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Act relating to the protection of nhuman life, including the
protection of unborn children and the prohibition of abortion
and related actions affecting unbecrn childsen, providing
penaities, and providing an effective date.

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

L o

=]

—

6
7
8
S
G
1
2

[

TLSB 4125%S 72
sl/cf/24




[V S

W

23

Section 1. NEW SICTION. 707A.1 TITLE.

Tris chapter shali be entitied the "Preservation of Human

Life acu™,
Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 7074.2 ZINOINGS.
S

I
The general assembly of the state of Iowa Zinds the

following:

1. The central object of this chapter, to protect the life
of urnhorn chiildren, falls within the lawiul objects of
government, and the means for obtaining that object are within
the stace's lawfui and constitutional jurisdiction. This
iegisiation is not designed to restrict the eficrts of
licensed physicians to enhance or preserve the well-being of
unborn chilidren tnrougn prenatal treatment including surgery.

2. This chapter is designed to protect human lile.
Sci:entifilc inguiry rzqulres the acknowledgement by the general
assembly that an unborn child at fertilization is a living
human being. Moreover, tne sanctity of numan life is

threatened for all, espec
e

[

ally the very ycung, the very old,
and the physically «nd m nfirm, 1f human life is
deemed to begin othicr than a
oblic rion of tnis ziate andé the United Statcs to extend ¢
each ~uman life the full protections ©f law, and 1t is the
foremost duty of the general assembly to secure the
unailieznzble rignt to i1ife of each ¢ its cililizens, residents,
and ail other persors subject £o i:ts jurisdiction at every
stace of human develcpment from fertilization fcrward.

3. Preservatio th ¢f precnant citizens,
residencts, and otner perscns sublect Lo this stace’s

jurisdiction is amoag thls body's most solemn responcipilities
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ané is siubstantiaily furcherec by Yhe protection of fata:
ertiiizetion. In this regard,
practiced in this state since the

T Ree v

Wacde decision in 1973,

ar 5.
frequently ras caused crippling emoticonal, psychological, and

splritual injuries to wemen, Severe piaysical injury nas
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repeatedly been the ccnsequence of abortion, on occasion

resulting In maternal sterilicy and death.

4. 7The well-being of the family as the cradle of life
crucial to this state'’'s economic, cultural, and moral growth
and stability. Current practices c<i abortion endanger the
family and the conseguent stabiiity of the state.

5. The security of our soclety and its economy depends
upon a healthy and growing population. The state recognizes
that a oolicy commending childbearing within the context of
marriage and adoption is conducive to its continued stabiliity
and growth, Abortion practices threaten the future vieb:ility
of the state's economic structure and social-welfare programs
and fracture the taxpayer pase. Mcreover, the proteczion of
the unalienable rights of its youngest, most vulnerable
inhabitants is central to the scocial compact upon which the
state's legitimacy depends.

6. The state's interest in maintaining high medicail
standards is consistent with the prohibition oI aborting

enborn children, It does not unduly burden the mecical
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profession cr discourage licensed ohysiclans from ail
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use of their skiil, but rather seeks to encourage and

them 1n its nighest and most lawful use. The duty of

]

licensed physician 1n this state 1s to preserve by the
pnysician's skill and tailents the iife and health cf those
committed to the care of the physician.

Sec. 3. NEW SZCTION. 707A.3 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter, unless the context ocherwise

requires:

i. “"Aborticn" means an act intending tc effect the
premature termination of the pregnancy oI a woman at any ooin
in the pregnancy from fertilization onward.

"Abcrtioa" does nct inciude those activities which in the

preservation or enhancement cf the 1life or nhealth of the
1116, may reguire the premature termination of a

n
pregnancy. The death of the unborn chiid is not in the

-2 -

rr




o ~ N e W N

[

w B

LaJ

S N L 7" I V'S R RS
L P T

[®23

&
L 2
o g ¥
c o ;’.,fga' oo
S, 7 T S
— % s [

~
i

‘narterest of vhe 2nnancement of tne Life or neaiitn of the

unncrn.,  "Abortion" does not include removal of a dead fertus,

cr trearment ci ectopic pregnancles o7 cancerosus female
roduciive crgans which may resclt 1n the premature

"Lnation O0f a pregnancy.

2. HFPertilizazion" means :tne moment at wnich the sperm
ceil penetrates the ovim ceil and combines to ftorm a single
cel: conteining fortv-six chromcsomes.

3. “unborn chiid” means human offspring frem the moment of
fertilization until the moment oI the live birth. "Unborn
cnild" does ncc incluce the offspring which has expired
spontaneously or through accldencal causes wnile in the womb
of the mother.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 707A.4 CRIMINAL ABORTION,.

A perscn who Knowingly gives or administers to a pregnant
woman, Or causes the pregrant woman to take or use anything,
cr uses any Instrument or other means wilth intent tc procure
UDC™ the Joiegnant woman a miscarriege orf abcrition, is gullcey
of a class "B" felony.

NEVW SECTION. 707A.5 P

U
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ministe s ©O & woman, or

G
hing, inciuding bhut not

RL
& DRUSON WNO KNOWIngly ¢gives Sr a
causes the woman to take ©r use anvt

o

¢ supstance, oOr uses an

C
insirumens or ot

a [
her means, adapted ©o cause a miscarriage or
aborTion, alzhoug

n tohe woman is in fact not pregnant, or the

Person Gow=s not delieva the women 1s pragnant, Is guilty of a
o}

cilass 2" feleny.
Sec. 6. NEN SECTION. 707A.6 ACCESSORY LIABILITY.
A persen wne Knewingly induces, counsels, advises, directs,

ce

Or aids & Dragnant woman Lo procure an abcrzion, if thereafrer
toe gregnant woman procures an aborcicn, 1s guiity of ¢riminatl
aboinion &as an accessory and s guilty of a class "B" felony.

Sec. 7. XEW SECTION. 707A.7 MANSLAUGHTER.

il & womarn, 2regnait or noOT gregnant, by reason of conduct

pursuant {o sections 707A.4 through 707A.6 dies, as a direct

_3._
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result ¢f the conduct, a person whe 1§ guility purscant ¢
csections 707A.4 through 707A.6 is also guilty of manslaughcer,
a class "D" felony.

Sec, 8. NEW SECTION. 707A.8 CONCEALING INFORMATION.

A person who kncowingiy conceals information concerning the
occurrence of any action or conduct pursuant to sections
767A.4 through 707A.7, or secticn 707A.9 is guilty of an
aggravated misdemeanor.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 767A.5 SELF-ABORTION.

If a pregnant woman takes any medicaticn, drug, ot
substance, cr uses or submits to the use ¢of anv instrument or
other means, with ilntent to cause tne woman's cwn miscarriage
or abortion, the person is guilty of a class "B" felony.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 707A.10 IMMUNITY.

A woman who has violated section 707A.8, or who has

attempted to violate that section, 1s not excused from
attending and testifying or producing evidence in an
investigation or trial relating to a violation of sections
707A.4 through 707A.8 or an attempt to commi%t any such

by

violation, upon the grourd that the restimony or evidence so
required of her may tend no Incriminate her In a crime or to
subject ner to a penalty or forfeiture; but a woman shall not
be prosecuted or subjected tc a penalty or forfeiture for or
on acccount of any transaction, matter, or tihing concerning
which she 1s compelled, after having claimed her priviiege
against self-incrimination, tc testify or produce evidence,
and testimony so given or evidence so produced shall not be

in connection
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M
received or otherwise used against her in o
with any criminal investigation, proceeding riai.

DS’
ec. 11. NEW SECTION. 707A.L1 ADVERTISING.
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medication o¢ other means of producing or facilitating a
miscarrlage or abortion, or whc by a notice or adverti
offers or suggest services or the services of ano

to assist in the accomplishment of a miscarri
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is guilty of & ciass "D" [elony.
Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 707A.12 ABORTIFACIENTS.

A person WihG Mmanuiacturers, sells, or distributes any
instrument, medication, 4rug, 27 any oLher substance or
tra

device, with knowledage and intent tne instrumenc,

[41]

medication, drug, c©¢ other substance or device be employed in

Drocuring & miscarriage or agorticn is gullity cf & class "DV

fu

felony.

Sec.13. NEW SzZCTION. 7C7A.13 P2PEYSICIAN LIABILITY.

A licensed physician or other health practizioner Guly
nged in this gtaze, who 1s guilty of any seciion of this

; snall Iorifelt the perscn's license for a period not

$ than twc vears. This secticen Goes not affect

£

essilonal disciplinary proceedings by the appropriate

14
b

amining or licensure bcarc.
Sec., 14, NEW SECTION. 7G7A.14 HQSPITAL LIABILITY.

A nospital or other nealtn care facility which permits any
action or conduct prohibited 1n this chapter to occur on 1its
premises, or with :the use of its equipment or personnel, 1is
gu.ivy cf a class "D" felony.

Se2. 15, NEW SECTION. 707A..% REPORTING.

A licensed physician undertaking any treatment or procedure

r

whilch results In the death of or injury ¢ elther a mother or

[

unpborn cnild ¢r bceth shall submit & wrizten report of tne
treatment or procedt -e O tie 1owa department of publiic health
on Zooms to be suppiied by the department. The depactment
she™ T Lransmit the report to the office ¢f the aticrney
general, which shall determine whether the procedure was in
viciaticen of this crnapter, the physicilan pearing the burden of
proof to the cdepartment's satisfaction. Failure to comply

¥

with this subsection gives rise to a presumption that the
procedure was 1ln violaticn cf this chapter. If the treatment
Or procedure is determinecd to not be in violation of this
chapter, the penalties spall not be appiied.

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 707A.16 CRIMINAL EMBRYONICIDE.
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A person who destroys. or exposes to the substantial
likeilhood of destruction, any fertiiized human cva or any
human ova sufficiently exposed to numan sperm such that a
likelihood of fertilization has taken place ex utero, 1is
guilty of criminal embryonicide, a class "D" felony.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 707A.17 EZXPERIMENTATIGN.

A person who engages in experimentation upon the unborn
child or 1n any medical or scientific treatment affecting an
unborn child, except as 1s intended and designed specifically
tc enhance or preserve the life or health cof the unborn cniid,
or except where the experimentation, after receiving parzntal
consent, does not adversely affect the unborn crhiid, s guiity
of a class "D" felony.

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 707A.18 SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this chapter or applicacion to any
perscn or clrcumstance 1s held invalid, the iInvaiidity shail
not affect the other provisions or applicatisns of this
chapter which can be gilven effect without the invalid
provisicn or application, and the provisions of this chapter
are severable.

Sec. :19. This Ac:i, deing deemed c¢f immediate 1mportance,
takes effect upon enactmen:,

EXPLANATION

This pill prohibits aberticn and related asctions and
provides criminal penalties fcr those persons, includliag &
licensed physician, the pregnant female, a person advising a
pregnant female, a person ccncealing cercain Informacicon,
taking action related to an aborticn.

The bill takes effect upon its enactment.
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