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1 An Act relat~ng to tne modificatio~ of dissolution and pare~tage 
2 decrees. 
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1 Section 1. Sect~on 598.21. sllhsect~nn 8. Code 1987. is 

2 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraphs 

3 after paragraph ~: 

4 NEW UN~UMBERED PARAGRAP~. 
----- ~- .. >---

Improved techr.ology ~ead:ng :c 

5 better evidence of ~cnpa:ernity is not barred by t~~e :imits 

6 on new evidence and const:tutes a substantial cnange in 

7 circ~~stances authorizing the court to modify a previous 

8 determination oE paternity. 

9 NEW UNNUM3EREJ ?ARAGRAPE. The enactment of secteon 598.4l 

10 or the enactment of any subStantive amendment to section 

11 598.4l constitutes a substantial change in circumstances 

12 authorizing the court to modify an award of child custody. 

13 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 675.43 MODIFICATION. 

14 1. The court may subsequently modify orders made ullder 

15 this chapter if a substantial change in circumstances occurs. 

16 ModiEication of orders pertaining to child Cllstody sha:: be 

17 made pursuant to section 598.4~ or chapter 5~8A. 

18 2. The enactment of section 598.41 or the enactme~t of any 

19 substantive amendment to section 598.41 constitutes a 

20 substantial change in circumstances authorizing the COllrt to 

21 modify a~ award of child c~stody. 

22 3. Improved tech~ology :eadi~g to better eVidence o~ 

23 nonpaternity :s ~Ot barred by time limits on new evidence and 

24 constitutes a substantial cha::ge in circumstances authcrizi~g 

25 the court to modify a previo~s determination of paternity. 

26 Sec. 3. CHAPTER TITLE CHANGE. The Code editor shall 

27 change the title of "hapter 675 :0 "Parentage o~ Children and 

28 Obligation ~O[ Sllppcrt". 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 T~is bil: prc~~(jes that d~ssol~tion and pare~tage dec:ees 

31 may be modif~ed i~ a 5~b5ta~t~a: change of circums~dnces 

32 OCCllrs due :0 new:! :mproved teChnology relating to 

33 nonpaternity deter~ination or d~e to the enactment of 

34 substantive legislat:on reiat,ng to child custody awards. 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the modification of dissolution and parentage 

2 decrees. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 598.21, subsection 8, Code 1987, is 
2 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraphs 

3 after paragraph k: 
4 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Improved technology leading to 

5 better evidence of nonpaternity is not barred by time limits 
6 on new evidence and constitutes a substantial change in 

7 circumstances authorizing the court to modify a previous 
8 determination of paternity. 
9 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The enactment of section 598.41 

10 or the enactment of any substantive amendment to section 

11 598.41 constitutes a substantial change in circumstances 
.12 authorizing the court to modify an award of child custody. 

13 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 675.43 MODIFICATION. 
14 1. The court may subsequently mOdify orders made under 

15 this chapter if a substantial change in circumstances occurs. 
16 Modification of orders pertaining to child custody shall be 
17 made pursuant to section 598.41 or chapter 598A. 
18 2. The enactment of section 598.41 or the enactment of any 

19 substantive amendment to section 598.41 constitutes a 
20 substantial change in circumstances authorizing the court to 

21 modify an award of child custody. 
22 3. Improved technology leading to better evidence of 

23 nonpaternity is not barred by time limits on new evidence and 
24 constitutes a substantial change in circumstances authorizing 

25 the court to modify a previous determination of paternity. 
26 Sec. 3. CHAPTER TITLE CHANGE. The Code editor shall 
27 change the title of chapter 675 to "Parentage of Children and 
28 Obligation for Support". 
29 EXPLANATION 
30 This bill provides that dissolution and parentage decrees 

31 may be modified if a substantial change of circumstances 
32 occurs due to newly improved technology relating to 
33 nonpaternity determination or due to the enactment of 
34 substantive legislation relating to child custody awards. 
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