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An Act relating to respiratory and emergency medical care.
3E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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section 1, NEW SECTIONM. 135F.14 CERTIFICATION REQUIRED
- TACEPTIONS.

shall not engage in the practice of respiratory care unless
the perscn has obtained a certificate from the department.

2. This chapter does not prohibit the performance of
respiratory care precedures by a person who ls licensed to
sractice a health protession covered by chapter i47.

3. This chapter does not prohibit the performance cf
resplratory care procedures by a first responder, emergency
rescue technician, emergency medical techniclian-ambuliance,
advanced emergency medical care provider or ciher person
functioning as a member c¢f an ambulance, rescue, or first
response service.,

4. A oerson working i the field of respiratory care on

suiy 1, 1985, may continue to do so without meeting the

certificaticn or continuing educaticn requirements of this
cnapter, but tne person shall not claim to be a "respiratory

care practitioner" or use the letters R.C.P. after the
person’s name.
Sec. 7. Section 135F.1, subsecrtions 1, 3, and 1, Code

1987, are amended to read as Follows:

1 Except as otherwise provided in this section, a perscn

L. "Respiratooy care practitioner™” or "practizioner” means
a2 person who has-gquatrsded qualifies as a vesplranory

. 1 qualilies t L
rheratist Or resplratory fherapy technician., Mersmer-corm

refera-ro-p-peradn-currentiy-werking-tn-the-fieid-nt
Tespiratery-care-who-does-—not-beecoma-certified-undes-naniy
engpters

3. TResplratory therapist" means a respiresory-care
pragtivioner perscn who has successfully completed a

resplratory therapy nraining programy and has passed the
re

gistry examination for respiratory therapists administered
2y v0e rnat:izsnal board for respiratory care and-passed oY a
respiratory therapy certificaticn examinatiocn approved by th
cepariment.  Two years ¢f supervised clinical oxperience :n
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respirato

practice of

acceptable locaticn for ry care, as

described in section 135¢.4, may bpe substituted for the
completion of a respira therapy training program,

4. "Respiratcry therapy technician” means a resniratery

eaze-practitzener person who nas successfully completed a

respiratory thervapy training programs and nas passed the

certification examination for respiratory therapy technicilans

admin:istered by the national board for respiratory care and
naszed or a respiratory therapy technicliang' certification
examination approved by the department. ‘“wo vears of
supervised clinical experience in an acceptabie location

the practice of resgiratory care, as described in secticn

135F.4, may be substituted for the compleiion cf a respirancry
therapy tralning program.
Sec. 3. {35F.2,

15 amended to read as fcllows:

Section unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 987,

a healrth care

"Resplratory care as a prachice” means
proftession, under med:ieaz-direction a medicail director,

emnlnaved 1n the rherapy, nmanagement, rehabilitatic:n,
dragnostic evaluation, and care of patients with deficicncies

and abnormalicies whicn affecs

anangiated aspectis of cardiopulmonary and grher svax
¢ includes a.i of the to
amengded to read as
Z. The establish
racren certification of resplr

e
Che

regrat

at
practitioners and the estab:iishment and colled

*1Mﬂ OF

cercificaticn Iees. The {eeg charged shall be sulficient -o
RN - Fiman . - N S - - s e ed 1
a2l rav o Cae Ssos of adminlistrarion of thio 3 Cnapllh G Al

be deposited wltn the treacsurer of

e
Po3ilt them in tne general

Code 1387, igs




A person who
practitioner and
department may use the
or the letters R.C.P.

the person 15 qualiified

a
ek

regqrscered-w cer

iz entitied Lo

letters thain indicate or

resplrdatory care practitio

represenzaticon, orally or

that

care practitioner.

after

tified vy

use the title or

the person

as a resplratory care

ed-wrth cert1~1ec the

"regpiratory care practitioner”

the person's name t¢ ndlcate that

respiratcry care practiticner

the department. NO Other peroon

iptteors ner Trtlie v

—~
L

imply that

ner, nor

in writing, expres
is a regysterea caorti

A-person-

—anF&n}y—%7~%985-sha}i—ae~p

re-dgesigrate-sr-re

Dractrbronerl-ar-yse-

Sectinn L1373

CONTINUING

July 1, 1988
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Ene year preceding
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may successfuily comp

the certifi
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DPoroprlate t
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ccedure.
147AL%

trained 1n that or

Sec. B, Secrtion

amenged

has comnleted

artment.

147A.1
s
procedure
o be perfcrmed by udwva

advarced EMTs,

EDUCAT]

1989,
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isfacrory

renewa.
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continuing edicanlion

Tn iiey of rhe

o

iete

catlon examination.,
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3. H“Bagre-zZmed "IZmergency medical technician-ambulance"

means an individual whe-haa-zatisfacsoriiy-ecompleted-che
United-States-departmenc-cf-transpoertationis-prescrrbed-conrse

tor-bastec-EMPs;-as-modrfred-£for-this-state;-and-andepted-by

suie-by-the-soard certified as provided in section 147.%,
ot

suosection 11, but who s n certified to pertform any of the

M
1.

procedures listed 1n subsection
Sec. 9. Section 147a.1, Code 1987, is amended by adding
rthe fellowlng new subsection afrser subsection 3 and

renumbering the subsequent subsections:

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. “Advanced first responder™ means an
:ndividual certified as prov:ded in secrion 147.1, subsection
9, who is also trained and certified by the board to use an

automated externas
t

Sec. 10. Scc

efibrillataor.

4

d
ion 147A.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as
foliocws:

I47A .4 RULEMAKXING AUTHORITY.
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i. The department snall adupt rules

oy thig chapter pertalning to the operaticn o ambulance

0

aervices, #and rescue squad gservices, and firs: regponse
-

services which have received aurhOrlzdrion under 3807 1on
SYFALD o utilize the services of certifred advanced firse

rrsponders, advanced E¥Ts

cnalude, but need not be

onysiclan superw.sion, necessary equipnent and stafting, and

reporting by ambulance services, ard resaue aguad services,

Fir
RS

™
or

v

Y
an réspog;g services which have received the

autnorizatlion pursuant o seczion I47A.5.
he beard snall adopt rules required or autnorized by
“hig chapter per:talning o the examination and cectificaticn

st resvonders, advanced MTs, and paramedics.

! inciude, nuf need nct be limited to,

TEQUITCNEeNTS CONCRINing prerequislites, training, and

cxperience for advanced first responders, advanced ZMTs, and

e
varamedics and procedures [or determining when ndividedais
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have mel these requirements.

ihe board shall establish the fee for the examination of

the advanced first respooders, advanced EMTs, and paramedices
o cover the administrative costs of the examinatlon progran.

Sec. lLl. Section 147A.5, subsections )} and 3, Code 1987,
are arended o read as follows:

L. An ambulance service, or rescue squad service, or firsy

io

$ponse service in this state regatarty-engaged-in

sransposroing-patrentss that desires to provide advanced

[0

emergency medical ca before or during the transportationy of

Zrtablish a program utilizing certified advanced first

responders, advanced EMTs, cor paramedics for celivery of tie
care at the scene of an emergency, during transportanicn o o
neswrial, or while in the nespital emergency department, and

r

.1
t
n

unttt L care s directly assumed by & nshysician or Sy authordl

BosLlbal personneli.

3. The departiment ray deny an applicat.ion Ioc
aunnaarizalien to o 2stablish 4 program artiiizing the serviges of
cesliired advanced [irst resooaders, advanced TMTs, or
paramedics, or way olace oo grobat.ion, Susdond, o0 COvoRs
crLsTlng anthorlzaetion Lf fthe department finds rsanon 5o

adeguate pratection Zor the public. The dental or pericd ol
1

provatlon, 1, Or revocation shatl
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be eftfected and may
be appealed as provided by section 17
Sex. 12. Section L47A.6, Code 198

. 18 amended btz read as
CLILoWws:

i47A.6 ADVANCED FIRST RESPONDER, ADVANCED EMT, AND
PARAMEDIC CERTIFICATES -- RENEWAL.

i.  The board, upon application and receipt of the
prescribed fee, snall issue & certificate antesting to the

guaiifications 5% an individual who bas met ali of =re
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requirements fo
paramedic certificatlon estaollshea by the rules promulqated
under section 147A.4, subsection 2.

2. An advanced flrst responder, advanced EMT, Or paramedic

certificate is valld for the multiyear per:od determined by
the bcard, unless sooner suspended cr revcked. The
certificate shall be renewed upon application of the hoider
and receipt of the prescribed fee if the holder has
satisfactorily completed continuing medical education prograns
as reguired hy rule.

Sec. 13. Section 147A.7, subsection 1, unnuunbered
naragraph 1, Code 1987, is amended tc read as follows:

Trhe board may deny an application for lssuance or renewva.

of an advanced {irst respcnder, advanced EMT, <or paramedic

certificate, or suspend or revcke the certificate when it
finds that the applicant or certificate holder .5 guilty of
any of the following acts or cffensec:

Sec. 14. Section [47A.7, subsecticon o, paragrapns j and kK,

Code 1987, are anended =0 read as follows:

3, Yiolating a statute 2f thig stare, another state, or
the tntted States, without regard te .us designat.on as erther

o telony 9r misdemeaner, which relates Lo the practice oIoan

advanced first responder, advanced EMT, ~r paramedlc. A oony

~f +he reccord of conviction cr piea of gullty 13 cong,us:ive

eviderce of the violatnion.

x. FHaving certificaticn to prac:tice as an gdvanced f:rg'

responder, advanced IZMT, or paramedic revoxed or suspendad,

r
having other discinlinary action ta<en by a licens:ing or
£ £ another state, rtervitorv, or country.

o)
Acertifii od copy ©f the recsrd or orader =L susn
1

=
Sec. 15. Section 147A.8, Code 19387, is amended t2 reac an

I47A.8 AUTHORITY OF CERTIVIEZD ADVANCCZD ©lHST RIS20NIZE,
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ADVANCED EMT, R PARAMEDIC.

so o paramedic

An advanced firstc regponde:, advanced

proverly certified under this chapter may:
Ronger advanced emergency medical gare, cogcue, and

lifesaving services in these areas for which the advanced

csh responder, advanced EMT, or paramedic is certified, o=

—

detined and approved in accordance with the ruies 5t the
board, at the scene of an emergency, 4during LransHorLation

4 housp-tal cr while in the hospital e

=3
]
—~
O

e
until care s dirvectly assumed by a physiclan or oy authorized

oL Imploved by or assigned fo g hosplbtan o3 oa member of
auTtnorized ambulance service, ST orescue squas, oroolrst

P o - - = PR e e e
renonse 3ervice, Lonr prehesgital care, by orendecing
|5

Slfeocaving sa2rvices in the facillty in which canpioyed or
assigned pursaant to the advanced {rso ovesponder s, advanas
T¥MT L, or paramedic’s certirrcation ond under tne ddlroes
supervision of a physiclan or reglstered nerse. wher the

Mvsicran or reglsiered nurse cannot dlrectly azsumne emergence

care or the patient, the advanced flran regsonder, advaneed

o

ZMT, or paramedlc may perform witncul direct sipervis on
advanced emergency medical cace procedures Sov wnlion thar
individual s certified if in the judg

registered nurse the life of the patient is in lnmadiaste

canger and such care is reqguired to preserve -he panient's

.
response serv.ce for prehcspital c¢

crocedures for which these 1ndividuals have been -raiae

h
L)
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a writren job descriptlen. Such

oroceduyres

are des:gnated in

may be performed after the patient is observed by and when the

advanced first responder, advanced EMT, or pavamedic ig under

the supervision of the physician or registered nurse and where

the procedure may be 1mrediately abandoned without risk Lo the
patlent,
Sec. 16. Section 147A.1¢, Code 1987, 1is amended to read as
foilows:
147A,10 EXgMPTIONS FROM LIABILITY IN

CIRCUMSTANCES.

CTRTAIN

1. A physic:an or physician's designee who gives corders,

either directly or via communications eguipment from some
sther polnt, te an apprepriately certified advanced firset
responcer, advanced EMT, or paramedic at the scere of an
emergency, and an appropriately cectified advanced first
responder, advanced EIMT, or paramedic Iollicwing the crders,
are not suopject o criiniral iflability by reascn of having

and

relating to the 1ssuance Cr

executed tne orders, are not 1iable for civil

1520ed o7

damnages cmlssions

)
=3
3
L
Prs
—
2
3
n

executLicn uniess the acts or
constitute

?
phvsiclian, 2h

7. A ysiclan's designee, advancea £irst
respender, advanced LEMT, or paramedic shall noet be subject co
civil llapiliny s52lely by reason of faiture to oblaln consent

rendering emergency medical, surgicali, hospital or

kealth services tc anv individual, regardliess of age, when the
patieat i3 unable Utc give consent for any reasoun and t“here 1o

sen reascnably avallable who it legally authorized

f such care.

9]

cmissicn of any appr

u
r

onsent to the prcviding
c
d

certified advanced first responder, advanced HMT, cr paramed:io
wnlle rendering advanced emergency medicai care under the
responsivle supervision and centrol of a physician to a pecwon
wnc g dee ! be in immed:ate danger of sericgay
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the certified advanced first responder, edvanced EMY, or

4=

parainedic, the supervising physician, or any hospiral, or upon
the state, or any county, city or otnher political subdivision,
or the employees of any of these entities; provided that this
section shall not relieve any person cof liapility for civil
danages for any act of commission or omission which

tes recklessness.

Sec. 17. Section 147A.11, Code 1987, is amended to read as

l. Any person not certitied as required by this chapter

who claims to be an advanced first responder, advanced EMT, or

& paramedic, ¢r who uses any other term to 1ndicate Or implw

chat the persen 15 an advanced first respender, advanced LMT,

or a paremedic, ar who acts as an advanced first responder,

advanced EMT, or a paramed.c withouf having cbiained the

L

appropriate certificate under this chapte

class "D" telony.

2. Aa owner of an unauthorized ambulance service, or

or first response service 1n this stane

reseue Sguac service

r

whay operanes or npurports to operate an aubtnorizead ambulance
SRrVLCS, Sr resoiie sQuad gervrees Service, orf DLrsn response

SETTILOE, O WhO Usnes aily herm to indicate or impily suct
aurherizatrion withous having cbtained the appropriare
authorizat_on uncer this chapter, 1S gulity of & alass "D
feicny.

3. Any person who imparts or ocnvevs, or causes o be
imparted or conveyed, or attempis LG impart or convey taise
information concerning the need for assistance of an ambulance

service, ¢ a rescue squad service, or a first response

secvice, or ¢f any personnel or equipment thereof, knowing

crmaticn to be false, is guilty of a serious

isdemeanor.,
Sec. 18. Section 117A.12, subsection 1, Code 1987, 1is .

anended t read as [ollows:

-G -
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1. This chap:ter does not restrict a registered nurse,
e

[COT

Ticensed pursuant to chapter 152, from staffing an authorized
ambulance service, or rescue squad service, provirded or fivs:

response service if the registered nurse can document

[V 2 IR VO

cgulvalency through education and additional skills training
esgential in the dellvery of prehospital energency care. Th
equivalency shall be accepted when:

a. Documentaticn has been raviewed and approved at the

local level by the medical director cf the ambulance, er

[

rescue squad service, or first regponse service in accordance

with the rulesg of the board of nursing developed jsintly with

}-2

b O W C

-
oW

the board of medical examiners.
0. Authorizaticn has been granted tc that ambuiance, or

rescue squad service, ©r tirst response service ny bthe

Ter

15 council.
16 sec. 19. Secticn 258A.1, subksection 1, Code Supplement
17 1987, is amended by adding the tclio

wing new paragrapn:
g

MEW PARAGRAPH. «. The Iowa departmeant of public health in

s
[ae]

-

certifying respiratory care practiticorers pursuant o chaptar

135¥F,

Yo

13
fen TN o

LANATION

)
Pt

oM
- R

W
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This bill rev.ses chapter 133

DUOVISICNS, 4 perscon ccdid not ongage in the practice of

Vo

o ~3
£ W]
5

regpiratory care uniogs the person has obLained a corvtoficate

'y from the Iowe department of public health. However,
26 exempticns are provided for perssns licensced in ancther neai'n
27 profession and for persons whoe were working o othe fieid Ll

2N )
o Ve I ¢+ « BN

t
resplrarory care cn Jualy 1, 1985.

Lo}

The bill also changes the examination requirement 3¢ ~“ha. &

Led

person need not have passed both a naticnal ard a state

el
b

examinatlion to guailify as a resgpliratory care practioioner.

ssage of either rthe naticnal or the state examination would

wd
(VI N

be Eficient.

L
—h

su
Regulrements for the submissicn 0f evidence 2f c¢ontinuing
Ca

ediucation would be deferred from July !, 1988 o July 1, 198y,

=
WAl




: The b1l also defines "advanced [irst responder" and

includes advanced first responders under the provisions of

[V S

Code cnapter 147A, which relates to advanced energency medical

care.

ey

rurther, the bill makes applicable tc the certificationr of

Gy N

respiratory care practitioners the requirements of chaprer

~J

258A of the Code relating to continuing education and
dlsclpilnary and other procedures with respect to prcofessiona:

anc occupational licensing, certification, and registration,

19 L o

— "STATE OF IOWA
EILED APR 141988 LSB No. 47955
FIiSCAL NOTE Staff ID. RRS

SENATE FILE 2332

In compliance with 2 vritten request received April 7, 1988, a fiscal note for
SENATE FILE 2332 i3 hereby submitted pursuaant to Joint Rule 17. Data used in
developing this fiscal note ere availabie from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau

to members of the Legislature upon rcquest.

Senate File 2332 requires a person engaged in respiratory care to be certified
by the Department of Public Health (CPH), defines continuing education and

disciplinary procedures for respiratocy care practitioners, and defines
advanced first responders as related to the advanced Emergency Medical Care

Program.

ASSUMPTION:

l. A fee would be charged to those seeking respiratory care licensure. .This
money would be deposited in the Ceneral Fund and expenditures would be
appropriated cthrough che DPH. The goal of each board in DPH is to be

self-supporting.

" FY 1989 FY 1990
REVENUE
General Fund $12,500 512,500
EXPENDITURES
Administrative Costs $ i} $ 0
NET BEPECT $12,500 §122500

Source: Depariment of Public Health Cj) (ffjéi::j:) RRS)
ZM /Z/l«z:é

Fiscal Director
Legxslatx;?/fxsc 1 Bureau
P

Date:

- clct 724,




