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A BILL FOR

An Act to revise provisions relating to dangerous weapons and the
carrying of dangerous weapons and knives, and providing

penalties.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 702.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as
follows:

702.7 DANGEROUS WEAPON.

A "dangerous weapon" is any instrument or device designed
primarily for use in inflicting death or injury upon a human
being or animal, and which is capable of inflicting death upon
a human being when used in the manner for which it was
designed. Additiocnally, any instrument or device of any sort
whatsoever which is actually used in such a manner as to
indicate that the defendant intends to inflict death or
serious injury upon the other, and which, when so used, is
capable of inflicting death upon a human being, is a dangerous
weapon. Dangerous weapons include, but are not limited to,
any offensive weapon, pistol, revolver, or other firearm,

dagger, razor, stiletto, switchblade knife, or knife having a

blade ef-three exceeding five inches er-tonger in length.
Sec. 2. Section 724.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as
follows:
724.4 CARRYING WEAPONS.

1. A Except as otherwise provided in this section, a

person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon concealed on or
about the person, or who, within the limits of any city, goes
arned with a pistol or revolver, or any loaded firearm of any
kind, whether concealed or not, or who knowingly carries or
transports in a vehicle a pistol or revolver, commits an
aggravated misdemeancrr;-provided-that-this-section-snalti-not
apptry-to-egny-of-the-felitowsings,

2. A person who goes armed with & knrnife concealed on or

about the person, if the person uses the knife in the

commigslonr of a crime. commits an aggravated misdemeanor.

3. A person who goes armed with a knife ccncealed cn or

about the person, if the person does not use the «nife in the

commission of a crime:

2. If the knife nas a blade exceeding eighi inches in

length, commits an aggravated misdemeanor.
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b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not

exceeding elight inches in length, commits a Serious

misdemeanor.

4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any cf the
following:

t a. A person who gces armed with a dangerous weapon in

the person's own dwelling or place of business, or on land
owned or possessed by the person.

2 b. Any A peace officer, when the officer's duties
require the person to carry such weapons.

3 ¢c. Any A member of the armed forces of the United States
or ¢f the national guard or person in the service of the
United States, when the weapons are carried in connecticn with
the person's duties as such.,

4 d. A correctional officer, when the officer’'s duties
regquire, serving under the authority of the Iowa department of
corrections,

5 e. Anry A person who for any lawful purpose carries an
unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a
closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package
which is too large to be concealed on the person.

6 £. Any A person who for any lawful purpose carries or
transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in ary a vehicle
inside a c¢losed and fastened container ot securely wrapped
package which 1s too large to be concealed on the person or
inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or
revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding
in the vehicle or common carrier.,

7 g. Any A person while the person is lawfully engaged :n
target practice on a range designed for that purpose or while
actually engaged 1n lawful hunting.

h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or

fishing, while actually engaged in lawful hunting or fishing.

8 1. Any A person who has jin the person's possession and

who displays to any a peace officer on demand a valid permit
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to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and
whose conduct is within the limits of that permit. No A
person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section
if the person produces at the person's trial a permit to carry
weapons which was valid at the time of the alleged offense and
which would have brought the person’'s conduct within this
exception if the permit had been produced at the time of the
alleged offense.

9 j. A law enforcement officer from another state when the
officer's duties require the officer to carry the weapon and
the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons:

as (1) The extradition or other lawful removal of a
prisoner from this state.

b+ (2) Pursuit of a suspect in compliance with chapter
806.

er (3) Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement
officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief of police
of the city or the sheriff of the county in which the
activities occur or of the director of public safety.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that a knife is a dangerous weapeon if it
has a blade exceeding five inches in length. Under present
law a knife is a dangerous weapon if its blade 1s three inches
or longer in length. The bill expressly states that a
switchblade knife is a dangerous weapon.

The bill also revises the statute on carrying concealed
weapeons to provide graduated penalties for carrying a knife.
If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in length or
is used in the commission of a crime, the offense remains an
aggravated misdemeancr. If the knife has a blade exceeding
five inches but not exceeding eight inches in length, the
offense is a serious misdemeanor. There would be no penalty
for carrying a knife having a blade less than five inches in
length,

The bill also adds an exception under the carrying statute
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1 for a person who carries a knife used in hunting or fishing,

2 while actually engaged in hunting or fishing.
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SENATE FILE 282

-3092

Amend Senate File 282 as follows: s
1. Page 1, by inserting after line 16 the g
following: _
" wgec. 2. Section 724.1, Code 1987, is amended by
adding the following new subsechon as subsection 8
and renumbering the subsequent subsection:
NEW SUBSECTION. 8. A ballistic knife. A .
hallistic knife is a knife with a detachable blade ;

which is propelled by a spring ooeraLed mechanism,
elastic material, or compressed gas.
2. By renumbering sections as required.

w
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§-3092 :
Filed March 2, 1987 _ By DONALD V. DOYLE Py
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SENATE FILE 282

-3164

3 .
1 Amend Senate File 282 as follows:

2 l. Page l, by inserting after line 16 the

3 following: ,

4 "Sec. . Section 724.1, Code 1987, is amended by
5

6

7

8

adding the following new subsectlon as subsection 5
and renumbering the subsequent subsections: :
NEW SUBSECTION. S. A ballistic knife. A ' ‘

ballistic knife 1s a knife with a detachable blade
9 which is propelled by a spring-operated mechanxsm,
10 elastic material, or compressed gas.
11 Sec. . Section 724.1, subsection 5, Code 1987,
12 is amended to read as follows:
. 13 5 6. Any part or combination of parts either
‘14 designed or intended to be used to convert any device
15 into an offensive weapon as described in subsections 1
16 to-4 through 5 of this section, or to assemble into
17 such an offensive weapon, except magazines or other
18 parts, ammunition, or ammunition components used in
19 common with lawful sporting firearms or parts
20 including but not limited to barrels suitable for
21 refitting to sporting firearms."

22 2. By renumbering sections as required.
5-3164 _
-Filed March 12, 1987 BY DONALD V. DOYLE
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A BiLL FOR

-1 An Act to revise provisions relating to dangerous weapons and the
2 carrying of dangerous weapons and knives, and providing
3 penalties.
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 702.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as .
follows:

702.7 DANGEROUS WEAFPON.

A "dangerous weapon" is any instrument or device designed

primarily for use in inflicting death or injury upon a human
being or animal, and which is capable of inflicting death upon
a human being when used in the manner for which it was
designed, Additionally, any instrument or device of any sort

WO ~ O U s Wb

whatsoever which is actually used in such a manner as to
indicate that the defendant intends to inflict death or

i
=

serious injury upon the other, and which, when so used, is

bt
bJ

capable of inflicting death upon a human being, is a dangerous
13 weapon. Dangerous weapons include, but are not limited to,
14 any offensive weapon, pistol, revolver, or other firearm,

15 dagger, razor, stiletto, switchblade knife, or &nife having a

16 blade ef-chree exceeding five inches er-tenger in length.

17 Sec. 2. Section 724.1, Code 1687, is amended Dy adding the .
=~ - o - T R e T R U L ST
f 11 ? Y = ~SEia) -‘.-—\ f=4 --I\" m o t\n
18 following new subsection as subsect.on 5 and reaumpering tne

3
19 subseguent subsections:
m—w
0] NE¥ aUBSPP”*ON 5, & ballictic knife. & ballis:;ic knife
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1 is z knife with a detachable blade which is p;opelled by a
las
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22 smering-cperated mechanism,

¥ Lic material, oi compressed
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23 gas.
24 Sec. 3. Section 724.1, subsecticn 5, Code 19&7, is amenued
- " Ryt
25 to read as foll Lows:
A
26 5 6. Any part or combination of parts either designed or
& XY =
27 intended to be used to convert any device into an offensive
T AR LT . ST IR o IEPETITR T ™. MO N L R 2 PPN
28 weapon as described in subsections 1 #e-4 throucgh 5 of this

—
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29 sectlou, or to assemble *nto such an offenszve weapon, except

‘awfu‘ soort}ﬁf flrearms or parts
_bgt_ng;lylmlted to bar e's“su‘tao;e tor ref;ttln- to

i3 saorting firearms. .

B?Ed_¥“ common W%th
including

34 Sec. 4. Section 724.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as
35 follows:
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724.4 CARRYING WEAPONS.
l. & Except as otherwise provided in this section, a

person wheo goes armed with a dangerous weapon concealed on or
about the person, or who, within the limits of any city, goes
armed with a pistol or revolver, or any loaded firearm of any
kind, whether concealed or not, or who knowingly carries or
transports in a vehicle a pistel or revolver, commits an
aggravated misdemeanory-previded-thar-this-section-shairi-not
appiy-to-any-of-the-foltowings:.

2. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or

about the person, if the person uses the knife in the

commission of a crime, commits an aggravated misdemeanor.

3. A person who goes armed with a knilfe concealed on or

about the person, if the person does not use the knife in the

commission of a crime:
a. 1If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in

length, commits an aggravated misdemeanor.

b. If tne knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not

exceeding eight inches in length, commits a serious

misdemeanor.

4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any of the
following:

* a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon in

the person's own dwelling or place of business, or on land
owned or possessed by the person.

2 b. Any A peace officer, when the officer's duties
require the person to carry such weapons,

3 c. Any A member of the armed forces of the United States
or of the national guard or person in the service of the
United States, when the weapons are carried in connection with
the person's duties as such.

4 d. A correctional officer, when the officer’'s duties
require, serving under the authority of the Iowa department of
corrections.

5 e. &ny A person whe for any lawful purpose carries an
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unloaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a
closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package
which 1s too large to be concealed on the person.

& £. Any A perscon who for any lawful purpose carries or
transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in any a vehicle
inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped
package which is too large to be concealed on the person or
inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or
revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding
in the vehicle or common carrier,

7 g. Any A person while the person is lawfully engaged in
target practice on a range designed for that purpose or while
actually engaged in lawful hunting.

h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or

fishing, while actually engaged in lawful hunting or fishing.

8 i. Any A person who has in the person's possession and
who displays to amy 2 peace officer on demand a valid permit
to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and
whose conduct is within the limits of that permit. No A
person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section
if the person produces at the person's trial a permit to carry
weapons which was valid at the time of the alleged offense and
which would have brought the person's conduct within this
exception if the permit nad been produced at the time of the
alleged offense. :

9 j. A law enforcement officer from another state when the
officer's duties require the officer to carry the weapon and
the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons:

as (1) The extradition or other lawful removal of a
prisoner from this state.

Bs {2} Pursuit of a suspect in compliance with chapter
806.

e+ (3) Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement
officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief of police
of the city or the sheriff of the county in which the

-3~
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activities occur or of the director of public safety.
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, Cocce 1687, is amencded ov
adding the folliowing new subsecticn after subdsecticn
and renumceri the subsequent subsections:

NEW SUBSECTION 2. A person who commits an
assault, as defined in secticn 708.i, and uses or
displays a firearm ia ccnnecticn wizhn
gulizy 0f£ an aggravared misdemeanor.
be convicted ané sencenced for a i
-nlf subsecticn and section

the same Incident,

Sec. 3. NEW SECTICMN. 718.7 TRAINING

WEAPONS OR EXPLOSIVES 7C2 I N CIVIL
PRCEIZITED,

1. As used in %this section:

a. "Ciwvil disorder" means any public disturbance
involving acts ¢f violence which causes an :mmnediate
danger of or results in damage or injury to any real
Or personal property or person.

"Dangerous weapen" means a dangerous weapen &s
in SELL;CW 702.7.
"Expliosive” means an explcsive as defined in
n 101a.:
"Offensive weapon
defined :1n secticn 724.1.

2. & person shall not:

a. Teach or demcnstrate Y0 any other perscn =he
use, appiicaticn, or manufacture of any dangerous
weapcon, offensive weapon, explosive, or zechnique
capable of causing injury or cdeath to persons, xaowing
Or having reasonrable cause to know and intending that
the weapon, explosive, or technigue will be unlawfuliy
empioyed for use in or in furtherance of a civil
disorder.

b. Assemble with one or more perscns for th
purpose of training with, practicing with, or bein
instructed in the use of any dangerous weapon,
offensive weapon, explosive, or technique capable of
causing injury or death to persons, intending :o
empioy the weapon, explosive, or technigue unlawfully
for use in or in furtherance of a civil disorder

3. A person convicted of a violation of this
sectlon is guilty of a class "D" felonv.

4. This section shall no%t apply tc:

a. A peace officer of this or any cther state in
the lawful performance of the officer's official
duties.

1

means an cffersive weapon as

-1-
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A federal official required to carry firearms
while engaged in the lawful performance of the
official's official duties.

¢. A member of the armed forces of the United
States or of tae national guard while engaged 1n the
lawful performance of the member's official duties,

d. The conservation commission or any law
enforcement agency, hunting club, gqur cilub, shocting
range, or any other organization or entity whose
primary purpose is to teach the safe handl:ing or use
of firearms, archery equipment, or other weapens or
technigues employed in connection with lawfui sporting
or other lawful activity."

2. Page 3, line 6, by striking the word
"container” and inserting the following:

"ccntainer, ",

3. Title page, line 1, by striking the words "to  »
Tevise” and inserting the following: "relating to
dangerous weapons, offensive weapons, and exrlosives,
by providing an enhanced penalty for assault when a
firearm is used or displayed, by prohibiting
instruction in the use of weapons or explosives for
use in civil disorder, and by revising".

4. By renumbering as required. .

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
3704 FILED APRIL 10, 1987 AND LAW ENFQRCEMENT

b doplid %44/§7qf1303/



SENATE 6
april 20, 1987

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO
SENATE FILE 282
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Amend Senate File 282 as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate as follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 16 tne
following:

"Sec. 2. Section 708.2, Code 1987, is amended by
adding the following new subsection after subsection I
and renumbering the subsequent subsections:

NEW SU3SECTION. 2. A person who comm:ts an
assault, as defined in section 708.1, and uses or
displays a firearm in connection with the =3ssault, 1s
guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor. A p=2rson may not
be convicted and sentenced for a violatioca of both
this subsection and section 708.6 or 708.8 as a result
of the same incident. ,

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 718.7 TRAINING IN TRz USE
QF WEAPONS OR EXPLOSIVES FOR USE IN CIVIL DISORDER
PROEIBITED,

1. As used in this section:

a. "Civil disorder" means any public disturbance
involving acts of violence which causes an immediate
danger of or results in damage or injury to any real
or personal property or person,

b. "Dangerous weapon” means a dangerous weapon as
defined in section 7902.7.

c. “Explosive" means an explosive as defined 1in
section 101A.1.

d. "Offensive weapon" means an offensive weapon as
28 defined in section 724.1.

29 2. A person shall not:

30 a. Teach or demonstrate to any other rperson the

31 use, application, or manufacture of any dangerous

32 weapon, offensive weapon, explosive, or technique

33 capable of causing injury or death to persons, knowing
34 or having reasonable cause to know and intending that
35 the weapon, explosive, or technique will be unlawfully
36 employed for use in or in furtiherance of a civil

37 disorder.

38 b. Assemble with one or more persons for the

36 purpose of training with, practicing with, or being

40 instructed in the use of any dangerous weapon,

41 offensive weapon, expliosive, Or technigue <capavie of
42 causing injury or death fo persons, intending tc

43 emplcy the weapon, explosive, or technlique unlawfully
44 for use in or in furtherance of a civil disorder,

45 3. A person convicted of a violation <I this

45 section 1s guiltv of a class “D" felony.

WO~ b

47 4. This section shall not &pply to:
45 a. A peace officer of tnis cr any other state ia

the lawful performance cf the ofificer's official
duties.

‘
.
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b. A federal official required to carry firearms
while engaged in the lawful performance of the
official's official duties.

¢. A member of the armed forces of the United
States or of the national gquard while engaged in the
lawful performance of the member's official duties.

d. The conservation commission or any law
enforcement agency, hunting club, qun club, shooting
range, or any other organization or entity whose
primary purpose is to teach the safe handling or use
of firearms, archery equipment, or other -eapons or
techniques employed in connection with lawful sporting
or other lawful activity."

2. Page 3, line 6, by striking the word
“container"” and inserting the following:

"container,". _

3. Title page, line 1, by striking the words "to
revise” and inserting the following: ‘"relating to
dangerous weapons, offensive weapons, ané explosives,
by providing an enhanced penalty for assault when a
firearm 1s used or displayed, by prohibiting
instruction in the use of weapons or explcsives for
use in civil disorder, and by revising”.

4. By renumbering as required. .

5-3652
Filed April 16, 1987 RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE

1y S_

SENATE FILE 282

724

3
1 Amend the amencdment, S-3652, to Senate File 282, as
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as

3 follows:

g 1. By striking page 1, line 15 through page 2,

6

7

8

line 16.
2. Page 2, by striking lines 21 through 23 and
inserting the following: “firearm is used or
displayed, and by revising”.
9 3. By renumbering as necessary. -—
$-3724 | i
Filed April 22, 1987 BY DONALD V. DOYLE i



5-38

W~ s o p b

SENATE FILE 282

08

Amend the House amendment, $-3652, to Senate File
282, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate,
as follows:

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 16 the
follewing:

"___. Page 4, by inserting after line 1 the
following:

"Sec. . Section 809.21, Code 1987, is amended
by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph:

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Notwithstand:asg chapter
254, the state of Iowa anad employees of the state are
not liable for a claim arising from the retention,
sale, gift, or transfer of property pursuant to this
section, "

2. By renumbering as necessary.

s-3808
Filed April 24, 1987 BY DONALD V. DOYLE
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Sectlon l.f

Eollows.
702. '7 DANGEROUS WEAPON T ¢ x
SR

A “"dangerous weapon" lS any'xnstrumgngf%r dev;celde51gned ;ff;;£=
Y et ate X $ 3 ’ét'"’-w" ”’ ‘" .'rf'.: [ R L
prxmarlly for use 1n 1nf11ct1ng death or injury upon a human W
x R S vy, onﬁ T, E
“'nflzctrng death upon
- VL TR
a human belng when used 1n the manner Eor thhklt was .
T ‘%\“ﬁ'w\tx%' Ay l?‘!*'g 8 RS
designed. Addrt;onally. any lnstrument or devxce of any sort
e “,z; (i,—-‘,f{.'ﬂ .f. i ; o
whatsoever thCh is actually used n such er : j__g“r5.;; L
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any offensrve weapon, p1stol, revolver: or other firearm, - |
dagger, razor, stiletto,’ swltcholagewknzfe, br knlfe hav1ng a'}j=
blade ef-three exceedlng five 1nches or—ionger 1n 1ength.;; ﬁ .
' Sec. 2. Section 724. 4 Code 1987, s amer as
follows.' B B
724.4 CARRYING szpons.“-V"

i. A Except as_otherwise provxded 1n ‘this sectron, a

IS amended to read as i

person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon concealed on or
about the person, or who, Wlthln the lrmlts of any cxty, goes
armed with a p13t01 or revolver.'or any loaded fxrearm of any
kind, whether concealed or not, or who knowrngly carries or
transports in a vehicle a plStOl or revolver, conmlts an
aggravated m1sdemeanor7-provzdedethee th:s-sectton shaii not

appty-to-any-of-the-foittowings. i A .
;2. A person who goes armed Wlth a knxfe concealed on or

A

about the person,le the person uses the knxfe in ‘the

commission of a crime, commits an aggravated misdemeanor.
3. A person who goes armed with a knife concealed on or ‘
about the person, if the person does not use the knlfe in the

commission of a crime: ' S S
a. If the knife has a blade exceedlng elght ‘inches in X
length, commits an aggravated mlsdemeanor. a S o '

-1-
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b. If the knife has a blade exceeding five inches but not

exceeding eight inches in length, commits a serious

misdemeanor.

c. If the knife has a blade at least three inches but not

exceeding five inches in length, commiis a simple misdemeancr.

4. Subsections 1 through 3 do not apply to any of the

following:

¥ a. A person who goes armed with a dangerous weapon in
the person's own dwelling or place of business, or on land
owned or possessed by the person.

2 b, Any A peace officer, when the officer's duties
require the person to carry such weapons.

3 ¢c. Any A member of the armed forces of the United States
or of the national gquard or person in the service of the
United States, when the weapons are carried in connection with
the person's duties as such.

4+ d. A correctional officer, when the officer's duties
require, serving under the authority of the Iowa department of
corrections.

5 e. Any A person who for any lawful purpose carries an
unlcaded pistol, revolver, or other dangerous weapon inside a
closed and fastened container or securely wrapped package
which is too large to be concealed on the person.

6 £. Any A person who for any lawful purpose carries or
transports an unloaded pistol or revolver in any a vehicle
inside a closed and fastened container or securely wrapped
package which is too large to be concealed on the person or
inside a cargo or luggage compartment where the pistol or
revolver will not be readily accessible to any person riding
in the vehicle or common carrier,

? g. Any A person while the person is lawfully engaged in
target practice on a range designed for that purpose or while
actually engaged in lawful hunting,

h. A person who carries a knife used in hunting or

fishing, while actually engaged in lawful hunting or fishing.

_2_
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8 i. Any A person who has in the person's possession and
who displays to any a peace officer on demand a valid permit

to carry weapons which has been issued to the person, and
whose conduct is within the limits of that permit. Ne A
person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section
if the person produces at the person's trial a permit to carry
weapons which was valid at the time of the alleged offense and
which would have brought the person's conduct within this
exception if the permit had been produced at the time of the
alleged offense.

9 3. A law enforcement officer from another state when the
officer's duties require the officer to carry the weapon and
the officer is in this state for any of the following reasons:

at (1) The extradition or other lawful removal of a
prisoner from this state.

b+ (2) Pursuit of a suspect in compliance with chapter
806.

ex (3) Activities in the capacity of a law enforcement
officer with the knowledge and consent of the chief of police
of the city or the sheriff of the county in which the
activities occur or of the director of public safety.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that a knife is a dangercus weapon if it
has a blade exceeding five inches in length. Under present
law a knife is a dangerous weapon if its blade is three inches
or longer in length. The bill expressly states that a
switchblade knife is a dangerous weapon.

The bill also revises the statute on carrying concealed
weapons to provide graduated penalties for carrying a knife.
If the knife has a blade exceeding eight inches in length or
is used in the commission of a crime, the offense remains an
aggravated misdemeanor. If the knife has a blade exceeding
five inches but not exceeding eight inches in length, the
offense is a serious misdemeanor. 1f the blade is at least
three inches but not exceeding five inches in length, the
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offense is a simple misdemeanor although under the bill the
knife would not be expressly defined as a dangerous weapon.
There would be no penalty for carrying a knife having a blade
less than three inches in length.

The bill also adds an exception under the carrying statute
for a person who carries a knife used in hunting or fishing,

while actually engaged in hunting or fishing.
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