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1 An Act providing that under certain circumstances the owner of a 

2 vehicle which is violating the warning lamps or stop arm of a 

) school bus or a vehicle which is improperly overtaking and 

4 passing another vehicle shall be deemed to be the driver and 

5 making penalties applicable. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 321.372A VEHICLE OWNER LIABIL!TY 

2 FOR FAILURE: TO OBEY SCHOOL BUS WARNING DEVICES. 

3 The driver or an occupant of a school bus who observes a 

4 violation of section 321.303 or section 321.372, subsection 3, 

5 may prepare a written report on a form provided by the 

6 department of public safety indicating that a violation has 

7 occurred. The school bus driver or a school official may 

8 deliver the report not more than twenty-four hours after the 

9 vioL,ti.on occurred cO a peace officer of the state or a peace 

10 officer o~ the coun~y or municipality in which the violation 

11 occllrred. The [FpO:t shall s:ate ~he time and the location ae 

12 wr.ict-. Lile violation occu:red ,wc! sha~l include the 

13 regi3tratioIl plate number and a description of the vehicle 

14 invo:ved in the vislation. 

l5 Not more 

16 a violation 

than foety-eight hours aEter receiving a report of 

of section 321.303 or section 321.372, subsection 

17 3, f,o", a school bus driver or a school official, the peace 

18 officer snaIl prepc~e a uniform traffic citation for the 

19 violation and shall pprsonally serve it upon the owner oE the 

20 vehicle. If acting with reasonable diligence the ofEicer is 

21 unable to serve the citation personally to the owner, service 

22 may be made by leaving a copy of the citation at the owner's 

23 place of lbode within this state in the presence of a 

24 competent member of the family at least fourteen years of age 

25 who is informed of the contents of the citation. If the 

26 owner's current pla2e of business and place of abode are not 

27 known, service may je made by mailing a copy of the citation 

28 by certlEied mail to the owner's last known address. 

29 The owner oE a vehicle involved in a violation of section 

30 321.303 or section 321.372, subsection 3, is liable Eor the 

31 violation and shall be deemed to be the driver of the vehicle. 

32 It is not a defense that the owner was not driving the vehicle 

33 at the time of the violation except in any of the following 

34 circumstances: 

35 1. The owner of the vehicle provides a peace officer with 
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1 the name and address of the person drivillg the vehicle at the 

2 time of the violation and that person admits driving the 

3 vehicle at the time of the violation. 

4 2. The owner of the venicle is a lessor of vehicles 

5 iicense~ under chapter 321F and the owner establishes that at 

6 the tIme of the violat~on the vehicle was in the custo~y of a 

7 lessee pursuant to a lease as defined in chapter 3212 and the 

8 owner pruvides a peace officer with the name. address, and 

9 motor vehicle license number of the lessee. 

10 3. The owner of the vehicle is a motor vehicle dea!er or 

11 ~anufactu(er and the owner establishes that the ve~icle was 

12 being driven by another person on a trial run or tes;' drive O~ 

13 for another reason at the time of the violation and the dealer 

14 or manufacturer provides a peace officer with the name, 

15 address, and motor vehicle license number of the person 

16 driving the vehicle. 

17 4. The vehicle was sto:en at the time of the violation. 

18 If the owner of the vehicle establishes that the vehicle 

19 was being driven by another person at the time of the 

20 violation as provided in this section that person and not the 

21 owner shall be charged with the violation. 

22 Sec.?. Section 321.484, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

23 1985, is amended to read dS follows: 

24 If a peace officer as defined in section 801.4 has 

25 reasonable cause to believe the driver of a motor vehicle has 

26 violated sections 321.261, 321.262, or 321.264, e~-3zi.39z. 

27 the officer may request any owner of the motor vehicle to 

28 supply information identifying the driver. When requested, 

29 the owner of the vehicle shall identify the driver to the best 

30 of hi9-o~-he~ the owner's ability. However, the owner of the 

31 vehicle is not required to supply identification information 

32 to the officer if the owner believes the information is self-

33 incriminating. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill provides that the owner of a vehicle which fails 
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1 to obey tbe warning lamps or stop arm of a school bus as re-

2 quir€d ~nder section 321.372. subsection 3. shall be deemed to 

3 be the drlver of the vehicle and is l:able for the violation. 

4 A violaticn entails a scheduled fine of $25 subject to the 

5 criminal penalty surcharge. 

6 Tt.is bill also provides that the owner of a vehicle which 

7 is improperly overtaking another vehicle (not necessarily a 

8 schoc: hus) on the leE: as required under section 321.303. 

9 shal: be ceemed to oe the driver o~ the vehic:e and is liable 

10 fo~ the vcolation. A violation en:ails a scheduled fine of 

11 $IS subject to surcilarge, 

12 The ,)"':~er will r~.t be char<,ed for tht: violation if the 

13 OW,le,. p:ovides a pe.,ce officer with the name and address of 

14 the persell driving 'he vehicle at the ~lme 0: the violation 

15 and the person admi:'s d~iving the vehicle at the time of the 

16 violation; if the owner is a lessor of vehicles licensed under 

17 chaptel 321F and the owner establishes ~hat at the time the 

18 vehicle WdS in the custody of a lessee pursuant to a lease as 

19 defined in chapter 1212 and the owner provides a peace officer 

20 with the Game. addr2ss. and motor vehicle license number of 

21 the lessee; if the owner is a motor vehicle dealer or 

22 manl)Eacturer and the owner establishes that the vehicle was 

23 being driven by another person and the dealer or manuEactu~er 

24 provides a peace officer with the name. address and license 

25 number of the persoll driving the vehicle; or If the vehicle 

26 was stolen. 

27 The bill also requ.res a peace officer to issue a Ilniform 

28 traffic citation within 48 hours aEter receiv:ng a report of a 

29 violation of section 321.303 or section 321.372. subsection 3. 

30 from a school bus driver or a school official. 
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