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Act providing for the regulation of dangerous and potentially 

dangerous dogs, and providing penalties relating to all dogs. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ~SSEMBLY Of THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. NEW SECT lON. 3518.l D~FI~ITIONS. 

2 As used ln this chapter, ~nless :he context ot~erw:se 

3 requires: 

!'Animal control QEflce~t' meatlS d persOll employed, 

5 cO[l:racted w~~h, or appci~ted by ~ county or city for ~~e 

6 puro0se of aiding in ttle ento~cement of t~is chapter or any 

7 other l~w or ordinance ~elat~ng ~o t~e classi~icdtion, 

8 r~~istration, control, seizu~e, or ~mpoundm&nt of animdis, 

9 includi~g dogs. 

'..0 2 . "!)allgerous dog'! neans any of the following: 

1.1 a. A dog which witho,,;. ?rcvccct".:'on has i:~tlicced ser:ous 

:2 injllry upon a person. 

t~ dog which without provvcati.on r:as ki.1led a comest_~c 

1 . 1!~mpOllndedll means cC:lfined in a tins ~o~nd ciS de~ined ~ .. 

~6 seer ion 162.2, subsectior1 1. 

'. '1 "OW!ler" means a person, as def~ned ~~ ~?ct~~n 4.1, 

:8 sllbsec:ion ~3, which owns, keeps, or harbors ~ dog. 

19 ~ . I'Fotencially dangerouR any 

2fJ a. 

21 domestic a~imals withou~ prQvoca~ion. 

22 A dog which without 9rovocation chases oc approucnes 

23 persons upon public or private proper~y in a ~enaci=~g fashio!l 

24 or dpparen: attitude of attdck. 

25 c. A dog which has a know:I propensity or disposl:ion ~o 

26 attack without provocdtion alld to cause i~]ury to persons or 

21 domestic animals. 

28 G. "Proper enclosure" means a secure:y enclosed and !ocked 

29 pen or structllre, suitable to prevent the en::y of young 

30 chi,ldren dI:d designed ~8 preven: ~he escape cf dnimals, 

Ji inciudi~g dogs. 

32 7. "Provocation" means tormenting, abusing, or assaulting 

33 a dog. 

34 8. "Serious injury" means a phYSical inJury which results 

35 in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations requiring mllltiple 
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1 sutures or cosmetic surgery. 

2 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 3513.2 REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. 

3 l. An owner of a potentially dangerous dog or dangerous 

4 dog shall register the dog with the appropriate animal control 

5 officer. The animal control officer shall issue to the owner 

6 upon registration a certificate of registration for the dog. 

7 The animal control officer may assess annually a fee for 

8 registration to defer the costs of administration of this 

9 chapter. The animal control officer shall not register a dog 

10 unless the owner signs a statement attesting that the owner, 

lIon Or before the effective date of the registration 

12 certificate for which the application is made, will comply 

13 with applicable requirements of 

14 the dog is a dangerous dog, the 

this chapter. In addition, if 

owner must sign a statement 

15 that the owner is specifically in compliance with the 

16 requirements of section 3518.3. The animal control officer 

.. ~87 shall file the informatlon for l.mmediate access. 

,.., ~ 2. It shall be unlawful for an owner to keep or harbor a 

19 potentially dangerous dog or dangerous dog in this state 

20 without a valid certificate of registratlon issued pursuant to 

21 this chapter. 

22 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 351B.3 0ANGEROUS DOGS. 

23 The owner of a dangerous dog shall comply with all of the 

24 following: 

2S 1. The owner shall display at least one sign on the 

26 owner's premises which is visible upon enterillg the premises 

27 and provides reasonable warning that a dangerous dog is on the 

28 premises. The sign shall inc~ude a symbol warning children of 

29 the presence of the dog. 

30 2. The owne~ shall maintain liabil~ty insurance or a 

31 surety bond in the amount of 

32 covering any personal 

dangerous dog. 

injury 

at least fifty thousand dollars, 

which may be caused by the 

33 

34 3. The owner shall maintain a proper enclosure for the 

3S dangerous dog on the property where the dog is ~ept, and the 
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1 enclosure shall always be locked when it confilles the dog. 

2 The owner shall confine the dog in the proper enclosllre. :t 

3 is unlawful for an owner to maintain a dangerous dog on 

4 premises which do not have a proper enclosure. It 1S unlawful 

5 for an owner to allow a dangerc~s dog outside of the proper 

6 enclosure u~less the dog is securely muzzled and restcained 

7 with a strong leash. not exceeding eight feet in length. which 

8 is attached to a substantial collar or harness, and unless Lhe 

9 dog is under the direct control alld supervision of a pecsoll 

10 competent to restrain the dog. The collar oc harness a~d the 

11 muzzle shall be applied in a manlIer that will not cause injury 

12 to :he dcq or interfere wi~h the dog s vision or respiration. 

13 but will prevent the dog from biting any person Or domestcc 

l4 animal. 

15 4. The owner shall not!~y the animal control officer or a 

-L6 .local jaw enforcement oEfice~ i:mnediately ':'f t!)e dangerous Gog 

17 is ~oose, is unconfined, has attacked another anima:, O~ tlas 

18 attacked a person. If the dog has been los~ or stolen or has 

19 died. the owner shall immediately notify the animal ccn:rc~ 

20 off~cer. if the dog has been sold or given away, t~le owner 

21 shall. within twenty-four ho~rs. notify the animal corltrol 

22 officer of :he name. address. and telephone number of the new 

23 owner of the dog. 

24 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 351B.4 POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS DOGS. 

25 The cwner of a poten:ially dangerous dog shall notify the 

26 animal control officer or a lccal law enforcement officer 

27 immediately if the dog has attac~ed another anImal or a 

28 pe!"son. If the dog has been sold cr given away. the owner 

29 shall, with~n twenty-four ho~rs, ~otify the animal control 

30 of~icec o~ the name. address. arId telephone nu~ber of the ~ew 

31 owner of ~he dog. 

32 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 351B.5 EXCEPTIONS. 

33 A violation of this chapter does not occur if any of the 

34 following apply: 

3S 1. A dog attacks a person following immediate or prior 
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provocation of the dog by that person. 

2. A dog attacks a person who is committing or attempting 

to commit a criminal offense. 

3. A dog is trained to assist law enforcement officers, 

and the dog is on duty and under the control of an officer 

competent to control the actions of the dog. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 351B.6 CLASSIFICATION. 

1. The animal control officer may determine whether a dog 

has engaged in 

dangerous dog. 

the behavior of a dangerous or potentially 

The determination shall be based upon an 

investigation that includes observation of the dog's behavlor 

by the animal control officer or another person who has 

13 witnessed the dog's behavior and who has signed a written 

14 statement attesting to the observed behavior. 

15 2. The animal control officer shall give the dog's owner 

16 written notice of the dog's classification as a "dangerous 

17 dog" or "potentially dangerous dog" . The notice shall be 
18 glven either by personal service or by certified mail and 
19 shall set forth :he specific behavior of the dog upon which 
20 the classification is based. The notice shall set Eorth, in 
21 addition, the restrictions and penalties which might apply 

22 pursuant to this chapter and any dlrections for impoundment 

23 applicable to the dog by reason of its classification. 

24 3. If the animal control officer finds that a dog is a 

25 dangerous or potentially dangerous dog, the owner shall compLy 

26 with any restrictions specified in the notice pending 

27 completion of all appeals. If the owner fails to comply wi~h 

28 such restrictions, the owner is guilty of a serious 

29 misdemeanor and ~he animal control officer may impound the 

30 dog. The owner of the dog shall be llable for the cost of ~he 

31 dog's impoundment. 

32 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 351B.7 HEARING AND APPEAL. 

33 1. The county board of supervisors of each county and the 

34 council of a city shall appoinl a person to 

35 officer to hear disputes arising under this 
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, ow~e~ of 2 dog denies that the behavior in questio~ Qccurred, 

2 or contends that the classification is otherwise unjustified, 

3 the owner may appeal the decision of the anima~ control 

4 officer to the hear1ng off1cer. ~he appeal may be initiated 

5 by :i1ing, within ten days a:ter the notice was mailed oc 

6 personally served, a written request with the animal control 

7 officer for a hearing. 

8 2. The hearing officer shall hold a public hearing on the 

9 appeal of the classification. ~he owner and any other person 

to having relevant evidence in the matter shall be allowed to 

11 testify. 

!2 3. The hearing officer shall determine whether behavlor 

13 justifying the classification ~n q~estion was exhibited by che 

14 dog, and, if it was, whether the classi[icatioIl Is ottlerw~se 

1S unjustified. Upon conclusion of the hea~i!~g, the ~ea!iIlg 

16 officer shall issue an order containing the heari~g officer's 

17 determination as to the classification, which shall be a ~inal 

.:.8 order. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 3518.8 PENALTIES -- DANGEROUS, 

2~ POTENTIALL·! DANGEROUS, AND OTHER DOGS. 

21 A dangerous dog shall be i~~ediately conEiscated by the 

22 animal co~trol officer if any of the ~cllcwing apply: 

23 a. The dog IS not validly registered u~de[ this chapter. 

24 b. The owner has not assured the an1mal control officer of 

25 the owner's financial responsibility as required under section 

26 3518.3, subsection 2. 

27 c. The dog :s not maintained in a proper enclosure. 

28 d. The dog is outside the proper enclosure, unmuzzled, a~d 

29 not under the physical restrain~ o~ a competent person. 

30 If. any of ~.he condit':ons under paragraphs :t'-1", "bit, "e", :)~ 

31 "d" are prese~t, the owner is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

32 7.. The owner of any dog that attacks and causes injury to 

33 a person, if the dog has not previously been declared 

34 potentially dangerous or dangerous, is guilty of a serious 

35 misdemeanor. 
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1 3. The owner of any dog that attacks 

2 a person, if the dog has previously been 

and causes injury to 

declared potentially 

3 dangerous or dangerous, is guilty of an aggravated 

4 misdemeanor. 

5 4. The owner of any dog that attacks and causes serious 

6 injury or death to a person, whether the dog has previously 

7 been declared potentially dangerous or dangerous, is guilty of 

8 a class "0" felony. In addition, the dog shall be immediately 

9 confiscated by the animal control officer, placed in 

10 quarantine for the proper length of time, and thereafter 

11 euthanatized in an expeditious and humane manner. 

12 EXPLANATION 

13 The bill creates a new chapter tentatively numbered 3518. 

14 which provides for registration and confinement of dangerous 

15 and potentially dangerous dogs, and procedures to be followed 

16 and penalties to be incu,red in the event of violations of the 

17 bill's provisions. 
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