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1 An Act relating to the registration of voters in state offices. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Amend Senate File 2233 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 23 through 27. 
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S.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 48.20. Code Supplement 1987. is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 48.20 REGISTRATION IN STATE OFFICES. 

4 The registration forms provided in section 48.3 shall be 

5 available in the offices maintained by the state agencies 

6 listed in this section. The officers and employees of those 

7 agencies shall offer to each person doing business in that 

8 office the opportunity to register. unless the officer or 

9 employee is reasonably certain that a person doing business in 

10 the office has already been offered a registration form within 

11 the previous twelve-month period. If the person does execute 

12 the form. the form shall be sent to the appropriate 

13 commissioner of registration. This section applies to the 

14 rowa civil rights commission. institutions of the state board 

15 of regents. and the state departments of human services. human 

16 rights. cultural affairs. employment services. revenue and 

17 finance. personnel. agriculture and land stewardship. and 

18 transportation. and the offices of the clerks of court of the 

19 district courts and the offices of the county ",.~!.~.~ion 

20 service. This section does not prevent the officers or 

21 employees of any other state agency from offe,ing voter 

22 registration forms to persons in those offices. 

23 Eden officer or employee who is responsible ~nder this 

24 section for voter registration shall address the following 

25 ~~stion to each person doing business in that office: "Are 

26 you registered to vote at your current address. and if not. 

27 would you :ike to do so?" 

28 The state commissioner of elections is resoonsible for 
---- b 

29 coordi:-:atLng and encouraging voter registration activities 

30 required .. by this section. Each office where voter 

31 ~is~.cacion is conducted under this section sna:l report 

32 month:v to the state commissioner the number of ~egistratlOns 

33 completed by the office. The state commissioner shall adopt 

34 rules and forms necessary to carry out this section. 

35 EXPLANATION 
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S.P. ~~33 H.F. 

1 The bill provides that voter registration shall be done at 

2 institutions of the state board of regents and county 

3 extension service offices. Public offices where voter 

4 registration is requIred must also provide monthly reports to 

5 the state commissioner of elections. 
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BY COMMITTTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 10, 1988) 

* - Language stricken by the Senate 

~ Passed Senate, Date M;" '" (f, '.2(~) Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes ,?(. Nays 

Approved 

A Bill FOR 

Vote: 

/9;T'? 

Ayes S7 Nays 

1 An Act relating to the registration of voters in state offices. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SEN~Tr, FILE 2233 
fi-5S35 

A_mend Seriate File 2233; G.~, arnendeo.! ~c:..3sedf a;:d 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 ~. ~age 1, by striking lines 5 a~d 5 ar:(l 
4 insert~l'g :he followinc: :'availab:~ ill t~e all 
5 offices ;nairl;:-.ained by the state age:.~.ci,es ti~ted-~l'"! 
5 th±5-geetio~. The of~icers and employees of those·'. 

2. Page 1, by striking lin?5 13 through 22 and 
8 i!lSerti~q the Ecllowing: I'co~~issioner of 
9 registration. ~Mi~-~ee~~or-a~?±ie~-~o-~he-fowe-ei~i~ 

:.~) =,±q~~ ~- e~ffilf. i.::t~ ±(J~ - f!!·H~ - t r;~ - ~ ~a t ~ -deptl:!" troer'lt: e -C)f - httma!"l 
~er~±eeg7-htlm8n-~ights~-e~i~d~e~-tlf£~rire~-em?~07ree~t 
5erv±ee~7-re~entie-a~~-fi~a~~e7-pe~sonnel~-a9~ien~t~re 
~ftd-Iend-~tew~rd~hip~-a~d-~T3~~?Or~atten7-end-~he 

l ' . -
.! 2 
1"3 
14 efE%ees-eE-the-cle~k8-eE-e~art-eE-the-d±s~~±e~-ee~rte~ 
15 ~his-seet±e~-dees-~et-prey~"t-the-e!E±eer8-er 
16 emrieyees-eE-a~y-ether-s~e~e-ageney-freffi-eEfer±n9 
17 vete~-re9istrat±en-ferffi~-te-pe~sens-i~-the5e-ef~iees~" 

3. Page 1. line 25, by striking the word "office" 
19 and inserting the following: "departmen~". 

4. Page 1, line 27. by striking the word 
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21-" hI" d' . th ~,,' II t 1" morlt y an Inserting e ~o._owIng: quar er y • 
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H.F .. 

Section 1. Section 48.20, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 48.20 REGISTRATION IN STATE OFFICES. 
, .. 4 The registration forms 

5 available in the offices 

6 listed in this section. 

provided in section 48.3 shall be 

maintained by the state agencies 

The officers and employees of those 

7 agencies shall offer to each person doing business in that 

8 office the opportunity to register, unless the officer or 

9 employee is reasonably certain that a person doing business in 

10 the office has already been offered a registration form within 

11 the previous twelve-month period. If the person does execute 

12 the form, the form shall be sent to the appropriate 

13 commissioner of registration. This section applies to the 

14 Iowa civil rights commission, institutions of the state board 

15 of regents, and the state departments of human services, human 

16 rights, cultural affairs, employment services, revenue and 

17 finance, personnel, agriculture and land stewardship, and 

18 transportation, and the offices of the clerks of court of the 

19 district courts and the offices of the county extension 

20 service. This section does not prevent the officers or 

21 employees of any other state agency from offering voter 

22 registration forms to persons in those offices. 

'* 23 The state commissioner of elections is responsible for 

24 coordinating and encouraging voter registration activities 

25 reguired by this section. Each office where voter 

26 registration is conducted under this section shall report 

27 monthly to the state commissioner the number of registrations 

28 completed by the office. The state commissioner shall adopt 

29 rules and forms necessary to carry out this section. 
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5-5743 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2233 

1 Amend Senate File 2233, as amended. passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 5 and 6 and 
4 inserting the following: "available in ~he all 
5 offices maintained by the state agencies li~ted-in 
6 th~~-~eetion. The officers and employees of those". 
7 2. Page I, by striking lines 13 through 22 and 
8 inserting the following: "commissioner of 
9 registration. ~hi~-~eet~on-applie~-to-the-iowa-ei~il 

10 ~±9ht~-eommi~~ion-and-the-~tate-department~-of-h~man 
11 ~er~iee~,-h~man-ri9ht~,-e~ltaral-affa±r~7-employment 
l2 ~er~iee~7-re~en~e-end-finanee,-per~onne17-a9rie~ltare 
13 end-land-~teward~hip,-and-tran~portation7-and-the 
14 o~fiee~-of-the-e~erk~-of-eotlrt-of-the-d±~tr±et-eoart~~ 
:5 Phi~-~eetion-doe~-not-pre~ent-the-offieer~-or 
16 employee~-of-eny-other-~tate-ageney-from-offer±n9 
17 ~oter-re9i~tration-form~-to-per~on~-in-tho~e-offiee~7" 
18 3. page I, line 25, by striking the word "office" 
19 and inserting the following: "department". 
20 4. page 1, line 27, by striking the word 
21 "monthly" and inserting the following: "quarterly" . 
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BY (PROPOSED SECRETARY OF 

STATE BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 
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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the registration oE voters in state offices. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 48.20, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

2 :0 read as follows: 

48.20 REGISTRATION IN STATE OFFICES. 
4 The registration forms provided in section 48.3 shall be 

5 available in the offices maintained by the state agencies 
6 listed in this section. The officers and employees of those 

7 agencies shall offer to each person doing business in that 

~ office the opportunity to register, unless the officer or 

9 employee is reasonably certain that a person doing business in 

10 the office has already been offered a registration form within 

11 the previous twelve-month period. If the person does execute 
12 the form, the form shall be sent to the appropriate 

13 commissioner of registration. This section applies to the 
14 Iowa civil rights commission, institutions of the state board 

15 of regents, and the state departments of human services, human 

16 rights, cultural affairs, employment services, revenue and 

17 finance, personnel, agriculture and land stewardship, and 
18 transportation, and the offices of the clerks of court of the 

19 district courts and the offices of the county extension 

20 service. This section does not prevent the officers or 

21 employees of any other state agency from offering voter 
22 registration forms to persons in those offices. 

23 Each officer or employee who is responsible under this 
24 section for voter registration shall address the following 

25 question to each person doing business in that office: "Are 

26 you registered to vote at your current address, and if not, 

27 would you like to do so?" 

28 The state commissioner of elections is responsible for 

29 coordinating and encouraging voter registration activities 

30 reguired by this section. Each office where voter 

31 registration is conducted under this section shall report 
32 monthly to the state commissioner the number of registrations 

33 completed by the office. The state commissioner shall adopt 

34 rules and forms necessary to carry out this section. 

35 EXPLANATION 
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S.F. ________ H.f. 

1 The bill provlaes that voter registration shall be done at 

2 institutions of the state board of regents and county 

3 extension service offices. Public offices where voter 

4 registration is required must also provide monthly reports to 

5 the state commissioner of elections. 

6 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

7 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

8 Voter registration in state agencies was passed by the 

9 general assembly last session. Due to an oversight, the state 

10 board of regents and county extension service offices were 

11 left out of the original legislation. This bill rectifies 

12 that error. 

13 In addition, this bill will insure that state agencies are 
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20 

actively involved in voter registration. Since the original 

legislation became effective on July 1, 1987, it has been 

clear that many agencies are not asking persons doing business 

with their offices if they are registered nor are many of the 

agencles even providing registration forms. One of the 

problems seems to be that no agency or department has been 

assigned the responsibility to see that the legislation is 

21 carried out. This bill assigns that responsibility to the 

22 state commissioner of elections. The bill also specifically 

23 defines the agencies' roll by requiring that they verbally ask 

24 each person doing business with them if they are registered to 

25 vote. This bill then requires each agency to report monthly 

26 to the state commissioner of elections on the number of 

27 individuals who have actually been registered to vote by the 

28 agency. 
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A~ ACT ., 
R£LATWG TO THE REGISTRATION OF' VOTERS IN S1'A7r. Ofr:CE:S. 

RE IT I:~lAcn:O BY 'I'EF. GF.!<:ERAL ASSEM.BLY or THt: STAT:: 0:' IO'Nf.: 

Section 1. Section 48.20, Code Supplement 1~8'J, :$ amended 

to read as follows: 

41L 20 R):GISTRATION IN STATE: m'f'ICES. 

The r~gi~tration t()rns provided in section 48.3 s~all he 

available in etoJ~ ~.!...!. offlces maintainer! by tn~ :,;tate agencies 

ii~ted-tn-thi~'·~ecti~~. The officers and employees c[ those 

agp.ncie$ shall offer to each per~on doing business ir. that 

office ttle opportunity to register. unless the officer or 

~mployct! is. reas.onably c(o>rtain ttl"tt a person doing bl!siness in 

ttlt! office has already been offered a registration t~rm within 

the previous t.wp1ve'-rr.onth per iod. If the p~rson do~s ~X~cllte 

the form. the form shall be sent to the appropr iate 

commissioner of registration. ihts-seeeion-ftppl*es-~o-ehe 

tov~-eiYit-ri9ht~-e~~*~sien-e"d-ehe-~t~te-depar~~e~~~-of 

h~~~n-~er~iees7"ha~~"-ri9ht~7-eaitbrei-~tfeir~7-e~pto,M~nt 

~e n'* ee S7·- rev e ntie -t!I no - f i nil n ce 7 - pe r ~on ne t T -l'l9,=,;'e u I: '::~ re - Il nd·· ~ n nd 

'te~nrdsh~PT-ftnd-trftnsp~t'en~tnn7-t!lnd-the-ofF~ee"'ef-~~e"e}erk~ 

of··eoart-of-the-di~triet-eoarts~-··~hi5-,eetion-dee~-~ot 

pre~ent-the-offteet'5-or-eMpl:oyee~-of-e"y-other-stete-~9ene, 

fro~-off~rtn9-yoter-re~i5ert!ltion-€or~5-to-person~-:n-~~n~e 

effiees. 
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~<HtC(ly to __ !..!!..e_~~;ltc cOl';'.J!I}.s.sione-: tbt' numb€!r ot 
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e e 
S~-d:e Y __ !' 2211. p. 2 

.';.~.<-._~l .lri.?p"~-=_: .e~, ~nd~_ol'm~~e:(.:.es.~~.~'::- r') (:arr'i .~,.;t t.hl:; 

Sp.cUO/l. 

JO ANN ZlM~ER.~N 

P(es~den~ 0f th~ Sen.lt~ 

l)J~ALD D. AVJo;NSON 

Sp02.Jk.er of the H( .. Hl!'>~ 

I hereby <.:ertify that thilJ btll orlG"lnatl~d ~() r.he !;C!naU~ clnd 

IS kno .... n cl!'> SenaLe File 223], Seventy-secono General Assembly. 

"'" /' . 
i .c.z;yJ / "7 ';.> 

Approved .//..'~'~. .< L. 

T~RR'i E. BRAN5TAD 

GQvt.'rnor 

JOliN ~'. DW'iER 

Secretary of the Sen~tp 

1988 

SF 2233 


