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1 An Act to provide a procedure for the accreditation of school
2 districts and nonpublic schools.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 257.25, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code .

2 Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:
im—addition-to-the-reapoensibiitetes-of-the-seate-board-of

4 publire-instruction-and-cthe-commissrener-of-publre-instruetion

under-sther-provrsions-ef-the-€odes;-the The state board of

public instruction shall, except as otherwise provided in this

section, establish standards for eppreving accrediting all

5
6
7
8 public and nonpublic schools in Iowa offering instruction at
9 any or all levels from the prekindergarten level through grade
0 twelve. A nonpublic school which offers only a

11 prekindergarten program may, but shaix is not be required to,

12 seek and obtain appreval accreditation under thls chapter. A

13 iist of approved schocls shall be maintained by the departaent

14 of pubiic instruction. The state board shall proemuigate adopt

15 rules to require that a multicultural, nonsexist approach is

16 used by school districts. The educational program shall be

17 taught from a multicultural, nonsexist approach. The approvat

18 accreditatlion standards established by tne state board shall .

i¥ delineate and be based upon the educational program described
20 below:

21 Sec. 2. Section 257.25, subsection 2, Code Supplement

22 1985, is amended Lo read as follows:

23 2. The kindergarten program shall include experiences

24 designed to develop healthy emotional and social habits and

25 growth in the language arts and communication skills, as well
26 as a capacity for the completion of individual tasks, and

27 protection and development of physical being. A kindergarten
28 teacher shall hold a certificate certifying that the holder is
29 qualified to teach in kindergarten. An approved accredited

36 nonpublic schcol must meet the requirements of this subsection
31 only if the nonpublic school offers a kindergarten program.

32 Sec. 3. Section 257.25, subsection 9, paragraph b, Code

33 Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

34 b. A qualified school guidance counselor who shaii-meet .

35 meets the certification and apprevait accreditation standards

~] -




L L w—

o

Law

o BN N |

i

Lo

'

Ui

vrescribed by the department of public instructicn. The
cuidance counselor may be employed on a part-time or full-time
basis, or may devote only part time to counseling services,

accerding to the needs of the school and the availability of

zuidance personnel, as determined by the local bcaré. The

state board shall recommend standards based upon Zhe number of
students in attendance and other appropriate factors. Other
members of the noninstructional professional staff, including
ort not limited to physiciars, dentists, nurses, school
osychologists, speech therapists ancd other specialists, may
also pe employed or shared by one or more schocls. The
guidance counselor shall meet the certification and appreovat
:ngtruction and noninstructional staff members shall meet the
professional practice requirements of this state relating to
their special services.

Sec. 4. Section 257.25, subsections 10 through 12, Code
Supplement 1985, are amended by striking the subsections and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

10. By July 1, 1989, each school district shail possess
accrecitation under this subsection and subsections 11 and 12.

Thereafter, the state board shall require that once every

rt

hreo years school districts and nonpublic schocls meet
accreditation standards. One-third of the scnool districes
arcé neonpublic schools shall meet accreditatior standards each
vear. The commissioner shall appoint a comrittee of not more
~han five individuals one of whom is a member of a local
scrhocl disteict board of directors, three of whom possess
cerciflcates under chapter 260 and are employed in a nonpubiic
schaol, school district, merged area school, area education
agency, or institution of higher education, and cne of whom 1=
not a board member or certificate holder, to serve as an

ccreditation committee for a school district or nonpublic

{u

schoocl.  If the accreditation committee is for nonpublic

fu

Zchocl, the board member may be either a board member or
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administrator of a nonpublic school. The members of each
accreditation committee shall be broadly representative of the

education profession and shall not have a direct interest 1in
the school district or nonpublic school.

Prior to a visit to the school district or nonpublic
school, the board of directors of the schoocl district, or
authorities in charge of the nonpublic school, shall provide
the accreditation committee with written evidence that the

WO ) & e e B

school district or nonpublic school has met accreditation

10 standards prescribed in this section and by rule. The

il evidence shall be provided on forms prescribed by the

12 commissioner.

13 After visiting the school district or nonpublic schocl, the
14 accreditation committee shall determine whether the

15 accreditation standards have been met and shall make a report
16 to the commissioner, together with a recommendation whether

17 the school district or nonpublic school has met the

18 accreditation standards. The accreditation committee shall

19 report strengths and weaknesses, if any, for each standard. A
20 school district or nonpublic school may respond to the

21 accreditation committee's report.

22 l11. The commissioner shall review the accreditation

23 committee's report and the response of the school district or
24 nonpublic school, and provide a report and recommendation to
2% the state board along with the other reports that have been

26 filed. The state board shall determine whether the school

27 district or nonpublic school shall receive accreditation. If
28 a district or a school is accredited, the accreditation must
29 be renewed every three years thereafter using the procedure

30 prescribed in this section., 1If the state board determines

3] that a school district or nonpublic school should nct receive
32 accreditation, the commissioner, in cooperation with the board
33 of directors of the school district, or authorities in charge
34 of the nonpublic school, shall establish a plan prescribing

35 the procedures that must be taken to correct deficiencies in
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meeting the standards. The plan is subject to the approval of
the state board. For school districts, notice of the
deficiencies and the contents of the plan shall be published
oy the board of directors of a school district in a newspaper
of general circulation in the school district within fifteen
days after the receipt of the plan.

12. After the period of time specified in the plan for its
implementation by a school district or nonpublic¢ school, the
accreditation committee shall revisit the school district or
nonpublic school and shall determine whether the deficliencies
in the standards have been corrected and shall make a report
ard recommendation to the commissioner and the state board.
The state board shall determine whether the deficiencies have
been corrected. 1I1f the deficiencies have not been corrected,
the state board may determine that the school district or
nonpublic school is not accredited or may grant additional
time for implementation of the plan. If the state board does
not grant accreditation, the state poard shall merge the
territory of the school district with one or more contiguous
school districts. Division of assets and liabilities of the
school district shall be as provided in sections 275.29
through 275.31. Until the merger is completed, the school
district shall pay tuition for its resident students to an
accredited school district under section 282.24.

Sec. 5. Section 257.25, subsection 13, unnumbered
paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1985, 1s amended to read as
foliows:

Notwithstanding the-foregoing-provisiens-ef-thiz-sectton

subsections 1 through 12 and as an exception to their

requirements, a private high school or private combined
junior-senior high school operated for the express purpose of
teaching a program designed to gqualify its graduates for
matriculation at accredited four-year or equivalent liberail
arts, scientific, or technological colleges or universities

shall be placed on a special approved list of accreditec
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college preparatory schools, which list shall signify apprevat .
accreditation of the school for @uch-expressa that purpose

only, provided that:

Sec. 6. Section 257.25, subsection 13, paragraph b,
unnumbered paragraph 2, Code Supplement 1985, is amended to
read as follows:

Any A school claiming to be a private college preparatory
school which fails in any year to comply with the reguirement
of paragraph “b” of this subsection shall be placed on the
special appreved list of accredited college preparatory
schools probationally if sueh the school complies with the
requirements of paragraph "a" ef-th:res-subsection, but smen

probational apprevat accreditation shall not continue for more

than four successive years.
Sec. 7. Section 257.25, subsection 14, Code Supplement
1985, 1is amended to read as follows:
14. Notwithstanding the-feoregoing-provisions-of-this
secrron subsections 1 through 12 and as an exception to their .

requirements, a nonpublic grade school which is reopening
shati-be-approved may be accredited even if it does not have a

compiete grade one through grade six program;-provided-that.
However, the nonpublic grade school compiies must comply with
att other minimum standards established by law and

administrative rules adopted pursuant to the law and that the

nonpublic grade school shews must show progress toward
reaching a grade one through grade six program.

Sec. 8. Section 257.45, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
Suppiement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

€ommencing-Juty-17-19857-the The state board shall review
the shtandards contained in section 257.25%, shall review
current literature relating to effective schools and learning
environments, and shall consult with representatives from the
higher education institutions, area education agencies, school
board members, school administrators, teachers, parents, .

students, members of business, industry, and labor, other

-5-
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governmental agencies, assoclations interested 1n education,
and representatives of communities of various sizes to develop
standards for appreved accredited schools and school districts
that encompass, but are not limited to the following general
areas:
Sec. 9. Section 257.45, unnumbered paragraphs 2 through 6,
Code Supplement 1985, are amended to read as follows:
Notwithstanding the standards included in section 257.25;
9 not later than July 1, 1987, the state board shall adopt new
10 standards for epproved accredited schools. The standards
11 shall be adopted under chapter 17A and shall require that
12 schools and school districts meet the standards adopted by the
13 state board not later than July 1, 1989.
14 Following adoption of the standards, the department of

[+« B B Y L Y e S

15 public instruction shall assist schools and school districts
16 to comply with the standards.

17 The state board, in consultation with the boards of

18 directors and the administration of the school districts,

19 shall determine not later than July 1, 1989, on the baslis of
20 evidence submitted by the school districts, which school

21 districts meet the approval accreditation standards adopted by

22 the state board.

23 Thereafter the state board shall require that once every
24 three years schools and school districts submit evidence that
25 they meet the apprevat accreditation standards. One third of
26 the schools and school districts shall be reviewed each year.

27 Section 257.25, subsection-iZ;-appiies subsections 10, 11,

28 and 12, apply to schools and school districts not meeting the

29 approval accreditation standards.
30 Sec. 10. Section 234.1, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code

31 1985, is amended to read as follows:
32 a. Is in full-time attendance at an aepproved accredited
33 school pursuing a course of study eading to & high school

. 34 diploma.
35 Sec. 11. Section 244.10, Code 1985, is amended to read as

-5-
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follows: .

244.10 PLACING CHILD UNDER CONTRACT.

Any A child received in the home, unless adopted, may be
piaced by the department in foster care with any proper person
or family. The foster care arrangement shall provide for the
custody, care, education, maintenance, and earnings of the
child for a fixed time which shall not extend beyond the age
of majority, except that the time may extend beyond the
child's eighteenth birthday until the child is twenty-one
years of age if the child is regularly attending an approved
accredited school in pursuance of a course of study leading to
a high school diploma or its equivalent, or regularly
attending a course of vocational technical training either as
a part of a reqular school program or under special
arrangements adapted to the individual person's needs.

Sec. 12. Section 252D.1, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

1. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise .
requires, "support" or "support payments" means any amount
which the court may-require requires a person to pay for the
berefit of a child under a temporary order or a final judgment
or decree, and may include child support, maintenance, and, if
contained in a child support order, spousal support, and any
other term used to describe these obligations. These
obligations may include support for a child who is between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-two years and who is regularly

attending an approved acgredited school in pursuance of a

course Of study leading to a high school diploma or its
egquivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational
technical training either as a part of a regular school
program or under special arrangements adapted to the
individual person's needs, or is, in good faith, a full-time

student 1n a college, university, or area school, or has been

accepted for admission to a college, university, or area ' .
school and the next regular term has not yet begun; and may

_.7_
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include support for a child of any age who 1is dependent on the
parties to the dissolution proceedings because of physical or
mental disability.

Sec. 13. Section 260.27, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

260,27 STUDENT TEACHING.

Whenever If the conditions prescribed by the board of
educational examiners for issuance of any type or class of
certificate provide that the applicant shati-have-compteted
complete work in student teaching it ahati-be is lawful for
any an accredited college or university located within the
state of Iowa and states conterminous with Iowa and offering a
program or programs of teacher education approved by sard the
board of educational examiners of Iowa or states conterminous
with Iowa to enter into a written contract with any-approved

an accredited school district or private school, under such

terms and conditions as-may-be agreed upon by suech the
contracting parties. Students actually engaged teaching under
the terms of sueh the contract, shaii-be are entitled to the
same protection, under the-proviastons-ef section 613A.8, as is
afforded by sard the section to officers and employees of the
school district, during the time they are so assigned.

Sec. 14. Section 282.7, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1985, 1s amended to read as follows:

1. The board of directors of a school district by record
action may discontinue any or all of grades seven through
twelve and negotiate an agreement for attendance of the pupils
enrolled in those grades in the schools of one or more
contiguous school districts having appreved accredited school
systems. If the board designates more than one contiguous
district for attendance of its pupils, the board shall draw
bouncary lines within the school district for determining the
school districts of attendance of the pupils. The portion of
a district so designated shall be contiguous to the appreved

accredited school district designated for attendance. Only

-8~
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entire grades may be discontinued under this subsecticon and if .
a grade is discontinued, all higher grades in that district
shall also be discontinued. A schoel district that has
discontinued one or more grades under this subsection has
complied with the requirements of section 275.1 relating to
the maintenance of kindergarten and twelve grades. A pupil
who graduates from another school district under this
subsection shall receive a diploma from the receiving
district. Tuiticn shall be paid by the resident district as
provided in section 282,24, subsection 2. The agreement shall
provide for transportation and authority and liability of the
affected boards.

Sec. 15. Section 282,19, Code Supplement 1985, 1s amended
to read as follows:

282.19 CHILD LIVING IN FOSTER CARE FACILITY.

A child who is living in a licensed child foster care

located in a school district other than the school district 1in
which the child resided before receiving foster care may
enroll in and attend an approved accredited school in the
school district in which the child is living. If a child does
not require special education and was not c¢ounted in the basic

facility as defined in section 237.1 in this state which is I

enrollment of a school district for a budget year under
section 442.4, the tuition and transportation, when required
by law, shall be paid by the treasurer of state from funds in
the state treasury not otherwise appropriated, and upon
warrants drawn by the state comptroller upon requisition of
the commissioner of public instruction.

Sec. 16, Section 299.2, subsection 5, Code 1985, 1is
amended to read as follows:

5. Who is attending a private college preparatory school
approved accredited or probationally appreved accredited under

the-provrsions-of section 257.25, subsection 4 13.
Sec. 17, Section 558.1, subsection 2, Code 1985%, 1is
amended to read as follows: . J
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2. "Support" or "support payments" means any an amount
which the court may require either of the parties to pay under
a temporary order or a final judgment or decree, and may
inciude alimony, child support, maintenance, and any other
term used to describe sueh these obligations. Sueh The
obligations may include support for a child who is between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-two years who is regularly
attending an approved accredited school in pursuance of a
course of study leading to a high school diploma or its
equivalent, or regularly attending a course of wvocational
technical training either as a part of a reqular school
program or under special arrangements adapted to the
individual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time
student in a college, university, or area school; or has been
accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
schoel and the next regular term has not yet begun; or a child
of any age who is dependent on the parties to the dissolution
proceedings because of physical or mental disability.

Sec. 18. Section 633.376, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

633.376 ALLOWANCE TO CHILDREN WHO DO NOT RESIDE WITH
SURVIVING SPOUSE.

The court may also make an allowance to a child of the
decedent who is less than eighteen years of age or who 1s
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-two years who 1is
regularly attending an approved accredited school in pursuance
of a course of study leading to a high schocl diploma or its
equivalent, or reqularly attending a course of vocational
technical training either as a part of a regular school
program or under special arrangements adapted to the
individual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time
student in a college, university, or area school; or has been
accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
school and the next regular term has not yet begun; or a child

of any age who is dependent because of physical or mental

_lo..
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disability; who does not reside with the surviving spouse, of .
an amount it deems reascnable in the light of the assets and
condition of the estate, to provide for the child’s proper
support during the period of twelve months.
Sec. 19. Section 714.19, subsection 10, Code 1585, is
amended to read as follows:
i6. Private college preparatory schools appreved
accredited or probationally appreved accredited under the

provisions of section 257.25, subsection 13.
EXPLANATION

This bill creates an accreditation process for school
districts. All school districts must be accredited by 1989 or
be reorganized by the state board of education. Nonpublic
schools may seek accreditation. The accreditation is valid
for a three-year period. School districts first submit
evidence that they have met accreditation standards. The
state board appoints a five-member accreditation committee to
review the school district's report and to visit the district. .
The accreditation committee then reports its recommendation to
the commissioner of education. The commissioner makes a
recommendation to the state board and the state board makes a
determination.

If the state board decides a school district or nonpublic
school does not meet accreditation standards, a plan to
correct deficiencies is developed. The accreditation
committee then revisits the school district or school to
determine whether deficiencies have been corrected. The state
board may grant additional time or remove accreditation.

This process replaces the present process in which school
districts and nonpublic schools are placed on a list of
approved school districts and schools.

LSB 812258 71
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amend Senate File 2261 as follows:
1. Page 2, by striking lines 20 through 26 and

inserting the following: _
"10. The state board shall establish an

accreditation process for school districts pursuant to

this subsection and subsections 11 and 12. The '

accreditation process shall take effect for one-third

of the school districts during the school year

commencing July 1, 1989, an additional one-thircd

10 during the school year commencing July l: 1990, and

11 the remaining one-third during the school year

12 commencing July 1, 1991. Accreditation is valid for a

13 three-year period. The commissioner shall appoint a

14 committee of not more". .
15 2. Page 4, by striking lines 2 through 6 and

16 inserting the following: "the state board."

O W~ AU Wb

$-5370 Filed March 17, 1986
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Amend Senate File 2261 as follows:

l. Page 8, by inserting after line 22 the
following:

"Sec. . Section 279.10, subsection 4, Code
Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

4. The state board of public instructicn may grant
a request made by a board of directors of a school
district stating its desire to commence classes for
tegularly established elementary and secondary schools
10 before the first day of September. Such request shall
1 be based upon the determination that a starting date
12 on or after the first day of September would have a
13 significant negative educational impact or that other
14 circumstances unique to the school district are
15 present,

5-5388 riled angd ru}ed cut of order BY SMALL March 20, 1988
(5.7‘/——?)
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March 19,

STATE OF IOWA

. FISCAL NOTE 7o Staff ID. _TLJ_
SENATE FILE 2261

Mln compliance with a written request received March 6, 1986, a fiscal note for SENATE §
g

o FILE 2261 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Ruie 17. Data used in developing this
1= fiscal note are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to membars of the Legislature

upon request.

Senate Fiie 2261 replaces the process in which school districts and nonpublic schools are
approved with an accreditation process for school districts. Under the proposal, a school
district is mandated to submit evidence that they have met accreditation standards to the
state board of education. A five-member accreditation committee is appointed by the state
board to review the school district’s accreditation report, visit the school district and
meake a recommendation to the commiscioner of education. {f a school district does not mest
accreditation standards, a corrective plan 1s developed and reviewed by the commuttes.
One-third of the school districts and nonpublic schools are to be rewviewed for
accreditation each year. All school districts must be accrediled by 1985 or be reorganized

by the state board of education.

Assumptiog_s:

1. Currently, there ara eight to ten on-site visits to school districts conducted each
year by five regional consultants. In order to fulfil the requirements for the
accreditgtion process, one DPl statf member and five committee members would have to
approve one-third of all public school districts and nonpublic schools each year with an
on-site visit. This would require fifteen teams working 28 weeks to make 222 visits per
year.

2. Twenty re-visits to schoof districts would have to be conducted each year

3 In order to accomodate the increased on-site visits and re-visits, ten additional
full-time staff persons would be needed to supervisa and conduct site wvisits.

4. Start-up support costs in the first year of implementation would include forms for the
school district reports, training workshops, approximately 1,000 instructional manuals, and
ccmmittee and task force support.

5 Reimbursemant for travel expenses to committee members would ba at the standard state
reimbursement rate.

6. Per diem stipends would be paid to the committee members at a rate of §75 per person
per day for each of the three days for the on-site visits and for each of the two days for

the re-=visits.

7. There would be no increase in salaries and committes expenses from the fiscal year
beginning July 1. 1986.

Fiscal Effect:
(dollars in thousands)

FY. 1987 FYy. 1988
Current  Proposed Increase / Current Proposed Increase /
Law Law (Decrease) Law Law (Decreasa)
EXPENDITURES
Salanes $ 312 8 813 § 5C1 $ 312 % 813 § 501
m Support 35 282 247 35 91 56
S Cominittee
Expenses 0 501 501 0 501 53
TOTAL § 347 § 1596 § 124% § 347 § 1405 § 7.0%8 :
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BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 1S, 1986}
m— = - New Language by the Senate

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act to provide a procedure for the accreditation of school
districts and nonpublic schools.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 257.25, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

in-additton-to-the-responsibitrties-of-the-state-board-of
pubtie-instruction-and-the-commisstoner-of-pubite-instructron
under-other-provistons-of-the-€odey-the The state board of
public instruction shall, except as otherwise provided in this
section, establish standards for appreving accrediting all

public and nonpublic schools in Iowa offering instruction at
any or all levels from the prekindergarten level through grade
twelve. A nonpublic school which offers only a
prekindergarten program may, but shati is not be required to,
seek and obtain approvat accreditation under this chapter. A

list of approved schools shall be maintained by the department
of public instruction. The state board shall promuigate adopt
rules to require that a multicultural, nonsexist approach is
used by school districts. The educational program shall be
taught from a multicultural, nonsexist approach. The approvat
accreditation standards established by the state board shall

delineate and be based upon the educational program described

below:
Sec. 2. Section 257.25, subsection 2, Ccde Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

2, The kindergarten program shall inclucde experiences
designed to develop healthy emotional and social habits and
growth in the language arts and communication skills, as well
as a capacity for the completion of individual tasks, and
protection and development of physical being. A kindergarten
teacher shall hold a certificate certifying that the holder is
qualified to teach in kindergarten, An approved accredited

nonpublic school must meet the requirements of this subsection
only if the nonpublic school offers a kindergarten program.
Sec. 3. Section 257.25, subsection 8, paragraph b, Code
Supplement 1985, 1s amended to read as follows:
b. A gualified school guidance counselor who shaii-meet

meets the certification and approver accreditation standards

-1-
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prescribed by the department of public instruction. The
guidance counselor may be employed on a part-time or full-time
basis, or may devote only part time to counseling services,
accerding to the needs of the school and the availability of
guidance personnel, as determined by the local board. The
state board shall recommend standards based upon the number of
students in attendance and other appropriate factors. Other
members of the noninstructional professional staff, including
but not limited to physicians, dentists, nurses, school
psychologists, speech therapists and other specialists, may
also be employed or shared by one or more schools. The
guidance counselor shall meet the certification and apprevar
accreditation standards of the department of public

instruction and noninstructional staff members shall meet the
professional practice requirements ¢f this state relating to
their special services.

Sec. 4. Section 257.2%, subsections 10 through 12, Code
Supplement 1985, are amended by striking the subsecticns and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

tion

10. The siate board shall establish an accredita

process f£or school districts pursuant to this subsection and
oo T T T

[}
ubsections The accreditation process shall take
QA TR *:ﬂ__ RIS T SRR I

the schocl districts during the school
i

year commencing July 1, 1989, an additional cone-third during

the school year commencing July 1, 199(, and tte remaining
3 T

one-third during the school year commencing Julv 1, 1981.

Accreditation is valid for a

commissicner shall appoint a committee of not more than five

individuals one of whom is member ¢f a local school district
board of directors, three of whom possess certificates under
chapter 260 and are employed in a nonpublic school, school
district, merged area school, area education agency, or
institution of higher education, and one of whom is not a
board member or certificate holder, to serve as an

accreditation committee for a school district or nonpublic
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school. If the accreditation committee is for a nonpublic
school, the board member may be either a board member or
administrator of a nonpublic school. The members of each
accreditation committee shall be broadly representative of the
education profession and shall not have a direct interest in
the school district or nonpublic school.

Prior to a visit to the school district or nonpublic
school, the board of directors of the school district, or
authorities in charge of the nonpublic school, shall provide
the accreditation committee with written evidence that the
school district or nonpublic school has met accreditation
standards prescribed in this section and by rule. The
evidence shall be provided on forms prescribed by the
commissioner.

After visiting the school district or nonpublic school, the
accreditation committee shall determine whether the
accreditation standards have been met and shall make a report
to the commissioner, together with a recommendation whether
the school district or nonpublic school has met the
accreditation standards. The accreditation committee shall
report strengths and weaknesses, if any, for each standard. A
school district or nonpubli¢ school may respond to the
accreditation committee's report.

1l1. The commissioner shall review the accreditation
committee's report and the response of the school district or
nonpublic school, and provide a report and recommendation to
the state board along with the other reports that have been
filed. The state board shall determine whether the school
district or nonpublic school shall recelve accreditation. If
a district or a school is accredited, the accreditation must
be renewed every three years thereafter using the procedure
prescribed in this section. If the state board determines
that a school district or nonpublic school should not receive
accreditation, the commissioner, in cocperation with the board

of directors of the school district, ¢or authorities in chearge
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of the nonpublic school, shall establish a plan prescribing
the procedures that must be taken to correct deficiencies in

meeting the standards. The plan is subject to the approval of

the state board.
R T R YT

12. After the period of time specified in the plan for 1its
implementation by a school district or nonpublic school, the
accreditation committee shall revisit the school district or
nonpublic schoocl and shall determine whether the deficiencies
in the standards have been corrected and shall make a report
and recommendation to the commissioner and the state board.
The state board shall determine whether the deficiencies have
been corrected. If the deficiencies have not been corrected,
the state board may determine that the school district or
nonpublic school is not accredited or may grant additional
time for implementation of the plan., If the state board does
not grant accreditation, the state board shall merge the
territory of the school district with one or more contiguous
school districts. Division of assets and liabilities of the
school district shall be as provided in sections 275.29
through 275.31. Until the merger is completed, the school
district shall pay tuition for its resident students to an
accredited school district under section 282.24.

Sec. 5. Section 257.25, subsection 13, unnumbered
paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

Notwithstanding the-foregoing-previsions-of-this-section
subsections 1 through 12 and as an exception t¢ their

requirements, a private high school or private combined
junlior-senicr high school operated for the express purpose of
teaching a program designed to qualify its graduates for
matriculation at accredited four~year or equivalent liberal
arts, scientific, or technological colleges or universities
shall be placed on a special appreved list of accredited

college preparatory schools, which list shall signify approva:t
accreditation of the school for such-express that purpose

-4~
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only, provided that:

Sec. 6. Section 257.25, subsection 13, paragraph b,
unnumbered paragraph 2, Code Supplement 1985,

read as follows:

Amy A school claiming to be a private college preparatory
schoeol which fails in any year to comply with the reguirement
of paragraph "b" of this subsection shall be placed on the
special appreved list of accredited college preparatory
schools probationally if such the school complies with the
requirements of paragraph "a" of-this-subsection, but such
probational apprevat accreditation shall not continue for more

than four successive years.

Sec. 7. Section 257.25, subsection 14, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:
1l4. Notwithstanding the-feregoing-provisions-of-thts

section subsections 1 through

12 and as an exception to their

requirements, a nonpublic grade school which 1s reopening
shati-be-approved may be accredited even if it does not have a

complete grade one through grade six program;-provided-that,.
However, the nonpublic grade school compites must comply with
att other minimum standards established by law and
administrative rules adopted pursuant to the law and that the
naonpublic grade school shows must show progress toward
reaching a grade one through grade six program,

Sec. 8. Section 257.45, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

€ommeneing-duiy-17-19855-the The state board shall review
the standards contained in section 257.25,
current literature relating to effective schools and learning
environments, and shall consult with representatives from the

higher education institutions,

board members, schecol administrators,

students, members of business,

governmental agencies, associations interested in education,

area education agencies, school

industry, and labor, other

and representatives ¢f communities of various sizes tc develop

_.5_.

is amended to

shall review

teachers, parents,
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standards for appreved accredited schoolis and school districts

that encompass, but are not limited to the following general
areas:
Sec. 9. Section 257.45, unnumbered paragraphs 2 through 6,
Code Supplement 1985, are amended to read as follows:
Notwithstanding the standards included in section 257.25,
not later than July 1, 1987, the state board shall adopt new
standards for appreved accredited schools. The standards

shall be adopted under chapter 17A and shall require that
schools and school districts meet the standards adopted by the
state board not later than July 1, 1989.

Following adoption of the standards, the department of
public instruction shall assist schools and school districts
to comply with the standards.

The state board, in consultation with the boards of
directors and the administration of the school districts,
shall determine not later than July 1, 1389, on the basis of
evidence submitted by the school districts, which school
districts meet the approvat accreditation standards adopted by

the state board.

Thereafter the state board shall require that once every
three years schools and school districts submit evidence that
they meet the approvat accreditation standards. ©One third of

the schools and school districts shall be reviewed each year.
Section 257.25, subseetion-1i2;-appiies subsections 10, 11,

and 12, apply to schools and school districts not meeting the

appreval accreditation standards.

Sec. 10. Section 234.1, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code
1985, is amended to read as follows:
a. Is in full-time attendance at an approved accredited

school pursuing a course of study leading to a high school
diploma.

Sec. 11. Section 244.10, Code 1985, is amended to read as
folliows:

244.10 PLACING CHILD UNDER CONTRACT.

-6~
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Any A child received in the home, unless adopted, may be
placed by the department in foster care with any proper person
or family., The foster care arrangement shall provide for the
custody, care, education, maintenance, and earnings of the
child for a fixed time which shall not extend beyond the age
of majority, except that the time may extend beyond the
child's eighteenth birthday until the child is twenty-one
years of age if the child is reqularly attending an approved
accredited school in pursuance of a course of study leading to
a high school diploma or its equivalent, or regularly
attending a course of vocational technical training either as
a part of a regular school program or under special
arrangements adapted to the individual person's needs.

Sec. 12, Section 252D.1, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

1. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
requires, "support" or "support payments" means any amount
which the court may-require requires a person to pay for the
benefit of a child under a temporary order or a final judgment
or decree, and may include child support, maintenance, and, if
contained in a child support order, spousal support, and any
other term used to describe these obligations. These
obligations may include support for a child who is between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-two years and who is regularly
attending an appreoved accredited school in pursuance of a
course of study leading to a high schoecl diploma or its
equivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational
technical training either as a part of a regular school
program or under special arrangements adapted to the
individual person's needs, or is, in good faith, a full-time
student 1in a college, university, or area school, or has been
accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
school and the next regular term has not yet begun; and may
include support for a child of any age who is dependent on the

parties to the dissclution proceedings because of physical or
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mental disability.

Sec. 13. Section 260.27, Code 1985, is amended to read zas
follows:

260.27 STUDENT TEACHING.

Whenever If the conditions prescribed by the board of
educational examiners for issuance of any type or class of
certificate provide that the applicant shaii-have-coempieted
complete work in student teaching it shati-be is lawful for
any an accredited college or university located within the
state of Iowa and states conterminous with Iowa and offering a
program or programs of teacher education approved by said the
board of educational examiners of Towa or states conterminous
with Iowa to enter into a written contract with any-appreved
an accredited school district or private school, under sueh

terms and conditions as-may-be agreed upon by sueh the
contracting parties. Students actually engaged teaching under
the terms of sueh the contract, shaiti-be are entitled to the
same protection, under the-previsiona-of section 613A.8, as is
afforded by sa:id the section to officers and employees of the
school district, during the time they are so assigned.

Sec. 14, Section 282.7, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

1. The board of directors of a school district by record
action may discontinue any or all of grades seven through
twelve and negotiate an agreement for attendance of the pupils
enrolled in those grades in the schools of one or more
contiguous school districts having appreved accredited school

systems. If the board designates more than one contiguous
district for attendance of its pupils, the board shall draw
boundary lines within the school district for determining the
school districts of attendance of the pupils. The portion of
a district so designated shall be contiguous to the approved
accredited school district designated for attendance. Only
entire grades may be discontinued under this subsection and if
a grade is discontinued, all higher grades in that district

_8_
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shall also be discontinued. A school district that has
discontinued one or more grades under this subsection has
complied with the requirements of section 275.1 relating to
the maintenance of kindergarten and twelve grades. A pupil
who graduates from another school district under this
subsection shall receive a diploma from the receiving
district. Tuition shall be paid by the resident district as
provided in section 282.24, subsection 2. The agreement shall
provide for transportation and authority and liability of the
affected boards.

Sec. 15. Section 282.19, Code Supplement 1985, is amended
to read as follows:

282.19 CHILD LIVING IN FOSTER CARE FACILITY.

A child who is living in a licensed child foster care
facility as defined in section 237.1 1n this state which is
located in a school district other than the school district in
which the child resided before receiving foster care may
enroll in and attend an appreved accredited school in the

school distriet in which the child is living. If a child does
not require special education and was not counted in the basic
enrollment of a school district for a budget year under
section 442.4, the tuition and transportation, when required
by law, shall be paid by the treasurer of state from funds in
the state treasury not otherwise appropriated, and upoh
warrants drawn by the state comptroller upon requisition of
the commissioner of public instruction,

Sec. 16, Section 299.2, subsection 5, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:

5. Who is attending a private college preparatory school
appreved accredited or probationally approved accredited under

the-provistons-of section 257.25, subsection 14 13.

Sec. 17. Section 598.1, subsection 2, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:

2. "Support” or "support payments" means any an amount
which the court may require either of the parties to pay under

-g-
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a temporary order or a final judgment or decree, and may
include alimony, child support, maintenance, and any other
term used to describe sueh these obligations. Sueh The
obligations may include support for a child who is between the

attending an appreved accredited school in pursuance of a
course of study leading to a high school diploma or its
equivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational

1

2

3

4

5 ages of eighteen and twenty-two years who is regularly
6

7

8

9

technical training either as a part of a regular school
10 program or under special arrangements adapted to the
11 individual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time
12 student in a college, university, or area school; or has been
13 accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
14 school and the next regular term has not yet begun:; or a child
15 of any age who is dependent on the parties to the dissolution
16 proceedings because of physical or mental disability.
17 Sec. 18. Section 633.376, Code 1985, is amended to read as
18 follows:
19 633.376 ALLOWANCE TO CHILDREN WHO DO NOT RESIDE WITH
20 SURVIVING SPOUSE.
21 The court may also make an allowance to a child of the
22 decedent who is less than eighteen years of age or who is
23 between the ages of eighteen and twenty-two years who 1is
24 regularly attending an approved accredited school in pursuance
25 of a course of study leading to a high school diploma or its
26 equivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational
27 technical training either as a part of a regular school
28 program or under special arrangements adapted to the
29 individual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time
30 student in a college, university, or area school; or has been

31 accepted for admission to a college, university, or area

32 schoeol and the next regular term has not yet begun; or a child
33 of any age who is dependent because of physical or mental

34 disability; who does not reside with the surviving spouse, of
an amount it deems reasonable in the light of the assets and
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condition of the estate, to provide for the child's proper
support during the period of twelve months.

Sec. 19. Section 714.19, subsection 10, Code 1985, 1s
amended to read as follows:

10. Private college preparatory schools approved
accredited or probationally approved accredited under the

provisions of section 257.25, subsection 13.

SF 2261
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Section 1. Section 257.25, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code .
Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:
in-addition—to-the-responsibitities-of-the-state-board-of
pubiic-inseruction-and-the-commissioner-of-pubite-instruction
under-other-provisions-of-the-Coedey-the The state board of
public instruction shall, except as otherwise provided in this
section, establish standards for approving accrediting all
public and nonpublic schools in Iowa offering instruction at
any or all levels from the prekindergarten level through grade
twelve. A nonpublic school which offers only a
prekindergarten program may, but shai® is not be required to,
seek and obtain appreva: accreditation under this chapter. A
list of approved schools shall be maintained by the department
of public instruction. The state board shall promuigate adopt
rules to require that a multicultural, nonsexist approach is
used by school districts. The educational program shall be
taught from a multicultural, nonsexist approach. The epprevai
accreditation standards established by the state board shall .
delineate and be based upon the educational program described
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Sec. 2. Section 257.25, subsection 2, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

2. The kindergarten program shall include experiences
designed to develop healthy emotional and social habits and
growth in the language arts and communication skills, as well
as a capacity for the completion of individual tasks, and
protection and development of physical being. A kindergarten -
teacher shall hold a certificate certifying that the holder is
‘qualified to teach in kindergarten. An epproved accredited
nonpublic school must meet the requirements of this subsection
only if the nonpublic school offers a kindergarten program.

Sec. 3. Section 257.2S5, subsection 9, paragraph b, Code
Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

b. A qualified school guidance counselor who shail-meet
meets the certification and appreva: accreditation standards ‘
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prescribed by the department of public instruction. The
guidance counselor may be employed on a part-time or full-time
basis, or may devote only part time to counseling services,
according to the needs of ‘the school and the availability of
guidance personnel, as determined by the local board. The
state board shall recommend standards based upon the number of
students in attendance and other appropriate factors. Other
menbers of the noninstructional professional staff, including
but not limited to physieians, dentists, nurses, school
psychologists, speech therapists and other specialists, may
also be employed or shared by one or more schools., The
guidance counselor shall meet the certification and appreovai
accreditation standards of the department of public
instruction and noninstructional staff members shall meet the
professional practice requirements of this state relating to

their special services.

Sec. 4. Section 257.25, subgections 10 through 12, Code
Supblement 1985, are amended by striking the subsections and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

10. By July 1, 1989, each school district shall possess
accreditation under this subsection and subsections 11 and 12,
Thereafter, the state board shall require that once every
three years school districts and nonpublic schools meet
accreditation standards. One-third of the school districts
and nonpublic¢ schools shall meet accreditation standards each
year. The commissioner shall appoint a committee of not more
than five individuals one of whom is a member of a local
school district board of directors, three of whom possess
certificates under chapter 260 and are employed in a nonpublic
school, school district, merged area school, area education
agency, or institution of higher education, and one of whom is
not a board member or certificate holder, to serve as an
accreditation committee for a school district or nonpublic

'school. If the accreditation committee is for a nonpublic

school, the board member may be either a board member or

-—2-
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administrator of a nonpublic school. The members of each
accreditation committee shall be broadly representative of the
education profession and shall not have a direct interest in
the school district or nonhpublic school. .

Prior to a visit to the school district or nonpublic
school, the board of directors of the school district, or
authorities in charge of the nonpublic school, shall provide
the accreditation committee with written evidence that the
school district or nonpublic school has met accreditation
standards prescribed in this section and by rule. The
evidence shall be provided on forms prescribed by the
commissicner.

After visiting the school district or nonpublic school, the
accreditation committee shall determine whether the
accreditation standards have been met and shall make a report
to the commissioner, together with a recommendation whether
the school district or nonpublic school has met the
accreditation standards. The accreditation committee shall
report strengths and weaknesses, if any, for each standard. A
school district or nonpublic school may respond to the
accreditation committee's report.

l1l. The commissioner shall review the accreditation
committee's report and the response of the school district or
nonpublic school, and provide a report and -recommendation to
the state board along with the other reports that have been
filed. The state board shall determine whether the school
district or nonpublic schocol shall receive accreditation. If
a district or a school is accredited, the accreditation must
be renewed every three years thereafter using the procedure
prescribed in this section. If the state board determines
that a school district or nonpublic school should not receive
accreditation, the commissioner, in cooperation with the board
of directors of the school district, or authorities in charge
of the nonpublic school, shall establish a plan prescribing
the procedures that must be taken to correct deficiencies in

-3-
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meeting the standards. The plan is subject to the approval of
the state board. Por school districts, notice of the
deficiencies and the contents of the plan shall be published
by the board of directors of a school district in a newspaper
of general circulation in the school district within fifteen
days after the receipt of the plan.

12. After the period of time specified in the plan for its
implementation by a school district or nonpublic school, the
accreditation committee shall revisit the school district or
nonpublic school and shall determine whether the deficiencies
in the standards have been corrected and shall make a report
and recommendation to the commigsioner and the state board.
The state board shall determine whether the deficiencies have
been corrected. 1If the deficiencies have not been corrected,
the state board may determine that the school district or
nonpublic school is not accredited or may grant additional
time for implementation of the plan. 1If the state board does
not grant accreditation, the state board shall merge the
territory of the school district with one or more contiguous
school districts. Division of assets and liabilities of the
school district shall be as provided in sections 275.29
through 275.31. Until the merger is completed, the school
district shall pay tuition for its resident students to an |
accredited school district under section 282.24. ‘

Sec. 5. Section 257.25, subsection 13, unnumbered
paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

Notwithstanding the-foregeing-provisions-of-this-section
subsections 1 through 12 and as an exception to their
requirements, a private high school or private combined
junior-senior high school operated for the express purpose of
teaching a program designed to qualify its graduates for
matriculation at accredited four-year or equivalent liberal
arts, scientific, or technological colleges or universities
shall be placed on a special eppreved list of accredited
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college preparatory schools, which list shall signify apprevai
accreditation of the school for such-express that purpose

only, provided that:

Sec. 6. Section 257.25, subsection 13, paragraph b,
unnumbered paragraph 2, Code Supplement 1985, is amended to
read as follows:

Any A school claiming to be a private college preparatory
school which fails in any year to comply with the requirement
of paragraph "b" of this subsection shall be placed on the
special appreved list of accredited college preparatory

schools probationally if sueh the school complies with the
requirements of paragraph "a" of-this-subsectien, but such
probational espprevat accreditation shall not continue for more

than four successive years.

Sec. 7. Section 257.25, subsection 14, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

14. Notwithstanding the-feregoing-provisiens-of-thzs
sectieon subsections 1 through 12 and as an exception to their
requirements, a nonpublic grade school which is reopening
shati-be-approved may be accredited even if it does not have a
complete grade one through grade gsix programy-provided-that,
However, the nonpublic grade school eempiies must comply with

ait other minimum standards established by law and
administrative rules adopted pursuant to the law and that the
nonpublic grade sch601 shows must show progress toward
reaching a grade one through grade six program.

Sec. 8. Section 257.45, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows:

€ommencing-duty-2y-39857;-the The state board shall review
the standards contained in section 257.25, shall review
current literature relating to effective schools and learning
environments, and shall consult with representatives from the
higher education institutions, area education agencies, school
board members, school administrators, teachers, parents,
students, members of business, industry, and labor, other

e o
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governmental agencies, associations interested in education,
and representatives of communities of various sizes to develop
standards for approved accredited schools and school districts
that encompass, but are not limited to the following general

areas:
Sec. 9. Section 257.45, unnumbered paragraphs 2 through 6,
Code Supplement 1985, are amended to read as follows:
Notwithstanding the standards included in section 257.25,
not later than July 1, 1987, the state board shall adopt new
standards for appreved accredited schools. The standards
shall be adopted under chapter 17A and shall require that
schools and school districts meet the standards adopted by the
state board not later than July 1, 1989,
Following adoption of the standards, the department of
public instruction shall assist schools and school districts
to comply with the standards.
The state board, in consultation with the boards of
directors and the administration of the school districts,
shall determine not later than July 1, 1989, on the basis of
evidence submitted by the school districts, which school
districts meet the approval accreditation standards adopted by
the state board.
Thereafter the state board shall require that once every
three years'schools and school districts submit evidence that
they meet the approva: accreditation standards. One third of
the schools and school districts shall be reviewed each year.
Section 257.25, subsectieon-i2;-appites subsections 10, 11, |
and 12, apply to schools and school districts not meeting the |

appreval accreditation standards.
Sec. 10. Section 234.1, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code

1985, is amended to read as follows:

a. Is in full-time attendance at an approved accredited
school pursuing a course of study leading to a high school
diploma. ,

Sec. 11, Section 244,10, Code 1985, is amended to read as

-6-
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follows:

244.10 PLACING CHILD UNDER CONTRACT.

Any A child received in the home, unless adopted, may be
placed by the department in foster care with any proper person
or family. The foster care arrangement shall provide for the
custody, care, education, maintenance, and earnings of the
child for a fixed time which shall not extend beyond the age
of majority, except that the time may extend beyond the
child's eighteenth birthday until the child is twenty-cone
years of age if the child is regularly attending an approved
accredited school in pursuance of a course of study leading to
a high school diploma or its equivalent, or regqularly
attending a course of vocational technical training either as
a part of a regular school program or under special

arrangements édapted to the individual person‘’s needs.

Sec. 12. Section 252D.1, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

1. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
requires, "support” or "support payments" means any amount
which the court may-require requires a person to pay for the
benefit of a child under a temporary order or a final judgment
or decree, and may include child support, maintenance, and, if

‘contained in a child support order, spousal support, and any

other term used to describe these obligations. These
obligations may include support for a child who is between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-two years and who is reqularly
attending an approved accredited school in pursuance of a
course of study leading.to a high scheol diploma or its
equivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational
technical training either as a part of a regular school

program or under special arrangements adapted to the

individual person's needs, or is, in good faith, a full-time
student in a college, university, or area school, or has been
accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
school and the next regular term has not yet begun; and may
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include support for a child of any age who is dependent on the
parties to the dissolution proceedings because of physical or
mental disability.

Sec. 13. Section 260.27, Code 1985, is amended to réad as
follows: '

260.27 STUDENT TEACHING.

Whenever If the conditions prescribed by the board of
educational examiners for issuance of any type or class of
certificate provide that the applicant shaii-have-cempieted
complete work in student teaching it shaii-be is lawful for
any an accredited college or university located within the
state of Iowa and states conterminous with Iowa and offering a
program or programs of teacher education approved by said the
board of educational examiners of Iowa or states conterminous
with Iowa to enter into a written contract with any-approved
an accredited school district or private school, under such
terms and conditions as-may-be agreed upon by sueh the
contracting parties. Students actually engaged teaching under
the terms of sueh the contract, shaii-be are entitled to the
same protection, under the-previsiens-of section 613A.8, as is
afforded by sa:d the section to officers and employees of the
school district, during the time they are so assigned.

Sec. 14. Section 282.7, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1985, is amended to read as follows:

1. The board of directors of a school district by record
action may discontinue any or all of grades seven through
twelve and negotiate an agreement for attendance of the pupils
enrolled in those grades in the schools of one or more
contiguous school districts having appreved accredited school
systems, If the board designates more than one contiguous
district for attendance of its pupils, the board shall draw
boundary lines within the school district for determining the
school districts of attendance of the pupils. The portion of
a district so designated shall be contiguous to the approved
accredited school district designated for attendance. Only
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entire grades may be discontinued under this subsection and if
a grade is discontinued, all higher grades in that district
shall also be discontinued. A school district that has
discontinued one or more grades under this subsection has
complied with the requirements of section 275.1 relating to
the maintenance of kindergarten and twelve grades. A pupil
who graduates from another school district under this
subsection shall receive a diploma from the receiving
district. Tuition shall be paid by the resident district as
provided in section 282.24, subsection 2. The agreement shall
provide for transportation and authority and liability of the
affected boards.

Sec. 15. Section 282.19, Code Supplement 1985, is amended
to read as follows:

282.19 CHILD LIVING IN FOSTER CARE FACILITY.

A child who is living in a licensed child foster care
facility as defined in section 237.1 in this state which is
located in a school district other than the school district in
which the child resided before receiving foster care may
enroll in and attend an approved accredited school in the
school distriet in which the child is living. If a child does
not require special education and was not counted in the basic

enrollment of a school district for a budget year under
section 442.4, the tuition and transportation, when required
by law, shall be paid by the treasurer of state from funds in
the state treasury not otherwise appropriated, and upon
warrants drawn by the state comptroller upon requisition of
the commissioner of public instruction. |

Seé. 16. Section 299.2, subsection 5, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:

5. Who is attending a private college preparatory school
epproved accredited or probationally appreved accredited under
the-provisions—of section 257.25, subsection 34 13.

Sec. 17. Section 598.1, subsection 2, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:
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2. "Support" or "support payments"” means any an amount
which the court may require either of the parties to pay under
a temporary order or a final judgment or decree, and may
include alimony, child support, maintenance, and any other
term used to describe smeh these obligations. Seech The
obligations may include support for a child who is between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-two years who is regularly
attending an appreved accredited school in pursuance of a
course of study leading to a high schocl diploma or its
equivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational
technical training either as a part of a regular school
program or under special arrangements adapted to the
individual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time
student in a college, university, or area school; or has been
accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
school and the next regular term has not yet begun; or a chilq
of any age who is dependent on the parties to the dissolution
proceedings because of physical or mental disability.

Sec. 18, Section 633,376, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

633.376 ALLOWANCE TO CHILDREN WHO DO NOT RESIDE WITE
SURVIVING SPOUSE.

The court may also make an allowance to a child of the
decedent who is less than eighteen years of age or who is
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-two years who is
regularly attending an approved accredited school in pursuance
of a course of study leading to a high school diploma or its
equivalent, or regularly attending a course of vocational
technical training either as a part of a regular school
proérah or under special arrangements adapted to the
individual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time
student in a college, university, or area school; or has been
accepted for admission to a college, university, or area
school and the next regular term has not yet begun; or a child
of any age who is dependent because of physical or mental
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disability; who does not reside with the surviving spouse, of
an amount it deems reasonable in the light of the assets and
condition of the estate, to provide for the child's proper
support during the periodsof twelve months.

Sec. 19. Section 714.19, subsection 10, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:

10. Private college preparatory schools appreved
accredited or probationally appreved accredited under the

provisions of section 257.25, subsection 13.
EXPLANATION

This bill creates an accreditation process for school
districts. All school districts must be accredited by 1989 or
be reorganized by the state board of education. Nonpublic
schools may seek accreditation. The accreditation is valid
for a three-year period. School districts first submit
evidence that they have met accreditation standards. The
gtate board appoints a five-member accreditation committee to
review the school district's report and to visit the district.
The accreditation committee then reports its recommendation to
the commigsioner of education. The commissioner makes a
recommendation to the state board and the state board makes a
determination.

If the state board decides a school district or nonpublic
schoocl does not meet accreditation standards, a plan to
correct deficiencies is developed. The accreditation
committee then revisits the school district or school to
determine whether deficiencies have been corrected. The state
board may.grant additional time or remove accreditation.

This process replaces the presenﬁ process in which school
districts and nonpublic schools are placed on a list of
approved school distriets and schools.
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