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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the destruction and retention of court 

2 reporters' notes and certified transcripts in civil and 

3 criminal proceedings. 

4 BElT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

25 

SENATE FILE 2258 

S-5218 

1 Amend Senate File 2258 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 25, the 
3 following: 
4 "NEW PARAGRAPH. i. Court files, as provided by 
5 rules prescribed by the supreme court, ten years after 
6 final disposition in civil cases, or ten years after 
7 expiration of all sentences in criminal cases. For 
8 purposes of this paragraph, "purging" means the 
9 removal and destruction of documents in the court file 

10 which have no legal, administrative, or historical 
11 value. Purging shall be done without reproduction of 
12 the removed documents. For purposes of this 
13 paragraph, "civil cases" does not include divorce, 
14 dissolution of marriage, child support, or paternity 
15 cases, or juvenile, mental health, probate, or 
16 adoption proceedings." 

S-5218 
F.iled Ma;:rch 3, 1988 
ud.~ .3 '/0 (I- 738') 

BY RICHARD VARN 
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S.F. ~~SIH.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.8103, subsection 4, paragraph a, 

2 Code 1987, is amended to read a's follows:-

3 a. Records including, but not limited to, eoe~e~~, 

. 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

4 journals, scrapbooks, and files ±neitld±ng-eotlr~-reper~er~~ 

no~e~, forty years after final disposition of the case . 

However, judgments, decrees, stipulations, records in criminal 

proceedings, probate records, and 6Fders of court shall not be 

destroyed unless they have been reproduced as provided in 

subsection 2. 

10 

11 

Sec. 2. Section 602.8103, subsection 4, Code 1987, is 

amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 

12 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Court reporters' notes and certified 

13 transcripts of those notes in civil cases, ten years after 

15 

16 

17 

18 

14 final disposition of the case. For purposes of this section, 

"final disposition" means one year after dismissal of the 

case, after judgment or decree without appeal, or after 

procedendo or dismissal of appeal is filed in cases where 

appeal is taken. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
.F,,?/q? 

NEW PARAGRAPH. h. Court reporters' notes and certified 

transcripts of those notes in criminal cases, ten years after 

dismissal of all charges, or ten years after the expiration of 

all sentences imposed or the date probation is granted, 

whichever later occurs. For purposes of this subsection 

"sentences imposed" include all sentencing options pursuant to 

section 901.5. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

EXPLANATION 

This bill provides that court reporters' notes and 

transcripts may be destroyed ten years after final disposition 

of a case or after dismissal of all charges or expiration of 

all sentences. Current law provides that these notes may not 

be destroyed until forty years after final disposition of the 

case. Dockets are not to be destroyed until after they are 

33 reproduced as provided under subsection 2 of section 602.8103. 

34 SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2214 (LSB 827lSC) 
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Passed Senate, Date .J I' ,/ 77#1' 
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Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

Da te ~t"/'y? (t, 1< 7$-' 
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~?O Na ys --"-,, ___ _ 

1 An Act relating to the destruction and retention of court 

2 reporters' notes and certified transcripts in civil and 

3 criminal proceedings. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

I 

1 

I 

] 

I 

STATE OF IOWA 

FILED MA.R 1 0 1988 F I seA L NOT E 
REQ. BY SENATOR DOYLE SE~ATE FILE 2258 

LS8 No. 82715 
Staff 10 . ...:SA=l,--_ 

In compliance with a written ~eque.t received Karch 2, 1988, a fisc£l note for 
SEHAT! PILE 2258 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Data used in 
developing this fiscal note ere available from the Legislative Fiscal Bure3C 
to ~ber8 of the Legistature upon request. 

Senate File 2258 ~rovide6 that court repo~,gr's notes and tran.cr:pts may be 
destroyed ten years after final disposition of a C~ge or after ~ismi9sel of 
all charges o~ expiration of all sentences. Current law provides that chese 
notes may not be destroyed until forty years after final di8posi~i~n ci the 
caSe. Dockets are not to be destroyed ~til after they are reprod~ced as 
provided under Section 602.8103(2), Code of Iowa. 

Fiscal Effect 

Tbe proposed legislati~D has DO fiscal effect. -, 

Source: Judicial Department (1 (LSB 8271S, SAL) 

~ca~ ~ Fi oeal Di rector 
Legislative Fiscal ~reau 

Date: S lift> '6 
7 
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S.P. ~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.8103, subsection 4, paragraph a, 

2 Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Records including, but not limited to, doe~et~, 

4 journals, scrapbooks, and files ~ne±~din9-eOtlrt-~e~orterei 

5 nete~, forty years after final disposition of the case. 

6 However, judgments, decrees, stipulations, records in criminal 

7 proceedings, probate records, and orders of court shall not be 

8 destroyed unless they have been reproduced as provided in 

9 SUbsection 2. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 602.8103, subsection 4, Code 1987, 1S 

11 amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 

12 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Court reporters' notes and certified 

13 transcripts of those notes in civil 

14 final disposition of the case. For 

cases, ten years after 

purposes of this section, 

15 "final disposition" means one year after dismissal of the 

16 case, after judgment or decree without appeal, or after 

17 procedendo or dismissal of appeai is filed in cases where 

18 appeal is taken. 

19 NEW PARAGRAPH. h. Court reporters' notes and certified 

20 transcripts of those notes in cr:minal cases, ten years after 

21 dismissal of all charges, or ter. years after the expiration of 

22 all sentences imposed or the date probation is granted, 

23 whichever later occurs. For purposes of this subsection 

24 "sentences imposed" include all sentencing options pursuant to 

25 section 901.5. 

26 NEW P&~GRAPH. i. Court files, as provided by rules 

27 prescribed by the supreme court, ten years after final 

28 diSposition in civil cases, or ten years after expiration of 

29 all sentences in criminal cases. For purposes of this 

30 paragraph, ·purging" means the removal and destruction of 

31 documents in the court file which have no legal, 

32 administrative, or historical value. Pursing shall be done 

33 ,without reproduction of the removed documents. For purposes 

34 of ~W= paragraph, "ciVil c;;"ses· oo;;"s. not l,nclude divorce" 

35 d<i.~.9,lution of maL.Jj.e.ge, child suoport.:.._ o~d'_aternl..!)·=c.a~es.;,,_-,?,I~ 
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juvenile, 

S.F. ~;i H.F. 

mental health, probate, or adoetion eroceedings. 
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1 An Act relating to the destruction and retention of court 

2 reporters' notes and certified transcripts in civil and 

3 criminal proceedings. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.8103, subsection 4, paragraph a, 

2 Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. Records including, but not limited to, eee~et~7 

4 journals, scrapbooks, and files %ne%~din~-ee~rt-re~erter~~ 

5 nete~, forty years after final disposition of the case. 

6 However, judgments, decrees, stipulations, records in criminal 

7 proceedings, probate records, and orders of court shall not be 

8 destroyed unless they have been reproduced as provided in 

9 subsection 2. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 602.8103, subsection 4, Code 1987, is 

11 amended by adding the following new paragraphS: 

12 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Court reporters' notes and certified 

13 transcripts of those notes in civil cases, ten years after 

14 final disposition of the case. For purposes of this section, 

15 "final disposition" means one year after dismissal of the 

16 case, after judgment or decree without appeal, or after 

17 procedendo or dismissal of appeal is filed in cases where 

18 appeal is taken. 

19 NEW PARAGRAPH. h. Court reporters' notes and certified 

20 transcripts of those notes in criminal cases, ten years after 

21 dismissal of all charges, or ten years after the expiration of 

22 all sentences imposed or the date probation is granted, 

23 whichever later occurs. For purposes of this subsection 

24 "sentences imposed" include all sentencing options pursuant to 

25 section 901.5. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill provides that court reporters' notes and 

28 transcripts may be destroyed ten years after final disposition 

29 of a case or after dismissal of all charges or expiration of 
30 all sentences. Current law provides that these notes may not 

31 be destroyed until forty years after final disposition of the 

32 case. Dockets are not to be destroyed until after they are 

33 reproduced as provided under SUbsection 2 of section 602.8103. 

34 

35 
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SF.tJA'U: FlU: 22S8 

AN ACT 
REr.h'J'ING TO THE DESTRUCTION AND RE:TENTION 01' COURT REPORTE'RS' 

NO'l'£S AND CERTIFIED TRANSCRIPTS IN CIVlL AND CRIM.INAI. 
PROC£EDINGS. 

SE IT £NACTl-;O Hi' THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Of THY. STATE 01' IOWA: 

S~ction 1. Section 602.8101. subsection 4. paragraph d. 

Code 1987. is amended to read as (ollows: 

<\. Records including. but not 1 imited to. doeket:~'1 

journals, scrapbooks. and files ~neibdtnq-c~b~t-r~ro~ter3A 

"Ot~5, forty years after (inal disposItion of the case. 
HowE.'ver. judgments, decrees, stipulations. records in criminal 

proceedings. probatn records. and orders of court shall not be 
d~slroyed unless they have been reproduced as provided in 
subsect ion 2. 

Sec. 2. Section 602.8103. subsection 4, Code 1987, is 

amended by adding the following new paragraphs: 

~~_~~~.~GRAPH. g. Court fe-porters' note-s and certified 
transcripts of tl10se notes in civil cases, ten y~.;us .lfter 

fin,ll disposition of the case. For purpos~s of this 5(>ction. 

"final disposit ion" means one year after dismissal of the 
cas~, after jud~ment or decree .... ithout apPtHJl, or .1fte-r 

procedendo or dismissal of appeal is filed in cases where 
appeal is taken. 

~~.E~RAGRA~'.!. h. Court reporters' notes and cert i ned 
transcripts of those not~s in crininal cases, ten years after 

dismissal of all char~es. or ten years aftnr the E.'xpiration of 
,111 sentences i.mposed or the dat.e probation is qrolnled. 

whichever later occurs. for purposes of this subser.tion 

"sentences imposed" include all sentencing options pursuant to 

section 901.S. 

Sen,He F'il~ nse. p. 'I 

NEW PARA~~~_~. 1. Court fil~s. ,1S provided by rule::> 

prescribed by the supr4!'tne court. t,en years .lfter final 
disposition in civil c~ses. or ten y~ars after expiration of 

~11l sentencps in criminal cases. ~'or purposes o( this 

paraqraph, "purging" Illeans the removal and destruction of 

documents in the COUft filp. which have no legal. 
administrative, or historic,,"l value. Purging Sh.lll be donl" 

without reproduction o( thE.' r~moved docurttE.'nts. ror purposes 
of this paragrdph, "civil c.Jses" does not include divorce. 

dissolution of mal'riage. child support. or paternity cas~s, or 
juvenile, mental health, probate, or adoption proceedings. 

JO ANN Z I HMERHAN 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AV£NSON 

Speaker of. the House 

I herpby cl~rtify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate ril~ 2158. Seventy-second General Assembly. 

APP'OV.d~ 

1'f.RR'i E. DHANSTAO 

Governor 

JOHN F. O';.olYF.R 

Secretary of the Senate 
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