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A BILL FOR

Act authcrizing the director of general services to assign

unmarked motor vehicles to the department of justice.
't ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF YHE S7TATE QOF LOWA:
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Section 1. Section 18.115, subsecticn 7, Code 1985, 1is
amended to read as follows:

7. The state wvehicle dispatcher shall cause to be marked
on every state-owned mector vehicle a sign in a conspicucus
place which indicates its ownership by the state except cars
requested to be exempt by the commissioner of public safety or
the director of the department of general services. All
state-owned motor vehicles shall display registration plates
bearing the word "official" except cars requested to be
furnished with ordinary plates by the commissioner of public

safety or the director of the department of general services

pursuant to secticn 321.19. The state vehicle dispatcher

shall keep an accurate record of the registration plates used
on all state cars.

Sec. 2. Section 321.19, subsection 1, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:

1. All vehicles owned or leased for a period of sixty days
or more by the government and used in the transaction of
official business by the representatives of foreign
governments or by officers, boards, or departments of the
government of the United States, and by the state, counties,
municipalities and other political subdivisions of the state
including vehicles used by an urban transit company operated
by a municipality, regidnal transit system, and self-
propelling vehicles used neither for the conveyance of persons
for hire, pleasure, or business nor for the transportation of
freight other than those used by an urban transit company
operated by a municipality, regional transit system, and all
fire trucks, providing they are not owned and operated for a
oecuniary profit, are exempted from the payment of the fees
imposed by this chapter, except as provided for urban transit
companies in subsection 2, but are not exempt from the
penalties provided in this chapter. The department shall
furnish, on application, free of charge, distinguishing plates

for vehicles thus exempted, which plates except plates on Iowa
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highway safety patrol vehicles shall bear the word "officialz"
and the department shall keep a separate record. Reglstraticn
plates issued for Iowa highway safety patrol vehicles, except
unmarked patrol vehicles, shall bear two red stars on a yellow
background, one before and one following the registration
number on the plate which registration number shall be the
officer's badge number. Registration plates issued for a
county sheriff's patrol vehicles shall display one seven
pointed gold star on a green background followed by the letter
*S" and the call number of the venicle. However, the director
of general services or the director of transportation may
order the issuance of regular registration plates f£or any
exempted vehicle used by peace officers in the enforcement of
the law, and persons enforcing chapter 204 and other laws

relating to controlled substances, and persons in the

investigations which cannot reascnably be conducted with a

vehicle displaying "official" state registration plates. For

purposes of sale of exempted vehicles, the exempted
governmental body, upon the sale of the exempted vehicle, may
issue for in-transit purposes a pasteboard card bearing the

words "Vehicle in Transits", the name of the official body

from which the vehicle was purchased, together with the date

of the purchase plainly marked in at least one-inch letters,
and other information which may be required by the department.
The in-transit card shall be valid for use only within forty-
eight hours after the purchase date as indicated on the bill
of sale which shall be carried by the driver.

Sec. 3. Section 721.8, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

721.8 LABELING PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES.

All publicly owned motor vehicles shall bear at least two
labels in a conspicuous place, one on each side of aaid the
vehicle. This label shall be designed to cover not less than

one square foot of surface. This section shatt does not apply
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to any a motor vehicle which shaii-be is specifically assigned
by the head of the department or office owning or controlling

it, to enforcement of police regulations or to motor vehicles

issued ordinary registration plates pursuant to section
321.19, subsection 1.

EXPLANATION

Presently the Iowa Code does not permit the use of unmarked
state vehicles by anyone except peace officers. This bill
will authorize, at the discretion of the director of general
services, the assignment of one or more unmarked state
vehicles to the department of justice. Personnrel 1in the
attorney general's office conducting confidential and
sensitive investigations now use privately owned vehicles and
are subsequently reimbursed by the state. This bill will
allow their use of a state-owned vehicle.
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An Act authorizing the director of general services to assign
unmarked motor vehicles to the department of justice.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 18.115, subsection 7, Code 1985, .5
amended to read as follows:

7. The state vehicle dispatcher shall cause to be marked
on every state-owned motor vehicle a sign in a conspicuous
place which indicates its ownership by the state except cars
requested to be exempt by the commissioner of public safety or
the director of the department of general services. All
state-owned motor vehicles shall display registration plates
bearing the word "official" except cars requested to be
furnished with ordinary plates by the commissioner of public
safety or the director of the department of general services
pursuant to section 321.19. The state vehicle dispatcher
shall keep an accurate record of the registration plates used
on all state cars.

Sec. 2, Section 321.19, subsection 1, Code 1985, is
amended to read as follows:

l. All vehicles owned or leased for a period of sixty days
or more by the government and used in the transaction of

official business by the representatives of.foreign
governments or by officers, boards, or departments of the
government of the United States, and by the state, counties,
municipalities and other political subdivisions of the state
including vehicles used by an urban transit company operated

by a municipality, regional transit system, and self-
pPropelling vehicles used neither for the conveyance of persons
for hire, pleasure, or business nor for the transportation of
freight other than those used by an urban transit company
operated by a municipality, regional transit system, and all
fire trucks, providing they are not owned and operated for a
pecuniary profit, are exempted from the payment of the fees
imposed by this chapter, except as provided for urban transit
companies in subsection 2, but are not exempt from the
penalties provided in this chapter. The department shall
furnish, on application, free of charge, distinguishing plates
for vehicles thus exempted, which plates except plates on Iowa
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highway safety patrol vehicles shall bear the word "officials"
and the department shall keep a separate record. Registration
plates issued for Iowa highway safety patrol vehicles, except
unmarked patrol vehicles, shall bear two red stars on a yellow
background, one before and one following the registration
number on the plate which registration number shall be the
officer's badge number. Registration plates issued for a
county sheriff's patrol vehicles shall display one seven
pointed gold star on a green background followed by the letter
"S" and the call number of the vehicle. However, the director
of general services or the director of transportation may
order the issuance of regular registration plates for any
exempted vehicle used by peace officers in the enforcement of
the law, and persons enforcing chapter 204 and other laws
relating to controlled substances, and persons in the

department of justice who are regularly assigned to conduct

investigations which cannot reasonably be conducted with a

vehicle displaying "official" state registration plates. For

purposes of sale of exempted vehicles, the exempted
governmental body, upon the sale of the exempted vehicle, may
issue for in-transit purposes a pasteboard card bearing the

words "Vehicle in Transits", the name of the official body

from which the vehicle was purchased, together with the date
of the purchase plainly marked in at least one-inch letters,
and other information which may be required by the department.
The in-transit card shall be valid for use only within forty-
eight hours after the purchase date as indicated on the bill
of sale which shall be carried by the driver.

Sec., 3. Section 721.8, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

721.8 LABELING PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES.

All publicly owned motor vehicles shall bear at least two
labels in a conspicuous place, one on each side of said the
vehicle. This label shall be designed to cover not less than
one square foot of surface. This section shatt does not apply
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to any a motor vehicle which shaii-be is specifically assigned
by the head of the department or office owning or controlling
it, to enforcement of police regulations or to motor vehicles
issued ordinary registration plates pursuant to section
321.19, subsection 1.

EXPLANATICON

Presently the Iowa Code does not permit the use of unmarked
state vehicles by anyone except peace officers. This bill
will authorize, at the discretion of the director of general
services, the assignment of one or more unmarked state '
vehicles to the department of justice. Personnel in the
attorney general's office conducting confidential and
sensitive investigations now use privately owned vehicles and
are subsequently reimbursed by the state. This bill will
allow their use of a state-owned vehicle.
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AN ACT
AUTHOR 12 NG THE DIRECTGR QF GENERAL SERVICES TOQ ASSIGH
UNMARKED MOTOR YEHICLES TO ‘THZ OEPARTHMEAT O JUSTICE.

BE 17 ENACTED 8% THI GONERAL ASSIIMBLY OF TH: STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 18.11%, subsecticn 7, Code 198%, is
amended to tead as {ollows:

7. The state vehicle dispatcher gshall cause ¢ he marked
cr every stadte-owned motor vebhicle a sign in & conspicudus
place <hich :indicates 1ts cwneeship by the state except cars
requested Lo ne exenpr by the commissicner of public safety or
the director of vhe depavtment of general sccvices. Al
state-owned motor vehicles shall dispray registration plates
bearing the word "efficial" oxcept cars requested to be
turnished with ordinary plates by the commissicner of public
safety or the divector cf the departm

48 Tvices

parsuant to section 32i.:9. The state vehicle disvarcher
shall keep an accurate record of the registration plates used
on all state cars.

Sec. 2, Section 321,19, subsection @, Code 1985, is
amended to read as [ollows:

1. ALl vehicles ownud of leased tor a period of sixty days
0t mere by the government and used in the transoaction of
official business by the reprasertatives of foreign

governeents ot by officers, beards, or depariments of the

governeent of the Urited Stetes, and by the state, countles,
municipaiitics and otrer political subdivisions of the state
including vehicles used by an urban Lransit company oparated
by a maricipality, regional transit system, and self-
propelling venicies used neitner £o1 the corveyance of pursons
for pire, pleasure, ar busiress not 01 the branspartation of

freaght other than those used Ly an arban transit company
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vperated dy a municipal:ly, segiongl transit system, and all
fire brucke, provoding shey are not owned and onn:ited for a
pecuniary profit, are exempced from the payrent of the fees
imposed by Lhis chapter, except as provided for urban zracsit
cotpantes in sulsection 72, but are npot exempt feom the

penalties provided in this chaptec. The department shall
furmish, on applicaticr, {ree of charge, distinguishing plates
for vehicles thys exempted, which plates except plares on Zcwa
highway safety patcol vehicles shall beat the word “officialsy™
and the department shall keep a separate record. Registration
wlates issued for lowa nighway safety patrol venicles, exceot
anmarked patrol vek.cles, shall bear two red stars on a yellow
packground, one before and one following the tegistrat.cn
number on the plate which registration nurber shall be the
officer’s badge number. Registration prates 1ssued for a
county sheriff's patrol vehicles shall display one sceven
pointed gold star on 4 green background followed by the letter
"$" and the call nurber of the vehicle. However, the director
of generel services or the director of trarsportaticn way
order the issuance of reqular registeation plates for any
cxerpted vehicle used by peace officers in the enforcement of
the law, and persons enforcing chapter 204 and other laws

relating to controlled substances, and persons in the

governaental body, upcea tne sale of the exempted vehicle, ray
issue for in-transit purpesces a pasteboard card bearing the
words "Venicle in Transits", the nare of the official scdy
frem which Lhe vehieic was purchased, together <ith the date
ef the purchase plainly rarked an at Scast one-inch letters,
and cther intotration which may be required by the depattrent.
Toe in-trensit card sha'l be valid for wse ondly waitnin forty-
e1ght houts aftter the purchase fate as indicated on the bill

of sale which shall be carried by the driver.
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Sec. 3. Section 721.8, Code 1985, 1s amended to read as
follows:

721.8 LABELING PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES.

All publicly owned motor vehicles shall bear at least two
labels in a conspicuous place, one on each side of aatd the
vehicle., This label shall be designed to cover not less than
one square foot of surface. This section shai¥ does not apply
to any a motor vehicle which shati-be is specifically assigned
by the head of the department or office owning or controlling

it, to enforcement of police regulations or to motor vehicles

issued ordinary registration plates pursuant to section
321.19, subsection 1.

ROBERT T. ANDERSON
President of the Senate

DONALD D. AVENSON
Speaker ©of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 525, Seventy-first General Assembly.

K. MARIE THAYER

Secretary of the Senate

Approved / 'f , 1985
/ i

TERRY E, BRANSTAD

Governor




