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A BILL FOR 
An Act to require owners of vehicles subject to proportional 

registration to make application to the department of 

transportation for registration and issuance of certificate 

of title, and providing an effective date. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



S.F. H.F. 

Secti.o~ 1. Section 321.20, ~n~u~bered paragraph l, Code 

2 l98S, is ~~ended to read as follows: 

Except as provided in this chap~er, eve:y ow:1er of a 

1 ve!1~cle subject to registration shall make application to the 

~ c:ounl.y trP.asurer, of the county of the owner's residence.- or 

6 ~~a no:~resident, to the county treasurer of tl1e county whzre 

1 ::L2 pr irnary users of the vehicle are located, for the 

8 ~·eqistration and issuance of a certificate of title for the 

9 vt::!1iclP upon the appropriate for2 furnish£-d by t!1c 

:.0 :ie::,c:lrtrr:e::t,_. __ H_owever, the <?wner of ~_ve!!ic.le __ subject to the 

i_l E':.?Por_ri2na_l regi~traq_on provi_o;ions of chaoter -~-7.6 shall make 

; ~.!.?l~_£~:_~_i __ o_~ for_ regi?_~ration .? .. nd is~-~-e·n:~e ot J. certificate __ <J.E 

3 :-._l __ i~:..2..~. -~v t~~ depa_~tment~·-·· The app}icatio~. ?.l!all be accompanied 

~s by ~ fee o~ ten dollars, and every-epp~ieatio~ shall bear the 

) ~-:v•::~::- '~ signature oE-the-ow:-tet" written witll pen and ink. 

10 E\.>\veve!:', a nonresident owner of two or more vehicles s~bject 

.l., to rcqis~ration rnay make application for registration and 

.... v :~~::;·Jarlce of a certificate of title for all vehicles subject to 

' > r ,=c :~ .:.S • ral i or~ to the county '· treasurer of the counly where the 
.? :·) [J r : ;::;:. ;--- 'i user of any of the vehicles is located. ·r~:=: ow~er of 

7.i a :w:--,: le ~1ome shall make application for a ccrtit 1cat:c of 

') title u::der this sectio11. The applicati.on shall cotltain: 

Section 321.24, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1985, 

2~ ;s an~p~1dcd to read as follows: 

2S Upn'1 receipt of the application for title and payment of 

IC :.h? tcq_uired tees for motor vehicle.- tr.ailer, or se:r:1itrailec:o 

.;·.r -.!~,~ cc:;nt:y treasurer or the dE.•par~-~-~..!!~ shall, wt~~n satisfied 

?3 ~!: l(> ~t~e application's genuineness and regt11arity, a~d, in 

20 '~h~ case o~ a mobiJ.~ home, that taxes are not owing under 

.ll) Ci"!d~;~cr l3SD, iss:Je a certificate of tii.:le and, except for a 

3~ mcil~le hot~e, a regi.stration receipt a~d shall file the 

applical ion, the rnanufacturet 1 S or impor:t£r 1
S ccrtific-7.Ler 

_.;::; ce-tif:.ica~-.e of title, or other evidence of o·wnership, as 

]~ P•~3rr ibed by the dcpartmerJt. The registration 1·ecelpt shal.l 

_)··) L•~ -~e-.l.i.vPred to the o·_.:ner and shall contain upon .1.tf...:. f:ar.e th2 
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~ale 1ss~e~, tt:e na~e and a~d~ess ~f the cw~1er, the 

2 reg~stra~lo~ numbe~ assigned ~o ~he vcl1icle, the tit:e number 

3 assig:~ed to t~12 ow~er of t~e v~hic~e, the a:rc,~nt of the fee 

4 paid, tte a~cu:1t of tax paid pursuant to sectiorl 423.7, type 

5 o~ fuel ~sed and a description of the vehicle as determined by 

6 the department and upon the reverse side a form for notice of 

7 trans~e~ of the vehicle. 

8 PARAGRA?H DIVIDED. The county treasurer shall maintain in 

9 the county record system information contained on the 

10 registration receipt. The information shall be accessible by 

ll registration number and shall be open for public inspection 

12 during reasonable business hours. Copies the department 

13 requires shall be sent to the department in the manner and at 

l4 the time the department directs. 

15 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The certificate of title shall contain 

16 upor: its face the identical information required upon the face 

17 of the registration receipt. In addition, the certificate of 

18 title shall contain a statement of the owner's title, the 

19 amount of tax paid p~rsuant to section 423.7, the name and 

20 address of the previous owner, and a statement of all security 

21 interests and eJlCt:rrbrances as shown in the application, upon 

22 the vehicle described including the nature of tHe security 

23 interest, date of r1ota~ior1 and name and address of the secured 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

24 party. The certificate shall bear the seal of the county 

treasurer or of the deoartment, and the signature of the 

cou:•ty treasurerL or-~he~-ef the deputy county treasurer, eMd 

o~ th~-_sl_~<:r~?ent director or deputy designee. The 

certificate shall provide space for the signature of the 

ow~er. The owner shall sign the certificate of title in the 

space provided with pen and ink upon its receipt. The 

certificate of title shall contain upon the reverse side a 

form for assignment of title or interest and warranty by the 

OW!ler, for reassignments by a licensed dealer and for 

application for a new certificate of title by the transferee 

35 as provided in this chapter. All certificates of title shall 
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Ge rypewritte~ or printed by other mechanical means. The 

? original certificate of title shall be delivered to the owner 

3 it no sec~rity interest or encumbrance appears thereon. 

4 Otnerwise ~he certificate of title shall be delivered by the 

5 county t ceasurer or __ _!c_he department to the person holding the 

I) fi.r:;t s~c·a ~'-Y interest or encumbrance as shown in the 

~) sh .. ;..l.~ :Itci.nt'a~n in the 

The county treasurer or t~h~e~d~e~p~a~r~t~m~e~-~n~t 

county or depart~ent records system 

J.U ir~fcr·mation cotltained on the certificate of title. The 

ll in[ucrrtat;_o:l shall be accessible by title certificate number 

12 For a period of three years from the date of notification of 

lJ ca:1cellation cE title or that a new title has been issued as 

l~ provid••d in this chapter. Copies the department requires 

15 shall be sent to the department in the manner and at the time 

16 lhc department directs. The department shall designate a 

17 1.1ntfornt syst~m of title numbers to indicate the county of 

L8 1:-;s;_:ance. 

19 Sec. 3. Sectio11 321.30, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1985, 

2:~ 1!~ ~i:::e=~dcJ to read as follows: 

2l The d~ .. ~_;_tment or _t!_:le county treasurer shall refuse 

); reqistcc;tinn and issuance of a certificate of title or any 

23 tra~sfer of ~itle and registration upon any of the following 

24 grounds: 

Section 321.30, subsection 3, Code 1985, is 

26 amended ::.o read as follows: 

17 3. T!1~t the deoartment or the 

28 rcd~nn8btc- ground to believe that 

coun_!:x treasurer 

the vehicle is a 

has 

stolen or 

7•; embezzled vehicle or that the granting of registration and 

>O is~'"-""Ce of a cert.ificate of title would constitute a fraud 

-~ ~ o.~;ain:-;t t:1e rightful owner. 

~7 Sec. 5- Section 32l.30, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1985, 

1~ ;.~ ~;~p~dcJ tc> read as follows: 

:;t '":;,• j_::pa_rt:neu:. __ or_the cou'1ty_ treasurer shall also refuse 

.1'> r<ee;is•.rcr.~cn of any vehicle if the applicant for registration 
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1 of ~t%eh ·~-h~ vehicle has failed to pay the required 

2 registration fees of any veh~cle ow~ed or previously owned 

3 when the registration fee was required to be paid by the 

4 applicant and for which vehicle the registration was suspended 

5 or revoked under the-pro~~~±on~-of section 321.101, subsection 

6 4, until ~tleh the fees are paid together with any accrued 

7 penalties. 

8 Sec. 6. Section 326.30, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 326.30 MOTOR VEHICLE LAW APPLICABLE. 

11 All provisions of chapter 321 insofar as applicable, are 

12 hereby-epee±f±eatly extended to include owners who register 

13 and tille vehicles in this state on a proportional 

14 registration basis or who operate interstate on Iowa highways 

15 under reciprocity. 

A 16 Sec. 7. Section 326.45, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

W 17 follows: 

-

18 326.45 ISSUANCE-- TITLE OBLIGATION. 

19 Upon receiving application for and payment of the 

20 registration fee and notification of title from-the-eoanty 

21 trea~tlre~, the department shall issue registration 

22 identification to the applicant carrier and send the 

24 

25 

23 certificate of title to the vehicle owner or lienholder. The 

department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to 

process registration of vehicles titled in other states. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sec. 8. This Act takes effect January 1, 1987. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill provides for the titling of vehicles subject to 

proportioned registration by the department of transportation 

rather than through the counties. The bill simplifies and 

centralizes the title and registration 

eligible for apportioned registration. 

process for vehicles 

An effective date of 

January 1, 1987, will allow necessary rule and procedural work 

to be accomplished prior to implementation. 
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