of mediation services. The county 

attorney's office •)r the mediation service shall establish a 

sliding scale oE fees :o be charged parents, quardians, and 

iegal or actual custodians based upon abil~ty to pay. A 

parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodia~ shall not be 

denied the servlces of a mediator solely because of i~ability 

to pay the fee. 

Sec. 14. 

follows: 

Section 299.6, Code 1989, 

-9-
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299.6 VIOLATIONS -- COMMUNITY SERVICE ~N-S?Eo-8F OR FINE 

OR IMPRISONMENT. 

Any person who ~hBli-v~oia~~ violates ~ ~edi2~.ion agreement 

under section 299.5A or any of the provisio~s oF sections 

299.1 ee throuqt 299.5 ~r Ei::.~uses to participr..7".P in r.:ediatio!l 

Uno"o• SeC"'On 29° ~!\ ~·~ 1-Q~~e--~~A 1 ~-~a F~~ ~ ·=.r.·-,· 0~~ 0 ~·-e 
._.. L.tr. 1 :J .... h 1 ... 1;\.....I ...... ~~v f .....>uvo:C ... ·•·"- ~~.::... ... .....::=-........ :.·_~.:-;:;:_~_ .... ~~.:.:_;;:__~ 

is guilty of a simple misdemeanor ane-the-eetlrt-~he~z. 

A first offense conviction is punishable by imcrisonment 

not exc~eding ten days o~ a fine ~ot exce2dinq one hundred 

dollars. ~he court may order the perso~ to pe~~orm no: ~o!e 

than fort.y hours of ur.paid cornmuni ty service i~stead of a:-:y 

fine or impriso~xent. A De •co•• co~·y=c-~u~ r~ -~ .. .::> •• •• \1 .1. ........ '-J- a seco:1c o~ 

s~bsequent violaticr. i~_.S.~_il~y of a seriou3 ~lsCemec.r;or. 

A second offe~se conviction 1s ounishabl2 ~v imorisor1~e~t --------------------------
"O~ a~ceed'nq t··e~~,. days -r ~ ~;~e no~ ev~eea·:~.~ c~' 10 h··n~~~c-
1, '· ._ .r. ._. ·~ - .. ·, L J V C. .!.. .I. • • • ._.. ___ .1'1. -'----·-··· .._~: ~ -::' •••• ~ -"=· \1 '- I.-...... • ..._. • ·::... 

~-he person to per~c=:-m unoaid corr...~~unity service _in?_t~.9_¢_~; -~-~~ 

tine or imprison~ent. 

A third or subseque:1t offense convict.:.o:. :s ou:~i.s~~~~e~.?~ 

i m p r i son men ~ no t ex c e ed i r! a t h i ~~ _y__d=C!:.~Yc:s=-· _:cc:· r'----"'=· --=":..:·=-: "n-'-E'--· --'~"-' o='-'----""'-'-'x-'c"e'-e=-=d'-'i'-'-'-' "'"'' 

one thousand dollars, or __ __£_~_t_h a fine and irr:>: i.sc::mer:t. The 

court_~may order the person t~ j_)~rform ;.;r.oaid corr.:rn.:.:1i:-v f.>er~;:.ce 
. ~ - ' (:. . 1nsteaa os any ~:ne or imorisor.ment. 

_ _____....___ .. ---·--·-
If conut:unity ser·vice is i_~.E?sed as part of a. ~.;e!.l:enci_:].S 

order_~ _ _!_!'le ccur:: may ~ecuir~ __ _!;}1at part or al::.. of the service 

be pe!:' Eormcd for a pL!bl ic school di_~!EJ. . .<;_~-- or no~~l i.e sch:;ol 

if the court finds that service in the school .is aco:ooriate 

under the circumstances. 

If a oarer:.t:, .s~ardian, or legal ::>r a~~tc2l c:u3todien ot a 

child who ~s t:-u~nt, has made an ob.,ec_-::__~_v2 c.:~d :?2sor.able aood 

faith effort to cc.-'m"'p=l..~.v_w::_::i_::t:.:h.:.' ___:::t_:_h:.::·~__E£.?V is ions o t sections 299.l 

t hrou_gh 29 9. 5, t ~e 2~~-~i1 t: guardian, .?.J_l~S.§._;_ o :- ac::. t:a l. 

custodian shall ~.ot ~e ~·'~'~a'ly ol ..., ._ .... l.l.o! .L liab:e ~or che chi:d's 

nonattendance. 

Sec. 15. NE~~ SECTION. 299.6A INVESTIGATION OF TRUA~T 

CHEDREN. 

-10-
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The truancy of~icer shall report to the county attorney a 

child who is truant under section 299.8, or who has 

accumulated fifteen unexcused absences, as defined under the 

board of directors' or other governing body's attendance 

policy, duri~g a :hree-year period. The county attorney shall 

investigate the report and ~ay file a petition ~nder section 

232.87 for a judicial determination of whether the child is a 

child in need of assistance, as defined en section 23(.2, 

subsection 6. 

Upon a third o: subseque~t conviction o~ a pa~ent, 

guar~ian, or lega: or actuai custodian for vic~ations of 

sections 299.1 th~ough 299.5 ~elating co the same chi:d, t~e 

county attor~ey s~all ir.vestiga~e whethe~ ~~e c~~lQ is a 

in need of assistance a~d shall file a peti~~c~ if there are 

sufficient facts :c bring :he child within t~e jurisdict~on of 

the court. 

Sec. 16. 

follows: 

Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

299.8 ''TRUANT'' DEFINED. 

A':'t.y 11 ':'ruant" rr:eans a c:-t i ~ci e~er-!3e'1~n w!"'.c :t!"td-ttrtd~!"-~i:!l'!~ee~ 

yee~s-~~-dge,-~~-?r~per-~My~±ea~-e~d-Mente±-e~~Ot~~en-te 

e~~~:"lci-~ehoei is ::,E ccrnpulsorv attendance ace, ·who is ;~ot 

exemoted from atter:.dar.ce undCl~ section 299.2, ~~g who fails :o 

attend school or ~omoeten: ~~ivate instruc:io~ ~egularly as 

p~o~tded-~n-thi~-~ha~~e~7-Wtthe~t-~ea~ondoie-e~e~~e-Ee~-the 

abaenee 7 -ahall-be-dee~ed-te-be-a-t~ttant recuired by the school 

board's or school governina oody's attenda~ce colicv or 

chacter 299B. 

Sec. 17. Sect~on 299.10, Code 1989, is a:r,ended to read as 

follows: 

299.10 TRUANC~ OFFICERS -- APPOINTMENT ---EBMPENSA~tBN. 

The board of e3ch school district may,-and-in-aeheo~ 

d~at~iet~-havin9-~-popttiation-of-twenty-the~~and shall 7 

appoint a truancy officer. 

fn-diatrieta-havinq-therein-a-eity,-the The board may 

appoint a member of the police force~ or marshal~ aa-atteh 

-ll-
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offiee~,-end-ethe~-e~~~~iet~-ffley-a?~e±ne-a-ee~etable a 

teacher, schooi_2Jficial, or other suitable pecson to serve as 

the district t;uancy officer. Each school dist~~ct shall 

provide an in-service trainino program for the person 

appointed to serve as the district cruancy officer. The 

training program shall reflect, but is not li~i:2d to, 

information about school and loca: lecal orocedures relati~c 
'----=-=-=-=--=---==.:..:.=:..::...::_--=-:..:_:::..___::=.o:_:::=_~~ . -·. 

to the methods of handling ~ruant children and the children's 

families. 

S~eh-eff±ee~~-g~e±±-be-~eici-e-~ea~e~ebie-eem~en~et±en-ey 

the-bee~d-. 

Sec. 18. Section 299.11, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

299.11 DUTIES Of TRUANCY OFFICER. 

The truancy ::>fficer sha±i ~take in:o custody \t.'ittout 

warrant any apparently truant child and place the child ir. the 
. 1 scnoo .. 

2E)nc.:ipal, or the or incioal' s desicnee: desigr:a:ed hy t!1e 

board of directo~s of the school districc i~ which ~~~d the 

child resides, or of any pr~vate ~onoublic sc~ool designated 

by the ~e~seM-hav±ng-iegat-eontret-of-the-~~~~d pu:e~t. 

gua!dian, or legal or actual custodian, or of ~he ~2~son 

providing competent private inst~uction undec chapter 2998; 

but if it is other than a public sc~col, the instruction a~d 

maintenance of the child the~e±n shall be without expense to 

the school district. 

The truancy officer shall prompt~y i~stit~:e ~~~ffi±MaZ 

proceedings against any person ~iolati~g any of ~he provisions 

of sections 299.1 te chrough 299.5. 

Sec. 19. Section 299.!6, Code 1989, 15 amended to read as 

follows: 

299.16 FAILURE ~0 A~TEND. 

School officers shal: ascertain the nu~be~ oZ cr.ild~e~ ever 

s~Y~~-and-t:nder-:ji-r.eee~-yeet"s-ef-ege wh_9 a r=? of: compulsory 

attendance age, in their res9ec~ive distric~s, t~e ~urober of 

see~ t~ose chiidren who de-~e~-~~te~d-~ehe~~ are truant :Jnde~ 

-12-
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.,., sectton 299.8 or who have accumulated fifteen unexcused 

absences duri~g a three-yea~ oe~iod, and so far as possible 

the cause of the failu'e to attend. School offtcers shall, 

until July l, 1999, biennially repor~ th:s i~formation to the 

deoartment of education on forms provided by che department. 

The deoartme:1t shall attach a surrunarv of the re-:corts, an 

~~lysis of the data, and oolicy reco~mendations based on the 

data analvsis, alone with the deoartxent's annual 'eoort under 

section 256.9, subsectio:1 28. 

Sec. 20. Section 299.18, Code l989, is ame:1ded to read as 

follows: 

299.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL. 

Chi~Cr~n ove~-~e~e~ w~o have reached t~e ace of six and are 

:...:nder ~ir:etee~ eighteen years -Jf age a:1d who a.re so deaf or 

biind or seve,ely handicapped as to be unable :o cb:ai~ an 

education in the eo~mo~ oublic or nonp~b:ic schcois s~all be 

sent to the ~ro~er aoorooriace state ~ehee~-t~ere:e~ 

i~stitution, cr shall receive appropriate special education 

under chapter 281, unless exempted, and any person having such 

a child under the person's control or cus:ody sha:~ see that 

~~eh the child attends ~tl~~ the ~ehooZ i~sti:~ti0~ or soecla~ -- --
educat:on program d~ring che scholastic year. 

Sec. 21. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is amended to cead as 

follows: 

299.20 ORDER. 

Upon the ~iling of the application mentioned -·· sect1on 

299.19, the time of hear1ng shall be determtned ~y the 

juvenile court or the district court. If, upc~ heari~g, the 

court determines :hat :he person required :c appear has the 

custody and control of a child who should be ceq~:red to 

attend a state ~eheei institution under sec~ton 299.18, the 

court shall make an order requiring s~~h 

~~eh the child in attendance at ~~eh the 

the oe~son to keep --. 
~eheol institution. 

Sec. 22. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 

-13-
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Attendance a~ the state institution may be excused when the 

superintendent ~~eree~-±~-~a~±~f±ed~ 

t.--~he~-~he-ehiid-±~-±~-gtteh-bed±~y-e~-me~te±-ee~d±~±en-e~ 

~e-preven~-er-render-fttt±±e-e~~e~de~ee-et-the-~eh~e±. 

i.--Phet-the-eh±id-±~-~e-d±seesed-er-peeeesee~-stteh-hebi~~ 

es-~e-render-the-e~±id~s-~rese~ee-e-meneee-~e-the-hee~th-er 

mereie-ef-other-~tt~±is7 

3.--~~er of the institution determines that the ch1cd 1s 

efficiently ~aught for the scholastic year in a ~rive~e 

nonpublic or other school devoted to ~tleh ~he instructionL er 

by a private tutor, in the brenehee-tatl9ht-±~ public schoolsL 

or is shown to be physically or mentally unable to atter1d 

school under sect:on 299.5. 

Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 299B.l COMPETENT PRIVATE 

INSTRUCTION. 

The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

child of compulsory attendance age who places the child under 

private instruction shall provide, un:ess otherw1se exempted, 

competent private instruction in accordance wich this chapter. 

A parent, guardian, or lega: or actual custodian of a child of 

compulsory attendance age who places the child u~der pr1vate 

instruction which is not competent private instruction, or 

otherwise fails to comply with the requireme:1ts oE this 

chapter, shal: be presumed to have violated the provisions cf 

sect1ons 299.1 through 299.4 and is subjec: to the pe~alties 

provided in sect:or. 299.6. 

For purposes of this chapter, ''competent private 

ir1struction'' means private i~structiorl provided o~ a daily 

basis for at :east one hundred ~orty-eight days during a 

school year by a licensed practitioner, or other perso~ unde~ 

section 2998.3, which results in the student maKing adequate 

progress. 

Fo: purposes of this chapter and chapter 299, ''private 

i~str~ction'1 8eans for~a: instrucc~on i~ a set~ing othe: than 

and ~ot afEiliated with a ~ublic cr a ~onpubl1c sc~oo~ as 

defineC :n sectio~ 280.2. 

-14-



SENAr~ C~:? SHEET APRiL 7, L99C 

-R-14~-
.. :;wge .L.':} 

Sec. 24. I>EW SECTION. 2998.2 COMPETEN'i ?!UVAT£ 

INS1'RvC1'ION BY LICENSED PRACTITIONER. 

?age 66 

IE a licensed practitioner provides competent instruction 

to a chlld of compulsory attendance age, the practitioner 

shall possess a valid license or certificate which has been 

issued by :he state board of educational examiners under 

chapter 260 and which is appropriate to the ages and grade 

leve~s of the children to be taught. Sections 2993.3 through 

2993.8 do not apply to competent private instruction provided 

by a licensed practitioner under this sectio~, except that the 

parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian shall provide 

the report required under section 2993.3, subsect1on 4. 

Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 2992.3 PRIVATE INSTRUCTION BY 

NONLICENS2D ?2RSON. 

A parent, guardian, or legal or actual cus~odlan o: a child 

of compulsory attendance age providing competent private 

instruction to the child shall meet all of the :ollowi~g 

requirements: 
1 
~. Complete and send, ln a timely manner, the report 

requtred under section 299.4 :o the school district of 

residence of the child. 

2. s~sure that the child under the parent's, guardian's, 

or legal or actual custodian's instruction is tested annually 

to determine whethe~ the child is making adequate progress, as 

defi~ed in section 2998.7. 

3. Report the child's annual test resulcs cO ~he school 

district of residence of the child and to the department of 

education by a date not later tharl June 30 of each year in 

which the c~ild is under private instructior:. 

'· By Ju~e 1 of the year before placing a child under 

competent privace instruction, provide the results of an 

lnitial screenlng and ev1dence that a subsequent evaluation lS 

in progress or completed, or that an evaluatior1 is required as 

a result of the screening, for vision, hearing, speech, and 

motor skills and to determine eligibility for special 

education services. The initial screening and any subsequent 
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evaluation may be pe~formed either by area ed::ca:ion agency 

personnel or by personnel not employed by the area education 

agency, if the other personnel have been approved by the 

department of education to cor1duct screenings or evaluat1ons. 

If the area education agency performs the screening, the 

screening shall be at a ~ime and p"ace de~errr.ined by the area 

education agency. If the screening or evaluation is performed 

by personnel other than those emp~oyed by the area education 

agency, the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian 

shall pay for the cost of any screening and any subsequent 

evaluations. If the screening shows the presence of a vision, 

hearing, speech, or motor impairmen~, the parent, guardian, or 

legal or actual custodian shall annually provide evidence that 

appropriate services are being provided for the child. 

Services may be provided either by the area education agency 

or by means of the parent, guardian, or legal or ac~ua~ 

custodian contracting with, and paying for the services of, 

private special education services providers. If the 

screening or evaluation shows the need for specia~ education 

services requiring removal of the child from the intended 

educational env1ronment, the child shall not be p~aced in a 

competent p:ivate i~str~ction program under this chap:er 

with011t ~he approval of :he placement by the director of the 

department of education ic coopera~ion w1th the specia: 

educacion director of ~he area education agency in accordance 

with the cules adopted by tr.e state board of education and the 

procedures specofied on sec~ion 28:.6. 

Sec. 26. ~EW SECTION. 2998., ~UAL ENROLLME~T. 

A ch:ld who is rece:ving competent private ins~r~ct~on 

~!~der this chapter sha:: also be registe~ed ~n a p~blic school 

for dual e~rollment purposes. ~he child sha:: be permitted to 

participate on the same basis as public schoo1. ch~~.d~en in any 

extracurricula~ ac:ivities available to c~ildre~ in the 

c~ild•s grade or group. The child shal~ be ir.c:uded in the 

pubiic school's basic enrollmen~ ~~der secticn 442.4 a~ci shall 

be counteC as one pcpi~. 
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Each school. district shal· hi :-e lice·t:;ed ;.:...:-: so;:nel to 

provide instructional servic;~s on a con·5ulr:··~ basis to 

parents of students receivin•: competent pr ,,,:~ :nst~uct:on. 

Each district shall determine the numbe~ of __ cense~ pe~sonnel 

needed for the instructional services a:1d c',o·.·<op a:l 

alternative school program for tne inst=~c~- ser~ices 

provided under this section. The progra::; sc; __ c:~c!·,de, but 

is not limited to, providing assistance :.:; . ···.;: :-.:::t.i;J:'lai 

planning to parents, guardia:~s, or lega~ c: J.:· .. a: c~~stcdia~s 

provid~ng compete;.t private .r:structior., ,_.._ .... ~t:.e .·.::a{iem.:.c 

progress in one or more subj~ct areas. 

Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 

REQUIRE:~IENTS AND PROCEDCR.S. 

l. Each child of compuls:;ry attet:dar:ce ~::-- ' ... '-:.-., :..s 

receivi~g competent private -~s:ructio~ st~-- ~e :es:ed 

annually by May l, using a n~.tio~ally recos~!~~(: s~a::dardized 

achievement test cr.osen by ti:e child's parto:.:. s-.:.=rdian, or 

legal or actual custodian frum a list of app:~·:e•.i tests 

provided by the department o~ education. 

2. A child, who is seven years of aqe a:1~ s :eceiv:ng 

competent private i:1structio:1 or who is ol:;c,o~ : ·:-::er cor:-.pete:-:t 

private instruction for the ~irst time, sh~~- ~e ~d~~~istered 

a test ~or purposes of obtaiLi.::s educatior-,o~ ·..:~s~-- :.~:~: data, 

unless the child has !Jeefl. te:·;~eC using a st.:~ ·2-::.:::~ .::~·: 

achievement test within the ~c~ool year in ~~-ch :~e child lS 

placed under competent private !nstruct•o~-

3. The director of the d~~partment cf ec:i~~:~0~, or the 

director's designee, which m:,y i::clude '" sc· .. : _ ·.::.s:: ic: or an 

area edt;cation agency, shall aC;;.i.nister P2C:~ --~·s~ :-,_:-,·:·Jired c: 
children placed ~nder compett :1t private - ' .. :. . - ·,. ~'; . 

4. The parent, guardian, ·C:H ~egal o:· a c . . .e:. c.st::;diz,;-: of a 

child receiving competent pr. vo;:('~ instr.~~-~- :...: -:-::c.y :)-:: ;>rPsent 

when the ciuld is tested, bu· C:l~Y if bee:--. 

guardian, or legal or actual cus~o'<fian .,,,.,d 
the supervi.sio:-: of the test <.Jr:'.l':istratc·r. 
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5. The admi~istration of tests shall i~clt1de, but is ~ot 

limited to, purchasing of test materials, giving the tests, 

scoring and interpreting the tests, and reporcing the test 

results. 

6. The public school district of residence of a ch1ld who 

1s placed under competent private . ~ ;.. : ..... ~ 1ns ..... ruc-..J..on a.;a 1s being 

tested shall reimburse the entity providing :he test 

administration for the cost of testing required by this 

chapter. 

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 2998.6 REPORTING OF TEST RESULTS. 

The results of tes~s administered to children of compulsory 

attendance age who are receiving competent private instruct:on 

shall be reported by the test administrator to the child's 

parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian, t~e school 

district of residence of the child, and to the department of 

education. Personally ide~tifiable information relating to or 

contained in the test scores is confidential and shall ~ot be 

released without the prior consent of the child's parerlt, 

guardian, or legal or actuac custodian excep~ as otherwise 

permitted by law or req~1red by this section. 

Sec. 29. NEvi SECTION. 2998.7 FAILURE TO ~AKE ADEQUATE 

PROGRESS. 

If the results of tests, administe,ed to a ch1ld of 

compulsory atte~dance age who ~s receiving compesent priva:e 

instruction, indicate that the stt1dent has fai:ed :o ma~e 

adequate progress, the parent, guardian, or legai or actual 

custodian shall cause the child to attend an accred~ted public 

or a nonpublic school, as defined in sect~on 280.2, at the 

beginning of the next scr.ool year unless, be:ore the beg1nn:ng 

oE the next school year, the chi:d reta~es t~e sa~e test a~d 

the results indicate that adequate progress has bee~ made or 

the director of the depa:t~enc of educatio~, or the director's 

designee, grants ~pprova: for ccmpetent private ~~s::uc:ion to 

con~inue uncier a pian for remediation. A chil~ re~~~ins a 

test under this ?aragraph, sha:: ~e permi~ted to :e:~~e the 

tes~ 0ne ~i~e and the procedures used dt!:~ns :~e ~?:2k~nq of 
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the test shall be the same as those used during the taking of 

the tests whcch indicated that the child failed to make 

adequate progress. 

A child who is required to attend an accredited public or a 

nonpublic school, as defined in section 280.2, under this 

section shall continue attendance at an accredited public or a 

nonpublic school until the child achieves adequate progress. 

For purposes of this chapter, "adequate progress" means, 

for children in all grade levels of competent private 

instruction, test scores which are above the thirtieth 

percentile, nationally nor~ed, in each of the areas of 

reading, mathematics, and language arts, and whtch indicate 

either that the child has made six months' progress from the 

previous test results or that the child is at or above grade 

level for the child's age. For children in grade levels stx 

and above, ''adequate progress" also xeans that the child has 

achieved test scores in both science ar.d soctal studies which 

are above the thirtieth percentile, nationally normed, and 

which either indicate that the child has made six months' 

progress from the previous test results or that the child is 

at or above grade level for the child's age. 

Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 299B.8 NOTICE TO PARE~TS -­

REMEDIATION. 

If a child is placed under competent private instruction 

and the child fails to make adequate progress, the director of 

the department of education, or the director's designee, shall 

notify the parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of 

the child that the child is req~ired to attend an accredited 

publ:c or a nonpublic school, as defined under section 280.2, 

unless approval for competent priva~e instruction ~nder a 

remediation plan is granted. The director, or the director's 

designee, may provisionally approve continued competent 

private instruction under an approved remediation plan 

designed to improve instruction for up to one year. All 

remediation plans shall be negotiated agreements between the 

parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian and the 
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superintendent of the public school d1strict or the person in 

charge of a nonpublic school, within thirty days of the 

obtaining of test results indicating that a chl:d has failed 

to make adequate progress. If negotiations :ail to result in 

the formation of a remediation plan, the parent, guardian, or 

legal or actual custodian may appeal from the actcon of a 

public school superintendent under chapter 290. 

Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 2998.9 CHILDREN REQUIRING SPECIAL 

EDUCATION. 

A child of compulsory attendance age who os identified as 

requiring speciai education under chapter 281 is not el•gible 

for placement under competent private instr~ccton without 

prior approval of the placement by the director of the 

department of education, in cooperation with the director of 

special education of the area education agency of ~he child's 

district of residence. 

A child who has been placed under competent prcvate 

instruction, whose performance on the tests required ~nder 

this chapter indicates that the child may require speciai 

education, shall be referred for evaluation under chapter 281 

and the rules of the state board of educat1on. 

Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 2993.10 INSTRUCTOR OTH~RWISE NOT 

QUALIFIED. 

A person providing competent private instruction under this 

chapter, who does not hold a va:id teacher's certificate or 

license issued by the sta~e board oE educational examiners, is 

not a licensed teacher. 

Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 2993.:1 NOT TAX EXS~P~. 

A home used for providing competent priva:e cnstructlon 

unde: this cr.apter is not eligib:e :or tax exemptoon u~der 

section 427.1, d~e to the providing of compe~ent private 

instr~ction on the premises. I~, ~owever, the home otherwise 

quali~ies ~or :ax exe~ption under section 42/.:, ~~!iS seccio~ 

shall not preve~t the home from bei~g exemp~ under :hat 

section. 

Sec. 34. KEW SECTION. 2998.12 ~Ui..LM .. .\KI~G. 
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The department of education shall develop and ~eco~~end and 

the state board of education shall adopt rules co implement 

this chapter. 

Sec. 35. BAR OF PROSECUTION. 

Notwithstanding sectio~ 802.4, a parent, guardian, or 

custodian who met the criteria for deferral of prosecutions of 

chapter 299, under the 1988 Iowa Acts, chapter 1259, section 

7, sha:l not be prosecuted for violations of chapter 299 which 

occurred between May 16, 1988, and July 1, 1989. 

Sec. 36. DEPARTMENTAL STUDY. 

The department of education shall assess the expected 

impact of an increase in the maximum compulsory attendance age 

from sixteen to up to eighteen on increased enrollment of 

sixteen and seventeen-year-olds, and the characterist~cs of 

this population with respect to educational ·and bas1c sk1ll 

level, family support structure, orientation to the 

traditional school curricula, and orientation to alternative 

curricula. 

The department of education shall, by January 1992, do the 

following: 

l. Identify experiences other states have had, and 

educational and social support responses they have ~ade, as a 

result of increas~ng the compulsory attendance age from 

sixteen to eighteen years of age. 

2. Seek to develop program materials that. consider health, 

employment and :raining, and human service needs in addition 

to education needs to assist local districts in serving 

students who are at risk of dropping out of the regular 

schools and programs. 

3. Develop definitions of the terms "at-risk student'' and 

''dropou:'' which are appropriate for students 1n middle and 

high schools anc which will assist districts in ident~fying 

students in need of alternative academic programming. 

4. Develop recommendations regarding alternative 

programming for students who are at risk of dropping out of 

the regular schools and programs. The reco~rnendations shall 

include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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a. Modification of the minimum educational standards 

contained in section 256.11. 

b. Alternative curricula, including competency-based 

instruction. 

c. Alternative ceaching methods, including individualized 

programming. 

d. Alternative options :or graduation. 

The department of educat1on, in coordination with the 

department of human services, the supreme court, the 

department of public health, and the deparcment of empioyment 

services, by July l992, shall build a data base which wil: 

ass1st in the identification of at-risk students and middle 

and high schools within the state having a significant 

population of at-risk students. At-risk character1stics to be 

considered may include, but are not limited to, high levels of 

one or more of the following: be:ow grade level performing 

students, grade retention, school dropouts. school expulsions, 

teen pregnancy, poverty, single parent :amilies, subscance 

abuse, teenage suicides, youth underemployment, juvenile 

delinquency, and chi:d abuse. In building tnis uata base, 

consideration shall be given to protecting the privacy of the 

individual student and limiting the data burden on school 

districts. 

Sec. 37. ALTERNATIVE PROGRA..'!S. 

Alternative options education programs, Eor middle schooc 

and high schoo: students, designed to provide incentives for 

the studencs to remain in school, shall not be s••bject to the 

minimum hours of instruction requirement adopted by the state 

board of education. 

Sec. 38. 

Section 4 and sections 6 through 22 of tnis Act do not 

apply ~o students who have dropped out of school before the 

effective date of this Act. 

Sec. 39. 

r~ any of the provisions of sections 23 through 35 of th:s 

Act or che app:ication thereof to any person is invaiid, the 
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·~ invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions or 

application of this Act which can be given effect without the 

invalid provisions or applicatiorl, and to this end those 

previsions of this Act are severable. 

Sec. 40. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299.15, Code 

1989, are repealed." 

2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the word 

''penalties" the following: ''and applicabi:ity provisions''. 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 

PATRICK DELUHERY, Chairperson PATRICIA HARPER, Chairpersor. 

CHARLES BRONER JANET ADAMS 
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1 Section 1. Section 279.10, subsection 1, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 l. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 
4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

5 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 
6 which the first day of September falls but no later than the 

7 £irst-Mo"day-i"-Beeember September 15. School shall continue 
8 for at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

9 subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

10 year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel 

11 for in-service training and development purposes before the 

12 date to begin elementary and secondary school. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1989, 
14 is amended to read as follows: 

15 The board of directors of each public school district and 

16 the authorities in charge of each nonpublic school shall 

17 prescribe the minimum educational program and an attendance 
18 policy for the schools under their jurisdictions. The minimum 

19 educational program shall be the curriculum set forth in 

20 section 256.11, except as otherwise provided by law. The 

21 board of directors of a public school district shall not allow 

22 discrimination in any educational program on the basis of 

23 race, color, creed, sex, marital status or place of national 

24 origin. 

25 Sec. 3. Section 299.1, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

26 follows: 

27 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS. 
28 ~he Except as provided in section 299.2, the parent, 

29 guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a child who is-ever 

30 seve" has reached the age of six and is under sixtee" eighteen 

31 years of age by September 15, in proper physical and mental 
32 condition to attend school, shall e"re~~ be responsible for 

33 the ehi%d child's attendance in some public school, commencing 

34 as provided under section 279.10. 

35 The board of directors of a public school district or the 
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governing body of an accredited nonpublic school shall set the 

number of days of required attendance for the schools under 

its control. 
~he-board-may,-by-re~e%at±on,-re~a±re-attendanee-~n-the 

pab%ie-~eheo%~-for-the-ent~re-t±me-when-the-~ehee%~-are-±n 

~e~~ien-in-any-~eheo%-year. 

A-ehi%d-~ha%i-attend-an-aeeredited-er-appreved-~ehee%-fer 

at-%ea~t-one-handred-twenty-day~-eaeh-sehoe%-year.--~he 

reqairement-~hai%-be-met-by-attendanee-fer-at-:ea~t-thirty 

days-eaeh-seheo%-~aarter,-er-a-simiiar-distr~bat~en-e£ 

attendanee-throagheat-the-sehee%-year. 

%n-%±ea-of-saeh-attendanee-~aeh-ehiid-may-attend-apen 

eqaivaient-instraet±on-by-a-eertif±ed-teaeher-eisewhere. 

Sec. 4. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 
299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child: 
:,--whe-i~-ever-the-age-ef-fearteen-and-is-regaiariy 

employed• 

% 1. Whose educational qualifications are equal to those 

of pupils who have completed the eighth twelfth grade. 

22 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of 

23 record or judge. 
24 4 3. While attending religious services or receiving 

25 religious instructions. 
26 5 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school 

27 accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.11, 
28 subsection 13. 
29 5. Who is attending private instruction provided by a 
30 certificated teacher for at least one hundred eighty days per 

31 calendar year. A day of private instruction must consist of 
32 at least five and one-half hours of instruction in one twenty-

33 four hour period. 
34 If members or representatives of a local congregation of a 

35 recognized church or religious denomination established for 
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l ten years or more within the state of Iowa prior to July 1, 

2 1967, which professes principles or tenets that differ 

3 substantially from the objectives, goals, and philosophy of 

4 education embodied in standards set forth in section 256.11, 

5 and rules adopted to implement the standards, file with the 
6 director of the department of education proof of the existence 

7 of such conflicting principles or tenets, together with a list 
8 of the names, ages, and post-office addresses of all pupils of 

9 compulsory school age desiring to be exempted from the 

10 compulsory education law and the educational standards law, 

11 whose parents or guardians are members of the congregation or 
12 religious denomination, the director, subject to the approval 

13 of the state board of education, may exempt the members of the 

14 congregation or religious denomination from compliance with 

15 any or all requirements of the compulsory education law and 
16 the educational standards law for two school years. If the 

17 exemption has once been granted, renewal of such exemptions 
18 for each succeeding school year may be conditioned by the 

19 director, with the approval of the state board, upon proof of 
20 achievement in the basic skills of arithmetic, the 

21 communicative arts of reading, writing, grammar, and spelling, 

22 and an understanding of United States history, history of 

23 Iowa, and the principles of American government, by pupils of 

24 compulsory school age exempted in the preceding year, which 

25 shall be determined on the basis of tests or other means of 
26 evaluation selected by the director with the approval of the 

27 state board. The testing or evaluation, if required, shall be 

28 acco~lished prior to submission of the reguest for renewal of 

29 the exemption. Renewal reguests shall be filed with the 
30 director on or before April 15 of the school year preceding 

31 the school 

32 Sec. 5. 

33 follows: 

year for which the applicants desire exemption. 

Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

34 299.3 REPORTS FROM PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 
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e~-the-~ehoot-di~triet-within-whieh-any-private-~ehee%-±~ 

eend~eted On or before the third Friday in September of each 
school year, and at any time when requested in individual 
cases, the principal of ~~eh a nonpublic school shall,-onee 
d~ring-eaeh-~eheoi-year,-and-at-any-time-when-req~e~ted-in 

individ~a%-ea~e~, furnish to ~~en the secretary of the public 
school district, within which the nonpublic school is located, 
a certificate and report in duplicate of the names, ages, and 
number of days attendance of each pupil of ~~en the nonpublic 
school over-~even who has reached the age of six and is under 
~i~teen eighteen years of age, the course of study pursued by 
each ~~eh-enitd the pupil, the texts used, and the names of 
the teachers, during the preceding year and from the time of 
the last preceding report to the time at which a report is 
required. The secretary shall retain one of the reports and 
file the other with the secretary of the area education 

17 agency. 

-18 Sec. 6. Section 299.4, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

• 

19 follows: 
20 299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTION. 

21 The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 
22 child who by September 15 ±~-over-~even has reached the age of 
23 six and is under ~±~teen eighteen years of age, who places the 
24 child under private instruction, not in an accredited or 
25 approved school, shall furnish a report in duplicate, to the 
26 district by the earliest starting date specified in section 

27 279.10, subsection 1. The secretary shall retain and file one 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

copy and forward the other copy to the district's area 
education agency. The report shall state the name and age of 
the child, the period of time during which the child has been 
or will be under private instruction for the school year, an 
outline of the course of study, texts used, and the name and 
address of the instructor. The term "outline of course of 
study" shall include, but is not limited to, subjects covered, 

weekly lesson plans, and time spent on the areas of study. 
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1 Sec. 7. Section 299.5, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR PHYSICAL CONDITION. 

4 The parent, guardian, or custodian of a child who is-o~e~ 

5 seveft has reached the age of six and is under six~eeft eighteen 

6 years of age by September 15, who is physically or mentally 

7 unable to attend school, shall furnish proofs by affidavit as 
8 to the physical or mental condition of the child. 

9 Sec. 8. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

10 follows: 

11 299.6 VIOLATIONS COMMUNITY SERVICE YN-bYEH-6P OR FINE 

12 OR IMPRISONMENT. 

13 Any person who shel:l:-~io:l:e~e violates any of the provisions 

14 of sections 299.1 ~o through 299.5, iftcl:asi~e,-she%:1:-be for a 

15 first offense, is guilty of a simple misdemeanor llftd-~he-eoa~t 

16 shaH. 

17 A first offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment of 

18 up to ten days, which may be suspended, or a fine of up to one 
19 hundred dollars. The court may order the person to perform 

20 not more than forty hours of unpaid community service instead 

21 of any fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second 

22 or subsequent violation is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

23 A second offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 

24 of up to twenty days, which may be suspended, or a fine of up 

25 to five hundred dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The 

26 court may order the person to perform unpaid community service 

27 instead of any fine or imprisonment. 
28 A third or subsequent offense conviction is punishable by 

29 imprisonment of up to thirty days, which may be suspended, or 

30 a fine of up to one thousand dollars, or both a fine and 

31 imprisonment. The court may order the person to perform 

32 unpaid community service instead of any fine or imprisonment. 

33 If a parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

34 child who is truant, has made a good faith effort to comply 

35 with the provisions of sections 299.1 through 299.5, the 
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1 parent, guardian, or custodian shall not be criminally liable 
2 for the child's nonattendance. 

3 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299.6A INVESTIGATION OF TRUANT 
4 CHILDREN. 

5 After a child has accumulated fifteen unexcused absences, 
6 as defined by the board of director's or other governing 

7 body's attendance policy, from school during a school year, 
8 the truancy officer shall report the absences to the county 

9 attorney. The county attorney shall investigate the report 
10 and may file a petition under section 232.87 for a judicial 

11 determination of whether the child is a child in need of 
12 assistance, as defined in section 232.2, subsection 6. 

13 Upon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent, 
14 guardian, or legal or actual custodian for violations of 

15 sections 299.1 through 299.5, the county attorney shall 
16 investigate whether the child is a child in need of assistance 

17 and shall file a petition alleging the facts which bring the 
18 child within the jurisdiction of the court. 

19 Sec. 10. Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
20 follows: 

21 299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED. 
22 Any "Truant" means a child over-seven who has reached the 
23 age of six and is under sixteen eighteen years of age, who is 
24 in proper physical and mental condition to attend school, and 

25 who fails to attend school regularly as provided-in-this 
26 ehapter,-without-reasonabie-exe~se-£or-the-absenee,-shai%-be 

27 deemed-to-be-a-truan~ required by the school board's or school 
28 governing body's attendance policy. 

29 Sec. 11. Section 299.10, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
30 follows: 
31 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS --APPOINTMENT ---€9MPSNSATf9N. 
32 The board of each school district may,-and-in-sehooi 

33 dis~rie~s-having-a-pep~iation-o£-twenty-~housand shall, 

'~·',··.... 
3
3
5
4 appoint a truancy officer. 

';~ fn-distriets-having-~herein-a-eity,-~he The board may 
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1 appoint a member of the police force~ or marshal~ a~-s~eh 

2 o££~eer,-and-other-d±~tr±ct~-may-a~~oint-a-eonstabie ~ 

3 teacher, school official, or other suitable person to serve as 

4 the district truancy officer. 

5 5~ch-o££ieers-shaii-be-~aid-a-reasenabie-eom~ensation-by 

6 the-board. 

7 Sec. 12. Section 299.11, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 299.11 DUTIES OF TRUANCY OFFICER. 

10 The truancy officer shall take into custody without warrant 

11 any apparently truant child and place the child in the charge 
12 of the teacher-±n-char~e-o£-the-~~biie school principal, or 

13 the principal's designee, designated by the board of directors 
14 of the school district in which said the child resides, or of 

15 any ~rivate nonpublic school designated by the ~erson-having 

16 iegai-controi-o£-the-ehiid parent, guardian, or legal or 

17 actual custodian; but if it is other than a public school, the 

18 instruction and maintenance of the child therein shall be 

19 without expense to the school district. 

20 The truancy officer shall promptly institute crimina% 

21 proceedings 
22 of sections 

23 Sec. 13. 

24 follows: 

25 299.15 

against any person violating any of the provisions 
299.1 to through 299.5. 

Section 299.15, Code 1989, ~s amended to read as 

REPORTS BY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

26 All school officers and employees shaii may promptly report 

27 to the secretary of the school corporation any violations of 

28 the tr~aney-iaw attendance policy of which they have 

29 knowledge, and the secretary principal or the principal's 
30 designee shall inform the president of the board of directors 

31 who shall, if necessary, call a meeting of the board to take 
32 such action thereon as the facts justify. 

33 Sec. 14. Section 299.16, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

34 follows: 

35 299.16 FAILURE TO ATTEND, 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

s. F. H.F. 

School officers shall ascertain the number of children e~e~ 

se•e" who have reached the age of six and ~ under s±~tee" 

eighteen years of age, in their respective districts, the 

number of such children who do not attend school, and so far 

as possible the cause of the failure to attend and send copies 
on a biannual basis of a report summarizing their findings to 

the chairpersons and ranking members of the house and senate 
8 standing committees on education. 

9 Sec. 15. Section 299.18, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
10 follows: 

11 

12 

13 
14 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

299.18 EDUCATION -- STATE SCHOOL. 

Children e~e~-se•e" who have reached the age of six and are 

under "±"etee" eighteen years of age and who are so deaf or 
blind or severely handicapped as to be unable to obtain an 

education in the eemmo" schools shall be sent to the proper 
state sehooi-therefor institution, or shall receive 

appropriate special education under chapter 281, unless 

exempted, and any person having such a child under the 

person's control or custody shall see that such child attends 

such sehooi institution or special education during the 

scholastic year. 

22 Sec. 16. Section 299.20, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 299.20 ORDER. 

25 Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section 
26 299.19, the time of hearing shall be determined by the 

27 juvenile court or the district court. If, upon hearing, the 

28 court determines that the person required to appear has the 

29 custody and control of a child who should be required to 

30 attend a state sehooi institution under section 299.18, the 

31 court shall make an order requiring such person to keep such 

32 child in attendance at such seheoi institution. 

33 Sec. 17. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
34 follows: 

• 35 299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHILDREN EXCUSED. 
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1 Attendance at the state institution may be excused when the 

2 superintendent the~ee£ of the institution is satisfied~ that 

3 i~--~hat-the-ehiid-i~-±ft-~~eh-bediiy-er-meftta%-eeftditieft-a~ 

4 te-preveftt-er-render-£~ti%e-attendaftee-at-the-~eheei• 

5 ~---~hat-the-ch±±d-±~-~e-d±~ea~ed-er-pe~~e~~e~-~~e~-haeit~ 

6 a~-to-render-the-ehiid~s-pre~enee-a-menaee-te-the-heaith-er 

7 merai~-o£-ether-p~p±:~. 

8 3.--~hat the child is efficiently taught for the scholastic 

9 year' in a private nonpublic or other school devoted to suer. 

10 instfuction or by a private tutor, or in the b~anehe~-ta~~ht 

11 ift public schools. 
12 Sec. 18. Sections 299.9, 299.13, 299.14, and 299.24, Code 

13 1989~ are repealed. 
14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill changes the compulsory attendance ages to require 
16 children to attend school starting at age six and until they 

17 reach eighteen. Compulsory attendance policy is to be set by 

18 the board of directors of a school district or other governing 

19 or nonpublic body of a private school. The exception to the 

20 compulsory attendance law for fourteen-year-old employed 

21 children is repealed. The section relating to exemptions for 

22 certain religious denominations has been transferred to 

23 section 299.2, and a one-hundred-eighty day, five and one-half 
24 hours of instruction, requirement has been imposed upon 

25 private instruction. Reports from private schools must be 
26 made by the third Friday in September. The penalty for 

27 violation of the compulsory attendance law has been changed to 

28 increasing terms of imprisonment, fines, or community service 

29 instead of fine or imprisonment. Truancy will trigger 

30 investigation by a county attorney and potential child in need 

31 of assistance proceedings. If the parent, guardian, or 
32 custodian is convicted three or more times for violating the 

33 compulsory attendance law, investigation and court proceedings 
34 will follow. A census summary relating to attendance and 

35 school population must be provided to the education standing 
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·- 1 committees of the general assembly. 
' 2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

- 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

• 34 

35 
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