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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to drainage improvements by counties and 

providing for assessing the benefits of the improvements, 

issuing bonds, and imposing rates for its use, benefit, 

and connection. 

BE IT ENACTEO BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPB-16191 IZ/72 



--·g ··~ _?. H.Y. 
-----~--

1 Section 1. Chapter 331, division IV, Code 1985, is amended 

2 by adding the following new sections as a separate part: 

3 NEW SECTION. 331.485 DEFINITIONS. 

4 As used in this part, unless the context otherwise 

5 requires: 

6 1. "Drainage improvement" includes the construction, 

7 improvement, or repair of the principal structures, works, 

8 component parts and accessories of a storm sewer, drainage 

9 conduit, channel, or levee for the collection, detention, or 

10 discharge of drainage or surface waters. 

11 2. "Urban drainage district" or "district" means a 

12 district defined by a county and one or more cities within the 

13 county pursuant to an agreement entered into by the county and 

14 cities in accordance with chapter 28E and this part with 

15 respect to drainage improvements which the county and cities 

16 determine benefit the property located in the cities and the 

17 designated unincorporated area of the county. 

18 3. "Cost" means the same as defined in section 384.37, 

19 subsection 6. 

20 NEW SECTION. 331.486 ASSESSMENT OF COSTS OF DRAINAGE 

21 IMPROVEMENTS. 

22 A county may assess to property within an urban drainage 

23 district the cost of a drainage improvement within the county 

24 and drainage facilities extending outside the county. A 

25 county is empowered to proceed and construct and to assess the 

26 cost of a drainage improvement within a district in the same 

27 manner as a city may proceed under division IV of chapter 384 

28 and the provisions of division IV of chapter 384 apply to 

29 counties with respect to drainage improvements, the assessment 

30 of their costs and the issuance of bonds for the improvements. 

31 A county may contract for a drainage improvement within a 

32 district under this part pursuant to part 3 of division III of 

33 chapter 331. 

34 NEW SECTION. 331.487 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONDS. 

35 A county may issue special assessment bonds in anticipation 
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1 of the c~l:Pctior1 of ~9ecial assess~ents tor the cost of 

t 2 drainage imprcveme:1t~ within a district in the same manner as 

3 provided for cities under division IV of chapter 384. 

~ 

4 NEW SECTION. 331.488 CHAPTER 28E AGREEMENT. 

5 An agreement entered into between a city and a county in 

6 accordance with chapter 28E with respect to a drainage 

7 improvement may include among others the following provisions: 

8 1. The sharing of the total cost of the drainage 

9 improvement between the city and the county. 

10 2. The amount of total assessments against private 

11 property within the city and within the unincorporated area of 

12 the county included within the district. 

13 3. The method of specially assessing and determining 

14 benefits. 
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4. The amount of funds, if any, to be contributed by the 

city and county to the project other than special assessments. 

5. Th~ rates to be established and imposed upon property 

within the 4raiq~ge district to pay the expenses of operation 

and maintenance of the drainage improvements. 

6. The reduction of the county's debt service tax levy 

rate against property within a city which is a party to the 

joint agreement. 

NEW SECTION. 331.489 RATES AND CHARGES FOR SERVICES AND 

CONNECTION~ 

If a county qnd city have entered into an agreement 

pursuant to chapter 28E to create an urban drainage district, 

the county or city or both may, to the extent and in the 

manner provided in the agreement, establish, impose, adjust, 

and provide for the collection of rates to produce gross 

revenues at teast sufficient to pay the expenses of operation 

and maintenance of a drainage improvement against property 

within the district and establish, impose, adjust, and provide 

for the collection of charges for connection to a drainage 

improvement. Rates and charges must be established by 

ordinance of the governing body of the county or city imposing 
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1 the rates or charges. Rates or charges for the services of 
2 and connection to the drainage improvement if not paid as 

3 provided by the ordinance of the governing body, are a lien 

4 upon the premises served or benefited by that improvement and 

5 may be certified to the county auditor and collected in the 
6 same manner as other taxes. 

7 NEW SECTION. 331.490 CITIES SUBJECT TO DEBT SERVICE TAX 
8 LEVY -- RATES. 

9 If a county and city have entered into a joint agreement 

10 pursuant to chapter 28E to create a district and issue county 

11 general obligation bonds to fund the costs of a drainage 

12 improvement in that district, the county's debt service tax 

13 levy for the county general obligation bond shall not be 

14 levied against property located in any city except a city 
15 which has entered into the joint agreement. 

16 The county and the cities entering into the joint agreement 

17 may provide in the joint agreement for a different rate of the 
18 county's debt service tax levy against property in 

19 unincorporated areas of the county and property within those 
20 cities. 

21 NEW SECTION. 331.491 AUTHORITY. 

22 The authority of a city or county under this part with 

23 respect to districts and the financing of drainage 

24 improvements is in addition to any other authority of a city 

25 or county to contract, and levy special assessments and issue 
26 bonds to fund the costs. 
27 EXPLANATION 

28 The bill provides for a county to levy a special assessment 

29 on property within an urban drainage district for the cost of 

30 drainage improvements and to issue special assessment bonds, 

31 in anticipation of the collection of the special assessment, 

32 to pay the cost of the improvement. An urban drainage 

33 district would be formed as a result of a joint agreement 

34 under chapter 28E between the county and cities within the 

35 county. The bill also provides that the urban drainage 
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' district may fund the costs of the drainage improvements 

through issuance of county general obligation bonds. These 

bonds would be repaid from a debt service tax levy on all 

property within those cities that are parties to the agreement 

and the unincorporated areas of the county. 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to drainage improvements by counties and 

2 providing for assessing the benefits of the improvements, 

3 issuing bonds, and imposing rates for its use, benefit, 

4 and connection. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Chapter 331, division IV, Code 1985, is amended 
2 by adding the following new sections as a separate part: 
3 NEW SECTION. 331.485 DEFINITIONS. 
4 As used in this part, unless the context otherwise 
5 requires: 
6 1. "Drainage improvement" includes the construction, 

7 improvement, or repair of the principal structures, works, 
8 component parts and accessories of a storm sewer, drainage 

9 conduit, channel, or levee for the collection, detention, or 
10 discharge of drainage or surface waters. 
11 2. "Urban drainage district" or "district" means a 
12 district defined by a county and one or more cities within the 
13 county pursuant to an agreement entered into by the county and 
14 cities in accordance with chapter 28E and this part with 

15 respect_to drainage improvements which the county and cities 
16 determine benefit the property located in the cities and the 

17 designated unincorporated area of the county. 
18 3. "Cost" means the same as defined in section 384.37, 
19 subsection 6. 
20 NEW SECTION. 331.486 ASSESSMENT OF COSTS OF DRAINAGE 
21 IMPROVEMENTS. 
22 A county may assess to property within an urban drainage 
23 district the cost of a drainage improvement within the county 
24 and drainage facilities extending outside the county. A 
25 county is empowered to proceed and construct and to assess the 
26 cost of a drainage improvement within a district in the same 

27 manner as a city may proceed under division IV of chapter 384 
28 and the provisions of division IV of chapter 384 apply to 
29 counties with respect to drainage improvements, the assessment 
30 of their costs and the issuance of bonds for the improvements. 
31 A county may contract for a drainage improvement within a 
32 district under this part pursuant to part 3 of division III of 
33 chapter 331. 
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34 NEW SECTION. 331.487 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONOS. • 
35 A county may issue special assessment bonds in anticipation 
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1 of the collection of special assessments for the cqst of 

2 drainage improvements within a district in the same manner as 

3 provided for cities under division IV of chapter 384. 

4 NEW SECTION. 331.488 CHAPTER 28E AGREEMENT. 

5 An agreement entered into between a city and a county in 

6 accordance with chapter 28E with respect to a drainage 

7 improvement may include among others the following provisions: 

8 1. The sharing of the total cost of the drainage 

9 improvement between the city and the county. 

10 2. The amount of total assessments against private 

11 property within the city and within the unincorporated area of 

12 the county included within the district. 

13 3. The method of specially assessing and determining 

14 benefits. 

15 4. The amount of funds, if any, to be contributed by the 

16 city and county to the project other than special assessments. 

17 5. The rates to be established and imposed upon property 

18 within the drainage district to pay the expenses of operation 

19 and maintenance of the drainage improvements. 

20 6. The reduction of the county's debt service tax levy 

21 rate against property within a city which is a party to the 

22 joint agreement. 

23 NEW SECTION. 331.489 RATES AND CHARGES FOR SERVICES AND 

24 CONNECTION. 

25 If a county and city have entered into an agreement 

26 pursuant to chapter 28E to create an urban drainage district, 

27 the county or city or both may, to the extent and in the 

28 manner provided in the agreement, establish, impose, adjust, 

29 and provide for the collection of rates to produce gross 

30 revenues at least sufficient to pay the expenses of operation 

31 and maintenance of a drainage improvement against property 

32 within the district and establish, impose, adjust, and provide 

33 for the collection of charges for connection to a drainage 

34 improvement. Rates and charges must be established by 

35 ordinance of the governing body of the county or city imposing 
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1 the rates or charges. 
2 and connection to the 

Rates or charges for the se~vices of 
drainage improvement if not paid as 

3 provided by the ordinance of the governing body, are a lien 
4 upon the premises served or benefited by that improvement and 

5 may be certified to the county auditor and collected in the 
6 same manner as other taxes. 

7 NEW SECTION. 331.490 CITIES SUBJECT TO DEBT SERVICE TAX 

8 LEVY -- RATES. 

9 If a county and city have entered into a joint agreement 
10 pursuant to chapter 28E to create a district and issue county 
11 general obligation bonds to fund the costs of a drainage 
12 improvement in that district, the county's debt service tax 

13 levy for the county general obligation bond shall not be 
14 levied against property located in any city except a city 
15 which has entered into the joint agreement. 
16 The county and the cities entering into the joint agreement 

• 

17 may provide in the joint agreement for a different rate of the •. 
18 county's debt service tax levy against property in 
19 unincorporated areas of the county and property within those 
20 cities. 

21 NEW SECTION. 331.491 AUTHORITY. 

22 The authority of a city or county under this part with 
23 respect to districts and the financing of drainage 
24 improvements is in addition to any other authority of a city 
25 or county to contract, and levy special assessments and issue 
26 bonds to fund the costs. 
27 EXPLANATION 

28 The bill provides for a county to levy a special assessment 
29 on property within an urban drainage district for the cost of 
30 drainage improvements and to issue special assessment bonds, 
31 in anticipation of the collection of the special assessment, 
32 to pay the cost of the improvement. An urban drainage 
33 district would be formed as a result of a joint agreement 
34 under chapter 28E between the county and cities within the • 
35 county. The bill also provides that the urban drainage 
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1 district may fund the costs of the drainage improvements 
2 through issuance of county general obligation bonds. These 

3 bonds would be repaid from a debt service tax levy on all 
4 property within those cities that are parties to the agreement 

5 and the unincorporated areas of the county. 
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SENAtE flU: Sfi8 

AN AC'T 

RF.LA:TING 'TO DRAIN,\GE IMPROVFMENTS B'i CO~NTIF.S AND P:WVID:~G FOR 

-~SS£SS I NG 'l'HE BENE? ITS Of THF. IMPROV!::-IF.NTS, I SSU l ~G eONJS, 

Ago rHPOS!NG RATES lOR ITS USE, Rf-NF.FIT, AND CO~NEC1'ION. 

BE IT F-NAC'l'ED B'i 'l'HE GF.N~RAL Fo.SS::r-tBLY Of TilE STATE OF IO.,l,\: 

Section 1. Chapter J31, division IV, Code l98S, is arr.ended 

by addlng the following new sections as a separate part: 

~_E:~_.s_~.f-.r~~· 331.-1S5 OHl:-li'T:ONS. 

As used in this pact, unless tt\e conte"t otherw~se 
requires: 

l. ''Drainaqe i<nprovement" includes the construct ion, 
inpcovement, or repair oE the principal structures, ·•orks, 

com~;=onent parts and ac.:essocies of a stor.-n sc:-wer, dr-aina9e 
conduit, channel, or levee for the collection. detention, or 

discharqe of drainaqe or surface ... at~rs. 
2. ''Urban drainaqe distr~ct'' or ~district'' neans a 

district deeined by a county and one or more ctti~s ~ithio the 
county pursuant to an agreement ent~red into by the county and 

cities in accordance with chapter 28E and this pact with 
res,)ect to drainaqe l.mprover:.ents which the county .1nd cities 

Jetecmlne benefit the property loc..Jted in the cit.i€'s and th~ 

design~ted unincorporatP.d area of the county. 

3. "Cost" means the same as defined in s.:-ct ion 384.37, 

sOJbsectioo 6. 

~-~~-~;.f:!~.C?~· J.ll. 486 ASSI:SS!-!ENT Of' COS'rS m· DRAlNAGE 

IMPROVC:!otENl'S. 

A county rody ass~ss to property vithin an urbdn drainag~ 
district the cost of a drdi.nage i;nptovo=r.erH. -,..ithi.n th~ cou:"tt.y 

.1nd draina9e f.=~c:ilitil~s ~:<ter.ding outsiCc t!\e co11nty. ,\ 

~-----

- -
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cour.ty is ~~np-owert!d to pro<.:t:>~d a:Hl c·)ns•.rl.:ct and to assess the 

c::~st ct a drain,l<;tc> .mp.:-ove::"lcnt v!th~:"! a district in the 5arne 

~~nner as a city m~y proceed under divi~ion IV of chapt~r 384 

and th~ provisions ()( divi~ion [V of chapter 384 apply to 

coun~ies with respect to drainaqe i~prove~Pnts, the asspssment 

of tt.eir C'-'Sts and t~e issu.mce of t-ends for the .improvPrf!ents. 

A county may contract for a drainaqe i.rnprover.~ent wi.thll\ a 

district under this part pursuant to part 3 of division 1[1 of 

chapter 3 31. 

~~~.F;~TI~-~- )31. 487 SPF.ClAL ASSESS!-t~::n BONDS. 

A county may issue special assessment bonds in anticipation 

of the collection of sp~cial as3essments for the cost of 

drainag1! icr.provt~l't'ents '-'ithin a 'Jistrict in the !id:n\! r.clctner as 

provided for cities undP.r 
~~W ___ S£C_!_lON, 33\.488 

division IV of chapter 
CHAPT~R 2S£ AGREEMF.NT. 

3SL 

Ao ..J?reement entered into between a city and a county in 
accordance •,.oith ch.=~pter 28£ ·,.oith cespect to a drdinaqe 

i~pcove~ent may include ~mon9 others the followi~q provisions: 
1. 'l'he sh.Hinq of the total CO$t of the dcainaqe 

improvement between the city and the county. 
2. 'I'he acr.ount ot totdl assessmt-nts .tqcllnst privdte 

property within the city and vithin the unin(;ocporated area of 

the county included '-'ithin the dis~rict. 

), The method of specially a~sessing and determining 
benefits. 

4, 'l'hP. amount of funds, i.f any, to be contrlbuted by the 
city and county to th~ projoct other thdn special ass~~smcntm. 

5. Tt",e ratP.s to he estJ.bli:ihPd and 1:npofi~d upvn property 
"''ithi.n the dtdindge district to pay the expens~::; of opec.Hion 
and ~aintenance of the dra~naqe improvements, 

6. The reduction of the county's de~t servic~ tax levy 

rate aqainst property within a city which is a party to the 

)olnt M}tet~:nent. 

~i_!:~ .;-;.~~-TIO~. Jll.4S~ RAtC:S ,\N':.> CH;,:~C.f:S FOR S~Rvrn:s ANO 

CONN~- C"i' [ON • 
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U1 
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If a county and city have en:ered i~t? an agreeme~t 

pur9uant to chapter 28E to crea:e an urha~ drainage distri~t, 
the county or city or both mdy, to the ext~~t and in the 

~anner provided Ln the agreement, establish, imposP, adjust, 

dnd 9co~ide for the collection of rates to produce gross 

revenues at least sufficiP.nt to pay the expE!nses of operation 
and maintenance of a drainaqe i~prove~ent against property 

•ithin the district and establish, i~pose, aGjust, and provide 

for the collection of chdr9es for connection to a drainage 

i~provement. Rdtes and char9es ~ust be establis~~d by 

ordinance of the governing body of the county or city imposing 

the ratPs or charqes. Rates or charqes for the services of 
and connection to the drain.aqe ilt'provement if not p.1id as 

provided by the ordinance of the governing body, are a lien 
upon ttu! premises served or benefited by that improvement and 

may be certified to the county auditor -tnd collected in the 

sa~e ma~ner ~s other taxes. 

NE"'!. •. ~.~CTIO~. 331.490 C!TIES SU8JI:CT TO DEBT S£RVICE TAX 

Lt.V'l -- RATES. 

If a county and city have entered .i:'lto a joint aqree:nent 
p~rsuant to chapter 28E to create a district and issue county 

qeneral obliqation bonds to fun~ the costs of a drainaqe 

improv~ment in that district, the county's debt service tax 

levy for the co~nty general oblig~tion b~nd sh~ll not b~ 

levi€!d c\qainst. property located in dny city except a city 

.... r.ich has entered into the joint aqrl!enent. 

~h~ county and the cities enterinq into the joint aqreencnt 

may provide in Ult~ j()int aqre-e~('nt for a differ4!nt rate of tht.~ 

co~nty's ~~b~ service td~ levy dgainst propPrty Ln 

unincorporated areas of the corJnty and prop~rty within those 
CI~L~S. 

~-~W ~~~-~TIC?~. 3 31 • 4 9 ~ AUtHOR Ii'Y. 

ThP authority of a city or coo.:r\ty ur·.d~.•r th~s p<'~rt ._.it~• 

r1~spec:t to districts and t.h~ flnAnci~q cf drditra;~ 

i . .,prove;n~:•::..; t~~ i:"l ,hMit.ic-n to <H>y ot;,er .:J.uthority o( d cit.y 

-
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or county to contract, and levy special asses9~C~ts a:'ld issue 
bonds to fund the colits. 

ROB~RT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senclte 

OONALO D. A'/HNS.O~ 

SpPaker of th~ House 

r hereby certify that this bill oriqinated in the Senate and 
LS knovn as Senate File 568, Seventy-first General Asse~bly. 

Approved -~ ({_, 

TERRY E. B~ANS'!'AO 

Governor 
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