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S.F. tS~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 702.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

2 follOws: 

3 702.7 DANGEROUS WEAPON. 

4 A "dangerous weapon" is any instrument or device designed 

5 primarily for use in inflicting death or injury upon a human 

6 being or animal, and which is capable of inflicting death upon 

7 a human being when used in the manner for which it was 

8 deSigned. Additionally, any instrument or device of any sort 

9 whatsoever which is actually used in such a manner as to 

10 indicate that the defendant intends to inflict death or 

11 serious injury upon the other, and which, when so used, is 

12 capable of inflicting death upon a human being, is a dangerous 

13 weapon. Dangerous weapons include, but are not limited to, 

14 any offensive weapon, pistol, revolver, or other firearm, 

15 dagger, razor, stiletto, switchblade knife, or knife having a 

16 blade of-three exceeding five inches Or-~o"ger in length. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 724.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 724.4 CARRYING WEAPONS. 

20 1. A Except as otherwise provided in this section, a 

21 person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon concealed on or 

22 about the person, or who, within the limits of any city, goes 

23 armed with a pistol or revolver, or any loaded firearm of any 

24 kind, whether concealed or not, or who knowingly carries or 

25 transports in a vehicle a pistol or revolver, commits an 

26 aggravated mlsdemeanor7-pro¥ided-~hat-this-~eetieM-sha~t-not 

27 appty-to-eny-of-the-fo~lowin97~ 

28 ~.~rson who goes armed with a knife concealed on or 

29 about the person, if the person uses the i<ni fe in !he 

30 cOffimisslOr. of a ~r ime, commi ts -".n aggravated m"sdemeanor . 

. 51 ~!\. person who goes armed with a knife co!'cealed on or 

32 9bout tl:e_person f .if the p~r50n does not L:se the ~~ife i~ t~e 

33 cOmmiSSlQn of a c~i~e: 

34 ~~~ the knife :--:as a blade excees1~r1q eigc_~ ir.ches i?1 

35 ~e_nqth, co:nrn:, ts an a..<1Qravate,? rr:~sdp.me~no::-. 
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1 b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches blJt not 

2 exceeding eight inches in length, commits a serious 

3 misdemeanor. 

4 4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any of the 

5 following: 

6 r a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon in 

7 the person's own dwelling or place of business, or on land 

8 owned or possessed by the person. 

9 2 b. A~y A peace officer, when the officer's duties 

10 require the person to carry such weapons. 

11 3 c. A~y ~ member of the armed forces of the United States 

12 or of the national guard or person in the service of the 

13 United States, when the weapons are carried in connection with 

14 the person's duties as such. 

15 4 d. 

16 require, 

A correctional officer, when the officer's duties 

serving under the authority of the Iowa department 

17 corrections. 

18 5 e. Afty ~ person who for any lawful purpose carries an 

of 

19 unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a 

20 closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package 

21 which is too large to be concealed on the person. 

22 6 E. A~y ~ person who for any lawful purpose carries or 

23 transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in afty a vehicle 

24 inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped 

25 package which is too large to be concealed on the person or 

26 inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or 

27 revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding 

28 in the vehicle or common carrier. 

29 1 g. A~y A person while the person is lawfully engaged ;n 

30 target practice on a range designed for that purpose or while 

3l actually engaged in lawful hunting. 

32 h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or 

33 fishing, while actually engaged in lawful hunting or fishing. 

34 8 i. A~y A person who has in the person's possession and 

35 who displays to a~y a peace officer on demand a valid permit 

-2-



S. F. .;r&)- H. F. 

1 to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and 

2 whose conduct is within the limits of that permit. No A 

3 person shall not be convicted of a violation of thIS section 

4 if the person produces at the person's trial a permit to carry 

5 weapons which was valid at the time of the alleged offense and 

6 which would have brought the person's conduct within this 

7 exception if the permit had been produced at the time of the 

8 alleged offense. 

9 9 1. A law enforcement officer from another state when the 

10 officer's duties require the officer to carry the weapon and 

11 the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons: 

12 B~ ill The extradition or other lawful removal of a 

13 prisoner from this state. 

14 b~ 121 Pursuit of a suspect In compliance with chapter 

15 806. 

16 e~ ill Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement 

17 officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief of police 

18 of the city or the sheriff of the county in Which the 

19 activities occur or of the director of public safety. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill provides that a knife is a dangerous weapon if it 

22 has a blade exceeding five inches in length. under present 

23 law a knife is a dangerous weapon if its blade is three inches 

24 or longer in length. The bill expressly states that a 

25 switchblade knife is a dangerous weapon. 

26 The bill also revises the statute on carrying concealed 

27 weapons to provide graduated penalties for carrying a knife. 

28 If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in length or 

29 is used in the commission of a crime, the offense remains an 

30 aggravated misdemeanor. If the knife has a blade exceeding 

31 five inches but not exceeding eight inches in length, the 

32 offense is a serious misdemeanor. There would be no penalty 

33 for carrying a knife having a blade less than five inches in 

34 length. 

35 The bill also adds an exception under the carrying statute 
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person who carrles a knlEe used in hunting or fishing, 

actually engaged in huntlng or fishing. 
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5ENATE FILE 282 

5-3092 

1 Amend Senate File 282 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1. by inserting after line 16 the 
3 following: . 
4 . ·Sec. 2. Section 724.1, Code 1987. is amendea by 
5 adding the following new subsection aS,subsection 8 
6 and renumbering the subsequent subsectIon: 
7 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. A ballistic knife. A 
8 ballistic knife is a. knife with a detachable blade 
9 which is propelled by a spring operated mechanism. 

10 elastic material, or compressed gas.· 
11 2. By renumbering sections as required. 

5-3092 
Filed March 2. 1987 
1(.(7 3/;r./f 1 :J. HS) 

5-3164 

By DONALD Vo DOYLE 

SENATE FILE 282 

1 Amend Senate File 282 as follows: 
2 1. Page l~ by inserting after line 16 the 
3 following: 
4 ·Sec. Section 724.1. Code 1987. is amended by 
5 adding the following new subsection as subsection 5 
6 and renumbering the subsequent subsections: 
7 NEW SUBSECTION. S. A ballistic knife. A 
8 ballistic knife is a knife with a detachable blade 
9 which is propelled by a spring-operated mechanism, 

10 elastic material, or compressed gas. 
11 Sec. Section 724.1, subsection 5. Code 1987. 
12 is amended to read as follows: 
13 5~. Any part or combination of parts either 
·14 designed or intended to be used to convert any device 
15 into an offensive weapon as described in subsections 1 
16 ~o-" through· 5 of this section. or to assemble into 
17 such an offensive weapon. except magazines or other 
18 parts. ammunition, or ammunition components used in 
19 common with lawfUL sporting ficearms or parts 
20 including but not limited to barrels suitable for 
21 refitting to sporting firearms." 
22 2. By renumbering sections as required. 

5-3164 
. Filed March 12, 1987 
d~ J/;~ (1 (,</, ) 

BY DONALD V. DOYLE 
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,1 An Act to revise provisions relating to dangerous weapons and the 

2 carrying of dangerous weapons and knives, and providing 
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S.F. 212. H.F. 

1 section 1. Section 702.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 702.7 DANGEROUS WEAPON. 

4 A "dangerous weapon" is any instrument or device designed 

5 primarily for use in inflicting death or injury upon a human 

6 being or animal, and which is capable of inflicting death upon 

7 a human being when used in the manner for which it was 

8 designed. Additionally, any instrument or device of any sort 

9 whatsoever which is actually used in such a manner as to 

10 indicate that the defendant intends to inflict death or 

11 serious injury upon the other, and which, when so used, is 

12 capable of inflicting death upon a hUman being, is a dangerous 

13 weapon. Dangerous weapons include, but are not limited to, 

14 any offensive weapon, pistol, revolver, or other firearm, 

15 dagger, razor, stiletto, switchblade knife, or knife having a 

16 blade of-th~ee exceeding five inches e=-~onger in length. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 724.1, Code 1987, is amended by adding the 
-, nm="'-~"""'''''. [n~.~:"""""r-=· ~~ 

18 following new subsection as subsection 5 a;ld ren~mberino the 
""':'""7"-:r-.. ~ er' .,.'_=:e :0 rmT"~ =-t,; ::;.x.~-=--_"'V '=':r:r~ .. = ;c,.:~ 

19 subsequent subsections: ., 
20 ~E(J SUBSECTION. 5 ~ A ba 11 is tic k n i f e • ..~ ba 11. is:: i c k n i f e 

23 gas. 

24 Sec. 3. Section 724.i, subsection 5, Code 1987, is amended .. - = 
25 to read as follows: 

5 6. Any part or combination of parts either designed or 
<. .. • often~~:::Itve intended to be used to convert anv device into an 

""""'" 
. 

'"':'" 

26 

27 

28 

2 9 ~s:"e~c;;;t~l~o~r~. ::';;'~o~r~t:'o:,:':a~s~' s:'e;;'m~b~l:"e':;i ;n~t~o;';;'s;':u':c~h;':'a~n;"';o~f~f:o'e';"'!1;;S~l;V;e~~w;;e;;a;;;p;o":n':,-e:;x~c~e"'-p t 
weapon as described in subsections 1 ~O-q throuCjh 5 of this 

~, , := 

30 magazines or other parts, ammunition, or a~~unition components 
== 31 used_in common with lawful sporting firearms or parts 

32 including but not limited to barrels suitable for refitting to 

33 sporting firearms. 

34 Sec. 4. Section 724.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
35 follows: 
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1 724.4 CARRYING WEAPONS. 

2 1. A Except as otherwise provided in this section, a 

3 person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon concealed on or 

4 about the person, or who, within the limits of any city, goes 

5 armed with a pistol or revolver, or any loaded firearm of any 

6 kind, whether concealed or not, or who knowingly carries or 

7 transports in a vehicle a pistol or revolver, commits an 

8 aggravated misdemeanorT-p~e~~e~d-~~a~-e"~s-see~ien-shar%-ne~ 

9 eppry-~e-any-ef-ehe-ferrewin9~~ 

10 2. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or 

11 about the person, if the person uses the knife in the 

12 commission of a crime, co~~its an agqravated misdemeanor. 

13 3. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or 

14 about the person, if the person does not use the knife in the 

15 commission of a crime: 

16 a. If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in 

17 length, commits an aggravated misdemeanor. 

18 b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not 

19 exceeding eight inches in length, commits a serious 

20 misdemeanor. 

21 4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any of the 

22 following: 

23 r a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon in 

24 the person's own dwelling or place of business, or on land 

25 owned or possessed by the person. 

26 % b. Any ~ peace officer, when the officer's duties 

27 require the person to carry such weapons. 

28 3 c. Any ~ member of the armed forces of the United States 

29 or of the national guard or person in the service of the 

30 United States, when the weapons are carried in connection with 

31 the person's duties as such. 

32 4 d. A correctional officer, when the officer's duties 

33 require, serving under the authority of the Iowa department of 

34 corrections. 

35 5 e. Any A person who for any lawful purpose carries an 

-2-
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1 unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a 

2 closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package 

3 which is too large to be concealed on the person. 

4 6 f. Any A person who for any lawful purpose carries or 

5 transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in any ~ vehicle 

6 inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped 

7 package which is too large to be concealed on the person or 

8 inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or 

9 revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding 

10 in the vehicle or common carrier. 

11 7 g. Any ~ person while the person is lawfully engaged in 

12 target practice on a range designed for that purpose or while 

13 actually engaged in lawful hunting. 

14 h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or 

15 fishing, while actually engaged in lawful hunting or fiShing. 

16 8 i. Any A person who has in the person's possession and 

17 who displays to any ~ peace officer on demand a valid permit 

18 to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and 

19 whose conduct is within the limits of that permit. No A 

20 person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section 

21 if the person produces at the person's trial a permit to carry 

22 weapons which was valid at the time of the alleged offense and 

23 which would have brought the person's conduct within this 

24 exception if the permit had been produced at the time of the 

25 alleged offense. 

26 9 i. A law enforcement officer from another state when the 

27 officer's duties require the officer to carry the weapon and 

28 the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons: 

29 a~ ill The extradition or other lawful removal of a 

30 prisoner from this state. 

31 ~~ ill Pursuit of a suspect in compliance with chapter 

32 806. 

33 e~ ill Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement 

34 officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief of police 

35 of the city or the sheriff of the county in whiCh the 
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PAGE EIGHT, APRIL 13, 1987 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

SENATE FILE 282 

3 " . :, ~y ~nse~t~~g af:er l:~e 15 
4 :.::l:w':':1g: 
~ "Sec. 2. Section 708.2, Code 1987, is c~e:1ded by 
5 adding the followi~g new s~bsect~o~ a~ter su~secticn 1 
7 a:od renu~bering the subsequent subsec~ions: 
8 :-lEW SUBSECT ION. 2. A l?e r son ',.;:'0 coml~ its a:o 
9 assault, as defined in section 708.i, and uses 0: 

La disl?lays a firear~ :n connection wi:h t~e assa~::, :s 
11 g~i::'l of an aggravated ~isdemeanor. A ?ersc~ may ~Qt 
12 be convicted and se~:enced fer a ?iolation ~t bct~ 
:3 this subsection d~d sec~io~ 7G8.5 cr 708.8 as a ~eSt::: 

:5 Sec. 3. :J::~t1 SECT:C:1. ::'0.: ':';';'.=;,JI~~G 

15 OF WEAPO:-lS O~ EXPLOSIVES FC~ JSE :~ CIViL 
17 ?"OE:3ITEO. 
18 •. As used in this sect:on: 

I~ :':-.!E :';SE 
DISC~:JER 

L9 a. "Civil disorder" ~eans any l?ublic dis:urba:oce 
20 :nvo:ving acts of violence w~ich causes an i~~ediate 
2: danger of or results in damage or injury to any real 
22 or personal l?rol?erty or person. 
23 ., b. "Dan~~:-ous wea!,r:r;lI IT:ea.ns a dangerous weapcr. as 

cetined in sect~c~ 702.; . 
c. "E:.-:p:i.."::>s:'ve" :neans an e.-q.:>lcsi·..'e as deE ined ':"r: 

sec:ion lOlA.:. 
27 d. "OEEer.sive weapon" ~eans a:1 offensive wea?on as 
28 defined l:1 section 724.1. 
29 2. A ?ersor. snal: not: 
30 a. ?each or de~cnstrate ~o dny other pe:scn :he 
31 ~se, appl:ca::cn, or manuEac~ure of any dar.ge~8us 

weapon, offensive weal?on, explosive, or :echnique 
capable of causing injur'l or death to l?ersons, k:1owing 
or having ~easor.able cause to know and inte:oding that 
the weapon, explosive, or technique will be unlawfully 
employed for use in or in furtherance of a civil 
disorder. 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

b. Asse~ble with one or more persons for the 
purpose of training with, practicing with, o~ being 
instructed in the use of any dangerous weapon, 
offensive weapon, explosive, or tech~ique capab~e of 
causing injury or death to persons, i:otending :0 
employ the weapon, explosive, or technlque unlawful:y 
for use in or in furtherance of a civil disorder. 

3. A person convicted of a violation of this 
46 section is guilty of a class "0" felony. 

4. This section shall not apply ~o: 
a. A peace officer of this or any ether s~ate in 

the lawful performance of the Officer's official 
duties. 

-1-
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PAGE NINE, APRIL 13, 1987 

H-3704 
Page Two 

HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

1 b. A federal official required to carry firearms 
2 while engaged in the lawful perforrr.a~ce of the 
3 official's official duties. 
4 c. A member of the armed forces of the United 
5 States Or of t~e national guard while engaged in the 
6 lawful performance of the member's official duties. 
7 d. The conserva~ion commission Or any law 
8 enforcement agency. hunting club, gun c:ub, shooting 
9 range, or any other organization or entity whose 

10 primary purpose is to teach the safe handl:ng or use 
11 of firearms, archery equipment, or ot~er wea?ons or 
12 teChniques employed in connection with lawful sporting 
13 or other lawful activity." 
14 2. Page 3, line 6, by striking the word 
15 "container" and inserting the followlng: 
16 "ccr.tair;er, It. 

3. Title page, line 1, by 5&r:klng ~he words "to 
~8 ~evise" and inserting :he following; "~elati~g to 
"9 dangerous weapons, offensive weapOns, and explosives. 
20 by providing an enhanced penalty fo~ assault when a 
21 firearm is used or displayed, by prohibiting 
22 instruc~ion in the ~se of weapons or explosives for 
23 use in civil disorder, and by revising". 

4. By renembering as required. 
BY CO~~ITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

AND LA!, ENFORCE~lENT 



SENATE 6 
April 20, 1987 

HoeSE M1E~1O~1F.::;T TO 

SENATE FrLE 282 

-'.3652 
1 Amend senate File 282 as a~ended, passed, and 

reprinted by the Senate as follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

]'0 15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

• 26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 16 the 
following: 

"Sec. 2. Section 708.2, Code 1987, is amended by 
adding the following new subsection after s"bseccion ' 
and renumbering the subsequent subsections: 

NEW SU3SECTrON. 2. A Derson who comm;ts an 
assault, as defined in section 708.1, anc uses or 
displays a firearm in connection with the ~ssau't, is 
guilty of an aggravated misde~eanor. A p2cson may not 
be convicted and sentenced for a violatio~ of both 
this subsection and section 708.6 or 708.8 as c result 
of the same incident. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 718.7 TRAINING IN TEE USS 
OF WEAPONS OR EXPLOSrVES FOR USE IN CIVIL DISORDER 
PROHIBITED. 

1. As used in this section: 
a. "Civil disorder" means any public disturbance 

involving acts of violence which causes an irrmediate 
danger of or results in damage or injury to any real 
or personal property or person. 

b. "Dangerous weapon" means a dangerous weapon as 
defined in section 702.7. 

c. "Explosive" means an explosive as defined in 
section 101A.l. 

d. "Offensive weapon" means an offensive weapon as 
defined in section 724.1. 

2. A person shall not: 
a. Teach Or demonstrate to any other person the 

use, application, or manufacture of any dangerous 
weapon, offensive weapon, explosive, or technique 
capable of causing injury or death to persons, knowing 
or having reasonable cause to Know and intending that 
the weapon, explosive, or technique will be unlawfu!ly 
employed for use in or in furtherance of a civil 
disorder. 

b. Assemble with one o~ mo~e ?ersons Eo~ the 
purpose of training with, practlcing with, or being 
instructed in the use of any dangerous weapon, 

41 offensive weapon: explosive, or technique capable of 
42 causing injury or death to persons: i~tending tc 
43 employ the weapon, explosive, or technique u~lawfully 
44 for use in or in furtherance of a civil disordet. 
45 3. A person convicted of a violation c~ this 
45 section is guilt:' of a class "D" felony. 
47 4. This section shall not 2pply to: 

B. A peace officer of this or any other scate i~ 
the lawful perfo!~ance of the off~cerl5 official 
duties. 



SENATE 7 
April 20, 1987 

5-3652 pg. 2 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

.' ;:" 1 7 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

b. A federal official required to carry firearms 
while engaged in the lawful performance of the 
official's official duties. 

c. A member of the armed forces of the United 
States or of the national guard while engaged in the 
law£ul performance of the member's official duties. 

d. The conservation commission or any law 
enforcement agency, hunting club, gun club, shoo:ing 
range, or any other organization or entity whose 
primary purpose is to teach the safe hand~ing or use 
of firearms, archery equipment, or other "eapons 0r 

techniques employed in connection with lawful sporting 
or other lawful activity." 

2. Page 3, line 6, by striking the word 
"container" and inserting the following: 
"container,lI. 

3. Title page, line 1, by striking the words "to 
revise" and inserting the following: "relating to 
dangerous weapons, offensive weapons, anc explosives, 
by providing an enhanced penalty for assault when a 
firearm is used or displayed, by prohibitlng 
instruction in the use of weapons or explosives for 
use in civil disorder, and by revising". 

4. By renumbering as required. 
5-3652 
Filed April 16, 1987 RECEIVED ?RO~l THE HOe5E 

SENATE FILE 282 

5-3724 
1 Amend the amendment, 5-3652, to Senate File 282 

ame~ded, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as ' 
foll.ows: 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1. By striking page 1, line 15 through page 2, 
line 16. 
. 2 •. Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 23 and 

7 1nsertlng the following: "firearm is used Or 
8 displayed, and by revising". 
9 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

$-3724 
Filed April 22, 1987 BY DONALD V. DOYLE 

as 

I , 
I 



SENATE FILE 282 
5-3808 

1 Amend the HQ~se amendment, 5-3652, to Senate File 
2 282, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, 
3 as f.ollows: 
4 1. Page 2, by inserting aEter line 16 the 
5 following: 
6 " . Page 4, by inserting after line 1 the 
7 following: 
8 "Sec. . Section 809.21, Code 1987, is amended 
9 by adding the following new unnumbered par2qraph: 

10 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Notwithstar.d:~,; chapter 
11 25A, the state of Iowa and employees of the state are 
12 not liable for a claim arising from the retention, 
13 sale, gift, or transfer of property pursuant to this 
14 Section."" 
IS 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

5-3808 
Filed A;:>ril 24, 1987 BY DONALD V. DOYLE 
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1 An Act to revise provisions relating to dangerous weapons and the 

carrying of dangerous weapons and knives, and providing 
penalties. 

2 

3 

4 BE 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

~~~I~~~E~ ASSIGNMENTS 
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S.F. ____ ' Ei.F. 

1 Section l. 
2 follows: 

3 702.7 DANGEROUS WEAPON. 
. . ', '" , ' " i 

4 A "dangerous'weapon",is any i 
5 primarily for use in inflicting OPMr 

6 being or animal, andwhi~h is 
7 a human being when used in the 
8 designed. 'Addition.dly, any imit 
9 whatsoever which is actual,lyused 

10 indicate that the defendant int 
11 serious injury upon the oth~r" 

• ;- .' . , ,.-', '!~'.,., '" . 

of inflicting death upon Ic;l;;~~~;~" !.,I :,l:~ange~ous , ' 
weapon. Dangerous weapons. i re'not ,~imited to,' 

12 capable 
13 

. .. __ ~ _ ;~~};-:;:I..' .':'-)-;~'~~>'j':"I1'."<,_;.,. 0-' '_',-, 

14 any offensive weapon, pistol, or"'cither',firearm, 
. ,', ." .. , . .}:~;:"~'.;->~~ __ -.~-~ ":'·,i·~·::; .. :.-- \ ',_ -,_·;,:·_;ti>,;' s_ ":"'- .. "" '-

15 dagger, razor, stiletto, switchblade knife~or 'knife:having a 
. '\",:,_ - '. . .A_·~_:'''''''_'-~·: :,,~ ;~:fr;.' .. :-., ~ __ 

16 blade ee-~hf'ee exceeding five inchesol':'ionger, in 'length. '" 
'_' ;: __ ,.::.".r~_.,~~);,J~ __ :'~;:"''r.¥ :'.~ ,';., .·;:,,-_-,.h.~~.·."'· . 

17 Sec. 2. Section 724.4,Code 1987,'1.5 amended to read as 

~: fOl:~; CARRYING WEAPONS. ·.U~l;:t~~i\;Ai~l· . 
20 1. PI Except as otherwise provided "{nthis section; a 
21 person who goes armed with adangerotis ~eaponboncealed on or . ," - ,".' -. '.', 

22 about the person, or who, within the 'limits of any city, goes 
23 armed with a pistol or revolver,orany'loadedfirearm of any 
24 kind, whether concealed or not,o~-~hOk~owi~g'lyccirries or 
25 transports in a vehicle a pisto1~~'ie:Yolver,'~0~its an 
26 aggravated misdemeanOr7-~f'ev~eee""elt~~~eh~s.;;'s~~~iOI'\-SheH:-l'\oe 

., ' '. ;~. ";.,' ',;:: - . -:<.:,' .. 
27 epp%r-te-el'\r-of-the-foH:ow~l'\g,:,. ", ~:/, ,,/:« ," - . \... '.,,"" 
28 . ,Z. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or 
29 about the person, if the person uses theknlfeinthe 
30 commission of a crime, commits an aggravated misdemeanor. 
31 3. A person who goes armed with:a:'knlfe concealed on or 
32 about the person, if the person does not use the knife in the 
33 commission of a crime: 

.-'-.,' 

, '- ", 

34 a. If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in 
35 length, commits an aggravated misdemeanor. 
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S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not 
2 exceeding eight inches in length, commits a serious 

3 misdemeanor. 
4 c. If the knife has a blade at least three inches but not 

5 exceeding five inches in length, commies a simple misdemeanor. 

4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any of the 6 

7 following: 

8 % a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon in 

9 the person's own dwelling or place of business, or on land 
10 owned or possessed by the person. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

% b. Any ~ peace officer, when the officer's duties 

require the person to carry such weapons. 

3 c. Any A member of the armed forces of the United States 

or of the national guard or person in the service of the 

United States, when the weapons are ca:ried in connection with 

the person's duties as such. 

+ d. A correctional officer, when the officer's duties 
require, serving under the authority of the Iowa department of 

corrections. 

5 e. Any ~ person who for any lawful purpose carries an 

unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a 

closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package 

23 which is too large to be concealed on the person. 

24 6 f. Any ~ person who for any lawful purpose carries or 

25 transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in any ~ vehicle 
26 inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped 

27 package whiCh is too large to be concealed on the person or 
28 inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or 

29 revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding 
30 in the vehicle or common carrier. 

31 ~ g. Any A person while the person is lawfully engaged in 

32 target practice on a range designed for that purpose or while 

33 actually engaged in lawful hunting. 

34 h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or 

35 fishing, while actually engaged in lawful hunting or fishing. 

-2-



S.P. ________ H.P. 

1 e i. Any A person who has in the person's possession and 
2 who displays to any a peace officer on demand a valid permit 

3 to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and 
4 whose conduct is within the limits of that permit. Ho A 

5 person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section 

6 if the person produces at the person's trial a permit to carry 

7 weapons which was valid at the time of the alleged offense and 
8 which would have brought the person's conduct within this 
9 exception if the permit had been produced at the time of the 

10 alleged offense. 

11 9 1. A law enforcement officer from another state when the 
12 officer's duties require the officer to carry the weapon and 

13 the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons: 

14 a~ ill The extradition or other lawful removal of a 

15 prisoner from this state. 
16 b~ 111 Pursuit of a suspect in compliance with chapter 
17 806. 

18 e~ ill Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement 
19 officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief of police 
20 of the city or the sheriff of the county in which the 

21 activities occur or of the director of public safety. 
22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill provides that a knife is a dangerous weapon if it 
24 has a blade exceeding five inches in length. Under present 

25 law a knife is a dangerous weapon if its blade is three inches 
26 or longer in length. The bill expressly states that a 
27 switchblade knife is a dangerous weapon. 
28 The bill also revises the statute on carrying concealed 
29 weapons to provide graduated penalties for carrying a knife. 
30 If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in length or 

31 is used in the commission of a crime, the offense remains an 
32 aggravated misdemeanor. If the knife has a blade exceeding 

33 five inches but not exceeding eight inches in length, the 
34 offense is a serious misdemeanor. If the blade is at least 
35 three inches but not exceeding fiv~ inches in length, the 
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1 offense is a simple misdemeanor although under the bill the 

2 knife would not be expressly defined as a dangerous weapon. 

3 There would be no penalty for carrying a knife having a blade 

4 less than three inches in length. 

5 The bill also adds an exception under the carrying statute 

6 for a person who carries a knife used in hunting or fishing, 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

while actually engaged in hunting or fishing. 

-4-

LSB 1808SC 72 

jw/jw/5 


