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FILED FE8 0 11988 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

SENATE FILE 6) Id 4-
BY VANDE HOEF, CORNING, 

DIELEMAN, SOORHOLTZ, 

and ,HORDAN 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act relating to foster care review, providing for the 

2 continued existence of the state and local foster care review 

boards, providing for the establishment of local foster care 

review boards throughout the state, providing for review in 

cases of children involuntarily hospitalized for mental 

illness, revising provisions relating to ccnfidentiality and 

access to certain i:1formation, providing other pro(:ed\l~al 

revisions, and providing properly related matters. 
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9 BE IT ENACTED BY 1'HI:: GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI,A: 
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1 Section 1. Section 237.15, subsection 3, Code 1987, 15 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. "Child receiving foster care ll means a child defi,ned in 

4 section 234.1 whose foster Cdre placement is the financial 

5 responsibility of the state pursuant to section 234.35, 

6 gtlb~eet~e"-t7-27-er-4 or 234.36, er who is under the 

7 guardianship of the department, or who .tl9.?!?.een invo1untad ly 

8 hos@alized for mental .;.llness_ pursuant to chaoter 229. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 231.16, unnumbered paragraphs 2 and 3, 

10 Code 1987, are ame~ded to read as follows: 

11 The members of the state board shall annually select a 

12 chairperson, vice 

13 deem necessary. 

chairperson, and other officers the 

The members are entitled to receive ----_. . 

members 

1.4 re imbll r semen t for cictual and r.ece~~.~_nses J. ~<:'~L red i.0. 

15 the perf~[mance of t~eir duties. Each member of the board may 

16 also be eligible to receive compensation as provided ir. 

11 section 7E.6. The state board shall meet at least twice a 

18 year. 

lq An empl.oyee of t.ne decartment or of th~ deoar'ment of . .., - .. 
20 inspections and appeals, ~he-dep6rtme~~, ap employee er-beard 

21 ffl~mber of a child-plac:ng agency, an employee of an agency 

2; with wnich the department contracts for se::'Jlces for chilo::en 

23 under foster care, a f.ester parent providing tos~er care, or 

24 an employee of the district court is not eligible to serve on 

25 the state board. 

26 Sec. 3. Sectio~ 237.17, Code 1987, ]$ amended to read as 

27 fallows: 

28 237.!7 FOSTER CARE REGISTRY. 

29 The state board shal.l establish a registry of the 

30 placements of all chi:dten receiving foster carp ~"-the-twn 

31 jtlciie~tl~-d±st~±e~~-w±th-teeai-bea~d~. The department shall 

32 notify the state board of each placement within three five 

33 working days of the department's notification of tne 

34 p:acement. The notification to the state board shail include 

35 infor~ation identifying the child receiving Eoster care and 
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S.F. dlO~ H.F. 

1 placement information for that child. 

7. Wichin thirty days of the placement or two da.~ after the 

3 dispositjonal hearing the agency responsible for the placement 

4 shall submit the case permanency plan to the state board. All 

5 subsequent revisions of the case permanency pian shall be 

6 submitted when the revisions are developed. fn-ca~e~-where 

7 the-8~enC7-re~pen~±bte-for-the-pt8eement-±s-net-the 

8 dep8rtfflent7-the-ease-permanency-pt8n-shall-at~e-be-stlbmit ted 

9 te-the-department~ 

10 Sec. 4. Section 237.18, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

11 1967, is amended to read as follows: 

12 8. Establish a central recordkeeping 'ae~l±ty system for 

13 the files of local review boards including individual case 

14 reviews. 

15 Sec. 5. Section 237.18, subsection 2, paragraph b, 

16 subparagraph (4), Code 1987, is amended by striking the 

17 subparagraph. 

18 Sec. 6. Section 237.18, subsection 3, Code 1987, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 

20 3. Assign the case of each child receiving foster care 

21 wic.hin the judicial district seleeted-±n-seet~on-~31.!97 

22 ~tib~ectien-l7 ~o t~e appropriate local board. 

23 Sec. 7. Section 237.19, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

24 amended to read as follows: 

25 1. The state board shall establish :oca1 Eoster care 

26 boards in-~we-jtldieiat-dist~icts-in-th~-~tace to revie~ cases 

27 af children receiving foster cate. ~~e~e-di~triet~-~hH~l--b~ 

2~ ~e±eeted-te-tlttow-eemparisen-oE-the-effeet±vene~~-ef-~OCd~ 

29 hoar2~-±n-d±EEerent-t1pes-oE-eetlnt±es-±~-the-~t8te7 The 

30 department sha'l discontinue its foster care [evie~ process 

.~ for these children reviewed by local boatds ±n-8e-ies~~-bne-uf 

.12 the~~-~+~t~i~~s-~hefi-~h~-loea~-~es~e~-ea~e-re~~ew as lOC~: 

3~ board~ ilre established and operatin~. ·~he state board s~l~li 

34 select ~ivp members ~lld two alternate ~embers to serV2 0" eactl 
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1 judicial district. The actual number of local boards needed 

2 and established shall be determined by the state board. 

3 [!owever. the state board shall seek to establish a sufficient 

4 number of boards to ensure no board must evaluate more than 

5 one hundred cases annually. The members of each local board 

6 shall consist of persons of the various social. economic. 

7 racial. and ethnic groups and various occupations of their 

8 district. A person employed by the state board or the 

9 department. the department ot. inspections and appeals. the 

10 district court. an employe~ of an agency with which the 

11 department contracts for services for children under foster 

12 care. a foster parent providing Eoster care. or a chiId-

1) placing agency shall not serve on a local board. The state 

14 board shall provide the names of the members of the local 

15 boards to the department. 

16 Sec. 8. Section 237.20. subsection 1. unnumbered paragraph 

17 4. Code 1987. is amended by striking the unnumbered paragraph. 

18 Sec. 9. Section 237.20. subsection 2. Code 1987. is 

~9 amellded to read as follows: 

20 2. Submit to the appropriate court within ~e~ fifteen days 

21 after the review ullde~ suhsectioll I, the findings and 

)2 recummendations of the reVlew. The findillgs and 

23 recC'nunendations shall inClude the pro!;>osed date of the r.ext 

24 review by the local board. The local board shall notify the 

25 persons specified in s~bsection 4 of the findings and 

26 recommendations. 

27 Sec. 10. Section 237.21. subsection 3. Code Supplement 

28 1987. is amended to read as follows: 

29 3. ~embers of the state board and local boards and the 

.10 employees cE the department ?nd~,he dep~.E.~.!tlent of inscec~lons 

3: and app~~ls are subject to standa~ds of confidentiality 

32 pursuant to sections 217.30. l.?Q.G. subsectlot:l1, 235A.lS. and 

]] 500.16. Members of ~he state and local boards and employees 

3·1 of the department "no the department of _inspe"tions.?:.0~ 

35 9P£~al-s who di!=>close inforJ;Jdtion or records of the beard or 

-)-



'. 

S.F.~Jo4 H.F'. 

1 department. other than as provided 1n subsection 2. are gui:ty 

2 of a simple misdemeanor. 

3 Sec. 11. Section 237.22. Code 1987. is ame~ded by adding 

4 the following new subsection after subsection 1. and 

5 renumbering the subsequent subsections: 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. 2. Time frames to meet the stated 

7 permanency goal and short-term objectives; 

8 Sec. 12. 1984 Iowa Acts, chapter 1279. section 44, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 SEC. 44. Sections 26 through 33 of this Act are enacted as 

11 a new division of chapter 237 entitled "Poster Care Review". 

12 Seet~ono-~6-th~o~~h-33-of-thio-Aet-Bre-repett~ed-a~~y-l,-1988. 

13 Sec. 13. TIME SCHEDULE FOR ADDITIONAL LOCAL BOARDS. The 

14 state foster care review board, in establishing local foster 

15 care review boards throughout the state as required by this 

16 Act, shall establish local boards irl three additional judicial 

17 districts during the fiscal year begin~ing July 1, 1988, and 

18 in three additional judicial districts during the Eisca: year 

19 beginning July 1, 1989. 

20 EX?LANATION 

21 This bill repeals statutory language which would abolish 

22 the state and local foster care review boards, as established 

23 in sections 237.15 through 237.22, on July 1, 1988. It also 

24 provides Eor the establishment of Ioea! foster care review 

25 boards throughout the state, to be phased in over a tWC-Y2ar 

26 period. 

27 The blll provides for reVlew in cases of children 

28 invQl';ntarily hospitalized Eor mental illness. 

29 In addition. the bill revises certain time limlts. amendS 

JO provisioI1S relati~g to conEid~ntiality and access to 

31 inEormatio~ by the child, the parents, their attorneys, ~;ld 

12 the OOllnty 2clorney, and makes other procedural revisions. 

33 COMPANION TO LSa 7982H 

,~S:l ni.6S 72 
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SENATE FILE 2104 

5144 

1 Amend Senate File 2104 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 8 the Eo1-
3 lowing: 
4 "Sec. Section 237.15, subsection 6, Code 
5 1987, is amended by adding the following new 
6 paragraphs: 
7 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The efforts to place the child 
8 with a relative. 
9 NEW PARAGRAPH. f. The rationale Eor an cut-or-

10 state placement,. and the efforts to prevent such 
11 placement, if the child has been placed out-or-state. 
12 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. Time frames to meet the stated 
13 permanency goal and short-term objectives." 
14 2. Page 4, by inserting arter line 7 the 
15 following: 
16 "Sec. . Section 237.22, Code 1987, is amended 
17 by adding the following new subsections: 
18 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. The efforts to place the child 
19 with a relative. 
20 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. The rationale for an o~t-oE-
21 state placement, and the efforts to prevent such 
22 placement, if the child has been placed out-or-state." 
23 3. Page 4, by st,iking lines 16 through 19 and 
24 inserting the following: "Act, shall establish local 

5 boards in additional judicial districts as moneys 
26 become available for that purpose." 
27 4. Title page, line 7, by inserting after the 
28 word "information," the following: "providing 
29 additional requirements for case permanency plans,". 
30 5. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

S-5144 
F~led February 25, 1988 BY CO"l;'lITTEE OK HU:.t;N RESOURCES 

BEVERLY A. HANNON, Chairperson 



STATE OF IOWA 

FISCAL NOTE 
LSB No. 7716S 
Staff 10. JMN 

In compliance ~ich a ~ritten request received february I, 1988, a fiscal n· 
for SENATE FILE 2104 i. hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Data 
.n developing this fiscal note are available from the Legislative Fi.cal 
Bureau to member. of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate File 2104 repeals statutory language ~hich would abolish the state and 
local foster care review boards on July l, 1988. It also provides for the 
expansion of local foster care review boards throughout the state, to be 
phased in Over a two-year period. The bill expands review to incllJde children 
involuntarily hospitalized for mental illness, and also makes a variety of 
procedural revisions ,n sections 231.15 through 237.22 of the Iowa Code. 

The fiscal effect of this bi 11 is esti .... ted to be as follows: 

(dollars 1n thousands) 
Fiscal Year 1989 Fiscal Year 1990 

Current Proposed Increase Cun'ent Proposed Increase 
Law Law (Decrease) Law Law (Decrease) 

EXPENDITURES 
Salaries $ 154,993 $ 352,748 $ 197,755 $ 154,993 $ 547,020 $ 392,027 
(HE's) ( 5.0) ( 13.0) ( 8.0) ( 5.0) ( 20.5) ( 15.5) 

Other 38,788 155,258 116,470 38,188 286,824 248! 036 
Total $ 193,18!.... $ 508,006 $ 314,225 $)93,781 $ 833,844 $ 640,063 

The estimated costs of expanding citizen review of foster care statewide 
based upon DHS and ISU projections On the number of children in foster Ce. 
during the next twO years. In fiscal year 1989 the FCRB would expand to COve~ 
the 7th, 8th and 4th districts, and ~oluntary placements would be covered for 
the first time. This would require an additional 27 local review boards. 

Source: Foster Ca~e Review Board 
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