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A BILL FOR

relating to the provision of hospice care within heal:in
Cilities by Medicare certified hospice programs.
ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 135C.32 HOSPICE SERVICES COVERED '

BY MCEDICARE.

The requirement that the care of a resident of a health
care facility must be provided under the immediate directicn
of either the facility or the resident's personal physiciar
does not apply 1f all of the following conditions are met:

L. The resident is terminally ill.

2. The resident has elected to receive hospice services
under the federal medicare program from a Medicare certified
hospice program.

3. The nealth care facility and the Medicare certified
hospice program have entered into a written agreement under
which the hospice program takes full responsibility for thne
professional management of the resident's hospice care and the
facility agrees to provide room and board to the resident.

EXPLANATION

The federal Medicare program provides a hospice benefit to
patients residing in health care facilities provided the full
tesponsibility for managing the patient's hospice care rests
with the hospice program. Current Iowa law ailows only the
heaitin care facility or tnhe patient's persona. physiclan to
assume this responsibility. This bill would allow Medicare
certified hosplce programs to assume the respons:ivility and
thereby enable owans to receive federal Medicare hospice

while residing in heaith care faciiirties.
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the provision of hospice care within health

2
3
4
S
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
1?
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

care facilities by Medicare certified hospice programs.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 135C.32 HOSPICE SERVICES COVERED
BY MEDICARE.

The requirement that the care of a resident of a health
care facility must be provided under the immediate direction
of either the facility or the resident's personal physician
does not apply if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The resident is terminally ill.

2. The resident has elected to receive hospice services
under the federal medicare program from a Medicare certified
hospice program.

3. The health care facility and the Medicare certified
hospice program have entered into a written agreement under
which the hospice program takes full responsibility for the
professional management of the resident's hospice care and the
facility agrees to provide room and board to the resident.

EXPLANATION

The federal Medicare program provides a hospice benefit to
patients residing in health care facilities provided the full
responsibility for managing the patient's hospice care rests
with the hospice program. Current Iowa law allows only the
health care facility or the patient's personal physician to
assume this responsibility. This bill would allow Medicare
certified hospice programs to assume the responsibility and
thereby enable Iowans to receive federal Medicare hospice
benefits while residing in health care facilities.
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SFHNATE FILE 2159

AN ACT
RELATING TO THE PROVISION OF HOSPICE CARE WITHIN HEALTH CARE
FACIILITIES BY MELDICARE CERTIFIED HOSPICE PROGHAMS.

BE IT ENA(CTE) RY THE GEHFRAL ASSEMBLY () THE STATE OF 10WA:

Section 1. HEW SECTION. 135C.32 HOSPICE SERVICES COVERED
BY MFEDICARE.

The requitement that the care of 3 rerident of a health
cace facllity must be provided under the lmmedlate dicection
of either the facility or the reaident s personal physician

dues nobt apply it all ot the tollowing conditions are met:

1. The resident tw terminally 111,

7. The resident has elected to receive hospioe secviaes
undee the federal Medicare program from a Medicare cectlfied
hospive program.

3. Thne health care tacility and the Medicare cettifiod
houpice program have entered into a written ageeement under
which the hogpice program takes {ull responsitnlity tor the

Senate File 2159, p. 2

irolessional management of the resadent's hospics care and the
f

tacility agrees to pruvide room and board to the reaident.
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TFRRY E.

Guvernor

JOHN F. DWYER

-:7 Secretary of the Scnate
s, 1988

BRANSTAD




