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1 An Act relating to the protection of human life, inclucing the 

2 protection oE unborn children and the prOhibition of abortion 

3 and related actions affecting unborn chi1d~en, providing 

4 penalties, and providing an effective date. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENER,'I.L ASSEMBLY OF THE STA'I'E OF :OWA: 
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1 S@ction 1. NEW S~C~ION. 707A.l ~I·;:LE. 

2 T!,is chapter shall be entitled the "Preservation of Human 

3 Lite.A.c:..>I. 

Sec. 2. ~EW SEC~ION. 707A.2 FtNOINGS. 

5 Th~ general asse~bly of the state of Iowa ~inds the 

6 following; 

7 1. The central object of this chapter. to protect the life 

8 oE l;~~orn children, Ealls within the law~ul objects of 

9 government, and the ~eans for obtaining that objec: are within 

10 the sta~e'5 lawfu: and constitutional jurisdictioIl. This 

11 legis"ation is not cesigned to restrict the ef:orts of 

:2 llcensed physicians to enhance or preserve the well-being of 

13 unborn children tnrough prenatal treatment including surgery. 

~4 2. This chap(er is designed to protect human li~e. 

15 SC"2ntific inquiry r:qulres the acknowledgemen~ by the general 

16 assemb~y that an unborn chi:ct at fertilization is a living 

17 human being. Moreover, the sanctity of human life ~s 

18 threatened fo~ all, especially the very young, the very old, 

:9 a~~ the physically !.:rld ~enta~2y infir~i if h~man life is 

It is the ~egal 

21 cbli< ~~.on oE this sta~e and t~e O~~.ted States [0 extend to 

22 each ~uman life the tu:l protections of law, and it is the 

23 foremJst duty (If the general assembly to secure the 

24 ~~~ali2~able [~ght tc life of edC~ of its citi2e~s, reside~ts, 

25 and 2l: other perso~~ subject to ~:s jurisdiction at every 

26 scaqe of human devpJopment from ~erti:ization forward. 

27 3. Preservation of the health of pregnant c:tizpns, 

28 residen~s, and other persons sub~ec~ to this sta~e's 

29 jurisdiction is a~ong ~~is body's ffiOSC solemn responsibilities 

30 and is s~bstantia::y ~~~~he:eci by ~he protec~ion of feta~ 

31 developw2nt from t~2 moment of .. ." . :o::ertl.,;.!za.t":"Or1. In this 

32 abortion, as it has jee~ practiced in this state since 

regard. 

the 

3J United States· supr2~e court ace vs. Wade decision in 1973, 

34 Ereque!~t~y has ca~sed crippli~g emotio~al, psychological, and 

35 spirit~al injuries ~o wcme~. Severe physical injury has 
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L repeatedly been the consequence of abortion, on occasiol: 

2 resulcing in maternal sterilicy and death. 

3 4. The well-being of the family as the cradle of life is 

4 crucial to this state's economic. cultural, and moral growt~ 

5 and stability. Curren~ practices of abortion endanger the 

6 family and the consequent stabi~:ty of the scate. 

7 5. ~he security of our society and its economy depends 

8 upon a healthy and growing population. The state recognizes 

S that a ~olicy commending childbearing withir. the context of 

10 marriage and adoption is conducive to its continued stability 

11 and growth. Abortion practices threaten the future viabll~ty 

12 of the state's economic structure and social-welfare programs 

13 and fracture the taxpayer base. Moreover. the protec~ion of 

14 ~he unalienable rights of its youngest, most vulnerable 

15 inhabitants is central to the social compact upon which the 

16 state's legitimacy depends. 

17 6. The state's interest 1n maintaining high medical 

18 standards is conslstenr. with the prohibition o~ aborting 

19 unborn children. It does 110t unduly burden the medical 

20 profession or discourage licensed !?hysic~ar,s fro"" - , 
a..i...l. lawfu :. 

21 use of cheir skill, b· IlL uL ratr.er seeks to encou~age and direct 

22 them in its highest and most lawful use. ~he duty of a 

23 licensed physician in this state is to preserv~ by the 

24 physician's skill and talents the life and health cf t~ose 

25 cow~itted to the care of the physician. 

26 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 707A.3 DEFINIT!ONS. 

27 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

28 requires: 

29 1. "Abortion" means an act intending :0 effect the 

30 premature terminat~on of the p:eg~ancy oE a woman at any point 

31 in the pregnar.cy from fertilization onward. 

32 11Abcrtionll does net include t~ose zctivities wh!c~ in the 

33 ~reservation or enhancemen~ of the life or health of the 

34 unborn child, may req~ire the premature ~ermination oE a 

35 pregnancy. ~he death of the unborn chi~d is no~ in the 
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~ :~~erest o~ Lhe anha~ce~ent of the iife or hedlt~ of the 

2 un:.ctl!. ".4bortion" does 7:ot incl:...lce removal of a dead fe: .... ls, 

3 ur treatme~t of ectopic presna~cies or cancerous female 

4 ~eproductive organs whict may res~lt in ~he prenature 

5 :e!'~i~ation of a pregnancy. 

(j 2 • 'IFertilization " means ~he moment at whic~ the sperm 

) cel: penetrates the ov~m 2~11 and combines to torm a single 

8 cel~ co~taining forty-six c~romosornes. 

<) 3. rrunbo:n child" mea~s human offspring frci:\ the moment of 

10 fertilization until :he momer.t 0: the live birth. "Ur.born 

l1 child" does nee i~c~ude the offspring which has expired 

:2 spontaneously or through accldencal causes while in t~e womb 

l3 of t~e ~other. 

i4 Sec. 4. NEW SECl'ION. 707A.4 CRIMINAL ABORTION. 

15 A perscn who knowingly gives or admi~isters to a pregnan~ 

16 Wema!1: or causes the preg~ant woman to take or use a~ythlng, 

17 0: t:ses a~y instr~rnp~t or other means with intent to procure 

~a ~PG~ the ~.egn~~t wcxa~ a miscdr~:~ge o~ dbcrtion r is guilty 

;.9 ot 0. (:lass IIB'I felony. 

20 Se:::'. ::J. 

21 A pe~su~ who ~nowing~y gives or ddmlr~iste' ~ [0 a woman, or 

22 causes f.{;e ' .. loman to tari.e or use anythi!1q, l;,;c~\:(iir:g ~ut. not 

23 :'':'!'i:~L~C. tG :nedica~iGn, d(~g, c: ctLc( 2,':hs::'ar:c(:-, or uses an 

24 .i.;~..:~ ,'·lImen:: c: other me2.i,S, ddapted '-'.j Cduse a miscarriage cr 

2') abo[;-io!;1 al~h8ij,gh ;.:~~ woman :.s i~1 r-ict ~ot preg:1ant, or the 

26 pe:scn CO~~ ~ot believe che warne:l is ?rag~a~t, ~s guilty of a 

27 cla.ss '0 11 felony. 

28 Sec. 6. NSiv SECTION. 707A.6 ACCESSORY LIABrL~~Y. 

29 A ?prSO,1 w~o ~nowi~gly i~duces. counsels. advises. directs. 

30 or ai~s ~ pregnant wo~an to proc~re an abcr~io~f if the~eaf~er 

31 t~e ~regllant woma~ procures an abortic~, is gui:ty of criminal 

32 abolcion as ~n accessory and,s guilty of a class "g" felony. 

33 Sec. 7. xsw SEC~:CN. 707A.7 MANSLAUGHTER. 

34 ~~ d woma~f ?(esna~t or not p,egna~t, by reason of co~duc~ 
is . 0 -- pur5u~n~ co seCLioes 7 7A.4 through 707A.6 dies. as a direct 
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1 res~lt ot the conduct, a ~e~son wr.o is gui"ty purs~ant to 

2 sections 707A.4 through 707A.6 is also guilty of manslaughcer, 

3 a class "D" felony. 

4 SeC. 8. NEW SECTION. 707A.8 CONCEALI~G !NFO~MATION. 

5 A person who knowingly conceals informatio~ concerni~g the 

6 occ~rrence of any action or conduct pursu~nt to sections 

7 707A.4 through 707A.7, or section 707A.9 is guilty of an 

S aggravated misdemeanor. 

9 Sec. 9. ~EW SECT:ON. 7C7A.9 SELF-ABORTION. 

10 IE a pregnant womar. takes any medicaticn, drug, or 

~l substance, cr uses or submits to the use of any instrument or 

12 other means, with intent to cause the woman's own misc~rriage 

13 or abortion, the person is guilty of a class "8" felony. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Sec. lG. NE'>'l SEC'1'ION. 707A.IQ 1!'.MUNITY. 

A woman who has violated section 707A.8, Or who has 

attempted to violate that section, is not excused rrom 

attending and testifying or producing evidence in an 

investigation or trial ~elating to a violation oE sectio~s 

707A.4 through 707A.8 or an attempt to cOlru.1it any such 

20 violatioll, ~?on the ground that the testimony or evidence so 

21 ~equired of her ~ay te~d r.o ir.criminate he: ~n a cr:me or to 

22 subject her to a penalty or forfeiture; but a woman shall ~Qt 

23 be prosecuted or subjected to a penalty or :orfeitu~e [0, or 

24 on account of any transaction, matter, or thing conce:ning 

2S which she is compelled, aEter having claimed her p~iviL2ge 

26 against self-incrimination, to testify or produce evidence, 

27 and testimony so given Or evidence so produced shall :lot be 

28 received or otherwise used against her in O~ in co~;~ection 

29 with any criminal investigation, proceedi~gs, or trial. 

30 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 707A.ll ADVER?ISING. 

31 A person who publishes a notice or adve~tise~€nt any 

32 medication or other means of producing or facilitating a 

33 miscarriage or abortion, or who by a ~otice or advertisemer~t 

34 offers or suggest services or the services of anot~er person, 

35 to assist in the accomplishment of a ~iscarriage or abortiofi 
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1 15 g:)ilty of a class 110
11 fe~o~y. 

? Sec. l2. NEW S:;C"CION. 707A.12 ABORI'U'ACIEN':'S. 

J A ~e:son who ~an~~acturers, sel:s, or discributes a~y 

4 instrument, medication, drug, O~ any other s~bstance or 

S device, with kno~~e~ge and i~tent tha~ the instrurnen:, 

6 medication, drug, ~c other subs~ar.c2 or device be employed in 

7 procu::l.~; a :ilis::arr':"dge or aoort,:"oil is gui:'ty of a class "0" 

8 ce:ony. 

9 Sec.d. NEW S2CT'ON. 707A.13 ?HYSICIAN ~IABILITY. 

10 A 1~cen5ed physician or o~lle~ health practi~ione[ duly 

~~ llcensec in this s~a~e, who is guilty o~ any sec~io~ of this 

l2 ch2p:2r; shall :orfeit the persor.'s license for a period ~Ot 

l3 less [han two yea:s. This sec~icn does not affect 

14 ?roEessional discip~inary proceedings by the approp~~ate 

15 examining or licensu:e beard. 

16 Sec. 14. ~EW SECTION. 707A.14 HOSPITAL ~IA8i~ITY. 

17 A hospital or other hea:th care facility which perm~t5 any 

~.8 act iO;1 or CQ:'(:-,lct prohibited in this c:-:a?ter to C)ccur on its 

19 premises, or with ~he use of its equipment ur personnel, IS 

20 gL I:} of' a class felony. 

2" S~C. 1S. NE~ S£CTION. 707A.l~ 2EPO~T:NG. 

22 A licep.sed phY5icla~ u~de,ta~"ng ar.y treac~e": or procedure 

23 whicr. res~lts in the death of O[ injury ~o either a ~o:her or 

24 ~nbor~ child cr beth s~al1 submit a written report of the 

25 trPd~~ent or procedL'e =0 t~e :owa department of public health 

26 on :oc"-s to be supp~,ed by the department. The depactment 

27 s~~·~ :.ransmit the report to the office of ~he attorlley 

~8 ge~e[al. which shall determine whether the procedure was in 

?9 v!o:a~ion of th~s c~apter, the physician bearing the b~:den of 

30 proof to the department's satis~action. Fail~re to comply 

3: with this subsection gives rise to a presumption that the 

32 procecGre was in viola~icn of this chapter. !f the treatment 

33 or procedure is dete~mi~ed to not be in violation of this 

34 c~apter, the pe~alt:e5 shal~ ~Ot be app:ied. 

35 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 707A.16 CRIMINAL EMBRYONICIDE. 
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l A person who destroys, or exposes ~o the s~bstantial 

2 liKelihood of destruction, any ferti"ozed human ova or a~! 

3 human ova sufficiently exposed to human sperm such that a 

4 l:kelihood of fertilization has taken place ex utero, 1S 

5 guilty of crimina: embryonicide, a class "0" felony. 

6 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 707A.17 EXPERI~ENTATION. 

7 A person who engages In experimentation upon the unDorn 

8 child or Ul any medical or scientific treatment affecting a~ 

9 unborn child, except as ~s 

lO to enhance Or preserve the 

intended and designed speci:ically 

life or health of the ~nbor~ ch~ldl 

l1 or except where the experimentation, after ~eceiving par~~t21 

:2 consent, does not adversely affect the unborn chi~d, :5 guilty 

i3 of a class "0" felony. 

14 Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 707A.18 SEVERABILITY. 

15 If any provision of this chapter or applicacion to dny 

:6 person or circumstance is held inval:d, the invaiidity shall 

l7 not ar:ect the other provisions Ot app::catiC~5 or this 

18 chapter which can be g~ven effect without the invalid 

19 provisic~ or application, and the provisio~s of this c~apter 

20 are severable. 

2: Sec. :'9. Th':'s Ac:, bei:-:.g deemed cE ii!lJ"';'I;ediate LnpQrtdnC2, 

22 takes eEfecc upon enaCtw.en~. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill prohibits abortion and related ac~ions and 

25 provides criminal penalties for those persons, includl~g ~ 

26 lice~sed physician, the pregnant female, a pe:son advisi~g a 

27 pregnant female, a perso~ ccncealing cercain ':'n~ormation, 

28 taking action related to Qn aoortion. 

29 The bill takes effect upon its e~ac:me~t. 

30 

3l 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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