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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the credentialing of mental health counselors, 

2 establishing a board of mental health counseling examiners, 

3 making penalties applicable, and providing other properly 

4 related matters. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 147.1, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

2 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

3 2. "Licensed" or "certified" when applied to a physician 

4 and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopathic physician and 

5 surgeon, psychologist or associate psychologist, chiropractor, 

6 nurse, dentist, dental hygienist, optometrist, speech 

7 pathologist, audiologist, pharmacist, physical therapist, 

8 occupational therapist, practitioner of cosmetology, 

9 practitioner of barbering, funeral director, dietitian, mental 

10 health counselor, or social worker means a person licensed 

11 under this title. 

12 3. "Profession" means medicine and surgery, podiatry, 

13 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, psychology, 

14 chiropractic, nursing, dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, 

15 speech pathology, audiology, pharmacy, physical therapy, 

16 occupational therapy, cosmetology, barbering, mortuary 

17 science, mental health counseling, social work~ or dietetics. 

18 Sec. 2. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 147.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 

21 An applicant for a license to practice a profession under 

22 this title is not ineligible because of age, citizenship, sex, 

23 race, religion, marital status or national origin, although 

24 the application form may require citizenship information. A 

25 board may consider the past felony record of an applicant only 

26 if the felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 

27 med±e±fte7-ped±a~~Y7-es~eopa~hY7-es~eopa~h±e-med±e±fte-aftd 

28 stl~ge~Y7-eh±~ep~ae~±e7-fttl~S±ft97-psyeheie9Y7-ep~emet~Y7-speeeh 

29 pa~heie9Y7-atld±eie9Y7-pha~maeY7-phys±eai-~he~apY7-eeetlpa~±eftai 

30 ~he~apY7-eosme~eie9Y7-ba~be~±ft97-mefttla~y-se±eftee7-See±ai-we~~ 

31 e~-d±e~e~±es the profession for which the applicant requests 

32 to be licensed. Character references may be required, but 

33 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the profession. 

34 Sec. 3. Section 147.13, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 
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1 147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

2 The examining boards provided in section 147.12 shall be 

3 designated as follows: 

4 1. For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy, and 

5 osteopathic medicine and surgery, medical examiners7-for~ 

6 2. For psychology, psychology examiners7-fer . 

7 3. For podiatry, podiatry examiners,-for~ 

8 4. For chiropractic, chiropractic examiners,-for~ 

9 ~For physical therapists and occupational therapists, 

10 physical and occupational therapy examiners,-for~ 

11 6. For nursing, board of nursing7-for~ 

12 7. For dentistry and dental hygiene, dental examiners, 

13 for. 

14 8. For optometry, optometry examiners,-for~ 

15 9. For speech pathology and audiology, speech pathology 

16 and audiology examiners,-for~ 

17 10. For cosmetology, cosmetology examiners7-for. 

18 11. For barbering, barber examiners,-for~ 

19 12. For pharmacy, pharmacy examiners,-for~ 

20 13. For mortuary science, mortuary science examiners,-for. 

21 14. For social workers, social work examiners,-for~ 

22 15. For mental health counselors, mental health counseling 

23 examiners. 

24 16. For dietetics, dietetic examiners. 

25 Sec. 4. Section 147.14, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

26 the following new subsection: 

27 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For mental health counseling 

28 examiners, three members licensed to practice mental health 

29 counseling and two members who are not licensed to practice 

30 mental health counseling and who shall represent the general 

31 public. A majority of the members of the board constitutes a 

32 quorum. 

33 Sec. 5. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1987, 

34 is amended to read as follows: 

55 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee may be 
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1 set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

2 renewal of a license to practice med±e±fte,-~tlrgery,-ped±aery, 

3 e~eeepaehy,-e~eeepaeh±e-med±e±fte-aftd-~tlrgery,-eh±repraee±e, 

4 fttlr~±ftg,-defte±~ery,-defteax-hyg±efte,-epeemeery,-pharmaey, 

5 phy~±eax-eherapy,-eeetlpae±eftax-eherapy,-~ee±ax-werk, 

6 veeer±ftary-med±e±fte,-er-d±eeee±e~ a profession, which fee 

7 shall be based on the annual cost of collecting information 

8 for use by the department in the administration of the system 

9 of health personnel statistics established by this section. 

10 The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

11 state and deposited in the general fund of the state in the 

12 manner in which license and renewal fees of the respective 

13 professions are collected, transmitted, and deposited in the 

14 general fund. 

15 Sec. 6. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

16 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after 

17 unnumbered paragraph 11: 

18 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A mental health counselor 

19 licensed under chapter 1540 and this chapter may use the words 

20 "licensed mental health counselor" after the person's name. A 

21 mental health counselor licensed under chapter 1540 and this 

22 chapter who possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 

23 "Doctor" or "Dr." in conjunction with the person's name, but 

24 shall add after the person's name the words "Licensed Mental 

25 Health Counselor". 

26 Sec. 7. Section 147.76, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 147.76 RULES PR9MBnGAPEB ADOPTED. 

29 The examining boards for the various professions shall 

30 premtlxgaee adopt all necessary and proper rules to implement 

31 and interpret ehe-prev±~±eft~-ef this chapter and chapters 148, 

32 148A, 148C, 149, 150, 150A, 151, 152, 153, 154, 154A, 154B, 

33 154C, 154D, l55L and 156. 

34 Sec. 8. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

35 the following new subsection after subsection 18 and 
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1 renumbering the subsequent subsections: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 19. License to practice mental health 

3 counseling issued upon the basis of an examination given by 

4 the board of mental health counseling examiners, license to 

5 practice mental health counseling issued under a reciprocal 

6 agreement, or renewal of a license to practice mental health 

7 counseling. 

8 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 154D.l DEFINITIONS. 

9 As used in this chapter unless the context otherwise 

10 requires: 

11 1. "Board" means the board of mental health counseling 

12 examiners. 

13 2. "Licensed mental health counselor" or "licensee" means 

14 a person licensed to practice mental health counseling. 

15 3. "Mental health counseling" means the provision of 

16 counseling services involving assessment, referral, 

17 consultation, and the application of therapy, human 

18 development principles, learning theory, group dynamics, and 

19 the etiology of maladjustment and dysfunctional behavior to 

20 individuals, families, and groups for the purpose of promoting 

21 optimal mental health. 

22 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 154D.2 APPLICABILITY. 

23 This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent individuals not 

24 licensed as mental health counselors from working within their 

25 respective professions or occupations if they do not hold 

26 themselves out to the public as being licensed mental health 

27 counselors. Section 147.83 does not apply to persons who are 

28 not licensed as mental health counselors and do not hold 

29 themselves out as licensed mental health counselors. 

30 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 154D.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSE. 

31 Each applicant for a license as a licensed mental health 

32 counselor shall meet the following requirements: 

33 1. Possess a master's or doctoral degree from an 

34 accredited college or university approved by the board. The 

35 degree shall be in counseling with courses in the field of 
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1 mental health counseling or shall be a degree in an allied 

2 mental health field. 

3 2. Pass an examination approved by the board for the 

4 purpose of licensure. 

5}115 3. Have two years experience in the activities of the 

6 practice of mental health counseling. 

7 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 1540.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

8 In addition to duties and responsibilities provided in 

9 chapters 147 and 258A, the board shall adopt rules relating 

10 to: 

11 1. Educational, experiential, and examinational standards 

12 for licensure as a mental health counselor. 

13 2. Standards for professional conduct of persons licensed 

14 under this chapter. 

15 3. The administration of this chapter. 

16 4. The status of active and inactive licensure and 

17 guidelines for inactive licensure reentry. 

18 5. Educational activities which fulfill continuing 

19 education requirements for renewal of licenses. 

20 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 1540.5 CONFIDENTIALITY OF 

21 INFORMATION. 

22 A licensed mental health counselor or a person working 

23 under supervision of a licensee shall not disclose or be 

24 compelled to disclose information acquired from persons 

25 consulting that person in a professional capacity except: 

26 1. If the information reveals the contemplation or 

27 commission of a crime. 

28 2. If the person waives the privilege by bringing charges 

29 against the licensee. 

30 3. with the written consent of the client, or in the case 

31 of death or disability with the consent of the client's 

32 personal representative, another person authorized to sue, or 

33 the beneficiary of an insurance policy on the client's life, 

34 health, or physical condition. 

35 4. To testify in a court hearing concerning matters 
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1 pertaining to the welfare of children. 

2 5. To seek collaboration or consultation with professional 

3 colleagues or administrative superiors on behalf of the 

4 client. 

5 Sec. 14. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. Notwithstanding section 

6 147.19, of the initial appointees to the board of mental 

7 health counseling examiners, the governor shall appoint one 

8 member to serve a term of one year, two members to serve terms 

9 of two years, and two members to serve terms of three years. 

10 The initial appointees' successors shall be appointed for 

11 terms of three years each, except that a person chosen to fill 

12 a vacancy shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of 

13 the board member replaced. 

14 In making the initial appointments to represent mental 

15 health counselors on the board of mental health counseling 

16 examiners, the governor shall appoint persons who meet the 

17 requirements of section 154D.3, subsections 1 and 3, as 

18 amended by this Act. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill provides for the credentialing of mental health 

21 counselors. A five-member board of mental health counseling 

22 examiners is established with three mental health counselor 

23 members and two public members. 

24 The bill sets forth the requirements for licensure as a 

25 mental health counselor, which are possession of a master's 

26 degree, two years of professional experience, and passage of 

27 an examination. 

28 The bill provides title protection for licensed mental 

29 health counselors, but it does not contain a requirement for 

30 licensure in order to practice. 

31 SIMILAR TO SSB 2080 (LSB 7696SC) 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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- --------.~~- - ............... .¢' ......... """~-""'~·-·'-· ........ ---"\i:1 

STATE 0" IOWA 

flSCAl TE 
SENnTE FILE 2212 

LS8 No. 76S~ 
S t a t1 iD. --,R-,!R""S,,--_ 

'I~ In compliance ~ith a 
for SZMATE FILE 22i2 

written request receivad February 24~ 1988, & fiscal note 
is hereby submitted p~~!uant to Joint Rule 17, Dat~ used 
fiscal note are available from the Legi~lative Figc41 

the LegislAture upon r~quest. 
J 
" " " , , 

I 
I 

in developing this 
BureAu to members of 

Senate File 
establishes 
establishes 

2212 provides for the licensing of mental hea~th counselors, 
requirements for licensure as a mental health counsel~r~ 30d 

a mental health counseling examining bo~rC. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

A part-time 
board. 

clerical position would be necessary for support of the 

2. The five member board would require six meetings per year after the first 
year. Additional funds are necessary for •. the first year due to e"tra 
meetings to begin the process. 

3. A fee would be charged to those seeking licensure. This money would be 
deposited in the general fund a~d expenditures would be appropriated 
through the Department of Public Health. 

FISCAL EFFECT 

REVENUE 
General Fund 

Total 

EXPENDITURES 
Salaries 

(FTE's) 
Support 

Total 

Source: Department of Public Health 

FY 1989 

$ 2,500 
$ 2,500 

$12,265 
(.5) 

6,490 
$18,755 

$16,255 

FY 1990 

$10,000 
$10,000 

$ 8,815 
(.5) 

2,960 
$11,775 

$ 1,715 

(LSB 7696S, RRS) 

.Q ~ 
Fi seal Di c or 

Legislative Fis Bureau 
Date: .3/3Jrll 

r I 

1 

~ , 

I 

I 



SENATE 5 
!'/L/"\P.CH 10, 1988 
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1 Amend Senate File 2212 as fol~ows: 
2 1. By st~iking everythi~g a~ter the 
3 enacting clause and inserting the following: 
4 "Section 1. Section 147.1. subsections 2 a~d 3. 
5 Code Supplement 1987. are ame~ded to read as follows: 
6 2. lI~icensedl! or "certiEied" when applied to a 
7 physician a~d surgeon, podiatrist, ~steo~~th, 
8 osteopathic physiclan and surgeon. psychologist or 
9 associate psychologist, chircprac~or, nurse, de~tist, 

10 dental hygie~ist. optome~rist. speech pathologist. 
11 audiolog~st. phar~acist. physical therapist. 
12 occupational therapist. practitioner of cosmetology. 
13 practitioner of oarbering. funeral director. 
14 dietitian, menta: ~ealth counselor, or social worker 
15 means a person :icensed under this title. 
16 3. "Pro:ession" means medicine and surgery. 
17 podiatry. osteopathy. osteopathic medicine and 
18 surgery. psyChology. chiropractic. nursing. dentistry. 
19 dental hygiene. optometry. speech pathology. 
20 audiology. pharmacy. physical therapy. occupational 
21 therapy. cosmeto:ogy. barbering. mortuary science. 
22 mental health counse1ina. social work. or dietetics. 
23 Sec. 2. Section 147:3. Code 1987.-is amended to 
24 read as follows: 
25 147.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 
26 An applicant for a license to practice a pro~ession 
27 u~der this title is not ineligible because of age. 
28 citizenship, sex, race, re:igior., marital stat~s or 
29 national origin. although the application for~ may 
30 require citizenship information. A board may consider 
31 the past felony record of an applicant only if the 
32 felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 
33 med±eine,-pod±et~y,-o~teopath1,-o~teo~ath±e-meci±eine 
34 and-~~rgerY7-eh±r~?raet±e7-n~r~±ng7-p~yehoiogr7 
35 optometrr,-~peeeh-?athotogy,-a~ci±otogY7-pharmae77 
36 phy~ieat-therapr7-0eetlpationai-therapY7-eo~meto=ogY7 
37 eareering,-morttlary-~eienee7-~oe±at-work-or-dietetie5 
38 the profession for which the applicant requests to be 
39 licensed. Character references ~ay be req~ired. but 
40 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the 
41 profession. 
42 Sec. 3. Section 147.13. Code 1987. is amended to 
43 read as follows: 
44 147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 
45 The examining boards provided in section l47.12 
46 shall be designated as follows: 
47 1. For medicine and surgery. and osteopathy. and 
48 osteopathic medicine and surgery. medical exa~iners7 
49 for. 
50 2. For psychology. psychology examiners7-fer. 
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3. For podiatry. podiatry examiners7-for~ 
4. For chiropractic. chiropractic examiners7-Eer. 
5. For physical therapis~s and occupational -

therapists. physical and occupational therapy 
examiners,-fet". 

6. Fo~ nursing. board of nursing7-eor. 
7. for dentistry and dental hygiene, dental 

examiners7-for. 
8. For optometry, optometry e;{ar.'liners;-eo:,~ 
9. For speech pathology and a~diolcgy. speech 

pathology and audiology examinerS7-for. 
10. For cosnetolcgy, cosmetology eiamine[S7-£e~. 
11. for barbering. barber examiners7-ror. -
12. For pharmacy. pharmacy examiners7-~o~~ 
13. For mortuary science. mortuary science 

examiners"7-£or. 
14. for social workers and mental health 

counselors. social work and mental hea:th counselinG . 
examiners7-Eor. 

15. for dietetics. dietetic exa~iners. 
Sec. 4. Section 147.14. subsection 1. Code 1987. 

is amended to read as follows: 
1. for podiatry. cosmetology. barbering. and 

mortuary SCience. e"d-~ee±e±-werk7 three members each. 
licensed to practice the profession Eor which the 
board conducts examinations. and two members who are 
not licensed to practice the profession for WhiCh ~he 
board conducts examinations and who shall represen~ 
the general public. A quorum shall ccnsist of a 
majority of the members of the board. 

Sec. 5. Section 147.14. Code 1987, is amended by 
adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For social wark and mental 
health counseling examiners. three members licensed to 
practice social work; two members licensed to practi('~ 
mental health counseling; and two members who ate nc~ -
licensed to practice social work or mental health 
counseling and who shall represent the general public. 
A majority of the members of the board constltutes a 
quorum. 

Sec. 6. Section 147.25. unnumbe~ed paragraph 4, 
Code 1987. is amended to read as follows: 

In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee 
may be set by the respective examining boards fo~ eacn 
license and renewal oe a license to practice ~ee~e±~e7 
~tl~gerY7-?od~e~rY7-o~~eepa~hY7-e~teo~ath±e-~ed±e±ne 
end-stlrgerY7-eh±ropr8et±e7-ntlrsi"97-dent±strY7-de~tar 
hyg±e~e7-e~~o~etrY7-pher~ee77-phys±e8~-~herepY7 
eeetlpatiene±-~hertlpY7-see±e±-wer~7-~eter±nery 
medie~ne7-er-d±etetie~ a profession. which fee shall 
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1 be based on the annual cost of collecting information 
2 for use by the department in tile aaministration of the 
3 system of health personnel statistics established by 

this section. The fee shall be collected, transmi:ced 
to the treasurer of state and deposited in the gene,al 
fund of the state in the manner in which license and 
renewal fees of the respective proress:ons are 
collected, transm~tted, ar.d deposited i~ the genera~ 
fund. 
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10 
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28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
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Sec. 7. Sectlon 147.74, Ccde Supplement 1987, is 
amended by adding the following new unnumbered 
paragraph after unnumbered paragraph 11: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A mental health 
counselor licensed under chapter 154C and this chapter 
may use the words "licensed mental health counselor" 
after the person's name. A mental health counselor 
licensed under chapter 154C and this chapter who 
possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 
"Doctor" or "Dr.!! in conjunc~ion with the person's 
name, but shall add after the person's name the wo:ds 
"Licensed Mental Health Counselor". 

Sec. 8. Section 147.76, Code 1987, is amended to 
read as follows: 

147.76 RULES PReMBb6A~~9 ADOPTED. 
The examining boards fo~ ~he various profess:ons 

shall p~em~~9aee adopt all necessary and proper ~~les 
to implement and interpret ehe-p~ov~~~on~-ef this 
chapter and chapters 148, 148A, 148C, 149, ISO, 150A, 
151, 152, 153, 154, 154A, 1543, 154C, 155, and 156. 

Sec. 9. Section 147.80, subsection :8~ Code 1987, 
is amended to read as follows: 

18. License to practice social wo[~ issued on the 
basis of an examination by the board ~f social work 
and mental health counselinQ examine~s, or license to 
practice social work issued under a reciprocity 
agreement, or renewal of a !icense to practice soci.a~ 
work. 

Sec. 10. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amended by 
adding the following new subsectlon after sub~ec:ion 
18 and renumbering the subsequent s~bsections: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 19. License to practice ~e~:al 
health counseling issued upon the basis of an 
examination given by the board of social work and 
mental health counseling exam:ners, license to 
practice mental health counseling issued under a 
reciprocal agreement, or renewal of a license to 
practice mental health counseling. 

Sec. ~1. Section 154C.l, Cede 1987, is ame~ded to 
read as follows: 

154C.l DEFINITIONS. 
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I 
2 
3 ,. 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

.10 

12 
13 

As used in this chapter unless the context 
otherwise requires: 

1. "Board" means the board of social work and 
~ental ~ealth counseling examiners. 

2. "Licensed "!ental health counselor II mea~s a 
Derson lice~sed to practice me~tal ~ealth cou~sel~ng. 

3. "LiceGsed social worker" e~-~~±ee"~eeu means a 
person l~ce~sed to pract:ce social work. 

4. "Lice~see" means a persc~ l~censed u~der this 
chaDter. 

s. lI~entai. :--.t?a:t~ ccunseli:-!g" r:1ea~s the_9J'o~isio;; 
oE counsell~q se~v:ces involvi~g assessment, re~erral. 
consultation, and the aoplication DE therapy, human 

14 development princioles. learning theory. grouD 
15 dynamics. and the etiology of maladjustment and 
16 dvsEunctional behavior to lndividuals. fami:ies. and 
17 ?ro~ps ~O:' tr.e purpos_e of D:omoting optimal. :nental 
18 nea~th. 
, 0 --20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
3S 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

3 6. "Practice of l:censed social work" means the 
professional activi:y of licensed soclal workecs which 
is directed at enhancing, protecting, or ,es(o,ing 
people'~ capacity for social functioning and includes 
the application of social work methods and values in 
evaluating personal and family problems and 
relationships, assisting persons and families with 
adjustment problems and reaching appropriate decisions 
about their lives, and counseling emotionally 
distressed individuals and families. 

• 7. "Private Dractice of licensed social work" 
means-the autonomo~s professional activity of a 
licensed social worker which is not under the ausplces 
of a public or private nonprofit corporation. 

Sec. 12. Section 154C.2, unnumbe,ed paragraph 2, 
Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent 
individuals not licensed as social workers or mental 
health counselors Erom working within their respectiv~ 

professions or occupations if they do not hold 
themselves out to the public as being licensed social 
workers or licensed mental health counselors. Secticn 
147.83 does not apply to persons who are not ±zee~~ec 
as-seeiet-we~~e~~ licensees and do not hold c~emselves 
out as tiee~se~-see~at-wer~ers :tce~sees. 

Sec. 13. Section 154C.3, Code 1?87, is amended to 
read as follows: 

l54C.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSE AS-A-~~eEN5EB 
S6HAE,-W6RRER. 

42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 Each applicant Eor a license as a cicensed soclal 
49 worker or a licensed mental health counselor shall 
50 meet the following requirements: 

• 
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1 1 Possess a master's or doctoral degree ~n-~oe~tl~ 

lie 2 
3 
4 

wo~~ from an accredited co~lege or u~ versity approved 
by the board. For a license as a soc a1 worKe:, the 
degree shall be in social work. for a license_.~:,; a 
mental health counselor, t~e degree shdll be in 
counseling with courses in the ~ield of ~ental ~edlt~ 
counseling or shall be a degree ~n an ailled mental 
health field. 

5 
5 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

2. Pass an examinatio~ approved by the boaed ~~r 

~~~s the purpose of lice~sure. 
3.~ave two years experience in the ac~ivi::ps of 

the practice of ~ec~a~-wor~ the oroEession ~o: wn~ch 
the applicant is requesting licensure. 

Sec. 14. Section 154C.4, Code 1987, is amended by 
adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Educational, experiential, and 
examinational standards for licensure as a menta: 
health counselor. 

Sec. 15. Section 154C.5, unnumbered paragraph :, 
Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

A ~~ee~~ed-~eeia~-we~~e~ licensee or a ?erson 
wcrking under supervision of a licensee shall not 
disclose or be compelled to disclose information 
acquired from persons consulting that person in a 
professional capacity except: 

e 27 
28 
29 

Sec. 16. TRANSITION -- NEW MEMBERS OF BOARD. The 
members of the board of social work examiners shall 
become ~embers of the board of social work and mental 
health counseling examiners and may continue to serve 
the terms to which they were appointee. However, 
service on both boards shall be considered toget~er 
for the purposes of section 147.19. 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Page 

Notwithstanding section 147.19, for the initial 
terms of the additional membe~s of the board of social 
work and mental health counseling examiners, the 
governor shall appoint one member to serve a te~"- of 
one year and one member to serve a term of three 
years. The initial appointees' successors shall be 
appointed for terms of three years each, except that a 
person chosen to fill a vacancy shall be appointed 
only for the unexpired term of the board member 
replaced. 

In.making the initial appointments to represent 
mental health counselors on the board of social work 
and mental health counseling examiners, the governor 
shall appoint persons who meet the requirements of 
section 154C.3, subsections 1 and 3, as amended by 
this Act." 

2. Title page, by striking linp 2 and inserting 
the following: "changing the name and composition of 
6 

-~'" '':-;'. , 
2 

the board of.social work examiners and adding powers 
and duties or the board with respect to mental health 
counselors, If. 3 

S-S277 
_ i'i1E9 r.l~rch 9, 1988 

... .:.)'. '"'/ ~-:',;; (.1' 4~·-r,./ 
BY JOH~ A. PETCRSOX 



SENATE 4 
MARCH 15, 1988 

SENATE FILE 2212 

s- 5 34 5 

1 Amend the amendment, 5-5277, to Senate File 2212 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 14, by inserting after the word 
4 "dietitian," the following: "marital and family 
5 therapist,". 
6 2. Page 1, line 21, by inserting aEter the word 
7 "science," the fOllowing: "marital and family 
8 therapy,". 
9 3. Page 2, by striking lines 17 and 18 and 

10 inserting the following: 
11 "14. For social workers, marital and family 
12 therapists, and mental health counselors, social work~ 
13 marital and family therapy, and mental health 
14 counseling". 
15 4. Page 2, line 33, by inserting after the word 
16 "work" the following: ", marital and family 
17 therapy,". 
18 5. Page 2, line 35, by inserting after the word 
19 "work;" the following: "two members licensed to 
20 practice marital and family therapy;". 
21 6. Page 2, line 37, by inserting after the word 
22 "work" the following: ", marital and family 
23 therapy,". 
24 7. Page 3, line 12, by striking the words 
25 "paragraph after" and inserting the following: 
26 "paragraphs after". 
27 8. Page 3, by inserting after line 12 the 
28 following: 
29 "NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A mar;tal and family 
30 therapist licensed under chapter 1540 and this chapter 
31 may use the words "licensed marital and family 
32 therapist" after the person'5 name or signify the same 
33 by the use of the letters "L.N.F.T." after the 
34 person's name, A marital and family therapist 
35 licensed under chapter 154C and this chapter who 
36 possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 
37 "Doctor" or "Dr." in conjunction with the person's 
38 name, but shall add after the person's name the words 
39 "Licensed Marital and Family Therapist"." • 
40 9. Page 3, line 33, by inserting after the word 
41 "work" the following: ", marital and family 
42 therapy,". 
43 10. Page 3, line 39, by striking the words 
44 "subsection after" and inserting the following: 
45 "subsections after". 
46 11. Page 3, by inserting after line 40 the 
47 following: 
48 "NEW SUBSECTION. 19. License to practice marit~l 
49 and family therapy issued upon the basis of an 
50 examination given by the board of social work, marital 

• 
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1 and family therapy, a~d mental hea th counseling 
2 examiners, license to practice mar tal and family 
3 therapy issued under a reciprocal agree~er.t, or 
4 renewal of a lice~se to practice mari~al and fa~ily 
5 therapy." 
6 12. Page 3, line 41, by striking the figure "19" 
7 and inserting the following: "20". 
8 13. Page 3, line 43, by inserting a:ter tr.e word 
9 "work" the following: ", marital and fa~ily 

10 therapy,". 
11 14. Page 4, line 3, by inserting after the word 
12 "work" the following: ", marital and fa~i:y 
13 therapy,". 
14 15. Page 4, by inserting after line 4, the 
15 following: 
16 "2. "Licensed marital and family therapist" means 
17 a person licensed to practice marital and family 
18 therapy." 
19 16. Page 4, line 5. by striking the figure "2." 
20 and inserting the following: "3.". 
21 17. Page 4, line 7, by striking the figure "3" 
22 and inserting the following: "4". 
23 18. Page 4, line 9, by stri~ing the figure "4" 
24 and inserting the following: "5". 
25 19. Page 4, by inserting after line 10 the 
26 following: 
27 6. "Marital and family therapy" means the 
28 application of principles and methods of marital and 
29 family therapv and other therapeutic techniques in the 
30 assessment and resolution of emotional conflict, 
31 modification of perceptions and behavior, and -
32 alteration and establishment of attitudes and patterns 
33 9f interaction relative to marriage, family life, and 
34 interpersonal relationships. 
35 20. Page 4, line :1, by striking the figure "5" 
36 and inserting the following: "7". 
37 21. Page 4, line 19, by 'strIking the figure "6" 
38 and inserting the following: "8". 
39 22. Page 4, line 29, by strIking the figure "7" 
40 and inserting the following: "9". 
41 23. Page 4, line 36, by inserting after the word 
42 ·workers· the following: ", marital and family 
43 therapists,". 
44 24. Page 4, line 40, by inserting after the word 
45 "workers" the following: ", marital and family 
46 therapists". 
47 25. Page 4, line 49, by inserting after the word 
48 "worker" the following: ", marital and family 
49 therapist,". 
50 26. Page 5, line 4, by inserting after the word 
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1 I'work." the following: 
2 and family therapis~, 
3 and family theraoy or 
4 ~~~ved by the board. 

"For a license as a marital 
he degree shall be in marital 
ts equivalent or from a program 

S 27. Page 5, line 17, by inserting after the word 
6 "licensure" the following: "as a marital and family 
7 therapist and licensure". 
8 28. Page S, line 28, by inserting after the word 
9 "work" the following: ", marital and family 

10 therapy,n. 
29. Page 5, line 35, by inserting after the word 

12 "work" the following: ., marital and family 
tr.erapy,". 

, , 
Ll. 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

30. Page S, by striking line 37 and inserting the 
fOllowing: "one year, one member to serve a term of 
two years, and tWO members to serve terms of three". 

31. Page 5, by inserting after line 42 the 
fallowing: 

"For two years after the effective date of this 
Act, the board members appointed to represent marital 

21 and family therapists shall only be required to 
22 possess a master's or doctoral degree in marital and 
23 family therapy, or its equivalent, from an accredited 
24 college or university." 
25 32. Page 5, line 44, by inserting after the word 
26 "work" the following: ", marital and family 
27 therapy,". 
28 33. By striking page S, line 49, through page 6, 
29 line 3, and inserting the following: 
30 " Title page, by striking Lnes 1 and 2 and 
31 inserting the following: "An Act relating to the 
32 credentialing of persons in certain related health 
33 care profeSsions; changing the name and composition of 
34 the board of social work examiners and adding powers 
35 and duties of the board with respect to marital and 
36 family therapists and mental health counselors,"." 

5-5345 
Filed March 14, 1988 BY JOHN A. PETERSON 
, :,/,::.2 "",, c;" :.~ ~ ) ,,,./ ~. 



SENATE FILE 2212 

S-C,349 

1 Amend Senate File 2212 as follows: 
2 _. Page 5, by striking lines 5 and 6 and 
3 inserting ~he following: 
4 "3. Have at least twO years of pOstdeg ree 

5 experience, supervised by a mental health 
6 professional, in assessing mental health problems and 
7 needs of individuals used in providing appropriate 
8 mental health services for those individuals." 
9 2. By striking page 5, line 22 through page 6, 

10 line 4, and inserting the following: 
11 "A licensed mental health counselor or a person 
12 working under the supervision of a licensed mental 
13 health counselor is subject to chapter 228." 

5-5349 
Filed Marph 14, 1988 
0<~,:t~~/'~"", ~,/..;;". (~;f 

BY MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

• ;.1 

• 

• 
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SENATE rILE 21,12, 
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 22, 1988) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act relating 

2 establishing 

to the credentialing of menta: r.ealth counselors, 

a board of mental health cOl:nseling exam1ners, 

3 

4 

making penalties applicable, and providing other properly 

related matters. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

SF 2212 

~ ... ;./ cc/ 2 5 

. .,., 
• 
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1 Section 1. Seccion 1~7.1, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

2 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

3 2. "Licensed" or "certified" when applied to a physician 

4 and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopathic physician and 

5 surgeon, psychologist or associate psychologist, chiropractor, 

6 nurse, dentist, dental hygienist, optometrist, speech 

7 pathologist, audiologist, pha~macist, physical therapist, 

8 occupational therapist, practitioner of cosmetology, 

9 practitioner of barbering, funeral director, dietl:ian, xenta> 

10 health counselor, or social worKer means a person licensed 

11 under this tl~le. 

12 3 . "Profession" means medicine and surgery, podiatry, 

13 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, psychology, 

14 chiropractic, nursillg, dentistry, dental hyglene, optometry, 

15 speech pathology, audiology, pharmacy, physical ~herapy, 

16 occupational therapy, cosmetology, barbering, mortuary 

17 science, mental health counselj~ social work~ or dietetics. 

18 Sec. 2. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is ame:lded to read as 

19 follows: 

20 147.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 

21 An applicant for a license to practice a procession under 

22 this title is not inel:glble because of age, citIzenship, sex, 

23 race, religion, marital status or national origin, although 

24 the application form may require Citizenship iil~ormation. A 

25 board may consider t~e ~ast fe~ony record of an applicant only 

26 if the felony conviction relates directly to the p:acr.ice of 

27 med~e±Me,-podiatr7,-o~teo?athi,-osteopa~h~e-~ed±ei~e-aMe 

28 s~r~ery,-ehiropreette,-M~~~tM~,-p~ieho~o~y,-optometry,-~peeeh 

29 pathoto9y,-etldtoiogY7-?harmaei,-~his±eat-t~e~apy,-oeetl?BtioMe± 

30 t~erapy,-eo~~etoiogY7-berbertMg7-mort~ary-5eteMee,-50e~ai-wo~k 

31 or-ciieteties the profession for which the applicant requests 

32 to be licensed. Character references may be required, but 

33 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the profession. 

34 Sec. 3. Section 147.13, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 

-1-
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7 

8 
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147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

The examining boards provided in section 147.12 shall be 

designated as follows: 

1. For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy, and 

osteopathic medicine and surge,y, medical examiners,-fer~ 

2. For psychology, psychology examiners7-fo~. 

3. For podiatry, podiatry examiners7-fo~~ 

4. For chiropractic, chiropractic examiners~-Eor~ 

9 5. For physical therapists and occupational therapists, 

10 physical and occupational therapy examiners,-Eo~~ 

11 6. For nursing, board of nursing,-for. 

12 7. For dentistry and dental hygiene, dental examiners, 

13 fer. 

14 8. For optometry, optometry examiners7-fer~ 

15 9. For speech pathology and audiology, speech pathology 

16 and audiology examiners7-for~ 

17 

18 

10. For cosmetology, cosmetology examLners7-fe~. 

11. For barbering, barber examiners,-fer. 

19 12. For pharmacy, pharmacy examlners,-for., 

20 13. For mortuary science, mortuary scien(:e examiners7-~er~ 

21 ::.1...:4...:. __ I.":..,:::::0..:..r social workers, social work exanllners,-i'or. 

22 15. For mental health co~nselors. mental h~alth counse:ing 

23 examiners. 

24 16. For dietetics, dietetic examiners. 

25 Sec. 4. Section 147.14, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

26 the following new subsection: 

27 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For mental health counseling 

28 examiners, three members licensed to practice mental health 

29 counseling and two members who are not licensed to practice 

30 mental health counseling and who shall represent the gene~al 

31 public. A majority of the members of the board constitutes a 

32 quorum. 

33 Sec. 5. Section 147.25. unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1987, 

34 is amended to read as follows: 

35 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee may be 

-2-
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1 set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

2 renewal of a license to practice medieine,-3~rger7,-p~di~t~1' 

3 e3teep8tM7,-e3te~p8thie-medie~ne-8nd-3tl~ge~7,-eh~~epr8et~c, 

4 Mtlpgin9,-denti3t~7,-dent8i-h79iene,-epromet~,,-ph8pm8e7, 

5 phy~ie8i-~her8py,-Oeetlp~tion8i-the~~py,-30ei8i-wor~, 

6 ~ete~i"~~y-~edie~ne,-op-dietetie3 a pro:ession, which fee 

7 shall be based on the annual cost of collecting information 

8 for use by the department in the administration of the systpm 

9 of health personne: stat~stics established by this section. 

10 The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

11 state and deposlted in the general fund of the state ill t~e 

12 manner in which license a~d renewa: fees of r.he respective 

13 professions are co:lected, transmitted, and deposited in the 

14 general fund. 

15 Sec. 6. Section 147.74, Code Supplement :987, is amended 

16 by adding the following new Ilnnumbered paragraph after 

17 unnumbered paragraph ll: 

18 NEW UNNU~8EREO PARAGRA?H. A mental health counselor 

19 licensed under chapter 1540 and this chapter may use the words 

20 "licensed mental health counselor" after the ?erson's name. A 

21 men:al health counselor licensed ~nder cha~ter 1540 and this 

22 chapter who possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 

23 "Doctor" or ·'Dr.'1 in conjunction with the person's name, but 

24 shall add after the person's name the words "Slcensed Mental 

25 Health Counseior". 

26 Sec. 7. Section 147.76, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 147.76 RCLES PReMHb6A~Ea AOOPTEJ. 

29 The examinlng boards for the various ?roEessions shall 

30 p~emtl!9ate adopt all necessary and proper rules to implement 

31 and interpret the-pro~~sion~-of this chapter and chapters 148, 

32 148A, 148C, 149, 150, 150A, 151, 10,2, 153, 154, 154A, 1548, 

33 154C, 1540, 155, and 156. 

34 Sec. 8. Section 147.80, Code 1987, 1S amended by adding 

35 the following new subsection after subsection 18 and 

-3-
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1 renumbering the subsequent subsections: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 19. License to practice mental health 

3 counseling issued upon the basis of an examination given by 

4 the board of mental health counseling examiners, license to 

5 practice mental health counseling issued under a reciprocal 

6 agreement, or renewal of a license to practice mental health 

7 counseling. 

8 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 154D.l DEFINITIONS. 

9 As used in this chapter unless the context otherwise 

10 requires: 

11 1. "Board" means the board of mental health counseling 

12 examiners. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2. "Licensed mental health counselor" or "licensee" means 

a person licensed to practice mental health counseling. 

3. "Mental health counseling" means the provision of 

counseling services involving assessment, referral, 

consultation, and the application of therapy, human 

development principles, learning theory, group dynamics, and 

the etiology of maladjustment and dysfunctional behavior to 

individuals, families, and groups for the purpose of promoting 

21 optimal mental health. 

22 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 154D.2 APPLICABILITY. 

23 This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent individuals not 

24 licensed as mental health counselors from working within their 

25 respective professions or occupations if they do not held 

26 themselves out to the public as being licensed mental health 

27 counselors. Section 147.83 does not apply to persons who are 

28 not licensed as mental health counselors and do noc hold 

29 themselves out as licensed mental health counselors. 

30 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. l54D.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR L:CE~SE. 

31 Each applicant for a license as a licensed mental health 

32 counselor shall meet the following requirements: 

33 1. Possess a master's or doctoral degree from an 

34 accredited college or university approved by the board. The 

35 degree shall be in counseling with courses in the field of 

-4-
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1 mental health counseling or shall be a degree in an allied 

2 mental health field. 

3 2. Pass an examination approved by the board for the 

4 purpose of licensure. 

5 3. Have at least two years of gostdegree experience, 

6 supervised by a mental health professional, in assessing 

7 mental health problems and needs oe individuals used in ... ___ -"'reo ...... 

8 providing appropriate mental health services for those 
..- ._' w'," .e_ 

9 ind~viduals. -
10 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 154D.4 RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

11 In addition to duties and responsibilities provided in 

12 chapters 147 and 258A, the board shall adopt rules relating 

13 to: 

l4 1. Educational, experiential, and examinational standards 

15 for licensure as a mental health counselor. 

16 2. Standards for professional conduct of persons licensed 

17 under this chapter. 

18 3. The administration of this chapter. 

19 4 . The status of active and inactive licer.sure and 

20 guidelines for inactive licensure reentry. 

21 5. Educational activities which fulfill continuIng 

22 education requirements for renewal of licenses. 

23 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 154D.5 CONFIDENTIALITY OF 

24 INFORNATION. 

25 A licens~d mental health counselor or a person working 

26 under the supervision of a licensed mental health counselor is 
•• 

27 subject to chapter 228. 

28 Sec. 14. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. Notwithstanding sectior. 

29 147.19, of the lnitial appointees to the board of mental 

30 health counseling examiners, the governor shall appoint one 

31 member to serve a term of one year, two members to serve terms 

32 of two years, and two members to serve terms of three years. 

33 The initial appointees' successors shall be appointed for 

34 terms of three years each, except that a person chosen to fill 

35 a vacancy shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of 

-5-
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1 the board member replaced. 

2 In making the initial appointments to represent mental 

3 health counselors on the board of mental health counseling 

4 examiners, the governor shall appoint persons who meet the 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

requirements of 

amended by this 

section 154D.3, subsections 1 and 3, as 

Act. 

SIMILAR TO SS8 2080 (LSB 7696SC) 
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SENATE FILE -:;j), £ <£ "''''..J. (flY. 

~~'i. 
(PROPOSED COM."\ITTEE ON .. ~ A BY 

~~~N'4)1..7"'z.... 

STATE GOVERNMENT BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 
vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

A Bill FOR 

Act relating to the credentialing of mental health counselors, 

changing the name and composition of the board of social work 

examiners and adding powers and duties of the board with 

respect to mental health counselors, making penalties 

applicable, and providing other properly related matters. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 7696SC 72 

jw/sc/14 
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1 Section 1. Section 147.1, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

2 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

3 2. "Licensed" or ·certified" when applied to a physician 

4 and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopathic physician and 

5 surgeon, psychologist or associate psychologist, chiropractor, 

6 nurse, dentist, dental hygienist, optometrist, speech 

7 pathologist, audiologist, pharmacist, physical therapist, 

8 occupational therapist, practitioner of cosmetology, 

9 practitioner of bareering, funeral director, dietitian, mental 

10 health counselor, or social worker means a person licensed 

11 under this title. 

12 3. "Profession" means medicine and surgery, podiatry, 

13 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, psychology, 

14 chiropractic, nursing, dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, 

15 speech pathology, audiology, pharmacy, physical therapy, 

16 occupational therapy, cosmetology, barbering, mortuary 

17 science, mental health counseling, social work, or dietetics. 

18 Sec. 2. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 147.3 QUALIFICATlONS. 

21 An applicant for a license to practice a profession under 

22 this title is not ineligible because of age, citizenship, sex, 

23 race, religion, marital status or national origin, although 

24 the application form may require citizenship information. A 

25 board may consider the past felony record of an applicant only 

26 if the felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 

27 m@d~e~ne7-~odietrY7-o~teo~~t~Y7-o~t@o~athie-medieine-~nd 

28 ~~~~ery,-eh~ropreetie7-n~r~in~7-psyehoio9y,-o~tometrY7-speech 

29 petheio9Y7-e~dio:e9Y7-~harmaeY7-~hys~eai-therepY7-eee~patien8~ 

30 there~Y7-eosm@tO%09Y7-~ar~er±n97-mortcery-~e~enee7-soei8~-werk 

31 or-dieteties the profession for which the applicant requests 

32 to be licensed. Character references may be required, but 

33 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the profession. 

34 Sec. 3. Section 147.13, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

35 follows: 

-1-
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147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

The examining boards provided in section 147.12 shall be 

designated as follows: 

1. For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy, and 

osteopathic medicine and surgery, medical examiners7-£or~ 

2. For psychology, psychology examiners7-fo~~ 

3. For podiatry, podiatry examiners7-for~ 

4. For chiropractic, chiropractic examiners7-fer~ 

5. For physical therapists and occupational therapists, 

physical and occupational therapy examiners;-fer~ 

6. For nursing, board of nursing7-fer. 

12 7. For dentistry and dental hygiene, dental examiners; 

13 for. 

14 8. For optometry, optometry examiners7-£er~ 

15 9. For speech pathology and audiology, speech pathology 

16 and audiology examiners7-for~ 

17 10. For cosmetology, cosmetology examinerS7-£er~ 

18 

19 

20 

barbering, barber examiners7-fer~ 

pharmacy, pharmacy examiners7-£or~ 

mortuary science, mortuary science examinerS7-for~ 

21 social workers and mental health counselors, 

22 and mental health counseling examiners7-fo~~ 

23 dietetics, dietetic examiners. 

24 Section 147.14, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

25 amended to read as follows: 

26 1. For podiatry, cosmetology, barbering, and mortuary 

27 science, eftd-~oe±ai-wo~~7 three members each, licensed to 

28 practice the profession for which the board conducts 

29 examinations, and two members who are not licensed to practice 

30 the profession for which the board conducts examinations and 

31 who shall represent the general public. A quorum shall 

32 consist of a majority of the members of the board. 

33 Sec. 5. Section 147.14, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

• 34 the following new subsection: 

35 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For social work and mental health 

-2-
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1 counseling examiners, three members licensed to practice 

2 social work; two members licensed to practice mental health 

3 counseling; and two members who are not licensed to practice 

4 social work or mental health counseling and who shall 

5 represent the general public. A majority of the members of 

6 the board constitutes a quorum. 

7 Sec. 6. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1987, 

8 is amended to read as follows: 

9 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee rr.ay be 

10 set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

11 renewal of a license to practice mediei~e7-~tlrgerY7-podiaerY7 

12 e~teop8e~Y7-o~eeop8e~ie-medie±~e-a~d-~tlrgerY7-ehiropraeeie, 

13 nar~ing7-denti~trY7-dent8i-~yg±ene,-optometr77-p~armae77 

14 phy~±eai-therapY7-0eetlpat±onai-therapY7-~oeiai-wor~7 

15 veter±nery-medieine7-or-eietetie~ a profession, which fee 

16 shall be based on the annual cost of collecting information 

17 for use by the department in the administration of the system 

18 of health personnel statistics established by this section. 

19 The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

20 state and deposited in the general fund of the state in the 

21 manner in which license and renewal fees of the respective 

22 professions are collected, transmitted, and deposited in the 

23 general fund. 
24 Sec. 7. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

25 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after 

26 unnumbered paragraph 11: 

27 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A mental health counselor 

28 licensed under chapter l54C and this chapter may use the words 

29 "licensed mental health counselor" after the person's name. A 

30 mental health counselor licensed under chapter 154C and this 

31 chapter who possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 

32 "Doctor" or "Dr." in conjunction with the person's name, but 

33 shall add after the person's name the words "Licensed Mental 

34 Health Counselor". 

35 Sec. 8. Section 147.76, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
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1 follows: 

2 147.76 RULES PR9M8bGAPEB ADOPTED. 

3 The examining boards for the various professio~s shall 

4 premH%~a~e adopt all necessary and proper rules to implemer.t 

5 and interpret ~he-pre~isiefts-ef this chapter and chapters 148, 
6 148A, 148C, 149, ISO, 150A, 151, 152, 153, 154, 154A, 154B, 

7 154C, 155, and 156. 
8 Sec. 9. Section 147.80, subsection 18, Code 1987, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 18. License to practice social work issued on the basis of 

11 an examination by the board of social work and mental health 

12 counseling examiners, or license to practice socia: work 

13 issued under a reciprocity agreement, or renewal of a license 

14 to practice social work. 

15 Sec. 10. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amenced by adding 
16 the following new subsection after subsection 18 and 

renumbering the subsequent subsections: 17 

18 

19 
20 

21 

22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

NEW SUBSECTION. 19. License to practice mental health 

counseling issued upon the basis of an examination given by 

the board of SC:::~2':' work and mental health counseling 

examiners, license to practice mental health counseling issued 

under a reciprocal agreement, or renewal of a license to 

practice mental health counseling. 

Sec. 11. Section l54C.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

follows: 
154C.l DEFINITIONS. 

AS used in this chapter unless the context otherwise 

requires: 

29 1. "Board" means the board of social work and mental 

30 health counseling examiners. 

31 

32 

33 
34 

35 

2. "Licensed mental health counselor" means a person 
licensed to practice mental health counseling. 

3. "Licensed social worker" or_a~±eenseea means a person 

licensed to practice social work. 

4. "Licensee" means a person licensed under ~his cnapter. 
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1 5. "Mental health counseling" means the provision of 

2 counseling services involving assessment, referral, 

3 consultation, and the application of therapy, human 

4 development principles, learning theory, group dynamics, and 

5 the etiology of maladjustment and dysfunctional behavior to 

6 individuals, families, and groups for the ouroose of promoting 

7 optimal mental health. 

8 3 6. "Practice of licensed social work" means the 

9 professional activity of licensed social workers which is 

10 directed at enhancing, protecting, or restoring people's 

11 capacity for social functioning and includes the application 

12 of social work methods and values in evaluating personal and 

13 family problems and relationships, assisting persons and 

14 families with adjustment problems and reaching appropriate 

15 decisions about their lives, and counseling emotionally 

16 distressed individuals and families. 

17 4 7. "Private practice of licensed social work" means the 

18 autonomous professional activity of a licensed social worker 

19 which is not under the auspices of a public or private 

20 nonprofit corporation. 

21 Sec. 12. Section 154C.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

22 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

23 This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent individuals not 

24 licensed as social workers or mental health counselors from 

25 working within their respective professions or occupations if 
26 they do not hold themselves out to the public as being 

27 licensed social workers or licensed mental health counselors. 

28 Section 147.83 does not apply to persons who are not ±±~e~~ed 

29 a~-~oe±a%-wo~ke~~ licensees and do not hold themselves out as 

30 %±een~ed-~o~±a%-wo~~e~~ licensees. 

31 Sec. 13. Section 154C.3, Code 1987, ~s amended to read as 

32 follows: 

33 154C.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSE AS-A-bI€ENSE9-S8€IAb 

34 WeRHER. 
35 Each applicant for a license as a licensed social worker or 
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~ "~ a licensed mental health counselor shall meet the following 
2 requirements: 

3 1. Possess a master's or doctoral degree ~n-see%a+-wo~k 

4 from an accredited college or university approved by the 

5 board. For a license as a social wo~ker, the degree shall be 
6 in social work. For a license as a mental health counselor, 

7 the degree shall be in counseling with courses in the field of 

8 mental health counseling or shall be a degree in an allied 

9 mental health field. 
10 2. Pass an examination approved by the board for eh±s the 

11 purpose of licensure. 

12 3. Have two years experience in the activities of the 

13 practice of soe~a%-wo~~ the profession for which the applicant 

14 is reguesting licensure. 

Sec. 14. Section 154C.4, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

~he following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Educational, experiential, and 
examinational standards for licensure as a mental health 

counselor. 
20 Sec. 15. Section 154C.5, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

21 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

22 A %±eensed-soe±a%-wo~~er licensee or a person working under 

23 supervision of a licensee shall not disclose or be compelled 

24 to disclose information acquired from persons consulting that 

25 person in a professional capacity except: 
26 Sec. 16. TRANSITION -- NEW MEMBERS OF BOARD. The members 

27 of the board of social work examiners shall become members of 
28 the board of social work and mental health counseling 

29 examiners and may continue to serve the terms to which they 

30 were appointed. However, service on both boards shall be 

31 considered together for the purposes of section 147.19. 

32 Notwithstanding section 147.19, for the initial terms of 

33 the additional members of the board of social work and mental 

~~34 health counseling examiners, the governor shall appoint one 

35 member to serve a term of -one year and one member to serve a 
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1 term of three yea~s. The initial appointees' successors shall 

2 be appointed for terms of three years each, except that a 

3 person chosen to fill a vacancy shall be appointed only for 

4 the unexpired term of the board member replaced. 

5 In making the initial appointments to represent mental 

6 health counselors on the board of social work and mental 

7 health counseling examiners, the governor shall appoint 

8 persons who meet the requirements of section 154C.3, 

9 subsections 1 and 3, as amended by this Act. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill provides for the credentialing of mental health 

12 counselors. The board of social work examiners is renamed the 

13 board of social work and mental health counseling examiners 

14 and its composition is changed by adding two mental health 

15 counselor members, making a total of seven members. This 

16 board would function as the credentialing authority for both 

17 social workers and mental health counselors. 

18 The bill sets forth the requirements for licensure as a 

19 mental health counselor, which are possession of a master's 

20 degree, two years of professional experience, and passage of 

21 an examination. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

The bill provides title protection fo~ licensed mental 

health counselors, but it does not contain a requirement for 

licensure in order to practice. 
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