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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 274A.l COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

2 Etfective July l, 1989, there are estab:ishea not more than 

3 one hundred six county school districts. Each cou~ty schooL 

4 distrlct shall be coterminous with tne boundary lines of the 

5 respective counties, except as OtherWise provided in this 

6 section and sections 274A.4 and 274A.9. The seven county 

7 schoo~ districts with the largest baslc enrollment, as defined 

8 in section 442.4, are included as separate county school 

9 districts and are not included in the school districts of the 

10 counties in Which they are located. 

11 Within each county schooL district, there shall be a numbe~ 

12 of high school districts as provided in this chapter, each 

13 containing no fewer than twelve grades. A school district in 

14 existence on July 1, 1987 which has only one high school is a 

:5 high school district, except as modified by county boundary 

16 lines or the board of the school district. 

l7 A school district in eXistence on July 1, 1989 whiCh has 

18 more than one high school located ln the district shall 

19 organize a separate high school district for each high school 

20 and the component ele~entary schools in the manner provided in 

21 this chapter. 

22 In addition, a school district in existence on July 1, :987 

23 may join with a contiguous school dis:rict or portion of a 

24 contiguo~s schOOL district to form a single high school 

25 distr:ct in the manner prOVided in this chapter. 

26 Wherever the ter~ "SChool district" appears in the Code 

27 outside this chapter and it is not a part of the phrase 

28 I'cou~ty schoo~ district" or "high school district", the term 

29 means a county school district created in thiS chapter. 

30 Sec. 2. NEW SeCTION. 274A.2 BOUNDARY LINES OF' HIGE 

31 SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

32 The ~oard of directors o' each school district in existence 

33 on July 1, 1987 shall hold a public hearing not later than 

34 January., 1988 for the purpose of soliciting views of reSl­

]5 dents oE the schaDe d:strict and contiguous school districts 
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1 on the boundary lines of high school districts. The board 

2 shall give notice of the location, date, and time of the near-

3 ing at least fifteen days before the date of the hearing in a 

4 newspaper in general circulation in the school distrlct. The 

~ cost of the notice shall be paid by the school district. 

6 In addition, the board shall meet with other school dis-

7 tricts in the county and with the board of the applicable area 

8 education agency for the purpose of determining the boundary 

9 lines of the high school districts. 

10 The board shall consider the following factors in deter-

11 mining boundary lines: 

12 1. The shortest and safest distance for students to be 

13 transported to the school facilities. 

14 2. The physical c0ndition of the existing facilities. 

15 3. The educational program needs of the st~dents of the 

16 distr ict. 

17 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 274A.3 AREA EDUCATION AGENCY 

18 ACTION. 

19 No later than March 1, 1988 the board of directors of each 

20 school dis~rict shall send a certified copy of the boundary 

21 lines of the proposed high school district or districts to the 

22 area education agency board in which the scheol district is 

23 located. The area education agency board shal~ either approve 

24 or reject the bounda:ies of the proposed high school district 

25 by September 1, 1988 and s~all notify the board of the school 

26 district by registered mail within ten days of its decision. 

27 If the area education agency board rejects the boundary lines 

28 proposed by a board, it shall also transmit suggestions and 

29 recorr~endations concerning the boundary lines te the board. 

30 The board of t~e sc~ool district for which proposed 

31 boundary lines of a high school district have been rejected 

32 shall hold a second hearing in the same manner as the first 

33 hearing was held and shall send a new proposal for the 

34 boundary lineS of a proposed high scr.ool district or districts 

35 within thirty days after the rejection by the area education 
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1 agency board. 

2 IE the area education agency board rejects the second 

3 proposal of the beard, for the school year beginning July 1, 

4 1989 only, che area education agency board shall temporarily 

5 asslgn 

6 county 

7 of the 

8 1990. 

9 Sec. 

boundary lines to form a high school district. The 

$Chool district shall then determine the boundary lines 

affected area for the school year beginning July 1, 

4. NEW SECTION. 274A.4 MODIFICATION OF COuNTY 

10 SCHOOL DISTRICT BOUNDARY LINES. 

11 A person owning land that could conceivably form the 

12 boundary line of a county school district may fi:e a pet:tlon 

13 no later than April 1, 1ge8 with the area education agency 

14 board to alter the boundary line of the proposed county school 

15 district to include the land of that person. The area 

16 ed~cation agency board shaii review the request a~d either 

17 approve or deny the request. The decision of the area 

18 education agency board may be appealed to the state board of 

19 education in the manner provided in chapter 290. 

20 A county schoo~ district may inciude land from more than 

21 one county. Boards ~f directors of school districts 1n 

22 existence on Ju~y 1, 1987 may request a modificat1on of 

23 boundary lines of the county school d1strict at the time the 

24 certified copy of boundaries of high school districts is sent 

25 to the ~rea educat1c~ agency board. 

26 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 274A.S DIVISION OF ASSETS AND 

27 LIABILITIES. 

28 The assets and liabil1ties of each scnool district in 

29 exlstence on July i, :987 sha:: be diVided by the districts. 

30 :f the boards of directQ~s of [he school districts cannot 

31 agree upon a division, the ma~ter5 on which they d1Efer shall 

32 be dec1Ued by disinterested arbitra~ors, one selected by each 

33 board havi~g an interest, and i~ the number se:ected is even, 

J4 ~he~ one shall be added by th2 a~ea ecucation agency 

3S administrator. T~e 1ec~sion c~ :~e arbitrators shall. be made 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

in wrlting and filed with toe secretary of the aEEected 

boards, and any party to the proceedings may appeal from the 

decision to the distrlct court by serving notice on the 

secretary within twenty days after the decision is filed. An 

appeal shall be tried in equity and a decree entered 

deter~ining the entire matter, including the levy, collectlon, 

7 and distribution of any necessary taxes. If necessary to 

8 equalize the division, the boards may provide for the levy oE 

9 additional taxes upon the property of any county school 

10 district or part of a county school district and for the 

11 distribution of the revenue to effect equalization. The 

12 division shall be completed by January 1, 1989. 

13 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 274A.6 TRUSTEE DISTRICTS. 

14 The board of directors of a school district in existence on 

15 July 1, 1987 shall draw the boundary lines for trustee 

16 districts in the proposed high school d:stricts sent to the 

17 area education agency board in section 274A.3. If a proposed 

18 high school district is located in more than one school 

19 district in existence on JU:y 1, 1987, the two boards shall 

20 jointly draw the boundary lines for the portion of the 

21 proposed high school district aEfected. There snaIL be five 

22 trustees elected from each high school districc, except '0 
1 " 

23 there are two or more high school districts 1n a county scheel 

24 dist~ict, each high school district shall have three trustees. 

25 Trustee districts shall be of approximately equal population 

26 1n a high school district. rhe decision of the board shall be 

27 sent to the area education agency board no later than December 

28 1, 1988. 

29 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 274A.7 REDISTRICTING FOLLOWING 

30 fEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

31 1. Trustee districts shall be established on the basis or 

32 population as determined from the most recent federal 

33 decennial census. The districts shall be as nearly equal as 

34 practicable to the ideal population for the districts as 

35 deter~ined by dividi~g the number of trustee districts to be 
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1 established into the population of the schoo: district. The 

2 districts shall be composed of contiguous territory as compact 

3 as practicable. 

4 2. If following a federa~ decennial census a school 

5 district fails to meet population equality requ1rements, the 

6 board 0: directors 0: the school district shall adop~ a 

7 resolution redrawing the trustee districcs not earlier than 

8 November 15 of the year 1mmediately following the year in 

9 which the federa: decennial census is taken nor later than May 

10 30 of the second year immediately following the year in which 

11 the federal decennial census is taken. A copy of the adopted 

12 plan shall be filed with the area education ageIlcy 

13 administrator of the area education agency 1n which the 

14 school's electors reside. 

15 3. The school board shall notify the state commissioner of 

16 elections and the county conunissioner of electio:1s of each 

17 county in which a portion of the school district is located 

18 whenever the boundaries of trustee districts are cnanged. The 

19 board shall provide the commiSSlO:1erS with maps showing the 

20 new bou:1daries. If, Eollowlng a federal decennial census a 

21 scnool district elects not to redraw director districts under 

22 this sectlon, the school board shall so certi~y to the state 

23 commissioner of e:ections, and t~e school board shalL also 

24 certify to the state commissioner the popGlations of the 

25 retained director districts as determined under the latest 

26 fecleral decennial census. Upon failure of d dis:~ict board to 

27 ~d~e the required changes by the dates estab:ished under t~is 

28 section, the state commissione~ of elections shall make or 

29 cac:se to be made the necessary changes as SOO:1 as 90ssib1e, 

30 and shall assess any expenses incurred to the school dist~ict. 

31 The state commissioner may request the services of personnel 

32 of and ~aterials available ~o the legislative service buredG 

]3 to assist the commissioner in making any required boundary 

34 changes. 

35 
, 
~ . If more than one incumbent director whose term extends 
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1 beyond the organizationa~ meeclng of the board of directors 

2 after the regular school elec:lon fo~lowlng the adoption of 

3 the redrawn districts resldes in a redrawn director distr~ct, 

4 the directors shall determine by lot which director's term 

5 shall continue until its explration and which director's term 

6 ends at the organizational meeting of the board of directors 

7 following the next regular school election. 

8 5. 

9 July 1 

The boundary changes under this section take effect 

following their adoption for the next regular schoel 

10 election. 

11 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 274A.8 ALTERATION OF AREA EDUCATION 

12 AGENCY BOUNDARY LINES. 

13 Subject to section 273.2, if a county school district would 

14 be located in more than one area education agency, the boards 

15 of the area education agencies involved shall meet jointcy to 

16 determine in which area education agency the county school 

17 district will be located. The decision of the boards shall be 

18 trallsmitted to the department of education no: later than 

19 January 1, 1988. If the boards are unable to agree jointly, 

20 that decision oE the boards shall be transmitted to the state 

21 board of education no later than January 1 , 1989 and :~e state 

22 board of education shall make the decision as to the area 

23 education agency in whiCh the county school clstrict sha:l be 

24 located and shall inform the affected area education agency 

25 boards and boards of local schooi disr.ricts. 

26 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 274A.9 MERGE~ OF H:GH SCHOOL 

27 DISTRICTS. 

28 High school districts may be merged with the affirmati?e 

29 vote of all 0: the high school district boards of tr~stees 

30 involved in the merger. 

31 The county school board may merge a high school district 

32 with one or more adjoining high school districts upon the 

33 affirmative vote of two-thirds of the directors of the county 

34 school board. 

35 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 274A.IO MERGER OF COUNTY SCHOOL 
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1 DISTRICTS. 

2 County school districts in two or more adjacen: counties 

3 may, by concurrent action of the respective boards, dt a 

4 meeting called for that purpose, merge the respec:1ve COUllty 

S school districts .nto a s:ngle county school district. 

6 Division of assets and liabilities shall be accomplished 1n 

7 the manner provided in section 274A.S. Terms of emp~oyment 

8 shall be as provided in section 274A.15. A merger of county 

9 school districts requires the approval of the state board of 

10 education before taking effect. 

11 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 27~A.ll ORGANIZAT:ON OF BOARD OF 

12 HIGH SCHOOL DISTR:CT. 

13 The board of trustees of each high school district shall 

14 meet and organize at 

15 board at the regular 

16 election each year ae 

17 secretary. Notice ef 

a time des1gnated by 

meeting 1n Septer.lber 

some suitable place 

the p~ace dnd hour 

the president of the 

following the schoel 

designated by the 

0: the meeting shall 

18 be given by the secretdry to each member and each member-elect 

19 of the board. 

20 A president of the board of trustees of the high school 

21 distcict shall be elected :rcm the members of the board and 

22 thdt member shall serve as a member of the board of directors 

23 of the county school dlstrict, except that if there are only 

74 one or cwo high s~hool dlstr1cts in a county sc~ool d1str1ct, 

2S all of the trustees shall also serve as :he county schoo! 

26 dl"trict board. 

27 The first board of trustees shall be elected under section 

28 277.25. ~he secretacy of the board of a school distr~cc 

29 existlll<j before Jl!ly 1, 198<) sha:l set the tirr.e and pldce of 

30 the org~llizationai board meeting. 

31 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 274A.12 APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY. 

32 At a regular or special meeting of the high school district 

33 board of trustees ~eld in July prior to or on J~ly 15, tr.e 

34 bOdrd sha:: appoi,'t a secreta:y and a treasurer, or a single 

35 individual to serve as both, who shall not be a teacher 
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1 employed by the board or a member of the board hut may be 

2 another employee of the board. The term of office 0: the 

3 secretary is one year beginning with the date of appointment 

4 and the appointment and qualification of the secretary shall 

5 be entered in the minutes of the meeting. The secretary shall 

6 qualify within ten days following appointment by taking the 

7 oath of office in the manner cequired by section 277.28. 

8 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 27~A.13 VACANCIES. 

9 Vacancies occurring among the members of the board of 

10 trustees shall be filled by the board of trustees by 

11 appointment. A person appo1nted to fill a vacancy in an 

12 elective office shall serve for the remainder of the year 

13 until the next school election and until the successor is 

14 elected and qualified. A person appointed shall qualify 

15 within ten days after appointment in the manner required by 

16 section 277.28. 

17 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 274A.14 DUTIES OF HIGH SCHOOL DIS-

18 TRICT TRUSTEES. 

19 The high school district trustees shall make 

20 recommendations to the county school district board 011 matters 

21 affecting the h1gh school district. 

22 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 274A.15 CONTRACTS NOT AFFECTED. 

23 1. The terms of employment of superintendents, principals, 

24 and teachers, Eor the school year following the effective date 

25 of the formation of the county school district are ~ot 

26 aEfected by the formation of the new district, except 1~ 

27 accordance with sections 279.15 to 279.18 and 279.24. 

28 2. The collective bargaining agreement of the district 

29 with the largest basic enrollment forming the coucty school 

30 district, as defined in section 442.4, shall continue in full 

31 force and effect until a successor agreement is negotiated and 

32 the employees of the other districts involved in the formatioc 

33 of the county school district shall automatically be accreted 

34 to the bargaining unit of that COllective bargaining agreement 

35 without further action by the public employment relations 
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1 board. If only one collective bargaining agreement is i~ 

2 effect among the districts wn,ch are party :0 the formation of 

3 the county school district, then that agreeme~t sha:l continJe 

4 in full force and effect until a successor agreement is 

5 negotiated, and the employees of the other districts involved 

6 in the formation of the county school district shall 

7 automatically be accreted to the bargaining unit of that 

8 COllective bargaining agreement without further action by the 

9 public employment relations board. 

10 Sec. 16. SectiO!l 39.24, Code 1987, ,s amended to read as 

11 fOllows: 

12 39.24 SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

13 Members of boards of directors of eemmtlnity-ftne-inaepeneent 

14 county school districts, and boards of directors of merged 

15 areas shall be elected at the school election. Their terms of 

16 of:ice ~~ft~~-be are three years, except as otherwise provided 

17 by section ~75~~3A 274A.7 or 280A.ll. 

18 Sec. 17. Section 49.8, subsection 4, Code 1987, is amended 

19 to read as follows: 

20 4. When the boundaries of a county supervisor, city 

21 council, or school. 6irector district, or any ether district 

22 from wh:ch one or more members of any public representative 

23 body other than tne general assembly are elected by the voters 

24 thereof, are changed by annexation, reprecincting or other 

25 means, :he change shall not result in the term of any officer 

26 elected trom the former district being terminated before Or 

27 extended teyond the expiration of the term to which the 

28 officer was last elected, except as provided ~nder section 

29 r75.r3A 274A.7. 

30 Sec. leo Section 256.11, subsection 12, Cede 1987, is 

31 amended to read as follows: 

32 12. After the period of time specif:ed ,n the plan for Lts 

33 implementation by a county schoo: district or nonpublic 

34 school, ~he acc~editation co~~ittee sha:l revisic the school 

35 distric~ or nonpublic school and shall determine whether the 
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1 deficiencies in the standards have been corrected and shall 

2 make a report and recommendation to the director and the state 

3 board. The state board shall determine whether the 

4 deficiencies have been cor~ecced. If the de~iciencies have 

5 not been cor~ected, the state board may determine that the 

6 school district or nonpublic school is not accredited or ~ay 

7 grant additional time Eor implementation of the plan. If the 

8 state board does not grant accreditation, the state board 

9 shall merge the territory of the school district with one or 

10 more contiguous school districts. Division of assets and 

11 liabilities of the school district shall be as provided in 

12 ~eet±en~-2T5~29-t~~e~~~-2T5~3r section 274A.5. Until the 

13 merger is completed, the school district shall pay tuition for 

14 its resident students to an accredited school district under 

15 section 282.24. 

16 Sec. 19. Section 274.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 274.1 POWERS AND JURISDICTION. 

19 Each county school distrlct s~a±±-eent±ntle 1S a body 

20 politic as a school corporation, unless changed as provided by 

21 law, dnd as ~tleh ~~hool corporation may sue and be sued, 

22 hold property, alld exercise all the powers granted by law, and 

23 shaii-have has exclusive jurisdiction in ale school matters 

24 over the territory the~e±n contained in the district. Each 

25 coun~chool district shall maintain kindergarten and twelve 

26 grades. 

27 Sec. 20. Section 274.6, Code 1987, is amended by strl~ing 

28 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

29 274.6 NAMES. 

30 Each school corporation shall be designated as the county 

31 school district of 

32 

33 trict, state of Iowa. 

county, or the 

(an appropriate name) high school dis-

34 Sec. 21. Section 274.7, Code 1987, 1S amended by stri~ing 

35 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

-10-
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1 274.] DIREC~ORS. 

2 The affairs of each county school district shall be 

3 condllcted by a board of direc:ors Wh1Ch consists of the 

4 presidents of the boards of trustees of the high school 

S distr1CtS within ~he county school district. except as 

6 otherwise provided in section 274A.ll. 

7 Sec. 22. Section 277.1, Code 1987. is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 277.1 REGULAR ELECTION. 

10 The regular election shall be held annually on the second 

11 Tuesday in September in each ~~ school district for the 

12 elect10n of offiee~~ trustees of the high school district and 

13 of[icers of the merged area and for the purpose of submitting 

14 to the voters of the district any mat~er authorized by law. 

1S Sec. 23. Section 277.2, Code 1987, is ame!lded to read as 

16 Eo~lows: 

17 277.2 SPECIAL ELSCTION. 

18 The board of directors in 6~y ! school corporation ~ay call 

19 a special election at which e~ee~ien the voters ~h6~~ have the 

20 powers exercised at the regu:ar election with reference to the 

21 sale of school property and the application to be ~ade of :he 

22 proceeds, ~he-6~~h~riz6~io~-of-~eve~-fflefflbe~~-on-~he-be~~a-df 

23 diree~ep~7 the au:horization to establish or chdnge the 

24 boundaries of ai!":=e~ep trustee districts of hiC;h .. sChool 

25 i!stricLS '2r. director distrlcts of other .2chool cor£.orations. 

26 and the authoriza~icn of a schoolnouse tax or i~debtedness, as 

27 provided by law. 

28 Sec. 24. Section 277.4, Code c987. is affie~ded to ~ead as 

29 fOllows: 

30 277.4 NOMiNATIONS REQUIRED. 

31 NominatIon papers for all candidates ror election to otf:ce 

32 1n each high school district sha~~ be filed with the secretary 

33 of the schoOl board not more than sixty-five days, r.o~ less 

14 thdn fo~ty days peior to the election. Nomination pet1tio~s 

35 shall be filed not later than flve o'clock p.m. on the last 
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1 day for filing. If the school board secretary is not readily 

2 available during normal office hours, t~e secretary may 

3 designate a full-time employee of the school district who :s 

4 ordinarily available to accept nomination papers under thlS 

5 section. Each candidate shall be nominated by a petition 

6 signed by not less than ten eligible electors of the high 

7 school district. To each ~~eh petition shall be attached the 

8 affidavit of an eligible elector of the high school district 

9 that all of the signers ~he~eef are electors of ~tlen the 

10 district and that the signatures ~he~e~e are genuine. The 

l~ candidate being nominated by the petition may sign the 

12 affidavit only if the candidate personally circclated the 

13 petition. If the affiant also signed the nomination petition, 

14 that signature shall not be counted toward the total required 

15 by this section. The petition shall i~clude the affidavit of 

16 the candidate being nominated, stating the candidate's name, 

17 place of residence, that such person is a candidate and is 

l8 eligible for the office the candidate seeks, and that if 

19 elected the candidate will qualify for the office. 

20 The secretary of the ~eheei board of the high_.~_ch_ool 

21 distric~ shall deliver all nomination petitions to the county 

22 commissioner of elections not later than five o'clock p.m. on 

23 the day following the last day on which nomination petitions 

24 can be filed. Any ~ person on whose behalf nomination 

25 petitions have been fi:ed under this section may withdraw as a 

26 candidate by filing a signed statement to that effect with the 

27 commissioner at any time prior to five o'clock p.m. on the 

28 thirty-fifth day before the ecection. 

29 Sec. 25. Section 277.6, Code 1987, ,s amended to ~ead as 

30 follows: 

31 277.6 TERRITORY OUTSIDE COUNTY. 

32 If there is within a school corporation any territory ~ot 

33 within the limits of the county whose county comm:ssioner of 

34 elections is responsible under section 47.2 for conduc:ing 

35 that school corporation's elections, the commissioner may 
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1 divlde the terrltory which lies outside the ccunty but within 

2 the high school distric: into additional precincts, or may 

3 attach the various parts t~e~eef to contiguous precincts 

4 within the responsible commissioner's coun:y en accordance 

5 with section 49.3, and as will best serve the convenience of 

6 the electors of eaid the territory in voting on school 

7 matters. 

8 Sec. 26. Section 277.23, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

9 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

10 277.23 DIRECTORS OF DISTRICT. 

11 The board of directors of a county school dist,ict shall 

12 consist of the president from each of the boards of trustees 

13 of the high school districts located in the county school 

14 system, except as provided in section ~74A.ll. Votes cast by 

15 the members of the board of the county school district shall 

16 be weighted based upon the ratio that the population of the 

17 high schaal district bears to the total population of the 

18 county school disrrict. 

19 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 277.24 TRUSTEES IN ~IGH SCHOOL 

20 DISTRIC~S. 

2l ,or the initial election of trustees of high school 

22 dist,icts, a special election shal: be held on June 14, 1988 

23 in the manner provided by caw for special elections. The 

74 terms 0: office shall be determined by lct. Two trustees 

25 shall be elected for one year, two :or cwo years, and one for 

26 th:ee years. If only three trustees dre elected, one shall be 

27 elected for one year, one for two years, and one for three 

28 years. The terms of office expire on the (hlrd Monday in 

29 Septe~ber of the year in wh:ch they exp!re. 

30 Sec. 28. Section 277.27, Code 1987, is amenJed to read as 

31 follows: 

32 277.77 QUALIFICATION. 

33 A school officer or member of the board shall be, at the 

14 time of election or appoi~t~enc, be an e:igible elector of the 

35 eerporatio~-er-etlbd±etrier h19h school district. 
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1 Notwith~tandtn9-aMy-eOftt~tl~y-prb~i~~on-eE-the-€ede,-fte ~ 

2 member of the board of direete~3 trustees of an, a high school 

3 district, or direete~~3 the member's spouse, shall not receive 

4 compensation directly from the school bcarc of either the high 

5 school district or the county school district. No-direeter-er 

6 3pOtl3e-8Efeeted-by-thi~-provi3ton-on-3tt~y-~,-~9TZ,-who~e-term 

7 of-offiee-for-whieh-eteeted-ha~-net-e~ptred,-er-whe3e-eont~tlet 

8 of-em~ibyment-ha3-a-Eixed-date-oE-expiratien-and-ha~-not 

9 expired,-~hatl-be-affeeted-by-thi3-provi3ien-tlntii-the 

10 ex~iratien-of-the-term-oE-offiee-tb-whieh-eteeted,-er-the 

11 expiration-date-ef-the-eentraet-fer-whieh-empteyed7 

12 Sec. 29. Section 277.28, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

13 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

14 Each di~eetor trustee elected at a re9tl±a~-dist~iet-or 

15 di~eeter high school district election,-as-the-ease-may-be, 

16 shall qualify by taking the oath of office on 0, beEore the 

17 time set Ear the organization meeting of the board t~e-third 

18 Monday-in-September of the high school district, and the 

19 electio~ and qualification shall be e~tered of record by the 

20 secretary. The oath may be administered by any qualified 

21 member of the board or the secretary of the board and may be 

22 taken in substantially the followir.g form: 

23 Sec. 30. 

24 follows: 

25 277.29 

26 Failure 

27 within the 

28 elected or 

Section 277.29, Code 1987, is amended to read dS 

VACANCIES. 

to elect at the proper eiection or to appoint 

time fixed by law or the failure of the officer 

appointed to qualify within the time prescribed by 

29 law; the incumbent ceasing for any :eason to be a r~side~t of 

30 the distriet-or-~emovi~9-~eside~ee-~rem-the-stlbdis~rie~ high 

31 school district or trustee district of ~he hieh school , 
32 district; the resignation or death oE the incumbent or of t~e 

33 officer-elect; the removal of the incumbent from, or 

34 forEeiture of, the office, or the declslon 0: a competent 

35 tribunal declaring the office vacant; or the conviction of the 
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1 incumoent of a felony, as deElned in sec~ion 701.7, Or of 6"7 

2 a public offense involvinc the violation of the incumbent's 
- - -

3 oath of office,-e!'lfl:i::r-eeMet1:tt1t .. ; const_i_~utes a vacancy. 

4 Sec. 31. Section 278.1, subsection 7. Code :987, is 

5 amended to read as fol:ows: 

6 7. Vote a schoolhouse tax, not exceeding sixty-seven and 

7 one-halE cents per thousand dollars of assessed value in any 

8 one year, for the purchase of grounds, for construction oE 

9 schoo:houses or buildings, for the payment of debts contracted 

lO for the erection or construction of schooihouses or buildings, 

11 not including interest on bonds, for procuring or acquisition 

12 of libraries, for opening roads :0 schoolhouses or buildings, 

l3 for the purchase of buildings or equipment for buildings Or 

14 schoolhouses, Eor the purpose oE repairing, remodeling, 

15 reconstructing, improving or expanding the SChoolhouses or 

16 bUlldings for the school district, for the purpose of 

17 landscaping, paving, or improving the schoolhouse or building 

18 grounds, or for the rental of facilities pursuant to chapter 

19 28£. Interest earned from investments of these funds may be 

20 used for the purpOSES voted. 

21 PARAGRAPH DIVIDEC. The power [0 levy a scnoolhcuse tax, 

22 when voted, shall continue for the period of time authorized 

L3 by the voters and sl:all not be affec~,"d by 8"7 ~ c~ange in the 

74 boundaries of the school district. except as otherwise 

25 provided in this section. IE each school distr:ct inVOlved in 

26 a Jehee±-~p.e~g6M±~ftt±eM-tlMde~-e~ft~te~-~~5 merger oE county 

27 scnool districts under section 274A.:O has vo:ed the 

28 schoolhouse tax and if the vote~s nave not voted upon ~he 

29 proposition to :evy the schoo:ho~se ~ax i~ the ~ee~9a~i~@d 

3D merged <\istrict, the schoolho:Jse tax is ~n effect for the 

3: ree~96n±~ed ~ged district for the least amount and the 

32 shortest time for which it ~s in effect in any of the 

33 districts. Authorized levies for the period of :ime presentcy 

34 approved shall no( be aEfected as a result of a failure of a 

15 proposition proposed to expand the purposes Eor Wllieh the 
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1 tunds may be expended. As used in this subsection, "repair" 

2 means to restore the existing structure or thing to i~s 

3 original condition, as near as may be, after decay, waste, 

4 injury, or partial destruction, but does not include 

5 maintenance or customary repainting; and "reconstructio~" 

6 means to rebuild or to restore again as an entity the thing 

7 which was lost or destroyed. 

8 Sec. 32. Section 278.1, subsection 8, Code 1987, is 

9 amended by striking the subsection. 

10 Sec. 33. Section 278.1, subsection 9, Code 1987, is 

11 amended to read as follows: 

12 9. Authorize ~he establishment or abandonment of o±~eeter 

13 trustee districts or a change of boundaries of direete~ 

14 tru~~ee districts of a high school district. If a propos~tion 

15 submitted to the voters under this subsection e~-stlbseetie~-8 

16 ef-this-seetien 1S rejected, it may shal: not be resubmit~ed 

17 to the voters of the district in substantially the same form 

18 within the next three years; if it is approved, no other 

19 proposal may 5hal~ be submitted to the voters of the di5tr~ct 

20 under this subsection er-Stlbgeetien-8-ef-th~s-geetien within 

21 the next six years. 

22 Sec. 34. Section 278.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 278.2 SUBMISSION OF PROPOSITION. 

25 The board may, and upon the written request of twenty-five 

26 eligible electors of any ~ district having a population of 

27 five thousand or less, or o~ fifty elLgible e:ectors of any 

28 other district, shall direct t~e county co~~iss:oner of 

29 elections to provide~ in :he notcce oe the regu~ar e:ection, 

30 for submitting any a proposition authorized by law to ~he 

31 voters. HeweVer7-~ft-~he-eage-ef-d-~~e~e9it±on-dtlt~ori~ea-by 

32 geetion-~~8~t7-stlbseeeieft-8-or-97-~"e-reqtli~emeMt9-ef-see~ien 

33 ~75.36-9"d~!-geve~n-wieh-respeet-te-ehe-Mtlmber-ef-9i9nattl~e9 

34 reqtlireO-eM-a-~etieieM-fer-9tlbmig9ien-ef-ehe-?repesitieM. 

35 When the board has directed the commissioner to submit to the 
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1 voters a proposition aathorized by section 278.1, subsection 8 

2 O~ 9, it shall not the~eafter direct the commissioner to 

3 submit at the same election any other propositlon ~nder e±tne~ 

4 ef-th~~e-stlbseet~ens that subsection. 

5 Sec. 35. Section 279.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

6 follOWS: 

7 279.1 ORGANIZATION. 

8 The board of directors of each ~ehee~-eerpe~atien county 

9 school district and the board of directors of each merged area 

10 shall meet and organize 6t-twe-e~e~eek-p~m.,-e~-a~-se~en-

11 th~rty-e~eleek-p~m.,-~f-se-erdered-by-the-pres~de"t-ef-the 

12 beard, on the thi~d fourth Monday in September each year at 

13 some suitable place to be deslgnated by the secretary. Notice 

14 of the place and hou, of s"en the meeti.lg shall be given by 

15 the secretary to each member and each member-elect of the 

16 bo",rd, 

17 5tleh The organization Shall bp effected by the election of 

18 a president 

19 entitled-teo 

20 Sec. 36. 

21 follows: 

from the members of the board,-whe-shall-oe 

The president m~~ vote as a member. 

Sectlon 279.11, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

22 279.11 NUMBER OF SCHOOLS -- ATTENDANCE -- TER!~S. 

23 The board of dlrectors_, in co.nsulta~ion with the boards of 

24 trustees of the ~igh scnool districts, shall determine t~e 

25 number of schools tc be taught, divide the ee~~e~at~en hign 

26 school districts lnto fltlel'! wards or other divis;,ons for sc~ool 

27 purposes 8~-mBy-~e-ppeper, determine the p8rtietl~er school in 

28 ~h~school distri~t which each chi~d shall attend, and 

1.9 designate the perlod each school shall be held beyond the ~ime 

30 require~ by law. 

31 Sec. 37. Section 279.12, unnumbered paragraph ., Code 

32 1987, i~ amended to read as fOllows: 

33 The board shall carry into effect any instruction from the 

,4 regular election ~pon matters wit~in the cont[o~ of the 

35 voters, and shall elect ait teachers and make ett contracts 
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1 necessary or proper for exercisi~g the powers granted and 

2 performing the duties required by law, and may establish and 

3 pay all-er-any-part-thereef from school district funds a11 or 

4 any part of the COSt of group health insurance plans, 

5 nonprofit group hospital service plans, nonprofit group 

6 medical service plans~ and group life insurance plans adop~ed 

7 by the board for the benefit of employees of the schoo~ 

8 district,-b~t-the-beard-may-atlther~~e-any-~tlbdireeter-te 

9 empley-teaeners-fer-tne-seheel-in-tne-s~bd~reeter~s 

10 s~bd±str±et,-btlt-ne-s~en-empleyment-by-a-stlbdireeter-shall 

11 atlther~ze-a-eentraet,-tne-entire-per~od-of-wh±eh-is-wnoily 

12 beyond-the-stlbdireeter~s-term-bf-off~ee. 

13 Sec. 38. Section 279.15, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 1. 

16 shall 

The superintendent or the superintendent's designee 

notify the teacher not later than March 15 that the 

17 superintendent will recommend in writing to the board at a 

18 regular or special meeting of the board held not later than 

19 March 31 that the teacher's continuing contract be terminated 

20 effective at the end of the Cljrrent school year. However,-~f 

21 the-dist~iet-is-stlbjeet-to-~eorg~MizatieM-tlnder-ehapte~-~T5, 

22 the-netifieatien-sha±±-net-eee~r-tlMt~~-afte~-ehe-firse 

23 erganizatienBi-meettng-ef-the-beBrd-ef-t~e-new±y-eermed 

24 drstriet7 

25 Sec. 39. Section 280.15, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

26 follows: 

27 280.15 JOINT EMPLOYMENT AND SHARING. 

28 Two or more public school districts ~ay jointly employ and 

29 share the services of any school personnel, or acquire and 

30 share the use of classrooms, laboratories, equipme~t~ and 

31 facilities. elas~es-made-B~a±~ae±e-te-gttldents-in-the-m8nner 

32 pre~ided-in-thig-see~±en-ghall-be-eonsidered-as-eem~±ying-with 

33 the-reqtlirements-ef-5eetien-~T5.i-rel8ting-te-the-mBintenenee 

34 ef-kinder9arten-and-twe!ve-9radee-by-a-sehoe±-d~str~et7 

35 Sec. 40. Section 282.7, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 
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by striki~g the subsectio~. 1 amended 

2 Sec. 41. Sectlo~ 283A.9, Code 1987, 15 amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 283A.~ BUILDING FOR SCHOOL L~NCH FACILITY. 

5 Sehbbr County school districts a~e-atlthert~ed-tb may 

6 purchase, er~ct, or otnerwise acquire a building for use as a 

7 school lunch facility, and te equlp ~tleh-a the building for 

8 ~tleh t~~~ use, and pay for same the facility from unencumbered 

9 fund~ on hand in the schoolhouse fund derived from taxes voted 

10 under authority of section /.78.1, subsection 7,-er-2~5~3r, 

11 subject to the terms of this section, or may pay for same the 

12 facility from the proceeds of the sale of school property sold 

13 under section 297.22, or from s~rplus remaining in the 

14 schoolhouse fund after retiremenc of a bond issue, or from a 

15 tax voted for satd ~b~se purposes. 

16 Sec. 42. Section 331.383, Code 1987, 15 amended to read as 

17 fOllows: 

18 331.383 DUTIES AND POWERS RELATING TO ELECTIONS. 

19 The board shall ensure that the county co~missioner of 

20 elections conducts prima~y, gerleral, city, school and specia~ 

21 elections in accordance with applicable state law. The board 

22 shall canvass elections in accordance With sections 43.49 to 

23 43.51, 43.60 to 43.62, 46.24, 50.13, SO.24 to 50.29, 50.44 to 

24 50.47, i15~257 277.20, 280A.39, 376.1, 376.7, a~d 376.9. ~he 

25 board shall prepare and deliver a list of persons nominated 1:-': 

26 accordance wlth sectior: 43.5S, provide !:or d recount :~ ... 
27 accordance wi th sec!::'or. 50.48, provide for election precir:cts 

28 in accordance with S2ct:O~S 49.3, 49.4, 49.6 to 49.8 and 

29 49.11, pay election costs as p~ovided In section 47.3, 

30 participate in elect:on contests as provided :n sections 62.l 

31 and 62.9, and perfo~~ other election duties reqllired by state 

32 law. T~e board may authO~:2e additio~al precinct election 

33 officials as provided in section 5,.1, provide :or the use of 

34 a voting machine Or electronic 'loti~g system dS provided in 

35 sections 52.2, S2.3, 52.8 and 52.34, and exerClse other 
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1 election powers as provided by state law. 

2 Sec. 43. Section 331.552, subsection 14, Code 1987, is 

3 amended by striking the subsection. 

4 Sec. 44. Section 442.2, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph 

5 2, Code 1987, is amended by striking the unnumbered paragraph. 

6 Sec. 45. For the school year beginning July 1, 1989, a 

7 district cost of a county school district shall be computed by 

8 the department of management on the basis of the combined 

9 district costs and enrollments of each school district or 

10 portion of a 

11 Sec. 46. 

school district in exis~ence on July 1, 1987. 

Chapter 275 and sections 279.6, 279.7, 442.9A, 

12 and 442.39A, Code 1987, are repealed. 

13 Sec. 47. Sections 1 through 14 oE this Act take effect 

14 July 1, 1987 and the remaining sections take effect July 1, 

15 1989. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill establishes not more than one hundred six county 

18 school districts in the state and prescribes a procedure for 

19 the determination of boundary lines commencing with the school 

20 year beginning July 1, 1987. The new di~tricts would be in 

21 place on July 1, 1989. Within each county school district are 

22 any number of high school districts, each containing at least 

23 twelve grades and governed by a board of trustees e~ected at 

24 the regular school election. The trustees are required to 

- 25 make recommendations to the county school district board. The 

26 county school district board is composed of one member from 

27 each high school district, except if there are only one or :wo 

28 high school districts in a county school district, the high 

29 school district boards shall also be the county school 

30 district boards. The votes of the members of the county 

31 school district board are weighted according to the populat:on 

32 in the high school district. 

33 A high school district may merge with contiguous high 

34 school districts upon the affirmative vote of each of the high 

35 school districts involved. A high school district can be 

-20-



s. f'. _. 3J..Q H. F. 

1 dissolved upon the afflrmative vo~e of two-thirds of the votes 

2 of the county school district board. 

3 A procedure is also provlded for the merger of county 

4 school districts. 

5 The portion oE the bill establishing the county schooL 

6 districts takes effect July 1, 1987 and the remaining portions 

7 take effect July 1, 1989. 
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