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A BIll FOR 

, ' 1 An Act relating to the starting date for schools. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. c1d.31 H.f. 

1 Section 1. Section 279.10, subsections 1 and 4, Code 1987, 

2 are amended to read as follows: 

,3 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

5 shall begin no sooner than a day during the palendar week in 

6 which the first day of September falls and shall continue for 

7 at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

8 subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

9 year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel 

10 for in-service training and development purposes before the 

11 date to begin elementary and secondary schaal. 

12 4. The director of the department of education may grant a 

13 request made by a board of directors of a school district 

14 stating its desire to commence classes for regularly 

15 established elementary and secondary schools befere-tne-f~r~t 

16 day-ef-Septemher prior to the starting date specified in 

17 subsection 1. A request shall be based upon the determination 

18 that a starting date on or after the f±rst-day-ef-September 

19 starting date specified in subsection 1 would have a 

20 significant negative educational impact. 

21 Sec. 2. Section 299.1, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

22 is amended to read as follows: 

23 A person having control of a child over seven and under 

24 sixteen years of age, in proper physical and mental condition 

25 to attend school, shall cause the child to attend some public 

26 school for at least one hundred twenty days in each school 

27 year, commencing no sooner than a day during the calendar week 

28 in which the first day of september falls, unless the board of 

29 school directors establishes a later date, which date shall 

30 not be later than the first Monday in December. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill requires a school to begin its school year no 

33 sooner than a day during the week of September first. 

34 SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2205 (LSB 8274SC) 

35 
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SENATE 17 
~Ll>,.RCH 10, 1988 

S-5285 

SENATE FILE 2234 

1 Amend Senate Fi e 2234 as follows: 
2 1. Page:, by ~serting after :ine 30 :he Ec:-
3 lowing: 
4 ··Sec. STANDARDIZED SCHOOL CALENDAR ST~DY. 
5 It is t::e inten~ 0: the general assembly :0 ::a· .. e 
6 regional standardized scheol calendars in effect by 
7 the--1-9-9l-1992 __ school year. The distr icts s::a~:' 
8 furnish inEormati6~-relating to their curre~: 
9 calendars and ,nojecced calendar_ requirements tc t:',e 
~~ department of educatio~. The department oE ed~caticn 
11 shall organize a corr~ittee to study the iss~es 
12 involved in regional, standardized school calendars 
13 and in moving to state_wi_de school calendars. The 
::'4 committee_ s_ball report to the department of education 

- 1-5 an-d -tr~e-cepartment shall make recommendations to :he 
16 general asse~bly by January 1, 1990. The commi:tee 
17 shall include, but is not limited to, ~eoresentatives 
18 from the following organizations: . 
19 1. The public televiSion and telecomm~nication 
20 commission. 
21 2. The merged area schools. 

~22 3. The area education agency media directors. 
~~23 4. The area education agency superintendents. 

24 5. The school district superintendents. 
25 6. The school boards. 
26 7. Teacher organizations. 
27 8. The southwest Iowa project. 
28 9. The board of regents. 
29 The committee recommendations shall be based at 
30 least in part on the eventual widespread use oE 
31 telecommunications and technology for the 
32 dissemination of school curricula." 
33 2. Title page, line 1, by inserting aEter the 
34 word "date" the following: "and the calendat". 
35 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

s- 5285 
Filed March 9, 1988 
/..; .,.~~i;::>" .,:;/.':;' ':> ':"7;' ':: 

;' 

BY LARRY ~!uRPHY 

JIM LIND 
DALE TIEDE); 
WALLY HORN 
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SENl\TE FILE 2234 

S-S430 

!'.mend Senate Fi le 2234 as follows: 
2 Page 1, by s:riki~q li~es S ~h:cush 7 3~d 
3 ~r~sertlng the following: I'shall begin ~b-~ee~er-tha~ 
4 the ciciV after the first d67 Mondav cf Sep:eJ::ber and 
5 shitH,-et~e:--£o·t'.~e~~,~~-~",:o~e--n~Mr~d-~-:!:oh~",-=4d"~-"·C:---·--=:.L~-_~---:-~-:-.,-,=­

n unt~.l.-,,_.~6ut not 1·iic:'~C:..-:9,_.·th·e-~1}t_~~~.:,.4;~!?~y ~.!~~?~-~, - ----- - .. _. 
excep~ as ~rovlded in". 

S-5430 
Filed March 17, 1988 BY Jli-/; LI:-:iJ 
,:7.:"-..-1- ....:.~/2';"- :,,~ 'J-/oS" 
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SEN/WE FILE 22U 
BY CO~~ITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 24, 1988) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date 344/";' (,p.9?,;) Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes ~o 7 Nays 7 Vote: Ayes Nays 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act (elating to the starting date and the calendar for 

2 schools. 

7 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: tJ.) 

SENATE FILE 2234 
H-5910 

1 Amend Senate File 2234, as amended, 
printed by the Senate, as follows: 2 

3 
4 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 
lng: 

passed, and re-

20 the fOllow-

5 "Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 442.26A AID REDUCTION FOR 
6 EARLY SCHOOL STARTS. 
7 State aid payments made pu(suant to section 442.26 
8 for a fiscal year shall be reduced by one one-hundred-
9 eightieth for each day of that fiscal year fot which 

10 the school district begins school before the earliest 
11 starting date specified ln section 279.10, subsection 
12 1. Howeve(, this section does not apply to a school 
13 dist(ict that has received approval from the director 
14 of the department of education under section 279.10, 
15 subsection 4, to co~~ence classes for regularly 
16 established elementary and secondary schools in 
17 advance of the starting date established ln section 
18 279.10, subsection 1." 
19 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
20 word "SChools" the following: "and p(oviding a 
21 penalty". 
22 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

H-5910 FILED MARCH 25, 1988 
(.i''';'/'1'"..(.,I -i/(." ~"I ;"t .... ; 

OLLIE of Clinton, Chairperson 

~2~3------------------------------____________ ~ 

SF 2234 

'. '~/,:c/26 



S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 279.10, subsections 1 and 4, Code 1987, 

2 are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

5 shall begin no sooner than a day during the calendar week in 

6 which the first day of September falls and shall continue for 

7 at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

8 subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

9 year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel 

10 for in-service training and development purposes before the 

11 date to begin elementary and secondary school. 

12 4. The director of the department of education may grant a 

13 request made by a board of directors of a school district 

14 stating its desire to commence classes for regularly 

15 established elementary and secondary schools before-the-fir~t 

16 day-of-Se?tember prior to the starting date specified in 

17 subsection 1. A request shall be based upon the determination 

18 that a starting date on or after the first-oay-oe-Se?tember 

19 starting date specified in subsection 1 would have a 

20 significant negative educational impact. 

21 Sec. 2. Section 299.1, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

22 is amended to read as follows: 

23 A person having control of a child over seven and under 

24 sixteen years of age, in proper physical and mental condition 

25 to attend school, shall cause the child to attend some public 

26 school for at least one hundred twenty days in each school 

27 year, commencing no sooner than a day during the calendar week 

28 in which the first day of September falls, unless the board of 

29 school directors establishes a later date, which date shall 

30 not be later than the first Monday in December. 

31 Sec. 3. STANDARDIZED SCHOOL CALENDt',R STUDY. 

32 It is the int$nt of the general assembly to have =egional 

33 standardized school calendars in effect by the :991-1992 
4 ~ __ .:_. __ ,_ .__...._--.... 6 .. _'. __ •• _ __ ~ _ ••• ~....::..~~_._~;.;.;.~;...;_;..;. 

34 school year. The .~~s!.rict: shall furnish i,~formation relating 

35 to their current cale~dars and projected calendar requireme~ts 
,..' .... _. ______ • __ .. __ ~ I .,r 
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S.F. J2~4 H.F. 

1 to the department of education. The department of education 

2 shall organize a committee to study the issues involved in 
SQ. 

3 regional, standardized school calendars and in moving to 
_ ,3. -

4 statewide school calendars. The committee shall report to the c. __ 

5 depar!ment of education and th!! de,I2i;l!tme,nt shall make 

6 recommendations to the general assembly by January 1, 1990. 
$ ... ,. ' , - . 

7 The committee sha~]'.2nclude, but is not lim.tred to, 

8 rep~t;,;.ent~tives from the following or9anizations: 

9 1. The public television and telecommunlcation commission. ,. . 
20 2. The merged area schools. 

r --f' . 

11 3. The area education agency media directors. 
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18 

em- , ____ .. _ .-. ___ . • .• > ••• -._..- .. ~_~ 

5. The school district superintendents. .... ___________ . . , - m 

6. The school boards. 

7. Teacher organizations. 

8. The southwest Iowa project. 

9 •• T~e"board of ,;egents. 

The committee recommendations shall be based at least in 

19 ga r t on t t:.e even t ua 1 widespread use of"pte.lr.;'.2lJ!!!lun i ca t irons and 

20 technology foS. the dissel1!.;.I)~~!21) o.Ls5hool _cuIr icula. 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2234 

1 Amend Senate File 2234, as amended, passed, and re-
2 printed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 20 the follow-
4 lng: 
5 "Sec. 4. NEW SECtION. 442.26A AID REDUCTION FOR 
6 EARLY SCHOOL STARTS. 
7 State aid payments made pursuant to section 442.26 
8 tor a fiscal year shall be reduced by one one-hundred-
9 eightieth for each day of that fiscal year for which 

10 the school district begins school before the earliest 
11 starting date specified in section 279.10, subsection 
12 1. However, this section does not apply to a school 
13 district that has received approval from the director 
14 of the department of education under section 279.10, 
15 subsection 4, to commence classes for regularly 
16 established elementary and secondary schools in 
17 advance of the starting date established in section 
18 279.10, subsection I." 
19 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
20 word "schools· the following: "and providing a 
21 penalty". 
22 3. By 'renumbering as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM TilE HOUSE 
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Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays _____ _ 

SSB d~D5 
F&utAt(bh /1~/j 

SENATE FILE .-J:2 "1 </ 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCA':'ION BILL) 

Passed House, Date __________ __ 

Vote: Ayes ______ Nays 
Approved ______________________ ___ 

A BIll FOR 

1 An Act relating to the starting date for schools. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 
2 are amended to read as 

279.10, subsections 1 and 4, 
follows: 

Code 1987, 

3 1. The sChool year shall begin on the first day of July 
4 and each regularly established elementary and secondary school 

5 shall begin no soone. than a day during the calendar week in 
6 which the first day of Septembe. falls and shall continue for 

7 at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

8 subsection 3, and may be maintained during the entire calendar 

9 year. A school corporation may begin employment of personnel 
10 for in-service training and development purposes before the 
11 date to begin elementary and secondary SChool. 
12 4. The di.ector of the department of education may grant a 

13 request made by a board of directors of a school district 
14 stating its desire to commence classes for regularly 

15 established elementary and secondary schools ~e€ore-the-€ir~t 
16 day-or-September prior to the starting date specified in 

17 subsection 1. A request shall be based upon the determination 
18 that a starting date on or after the £ir~t-day-o£-5eptember 

19 starting date specified in subsection 1 would have a 
20 significant negative educational impact. 

21 Sec. 2. Section 299.1, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

22 is amended to read as follows: 

23 A person having control of a child over seven and under 
24 sixteen yea.s of age, in proper physical and mental condition 

25 to attend school, Shall cause the child to attend some public 
26 school for at least one hundred twenty days in each school 

27 year, commencing no sooner than a day during the calendar week 
28 in which the first day of September falls, unless the board of 
29 school directors establishes a later date, which date shall 
30 not be later than the first Monday in December. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill requires a school to begin its school year no 

33 sooner than a day during the week of September first. 
34 

35 
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HEL.'.TIWG TO THJ: STAR','ING ()A'!'E AND 

AN!) ?ROVlOING A F~NAr.T"i 

~~~AT£ rl(,~ 221' 

',\lENO,:,:= fOR SCH(XlJ.S 

BY. IT f:NAC'TrD BY THE: GENERAl. ASSi;/oI8;',:: 0: "HI: 5rAn; OF IO'Mn: 

Section 1. Section 279.10, suh!)p~':.ons 1 !nd 4. Ccrlc i98J, 

are amended to read as follows: 

1. The school year shall begin (' .. :' ~,he ~i~st day 01' July 

,'nd each requiac 1'1 e-stabllshed ('leme:-::acy anc scccndary sch<.:z:ol 

shall begin no sooner than ~aL.~.u~~:::9 the calend.H _·~«::~.:.<:....!...n 

~~.~~I:l the first day of September ,f.~l~ ilnd sr.all continue for 

at least on~ hundred e'ighty days, exce;..t as ?:ovided in 

subst.'ctlon ), and mal be lr'i1i~tained c!crinq ti:l' entire calendar 

year. A school corpvration may begi!'l employme-ot of personnel 

fOI in-service training and developce:-.t purposes hefore the 

date to beqin ele~entary and secondacy school, 

4. The dirl"ctor of the depart~~nt of education may grant 3 

request made by a board of' directors of a scno01 district 

deSire to corntr,ence classes (or I'egulacly statinq its 

established elf!mentary 

dAy-ef-SepteMber P!lOr 

and secondary schoolfi oeEore-the-Et~~~ 

to the start~.::s. ~_te soecif_~_~ .. Jn 
~~Ibsecti,?!, . ...!. fA reque!',t shitll bE.' based upon the dett"r~inatl~n 

that a stacting date on or aft,ec the !~r~t-de7-of-5epte~her 

5t.ar~i(l9_ r1at~2I'.p'ef.~fied in subs~!=:~ic.~ : woulc have a 

signific<lnt negative educatlona) 1tr:;:>il.C·,. 

Sec. 2. $~ctiol\ 299.1, unnumberec F'aragr.,?h 1, Cod~ 1967. 

~s a~ended to cead as follows: 

A person having control cf a chi ~c ::v€r Sl'Ven anc! under 

sixteen years o{ .1qe. In propec p:"\ys:~31 And '='ental co~dition 

to <1tt~nd schc)ol, shall .:ause the c;o,,:(: t.o ii~:~n.! ,,\)~e public 

!;chool for at le.1st 0111' tlu;"ldred tWt .. ~:/ \)ityf. ::-. e.leh school 

'lear, cornsnenCln-J n,) ';'00nel' than ~ r:~L~. :oc ~~'!.1.~.!.0::,:r \o'.ee:.:. 

-
St~nar ~ ;'11,· 22.14, p . 

.:..._ ·"'h~~_-. :,;)f' fi!~;t ';"y (,I $ •. ',l· .•.• miH.'r L'~)~~. u~:'t..~~l.' :he b./c:d 0: 

~t:"to(l<:'1 ~. ~'''C' or!', j'"r;ibl i :;h!.':.> I"t,,~ ddt':, '~'h~\;i', 'Jar ~ !>~l,.1 

'lot b~ :,.:,(·r th.=sn t,he f iJ::>~ Monda, In Oec~ntbE". 

S~(. 1, STA~()A:WI 7.,;0 SCHOOL CAI.£::'lOAR $lTDY. [~ ~s ;,;.~ 

IrHent cI the C](-I\(>r.i:ll .tsst"mbly to have regional standard~2ed 

.schooi t:itlendal's in effect by the 1991-1992 school yeac. The 

diatcicts shall furnl~h informallo~ relatinq to their cur:ent 

calt"lld<!l:s and projected c,\l,)nddl require:nC'llt~ to th~ 

department of ed\lC',Hion. Tht..~ dt>partmcnt of education sh .. :l 

orgitnize a cOI:'.rnitt~~ to ~tudy the issues involved in regional, 

standardized school citl~l1d"'r!;. and in moving to statewidc 

school calendars ... 'i'h~ commil:t~e !lhall report to the 

dep<1Ctment of education and the departrnent shall ro..."lKC 

re<.:o/lllllendatlons to the general assemhly by January 1, 1990. 

Tile cortunittee sha~l include, but. is not. limited to, 

re~rese!'ltatives (rol. ... the follo'Jing organizations: 

1. The public tele .... ision and telecortl.":'lunication cornmisSlon. 

2. The ,,,ergt>d an~a schools. 

3. The area education agency media directors. 

4. The area education aqency superintendents. 

~. The school district superintendents, 

C. The school boards. 

7. Teacher orgll.niz,ltions. 

8. The southwest Iowa proJect. 

9. The b0ard of regents. 

The committee recol1\.":'Iendations shall be- based at least ~n 

part on the eventual widespr'~dd use- of te-leconrnunications and 

tt~cnnt)logy for the disself'inat Ion of school curricula. 

Sec.~. Nl:\'; Sl-:Ct'ION. 4 .. 2.26A AID R~OUC'TION fOR £ARl! 

S ~·KOO(. S r ARTS. 

State- aid Pdy~ents madp puc~uant to ~ecticn '42.26 for a 

!.scal ie,l( shall b~ l'f~ducer1 by one one-hun<.1rad-clghtil"th for 

~.'ac:-' d..lY of that fisc.l1 yc-:ar ~ol' 'oIhich th(~ school di~trlct 

bl"gin!) "c;,ool before ':.ht.' cal'lleat start.ing date s~ecifi('d in 

~~ct~on 219.10, subs~ction 1. ~owp~er, th~s section does ~ot 

tJ) 
'TI ..., ..., 
(0) 

"" 



Senate File 2234, p. 3 

apply to a school district that has received approval from the 

director of the department of education under section 279.10, 

subsection 4, to commence classes for regularly established 

elementary and secondary schools in advance of the starting 

date established in section 279.10, subsection 1. 

JO ANN ZIMMERY~N 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is kr.owr. as Senate file 2234, Seventy-second General Assembly. 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

1988 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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