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A BILL FOR 
A:1 Act authorizing the director of general services to ~ssiq:1 

2 unmarked motor vehicles to the department of justice. 

3 B"' " I'!' ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF' 'l'HE S'l'ATE OF lOtiA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section l. Section 18.115, subsection/, Code 1985, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 7 . The state vehicle d:spatcher shall cause to be marked 

4 on every state-owned motor vehicle a sign in a conspicuous 

5 place which indicates its ownership by the state except cars 

6 requested to be exempt by the commissioner of public safety 

7 the director of the department of general services. All 

8 state-owned motor vehicles shall display registration plates 

9 bearing the word ''official" except cars requested to be 

10 furnished with ordinary plates by the commissioner of public 

ll safety or the director of the department of general services 

12 QUrsuant to section 321.1~. The state vehicle dispatcher 

or 

13 shall keep an accurate record of the registration plates used 

14 on all state cars. 

15 Sec. 2. Section 321.19, subsection l, Code 1985, lS 

16 amended to read as follows: 

17 1. All vehicles owned or leased for a period of sixty days 

18 or more by the government and used in the transaction of 

l9 official business by the representatives of foreign 

20 governments or by officers, boards, or departments of tPe 

21 government of the United States, and by the state, counties, 

22 municipalities and other political subdivisions of the state 

23 including vehicles used by an urban transit company operated 

24 by a municipality, regional transit system, and self-

2~ propelling vehicles used neither for the conveyance of persons 

26 for hire, pleasure, or business nor for the transportation of 

27 freight other than those used by an urban transit company 

28 operated by a municipality, regional transit system, and all 

29 fire trucks, providing they are not owned and operated for a 

30 pecuniary profit, are exempted from the payment of the fees 

31 imposed by this chapter, except as provided for urban transit 

32 companies in subsection 2, but are not exempt from the 

33 penalties provided in this chapter. The department shall 

34 furnish, on application, free of charge, distinguishing plates 

35 for vehicles thus exempted, which plates except plates on Iowa 
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5 :;5 S.F. '""'-' H.F. ··-·· -~·------ ----------

1 highway safety patrol vehicles shal:. bear t!ie word 11 o[ficLi:!.7" 

2 and the department shall keep a sepa~ate record. Registratic:1 

3 plates issued for Iowa highway safety patro: vehicles, exce9c 

4 unmarked patrol vehicles, shall bear two red stars on a yellow 

5 background, one before and one following the registration 

6 number on 

7 officer's 

the plate which registration number shall 

badge number. Registration plates issued 

be the 

for a 

8 county sheriff's patrol vehicles shall dispcay one seven 

9 pointed gold star on a green background followed by the letter 

10 ''S'' and the call number of the vehicle. However, the director 

11 of general services or the director of transportation may 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

12 order the issuance of regular registration plates :or any 

exempted vehicle used by peace officers in the enforcement of 

the lawL and persons enforcing chapter 204 and other laws 

relating to controlled substances, and persons in the 

sJ~.a.r_\:m£_~-~f justice who are regularly ~~-P,__e.Q_t:_o cor.duct 

investigations which cannot reasonably be conducted with a 

vehicle disclaying ''official'' state registration plates. For 

purposes of sale of exempted vehicles, the exempted 

governmental body, upon the sale of the exempted vehicle, may 

21 1ssue for in-transit purposes a pasteboard card bearing the 

22 words ''Vehicle in Transit~··L the name of the official body 

23 from which the vehicle was purchased, together with thP date 

24 of the purchase plainly marked in at least one-inch letters, 

25 and other information which may be required by the department. 

26 The in-transit card shall be valid for use only within forty-

27 eight hours after the purchase date as indicated on the bill 

28 of sale which shall be carried by the driver. 

29 Sec. 3. Section 721.8, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 

32 

721.8 LABELING PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES. 

All publicly owned motor vehicles shall bear at least two 

33 labels in a conspicuous place, one on each side of said the 

34 vehicle. This label shall be designed to cover not less than 

35 one square foot of surface. This section shall does not apply 
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S.F. 2 ~5 rt.F. 

1 to a~y ~ motor vehicle which ~hall-be is specifically assigned 

2 by the head of the department or office owning or controlling 

J it, to enforcement of police regulations or to motor vehicles 

4 issued ordinary registration plates pursuant to section 

5 321.19, subsection 1. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 Presently the Iowa Code does not permit the use of unmarked 

8 state vehicles by anyone except peace officers. This bill 

9 will authorize, at the discretion of the director of general 

10 services, the assignment of one or more unmarked state 

11 vehicles to the department of justice. Personnel in the 

12 attorney general's office conducting confidential and 

13 sensitive investigations now use privately owned vehicles and 

14 are subsequently reimbursed by the state. This bill will 

15 allow their use of a state-owned vehicle. 
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STATE GOVERNMENT: Drake, Chair; Welsh and Hom 

Passed Senate, Date _____________ __ 

Vote: Ayes _______ __ Nays _____ __ 

Approved 
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~OPOSED COH~!ITTEE ON 

STATE GOVER..'<~1Ei\T BILL) 

Passed House, Date ____________ __ 

Vote: Ayes _______ _ Nays _____ _ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act authorizing the director of general services to assign 

2 unmarked motor vehicles to the department of justice. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ------- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 18.115, subsection 7, Code 1985, s 
2 amended to read as follows: 

3 7. The state vehicle dispatcher shall cause to be marked 
4 on every state-owned motor vehicle a sign in a conspicuous 

5 place which indicates its ownership by the state except cars 
6 requested to be exempt by the commissioner of public safety or 
7 the director of the department of general services. All 
8 state-owned motor vehicles shall display registration plates 
9 bearing the word "official" except cars requested to be 

10 furnished with ordinary plates by the commissioner of public 

11 safety or the director of the department of general services 
12 pursuant to section 321.19. The state vehicle dispatcher 

13 shall keep an accurate record of the registration plates used 
14 on all state cars. 
15 Sec. 2. Section 321.19, subsection 1, Code 1985, is 
16 amended to read as follows: 

• 

17 1. All vehicles owned or leased for a period of sixty days ~ 

18 or more by the government and used in the transaction of 
19 official business by the representatives of foreign 
20 governments or by officers, boards, or departments of the 
21 government of the United States, and by the state, counties, 
22 municipalities and other political subdivisions of the state 
23 including vehicles used by an urban transit company operated 
24 by a municipality, regional transit system, and self-
25 propelling vehicles used neither for the conveyance of persons 
26 for hire, pleasure, or business nor for the transportation of 
27 freight other than those used by an urban transit company 
28 operated by a municipality, regional transit system, and all 
29 fire trucks, providing they are not owned and operated for a 
30 pecuniary profit, are exempted from the payment of the fees 
31 imposed by this chapter, except as provided for urban transit 
32 companies in subsection 2, but are not exempt from the 
33 penalties provided in this chapter. The department shall 
34 furnish, on application, free of charge, distinguishing plates 
35 for vehicles thus exempted, which plates except plates on Iowa 
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highway safety patrol vehicles shall bear the word "official7" 
and the department shall keep a separate record. Registration 

plates issued for Iowa highway safety patrol vehicles, except 
unmarked patrol vehicles, shall bear two red stars on a yellow 

background, one before and one following the registration 

number on the plate which registration number shall be the 

7 officer's badge number. Registration plates issued for a 
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33 

county sheriff's patrol vehicles shall display one seven 

pointed gold star on a green background followed by the letter 
"S'' and the call number of the vehicle. However, the director 
of general services or the director of transportation may 

order the issuance of regular registration plates for any 

exempted vehicle used by peace officers in the enforcement of 
the lawL end persons enforcing chapter 204 and other laws 

relating to controlled substances, and persons in the 
department of justice who are regularly assigned to conduct 

investigations which cannot reasonably be conducted with a 
vehicle displaying "official" state registration plates. For 

purposes of sale of exempted vehicles, the exempted 
governmental body, upon the sale of the exempted vehicle, may 

issue for in-transit purposes a pasteboard card bearing the 
words "Vehicle in Transit7"L the name of the official body 

from which the vehicle was purchased, together with the date 
of the purchase plainly marked in at least one-inch letters, 
and other information which may be required by the department. 
The in-transit card shall be valid for use only within forty­

eight hours after the purchase date as indicated on the bill 
of sale which shall be carried by the driver. 

Sec. 3. Section 721.8, Code 1985, is amended to read as 
follows: 

721.8 LABELING PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES. 
All publicly owned motor vehicles shall bear at least two 

labels in a conspicuous place, one on each side of said the 

~ 34 vehicle. This label shall be designed to cover not less than 
35 one square foot of surface. This section shaft does not apply 
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S.F. ---- B.F. 

1 to afty 

2 by the 
a motor vehicle which ~hai%-ee is specifically assigned - --
head of the department or office owning or controlling 

3 it, to enforcement of police regulations or to motor vehicles 
4 issued ordinary registration plates pursuant to section 
5 321.19, subsection 1. 

6 EXPLANATION 
7 Presently the Iowa Code does not permit the use of unmarked 
8 state vehicles by anyone except peace officers. This bill 
9 will authorize, at the discretion of the director of general 

10 services, the assignment of one or more unmarked state 
ll vehicles to the department of justice. Personnel in the 
12 attorney general's office conducting confidential and 
13 sensitive investigations now use privately 
14 are subsequently reimbursed by the state. 
15 allow their use of a state-owned vehicle. 
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SENATI:: riLl:: ';.2') 

A~ ACT 

AU·:·Hm~:?.:NG !HI: OJRI:CTOR Or Gl-.Nf':I~AL Sf:RIJICES iO ASSIGN 

UNMARK[[) MOTOR VJ:IIICJ.ES TO Tit:: Of:PARTMF:~T 02 HJS'TICI::. 

HJ.: I? ENAC1TD 9'i 'fHi: ~;f.NERAI. ASS:-::>:3LY <JF 7'ili: ~;rAT£ OF IO'NA: 

S('ct:io!"l l. S.:-ction l8.1J~;, ~;ubsN.:tien '1, Cod1~ 198'1, L5 

,'\mf~ndt:>d trJ t(>ch! .its follows: 

I. 'I'h·~ stat~ vehir:-l~~ disp;H.cher nhall cause :::c be rua~k.('d 

c:r. t:v~:y !>t<i:f...•-owned :noto:•r v('hicle a !;ign in a conspicuous 

pL1•:1..• .,.t:ic~ •~dicat1~~~ 1 Ls (.wner:;hip by the f.t.."H.~ ~~xct.:pt CcH'>'> 

r~que:.;trod t.o he- exen~c by the C<)t .. .rr..issi.c:H~r of pl:hlic safety 01 

th~ dir~ct0r of the d~~artm~nt o~ qeneral ~ccvi1:~s. All 

stdtE•·o~n('d ~ot.cJr vehic1!!S shall disp~ay r~qi~tration p~a:es 

b('drirog t.he ¥Ord "off1cial'' 0xc~pt. cars req~e~ted to be 

turniatl(:d with orrlino1ry pl,1tca by th" c0r-•mis~.ioner Gf puhlic 

!><I fet.'j or t. h~ d i r t-c t.oc £! ... ~ ~P de>pa r-~~..:_•..=__~-~--2~!~!!:.!...!.~ ~- -~·~ !. \' -~ ~;<>~•. 
P:-!.~.~~.ant. t~_:<>ec:._,_?_n 3J.i •. ~· :'h~ !>lat:(' V(·hiclc diap.>~ctwr 

shall kc~p an accuratP rcc~cd elf :h~ rcqistration plat0s r:scd 

on all st:dte> cars. 

St~c. 2, Section 321,19, sub~H'Ct.i,..,n i, Co<!e )(t8:>, is 

ilme:'IJ~d to !'•~ad ,\:> follows: 

t. A~l V(dliClC'~ owrwd 0r lf.>et:oed tor it t"'!I'IOd of sixty Jitys 

or mort~ by th~ goverruner.t ,1n<'. u:sr~d in ~h•• t.rdtr~;;1ct1on of 

of!'icietl businP.s!> by th~ r4~pt.~~;Pr.t.n:.vt":s ot [(~l'f:lqn 

govc•rnr.~ents or by off••~t~r:;, bc.t:-<!.-;, or dcp.:1rtreents of the 

g<!".Jf'!fW'.('Ilt of t.hf' tll"itt~d St.:.~.E::;, c1:-td by tht• !it.ttc~. cot:nt :o?s., 

municipai.itit:!> ,,nd ott·.(>: pol~ti<.:al !>Ub<iivi.!;ion:; of' c.tw :otclt~ 

1ncludir:q Vl'hiclF.-s U.S<?d by o.n ucba:"l t.r,ln~~~t cr~:npurry op~c,ttt«l 

by,, :n·.lr.icip-.<tlit.y, reqion,11 tra;~ait sy:d.•~n, a:•d :;.(·1!­

(H~,pt.•lliny vt~hiC"~e5 ~l~.if'd r~ei~i1t•r f~n the cr:r.vcysnce o( pt~c~;~Hl!:. 

f·or roirF-, j)lC'cAs~.re, 01 b\:~;1r:c;:-.~ nor tor th1: t.ran:>;>:•rt.tt•o~ ~~~ 

fr•:·ight. ot:l(•r t.han ~fw~~ ti:>NI 1:-y an arh;,:"l tt<.~·•~it C011l!J"''Y 

- -
s(~nat~ f'll\· sJ:,, p. 2 

upcr~te>d ny a mu:l.("ipal:ly, :••gional t:~n~•t ny~tern, and ali 

l'i r•: t.t·t.<::.:;:-., ''rov_rling :.hey ar" nGt owned c~nd Of--~C:,,tt·d !or a 

peco;niary pr.:J(it, .He P.xt>mp(l:d frow th~ payrt:nt Q~ t~rc~ fi?<?S. 

im?OSt~d hy thif> ch;!ptE!l. >:!xcept a~ p~ovidt~d fot 11rhan ::a·;\{';~; it 

corr-p<~:"l~t:>s in ;:-.ut.::>l:\:1. ~of'. ~, but a:·e r:ot e>xempt fr')m t!l(• 

p~~~:t~o>s pro~id0d in this chat>ter. The depart:rnc~nt. shall 

furnu,,h, on appt ic.1t.icr., frt~f! of ct1arge, diatir.guis~1ng pldte:;. 

for v~hiclP..:; t.h;Jf~ ~x~~mpted, which plat.•~~ exc ... ~pt pl.n~s 0:1 :cwa 

higt~a'/ saf~ty patrol vPhlcles shall hPac the ~ord ''o(fic!al 7 '' 

etnd th(.' departino?nt !>hall keep a S(.'pdrate :·t::corC. Re>gis.t.ra'.:ion 

pldU·:; is:;ued for lowa :--tiqh· ... ·ay saf~t.~· ;><11.rt)l v~hiclr.>~.>, c:<CP.f.!t: 

•• :-,mark(•<: pdtrol v~r .. cles, shall hear t1o10 :Pd .:;~.ar:. on~ yF>:lc-__. 

h.~(·k9round, >>:H~ hf!f0r•~ .::tnd one> !c-t to ... ·inq th~ r<;g.:.T.t<ll. ,c~ 

numbet· on tht· pl<ttc! ·.o~hi.ch :"cgi~t.riltion n:..:r'.b£'1' :•h,tll ;,e ttw 

otficP.r'G badqC' nu~ber. Rcgistrat.i0n p\ates 1ssu~J f~J: a 

C(Junty s.hl!'riff'f.• f:<tlroi vehicl(>'!> :~hall display o.:.orl(' ~(·vcn 

p~int~d golrl ~ldr on a green backgro~nd f,,llowed by the l~tt.~r 

''S'' dnri th•~ call nu~ber of th~ vehicle. How~v~r. th•~ dlce~t<)f 

of g~n0ra1 ~•!rvic~s or the dir~ct.or of tr&~~portatic~ ~ay 

ord~c the iasuan~c· of requtar ~•!gist.rati?n platea fot dllf 

cxert'pte-d v(•hicl~ us~d by peace oftice1·s in th<:- ·~rlf?:cetncnt c•f 

the lc1w, s~d p~rsons enforcing chdpt.~l 204 and olh~r law~ 

rt•li.t.i"'9 ~o contcollNl suh~Hanc(•S.!....._and pl:'rsons ia thC' 

Oe>.P~...!·!·!n~r.t o_f j~-~-~i~~_::J_I_-_.o_ ;~re r~·g_~!...:i'_.~-~~-~_igt~.P~- !·'-' C"<".orld_t:_c~_. 

in v~:~ i_g.1 t I on!; · .. ·t_~ i-~~~- Cd l~!~':'_t:. r ~as._,r,t~.~~..:L.~.!._.~:~l.r~_c.~l.l_~:~· e~ wit h a 

fo"o r ye ~ i .~:__1~£ __ <! ~-~' 1) ~a y i nq . "? ~ f_l c i ~_! ~· _ f> t. •' t f' . -'~!'-' _gj n !_2 t. i OQ_ Pl.!~·- c!_:-!_ • 

purp-:>st~s of ~.al~ of cxo.:-:npted Vo:!hic!e~~. thr:! ";..t:n·.pt.P<.! 

.:;ov•:rn:':'lr:ntiil body, upOtl t(l'-' ~;.alP of tho.:- t~xl~rnpt(•t} v"~licl•·, rrJ.y 

iss•;r tot in-transit p~rposc•s a pasteboard c~rd b'·a~ir:q th1: 

... ·oroia "Vc~.,iclf! in 1'ran:-dtT".! thP r·.an·0 of thr'! o:·ficLll ,c:Jy 

frcm whic:--t t.r.e l'(•hir_-~(' '..'d::> pu:-r·hasC'd, tO<J~·~t;,•r with th~ d<ttr'! 

<:;~ the {.)trrc:~.tsf' p~ain!y tT·.Hkt~d 111 .H ;c~:n. o)rr'-'-irrct. lc:~.to.:-r•,;, 

dnd Ol.hr:r in1ocr::,1;i~Jtt whir:ll rnety b~ fNj•Jir(•d by:.~~ (l(>pi!rln(·~r!. 

T,,, i~-transit card s~a!t t•t: v~lid (<): U~P o)rr!y ~~:~ir~ f:)rt.y·· 

f':'l")ht hours dft(>r t.he pu~·clla:;o• ~a~€.· a-" ind)c,l:(:f. ur: t.hc bdl 

of ~alr ~~ict sha:t h(.' Cilrri~~ by ~tr0 o3•:vrc. 
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Senate File 525, p. 3 

Sec. 3. Section 721.8, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

follows: 

721.8 LABELING PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES. 

All publicly owned motor vehicles shall bear at least two 

labels in a conspicuous place, one on each side of ~aid the 

vehicle. This label shall be designed to cover not less than 

one square foot of surface. This section ~halt does not apply 

to any a motor vehicle which ~hati-be is specifically assigned 

by the head of the department or office owning or controlling 

it, to enforcement of police regulations or to motor vehicles 

issued ordinary registration plates oursuant to section 

321.19, subsection 1. 

---·--------
ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 525, Seventy-first General Assembly. 

Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 


