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1 An Act relating to the control of animals, the protection of 

2 animals by antirabies vaccination, providing a penalty 

3 for violations, and providing an effective date. 
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Section l. NEW SECTION. 350.1 DEFINiTIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter ~tnless the corltext otherwise re-

3 quires: 

4 1. ''Animal'' means any vertebrate species except humans. 

5 2. ''At large'' means not being confined by an enclosure and 

6 not physically restrained by a leash. 

7 3. "County board of health" mea:1s the COi!nty or district 

e board of health having jurisdiction over health matters in a 

9 county as provided in chapter 137. 

10 4. ''State animal control coordinator'' means that person 

ll designated by the state veterinarian to administer this 

12 chapter and assist local authorities in rables and animal 

1~ control. 

5. ''County enforcement agent" means that petson or agency 

IS 1n each county who is responsible for the enfo,cemerlt of this 

16 chapter. 

17 6. ''County pound'' means any establishment authorized by 

18 the board of supervisors for the confinement, maintenance, 

19 safekeeping and control of dogs ar1d other animals that come 

20 into custody of the county er1forcement agent 1n the 

?' performance of the agent's official duties. 

!2 7. ''Department'' means the state departmer•t cf agriculture. 

73 8. ''Impound'' means the act of taking or receiving into 

24 custody by tl•e county enforcement agent any dog or other 

25 animal for the purpose of confinement in a county pound in 

26 accordance with tl1is chapter. 

27 9. ''Kennel'' means a facility used to hold cats or dogs 

2fl . .,:,icl, .is registered or licensed with the department and whlch 

29 is designed to prevent contact with other a:1i~als and persons 

30 outside the facility. 

~·l 

.. ? 
·'-· 

10. 

Jarge, 

"Stray animal'' means an animal unlawfully running at 

the owr1ership of which cannot be ascertained with 

33 reasonable investigation, or an animal which has been 

3~ abandoned by its owner. 
' -. : .. ..L • ''Vaccination'' means the administrat.ion of an 
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_ antirabies vacci~e approved by the dPpart~~r:c to a~intal~; by or 

2 llnder :he sup~rv~sion of a vetcrinar:.~·~. 

3 : 7. "Veterina,(ia~·~ !TIP,'.:~·j ,.\ ve~·.::.-.:.::2: . .=: ~ ! :c·_·r:s"?J r-::, p::a.c 

5 governmental age~<;y. 

6 

7 by a veterinariarl lice~scd to practice :n Iowa that provides 

8 clinical facilities and !Jo~ses anina!s ~·­,_, .. birds for dentdl, 

9 medical, or surgical t:eatnent. A veterinary hospital may 

10 have adjacent to it, in conjunction with it, or as an integral 

ll part of it, pens, stalls, cages or kennels for quarantine, 

12 observation, or boarding. 

13 14. ''Vicious animal'' means a live animal that: 

14 a. While running at large and unprovoked, has bitten or 

15 attacked a person. 

16 b. Without reference to provocation or location, has done 

the following: 

Bitten or attacked a person below the shoulders on two 

19 separate occasions within twelve months. 

20 (2) Bitten or attacked a person above the shoulders. 

21 (3) Bitten or attacked a person despite the owner's 

22 attempt to restrain or control the animal. 

24 

25 

26 

23 With respect to paragraph "b", if the person attacked or 

bitten was engaged in an unlawful act immediately before the 

bite or attack, the incident shall not serve as a basis for 

declaring the offending animal to be a vicious animal. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

15. ''Licensing station'' means a veterinary clinic humane 

association office, local animal control office or other 

business office accessible to the public that is authorized to 

issue licenses under this chapter. 

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 3S0.2 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 

STATE VETERINARIAN. 

The state veterinarian shall: 

1. Regulate antirabies vaccination of animals. 

2. Regulate the handling and disposition of domestic 
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animals exposed or suspected of being exposed to rabies. 

2 3. Appoint the state animal control coordinator to 

3 administer this chapter and rules adopted under this chapter. 

4 4. Adopt and enforce administrative rules as provided in 

~ chapter l7A necessary to implement this chapter and to protect 

6 private and public property and the health, safety and welfare 

7 of the public. 

8 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 350.3 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 

9 ANIMAL CONTROL COORDINATOR. 

10 The state animal control coordinator shall: 

1.1 1. Serve as liaison with the state, county and city de--

12 partments of health and the Iowa conservation comm1ssLon. 

13 2. Provide training to county enforcement agents. 

14 J. Serve as custodian for records received from county and 

15 city authorities. 

16 4. Provide education on animal control and rabies at the 

17 local level. 

18 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 350.4 POWERS AND DUTIES OF COUNTY 

19 ENFORCEMEN'l' AGE:N'l'. 

20 The county enforcement agent sl1all: 

21 1. Er.rorce this chapter, the rules adopt·.ed under this 

22 chapter, and city ordinances which the board of supervisors 

23 has contracted to enforce. 

24 2. Issue citations for the violations of this chapter, the 

25 rules adopted under this chapter, and city o~dinances which 

26 the board of supervisors has contracted to enforce. 

27 3. Distribute educational materials to all public and 

28 private elementary schools to assist with instruction in re-

29 spons~ble and humane care of companion animals. 

30 Sec. 5. Nf.W SECTION. 3 50. 5 POI-IERS AND DUT I F.S OF COUNTY --------·--

31 BOARD OF HEALTH. 

32 The county board of health 

33 rabies quarantine area within 

LS responsible for declaring a 

its area of jurisdiction. When 

34 a quarantine area has been declared, thP cot!nly board of 

35 health shall meet with the county enforcenent agent and the 
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l state animal control coordinator and institute an emergency 

2 program for the control of rabies within that area. However, 

3 any regulations restricting or involving the movements of 

4 domestic animals within that area are subject to approval by 

5 the state veterinarian. 

6 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 350.6 POWERS AND DUTIES OF BOARD OF 

7 SUPERVISORS. 

8 Each county board of supervisors shall: 

9 l. Designate or employ a county enforcement agent. If the 

10 designation or employment is not made within ten days after 

ll the effective date of this Act, the county sheriff shall be 

12 the county enforcement agent until the county board of 

13 supervisors designates or employs a county enforcement agent. 

14 2. Provide the county enforcement agent with personnel and 

15 equipment necessary to enforce this chapter and the rules 

16 adopted under this chapter. 

17 3. Contract with any city to enforce any ordinance enacted 

18 by the city for the control of dogs. 

lS 4. Within the areas of the county outside the corporate 

20 limits of a city, regulate, restrain and prohibit the running 

21 at large of dogs, when at large contrary to law, and impose 

22 penalties upon the owners of the dogs which are unlawfully at 

23 large. 

24 5. Each county board of supervisors may establish pound 

25 fees for impounding and maintaining animals at the county 

26 pound. 

27 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 350.7 COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL PR0-

28 GRAM. 

29 The board of supervisors shall establish an animal control 

30 program which shall be submitted to the department for review 

31 and approval. If a board fails to submit a program or if the 

32 department rejects the program submitted, the department shall 

33 cooperate with the board in developing an acceptable program. 

34 All animal control programs shall include, but are not limited 

35 to, the following: 

-4-
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1 1. A r:-.et.f-.od of co.~.!.ecti~q a~~u intpo'J;,\-iir:c; ~.;~_r2!Y dogs ur 

2 other anixa:s included in th~.s c~1apter, a~<j adoption of ether 

3 dispos1tion o~ the animals. 

4 7. • 

5 sonnel 

Methods for providing the necessary facilit1es and per­

to impleme:lt the r~les and provis1ons of this chapter 

6 relating to rabies control. 

7 3. Three educational programs involvi~g youth education: 

8 education of the general public and education ot public 

g officials on animal control and rabies. 

10 

11 

4. Designation of licensing stations. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 150.8 LICENSE FEES FOR DOGS AND 

12 CATS -- ISSUANCE OF TAGS-- RECOR~S -- PENALTIES. 

13 1. Each 

14 which shall 

county or city shall 

be paid for each dog 

set a minimum lic~nse fee 

or cat four months of age or 

15 over that is kept or maintained within this stat~ for at least 

16 thirty consecutive days of each year. A surcharge fee of one 

17 do~lar shall be added to each license fee and lhe surcharge 

18 fee shall be forwarded to the state animal control coordinator 

19 quarterly and credited to the general fund of the state. 

20 License fees shall become payable annually or triennially. 

21 License tees shall be paid within thirty days of the date of 

22 vaccination to the county auditor or a11 authorized 

21 representative. Fees may be assessed for delinquents. 

24 2. Certificates of licensure and tags shall be approved by 

2'> the department. Certificates of licensure shall identify the 

26 owner of animals at the time of vaccination, date of 

27 vacciiJatiOII, and expiration date of vaccination. The tags 

28 shall be attached to the collar or harness whic!1 shall be worn 

29 by the animal at all times. 

30 3. A certificate of licensure and tags may be purchased at 

31 the time of vaccination from any participating veterinaria11 or 

32 local enforcement agent or other designated licensing station. 

3J Participating veterinarians may obtain certificates of 

34 licensure and dog tags from the local enforcement agent and 

35 submit license fees collected on a monthly basis. 
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1 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 350.9 ANTIRABIES VACCINATION --

2 VACCINATION AND LICENSE STATIONS. 

3 1. Before a licetlse 15 issued for a dog or cat four mo~ths 

4 of age or older, the owner must present a vaccination 

5 certificate on a prescribed form signed by a veterinarian 

6 stating the owner's name, address, the animal's description, 

7 date of vaccination and type, manufacturer, serial number of 

8 the vaccine used, and the date revaccination is due. If the 

9 animal is not licensed at the time of vaccination, copies of 

10 each rabies vaccination certificate issued shall be 

11 transmitted to the county enforcement agent on or before the 

12 tenth day of the month following the month during which the 

13 animal was vaccinated. A dog or cat shall not be licensed 

14 unless it lS vaccinated in accordance with this chapter and 

15 the rules adopted under the chapter. 

16 2. A dog or cat vaccinated in any other state prtor to 

l7 entry into this state may be licensed in this state if, at the 

18 time of licensing, the owner of the animal presents a 

19 vaccination certificate, signed by a veterinarian licensed to 

20 practice in that state or a veterinarian employed by a 

21 governmental agency in that state, stating the owner's name 

22 and address, the animal's description, date of vaccination and 

23 type, manufacturer, and serial number of the vaccine used. 

24 The vaccination must be in conformity with this chapter and 

25 the rules adopted under this chapter. 

26 3. The county enforcement agent may make provisions for 

27 vaccination clinics as deemed necessary. The vaccination 

28 shall be performed by a licensed veterinarian. 

29 4. Dogs or cats kept in kennels, registered or licensed 

30 with the department, and never allowed to run at large, are 

31 exempt from these license requirements. 

32 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 350.10 RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL 

33 FUNDING. 

34 Except for surcharge moneys and administrative fees, all 

35 fees, fines, and other moneys collected under this chapter 
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l shall be used for purposes of administration and enforcement 

2 of this chapter. 

J Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 350.11 RIGHT AND DUTY TO DESTROY 

4 UNLICENSED DOGS OR CATS. 

5 It is lawful for any person, and the duty of all peace of-

6 ficers within their respective jurisdictions unless the 

7 jurisdiction has otherwise provided for the seiz•1re and 

8 impoLndment of dogs and cats, to destroy a~y dog or cat for 

9 which a license is required, when the animal is not wearing a 

10 collar or harness with license tag attached as required under 

ll in this chapter. 

12 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 350.12 RIGHT TO DESTROY LICENSED 

l3 DOGS OR CATS. 

14 It is lawful for any person to destroy a dog or cat, 

15 whether or not it is licensed and wearing a collar with 

16 lice11Se tag attached, when the dog or cat is caught in the act 

17 of disturbing, chasing, maiming, or killing any domestic 

18 animal or fowl, or when it 1s a vicious animal which is 

19 attacking or attempting to bite a person. 

20 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 350.13 LIABILITY FOR DAY~GES. 

21 The owner of an animal, whether licensed or unlicensed, 1s 

22 liable to the party injured for all damages done by the 

23 animal, except when the party damaged is doing an unlawful act 

24 directly contributing to the injury. 

25 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 350.14 HANDLING OF BITING ANIMALS 

26 RESPONSIBILITY FOR REPORTING ANIMAL BITES. 

27 All animal bites treated by medical personnel shall be 

28 reported to the county enforcement agent or local board of 

29 health. Investigation of the incident and management of the 

30 biting animal shall be conducted by the county enforcement 

31 agent under the authority of this chapter. 

32 Sec. 15. NEW S~CTION. 350.15 ANIMALS EXPOSED TO RABI~S -

33 - RP.POR.TING AND MANAGEMENT. 

34 A perso~ having knowledge that a dog, cat, or other animal 

35 was bitte•1 by a known rabid animal shall report this 
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1 information to a cou~ty e~forcemerlt agent. Invesl.Lgation of 

2 the incide~t a~(! 8anageme~t of the exposed animal shall be 

3 conducted by th2 county e•~forceJtent agent in accordance with 

4 rules of the department. 

5 Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 350.16 UNLAWFUL KEEPING OF DOGS. 

6 It is unlawf~l for a person to keep, ha:bor, or maintain a 

7 dog within this state except as provided under this chapter. 

8 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 350.17 UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH 

9 COUNTY ENFORCEMENT AGENT. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

It is unlaw:ul for any person to interfere with a county 

enforcement agent in the performance of official duties. 

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 350.18 REMOVING IMPOUNDED ANI~~LS. 

A person shall not remove or attempt to remove an animal 

which has been impounded or which is in the possession of the 

county enforcement agent except in accordance with this 

chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter. 

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 350.19 PROPER CARE -- MAINTENANCE 

AND DESTRUCTION OF IM?OUNDED ANIMALS. 

19 l. An animal impounded in a cour1ty or city pound shall be 

20 given proper and humane care and maintenance in accordance 

21 with rules of the department. 

22 2. An animal destroyed while impounded in a county or city 

23 pound shall be destroyed in accordance with rarles of the 

24 department. 

25 3. 

26 pound 

The governing body of a county or city which operates a 

shall establ\sh procedures for the humane destruction of 

27 impounded animals by the methods established under subsection 

28 2 and consistent with chapter 162. 

29 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 350.20 VIOLATION-- PENALTY. 

30 A person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter 

31 is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

32 Sec. 21. Section 331.381, subsection 14, Code 1985, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

A 34 14. Provide for 

·~ 35 disposition of dogs 

the licensure, seizure, impoundment, and 

in accordance with chapter 35l 350. 
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1 Sec. 22. Section 331.507, subsection 3, paragraph c, Code 

2 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

3 c. Dog license fees and transfer fees as provided in 

4 chapter 351 350. 

5 Sec. 23. Chapter 351, Code 1985, is repealed. 

6 Sec. 24. EFFECTIVE DA'rE. This Act takes effect January l 

7 following its enactment. 

8 EXPLANATION 

S This bill provides for the control of vertebrate animals by 

lG city or county enforcement authorities under the general 

ll supervision of a state animal control coordinator within the 

12 department of agriculture. The bill provides for the 

13 vaccination of animals against rabies and for the licensing of 

14 dogs and cats. 

15 Each county is to develop a county animal control program 

16 to provide for the collection and impounding of stray dogs and 

17 other animals, to provide for rabies control, and to provide 

18 for public education on animal control and rabies. Each dog 

19 or cat four months of age or more is subject to the licensing 

20 and rabies vaccination pr.ovisions. 

2l License fees are to be set by the city and county and a 

22 surcharge fee of one dollar is to be collected and transmitted 

23 to tt~e state to cover expenses of t.he state coordinator. 

24 The bill provides for the right and duty to destroy unli-

25 censed dogs and cats and to destroy licensed dogs or cats 
26 which are caught disturbing, chasing, maiming, or killing 

27 mestic animals or fowl or which meet the definition of a 

28 vicious animal. 

29 Violations are punishable as simple misdemea~ors. 

30 Chapter 351, Code 1985, is repealed and tlte sections of 

31 this bill are assigned numbers of chapter 350. 

do-

32 This bill takes effect January 1 following its enactment. 

33 

31 

35 

LSB 248'lS 71 
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SENATE 13 1·1ARCH 27, 1985 SJ'ATE OF IOWA 

FISCAL N 0 T E 

Req. by Sen. Goodwin 
LSB No. 24S9S 
Staif 10. RLS 

'n cor.1pli:1nce ·.vith a \•:r11ten reques~ rece1ved March 18. 1985. a fiscal note tor SENATE 
r 1l [ 50·1 is ~;.,::r!::)'/ sut.t~;ncd P!lrsuJnt :o Joint r.uJe 17. 'Jata used in deve!oping this 
· ...... at .1ore Jtr- ,-.. -,l~:atie frc:11 t::c ; ·"'SISL1tivc F1scal B~Heau to rnemtJers of tf1e Legislature 
upon rcq:Jest. 

Scr.atG File S04 ;;rov:GP.s tor the control of ver~ebrate animals by c;:y or C::lunty 

enfcr::~:':lent ;:0thorities ~wder !~e qe:1Qral supervision of a state an:rnal control coordina~or 

";;~l1in ~:"le Der.~!;::n~nt ,_,f r ... g(cu.turc ft;e bi([ provides for t~H~ vaccind:rcn of anim.3ls 
<~:JCJi_.,~t =-abies ar:d for !J·,.~ lice.'lSinCJ cf dogs t!nd cats. Eoch cot.;nty is to dc·,~e:op a coun~v 
.;nt:-na! control ;~rogram 10 provtde for ~he collecttcn and llnpo:.;njtng o~ stra·.., dogs and ctnar 
.:n:mals, to pro;,de tor rab:es centro/. and to provide for Pv~lic educat:on en animal 
centro/ and r~ll:cs. F.ach aog or cnt four months of ase or more :s subject to tha licensing 
and rt:bies vaccination provisions. 

License fees are to be set b'{ the city and county and a surcharge iee of $1 is to be 
cc!i~cted and transmitted to the state to cover expenses of the state coordinator. 

The b:il takes effect January 1 followrng :ts enactment. 

ASS:JMPTIONS; 

1. Although the number of dO:JS and cats in Iowa that would be licensed under 
th:s program •S not known. :he Department of Agriculture estimates that t:le 
surcharge receipts could total $50.000 to $200.000 annually. Senate File 504 stat€s 
:hat tne surcharge rece:pts shall be forwarded to the state an:mal ccn:rol 
cocrdina;or quarterly and credited to the general fund. 

2. The additional statf required would include 1 Public Serv:ce Executive II a!ld a ;;an time 
Clerk TypiSl IlL 

FISCAL EFfECT: The estimnted co~ts incurred by the Oepar.ment of Agriculture as a result 
of Senate File 504 are presented in the table below. At tile present t:me, no cost 
estim;nc~ are available at the county or city leveL 

Salaries 
Support 

Expenditures Total 

Source: Department of A9nculture 

FY 1986 

s 19.000 
4.000 

$ 23.000 

FY 1987 

s 39,900 
8.400 

s 48.300 

(lSB 2489S, RlB) 
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1 

2 

Secli<Jn 1. N£\-1 SECTIOtl. 3'10.1 D~:fTN!TfONS. 

As used in this chapter unless the context otherwise re-

3 quires: 

4 1. "Animal" means any vertebrate species except humans. 

5 2. "At large'' means not being confined by an enclosure and 

6 not physically restrained by a leas~. 

7 3. "County board of health" means the county or district 

8 board of health having jurisdiction over health matters in a 

9 county as provided in chapter 137. 

10 4. "State animal control coordinator" means that person 

ll designated by the state veterinarian to administer thls 

12 chapter and assist local authorities 

13 control. 

in rabies and animal 

14 5. "County 

15 in each county 

16 chapter. 

enforcement agent" 

who is responsible 

meailS that person or agency 

for the enforcement of this 

17 6. "County pound" means any establishment authorized by 

18 the board of supervisors for the confinement, maintenance, •. 

19 safekeeping and control of dogs and other animals that come 

20 into custody of the county enforcement agent in the 

21 performance of the agent's official duties. 

22 7. "Department" means the state department of agriculture. 

23 8. "Impound'' means the act of taking or receiving into 

24 custody by the county enforcement agent any dog or other 

25 animal for the purpose of confinement in a county pound in 

26 accordance with this chapter. 

27 9. "Kennel" means a facility used to hold cats or dogs 

28 which is registered or licensed with the department and which 

29 is designed to prcverlt contact with other animals and persons 

30 outside the facility. 

31 10. "Stray animal" means an animal unlawfully running at 

32 large, the ownership of which cannot be ascertained with 

33 reasonable investigation, or an animal which has been 

34 abandoned by its ownPr. 

35 11. "Vaccination· means the administration of an 

-1-
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2 under ~!1e supc::·Jisic:1 o( a v(lt~rinarii!tL 

3 12. ••veterinarian'' ~e.1:1s a veterina:1a:1 licettsed to prac-

4 tice in Iowa or a veter i:1a~ ian em~loyed in lC\o.'cJ by a 

5 goverr:n~:1tal ag·~;1c;y. 

6 l3. ''Veterl:1ary hospital'' means a~1 estdblist:::ient operated 

7 by a veterinaria;~ lice~sed to practice in Iowa that provides 

8 c:inicai facilities and ho~ses animals or birds for dental, 

9 medical, or surgical treatr1ent. A vcteri~ary hospital may 

10 have ad~acent ~o it, i:1 conjunctic~ w~t~ it, o: as an integral 

ll part cf i:, pens, stalls, cages or Ken::e:s fer q,.,:arc·i~.:..ne, 

12 observation, c~ boardillS· 

l 3 14. 11 Vicious a.~.imal 11 neans a l1ve ani:nal that: 

14 a. While r~nning ~t l~rge and tlnprovoked, has bitten or 

15 attacked a p"'rson. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

b. Without reference to provocatlOJl or locatiOJl, has done 

any of the following: 

(1) Bitten or attacked a person below the sho~lders on two 

separate occasio~ts within twelve montns. 

(2) Bitten or attacked a person above :he shoulders. 

(3) Bitten or attacked a person despite the owner's 

atte~pt to restrain or control the ani~al. 

~..; i th respect to paragraph "b", iE the person a:::ac~ed or 

bitten was engaged in an unla·,..ful act in:n:ediately before 

bite or attack, the incide:-:t shall r.ot serve as a basis 

the 

for 

26 declaring the offending animal to be a vicious ani~al. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

15. ''Licensing station" means a veterinary clinic humane 

association office, local animal control office or other 

business office accessible to the public: that is authorized to 

issue licenses under this chapte~. 

Sec. 2. NEW SECT:ON. 350.2 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 

STATE VETERINARIA!'. 

The state veterinarian shall: 

l. Regulote anti:~bies vaccinatior. • • 1 c'- an1r.ta ... s. 

2. Regulate the h~r1dling and disposition of domestic 
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l animals exposPd or StlSil<'CtPd of beit•g e~posed to rabies. 

2 3. Ap!,)oint the stalP anim.1! control coordinator to 

3 administer this chapter and r~les adopted under this chapter. 

4 4. Adopt and enforc adrni;•istrati•Jo rules as provided Ln 

5 chapter 17A necessary to impl.,r.-•ent this c!"1apter and to protect 

6 private and public property and the health, safety and welfare 

7 of the public. 

8 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 350.3 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 

9 ANIMAL CONTROL COORDINATOR. 

10 The state animal co~:rol coordinator shall: 

11 1. Serve as liaison with the state, cour•ty and city de-

12 partments of health and the Iowa conservation commission. 

13 2. Provide training to county enforcement agents. 

14 3. Serve as custodian for records received from county and 

15 city· authorities. 

16 4. Provide education on animal control and rabies at the 

17 local level. 

18 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 350.4 Pm/ERS Atm DUTIES OF COUNTY 

19 ENFORCEMENT AGENT. 

20 The county enforcement agent shall: 

21 1. Enforce this chapter, the rules adopted under this 

22 chapter, and city ordinances which the board of supervisors 

23 has contracted to enforce. 

24 2. Issue citations for the violations of this chapter, the 

25 rules adopted under this chapter, and city ordinances which 

26 the board of supervisors has contracted to enforce. 

27 3. Distribute educational materials to all public and 

28 private elementary schools to assist wilh instruction in re-

29 sponsible and humane care of companion animals. 

30 Sec. 5. NC\-1 SECTION. 350.5 PO\-IERS i\ND DUTIES OF COUNTY 

31 BOARD OF HEALTH. 

32 The county_board of health is responsible for declaring a 

33 rabies quarantine area within its area of jurisdiction. When 

34 a quarantine d~ea has heen declated, the county board of 

35 health shall m~et with tl1e county enforcement agent and the 
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l s:ate tlni:naJ. cont·rol coordini"'t:or .1::d l:1~·.r i ~u'·· ,\:~ e:~(>rgency 

2 progr.:1m for tile ('\):it;,-:"; (>f r<~hi"s :..:i.t:Lin --~ldt ar()a, However, 

3 any regt.:lations fi.!Str.Lcling (.);· invc-:v.:.:;y :~1e n:ove:nents of 

4 dor:-:estic aniT:lals ·..:itt1in that ilrea are s'..lbject :o approval by 

5 the state veter :ca~ ia:~. 

6 Sec. 6. t~LW S~C'PlON. 

7 s;.JPER'Vl SO?. S. 

8 Each county board cf supervisors s~all: 

9 1. Designate or e~plcy a cou~:y enf~rceme~t agent. :f the 

10 designation or e~ploy~ent is net made ~ithi~ te~ days after 

11 tne effective date o~ t~is Act, the COG:~ty sher~ff s~~ll be 

12 the coun~y eJ~force:nE::~r. -:igcn~ unti.l ~:l(.• county board of 

13 supervisors desiqnates or enploys a cc~:1~y enforcement agent. 

14 2. Provide the county enforce~e~t agent with personnel and 

15 equipmen~ necessary to enforce this cnapter ar1d the rules 

16 adopted UIJde: this chapter . 

17 3. Contract with ilny city to er1force any ordi~ance enacted 

18 by the city for the co~t:ol of dogs. 

19 4. Within the areas of the co;:nty outside the corporate 

20 limits of a city, regulate, rest:ai~ and prohibit the running 

21 at large of dogs, when at large co~t:ary to la~, and i~pose 

22 penalties upon the owners of the dogs which are ~nlawfully at 

23 large. 

24 5. Each county boar.d of supe:·viso"" may es>;;ablish pound 

25 fees for impounding arld maintaining animals at the county 

26 pound. 

27 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 350.7 COU:\TY A!\l!·IAL CONTROL PR0-

28 GRA.'I. 

29 The board cf supervisors shall establish an animal control 

30 program which shall be submLtted to the department for review 

31 and approval. If a board fails to sub,~it a program or if the 

32 department rejects th~ program submitted, the department shall 

33 cooperate with the bo~rd in develcplng an acceptable program. 

• 34 All animal cr'ntrol pr0gra:rs shall include, bc;t are not limited 

35 to, tne following: 
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1 1. A me~hod of collP~titlg and impounding stray dogs or 

2 other animals incluo<'•.l in the" clHpt•'t·, and a<JopLion of other 

3 disposition of the animals. 

4 2. Methods for providing 

5 sonnel to implement the rules 

6 relating to rabies control. 

the necessary facilities and per­

and provisions of this chapter 

7 3. Three 

8 education of 

9 officials on 

educational programs involving youth education, 

the general public and education of public 

animal control and rabies. 

10 4. Designation of licensing stations. 

ll Sec. 8. NEI-i SECTION. 350.8 LICENSE FEES FOR DOGS AND 

12 CATS -- ISSUANCE Of TAGS -- RECORDS -- ?ENALTIES. 

13 l. Each county or city shall set a minimum license fee 

14 which shall be paid for each dog or cat four months of age· or 

15 over that is kept or maintained within this state for at least 

16 thirty consecutive days of each year. A surcharge fee of one 

17 dollar shall be added to each license fee and the surcharge 

18 fee shall be forwarded to the state animal control coordinator 

19 quarterly and credited to the general fund of the state. 

20 License fees shall become payable annually or triennially. 

21 License fees shall be paid within thirty days of the date of 

22 vaccination to the county auditor or an authorized 

23 representative. · Fees m,1y be assessed for delinquents. 

24 2. Certiflcates of lice•1sure and tags shdll be approved by 

25 the department. Certificates of licensure shall identify the 

26 o·.mer of animals at tlte time of vaccination, date of 

27 vaccination, and expiration date of vaccination. The tags 

28 shall be attact1Cd to the collar or harness which shall be worn 

29 by the animal at all times. 

30 3. A certificate of lic~nsure and ~ags may be purchased at 

31 the time oE vaccination from any partici~ating veterinarian or 

32 local enforcement agPnt or other desig••ated licensing station. 

33 Participating veteriuar iiins may obtair1 certificates of 

34 licensure and dog tags from the local enforcement agent and 

35 submit licen~.e fees ···ollected on a monthly basis. 
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l Sec. 9. m:v.J s r·:c·r 11 )N. 3')0.~1 /\N'l'!H/\1\ft::S Vl\CCIN!\'l'J 1 )N --

2 VACCIN/\'l'ION /\ND LICI;;NSE ST/\'l'JONS. 

3 1. Before a license is issued for a Jog or cat four months 

4 of age or older, the owner must present a vaccination 

5 certificate on a prescribed f0rm signed by a veterinarian 

6 stating the owner's name, address, the ar1imal's description, 

7 date of vaccination and type, manufacturer, serial number of 

8 ~he vaccine used, and the date revaccination is due. If the 

9 animal is not licensed at the time of vaccination, copies of 

10 each rabies vaccination certificate issued shall be 

ll transmitted to the county enforcement aqent on or before the 

12 tenth day of the month f0llowing the month during which the 

13 animal was vaccinated. l\ dog or cat shall not be licensed 

14 unless it is vaccinated in accordance with this chapter and 

15 the rules adopted under the chapter. 

16 2. A dog or cat vaccinated 1n any other state prior to 

17 entry into this state may be licensed in this state if, at the 

18 time of licensing, th~ owner of the animal presents a 

19 vaccination certificate, signed by a veterinarian licensed to 

20 practice in that state or a veterinarian employed by a 

21 governmental agency in that state, stating the owner's name 

22 and address, the animal's description, date of vaccination and 

23 type, manufacturer, ar1d serial number of the vaccine used. 

24 The vaccination must be in conformity with this chapter and 

25 the rules adopted under this chapter. 

26 3. The county enforcement agent may make provisions for 

27 vaccination clinics as deemed necessary. The vaccination 

28 shall be performed by a licensed veterinarian. 

29 4. Dogs or cats kPpt in kr>nnels, registered or licensed 

30 with the> dcp.-ntmc·nl, and IIPVC'r al Lowt•d l() run al large, are 

31 exempt from these license requirements. 

32 Sec. 10. NEvi SECTION. 350.10 RABIES AND ANIMAL CONTROL 

33 FUNDING. 

• 34 Except for. surchar·?<? moneys and administrative fees, all 

35 fees, fines, and other moneys collected under this chapter 
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l shall bl? usrod [or i"'rpo,;··"; of nri'•'ini·,tr.ll i<>n .1nd ~>nforC•'ment 

2 of this chapl~r. 

3 Sec. 11. NEW SCCI!ON. 350.11 R!GHT AND DUTY TO DESTROY 

4 UNLICENSED DOGS OR CATS. 

5 It is lawful f<"lr any !JPrson, an•l '-h" •luty of all peace of-

6 ficers within t!1eir resr•cctlve jurisdictiDilS UJ!less the 

7 jurisdiction has otherwise provided for the seizure and 

8 impoundment of dogs and cats, to destroy any dog or cat for 

9 which a license is required, when the animal is not wearing a 

10 colla~ or harness with license tag attached as requ:red under 

11 in this chapter. 

12 Sec. 12. NE:'rl SEC'r;ON. 350.12 R<GHT TO DESTROY LICENSED 

13 DOGS OR CATS. 

14 It is lawful for any person to destroy a 

15 whether or not it is licensed and wearing a 

dog or cat, 

collar with 

16 license tag attached, when the dog or c<~t is caught in the act 

17 of disturbing, chasing, maiming, or killing any domestic 

18 animal or fowl, or when it is a vicious animal which is 

19 attacking or attempting to bite a person. 

20 Sec::. 13. NE\•l SECTIOtJ. 350.13 LIAB!LIT'l FOR DA!1.AGES. 

21 The owner of an animal, whether licensed or unlicensed, is 

22 liable to the piH ty injured for all damilges done by the 

23 animal, except when the party dama1ed is doing an unlawful act 

24 directly contributing to the injury. 

25 Sec. 14. NE'/1 SECTION. 350.14 HANDLING OF BITING ANIMALS 

26 RESPONSIBILI'rY FOR REPORTING AN!t-'.AL BITES. 

27 All animal bites tre<~ted by medical persor1nel shall be 

28 reported to the county enforcement agent or local board of 

29 health. Investigation of the incident and management of the 

30 biting animal shall be con<lllcted I.Jy Lh'' counly enforcement 

31 agent under the authority of this cha~Ler. 

32 Sec. 15. NE:W SECTION. 350.15 ANIMALS EXPOSED TO RABIES -

33 - REPORTING AND 1-\ANAGEMENT. 

34 A person l1aving kn~wledge that a dog, cat, or other animal 

• 

• 

35 was bitten by a kno~r rabid animal shall report this • 
-7-
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l in~c:n;.l~_iu:~ '·· r··~tl:;!_'/ r•J:!'r)•·cr"q••:\~ ,:•:•·::: t :l'J···,t 1 ~~al ion of 

3 conducted by tr.t? co-.:nty c:lfcrce:t:ct:~ . .i·~~~>;lt i:; accordance wi+;h 

~ rules of ~~e dn8a:t~:·~:l~:. 

6 It is unld'..J[•J: t.-.J, a 1=-crson Lo Kr_·c·:;, :la!:"l,u:, or :naintain a 

7 ~og wit~in this state excep~ as provided under t~is chapter. 

8 Sec. :7. t~~: .. ; SECT:0}L 350.17 U~~LA'ti~UL INTERFERE~CE: WITH 

9 COU~TY ENFORCSMEN~ AGENT. 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

l6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

It is un:aw~ul ~or any perso~ to i~~erf~:e ~itn a county 

enfcrce~ent agPJlt in the perfor~~ncn ~~ of~icial duties. 

A person shal ~ not remove or at ~.err.pt to renove an animal 

which has been im~o:Jnded or which is in the possession of the 

cou1:ty enforcr:~::c::t. ac;ent cxc,cpt i;\ .Jcc:>rda"c'? with 

chapter and the ru:es adopted under this chapter. 

.... .... nts 

Sec. 19. ~E~ SECT:O~. 350.19 PROPER CARE -- Y.AIN'·E~ANCE 

Al\D DES':·RUCTIO~i OF Hl?C:.;NDE:D ANI!·~LS. 

l. An a~imal i~?ounded in a co~nty ~L city pound shall be 

given proper dr1d hu~ane care anJ ~a~~te:1a~ce in accordance 

· .... ·ith rules cf th(• d••tld!""Ur:,~rl! .• 

22 2. An an:n1al des~. rcyed while lDtJ\):.!J'.Ced in a cou;tty or city 

23 pound shall be destroyed in accorda:1ce wi:l1 r~:es cf the 

24 departrr.ent. 

25 3. 

26 pound 

The governing body of a county or city which operates a 

shall es:ablish procedures for the hu~ane destruction of 

27 impounded animals by th~ methods es:ablished under subsection 

28 2 and consiste:1t with chapter lG2. 

29 

30 

31 is 

Sec. 20. 

;, !Jerson 

guilty of 

350.20 VlOLI\TlON -- PStlALTY. 

who violates any ot the [Jrovisions of this chapter 

a simple misdemeanor. 

32 Sec. 21. Section 331.381, subsection 14, Code 1985, is 

33 amended to read as f0llows: 

34 14. Prcvi.Ce fot '·~e J.icens'..~re, sE';.zure, impound!'nent, and 

35 dcspcsition 0! dcg~ ; •\ acccrdance ·.,·i :h chap~er 35!: 350. 
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1 Sec. 22. S'•ct.ion 1.11.'·.cn, ~;tJh:;.-..;: i<•ll J, i"'lr.Jgr.1ph c, Code 

7. 19HS~ );, i.lm,....nd,.c) to t"•'.\cl .1:'"~ t't)llnwr:: 

3 c. Dog license fees and trans~er fees as provi~ed in 

4 chapter ~5~ 350. 

5 Sec. 23. Chapter 351, Code 1985, is repealed. 

6 Sec. 24. EfFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect January l 

7 following its enactment. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill provides for the cot1trol of vertebrate animals by 

10 city or county enforceme~t authorities under the ge11eral 

11 supervision of a state animal cotJtrol coordinator within the 

12 department of agriculture. The bill provides for the 

13 vaccination of animals agaitJst rdbi~~ at•d for the licensing of 

14 dogs and cats. 

15 Each county is to develop a county animal control program 

16 to provide for the collection ann impounding of stray dogs and 

• 

17 other animals, to provide for rabies control, and to provide • 

18 for public education on animal contr:l and rabies. Each dog 

19 or cat Eour months of age or more is subject to the licensing 

20 and rabies vaccination provisions. 

21 License fees are to be set by the city and county and a 

22 surcharge fee of one dollar is to be collected and transmitted 

23 to the state to cover expenses of the state coordit1ator. 
24 The bill provides for the right and duty to destroy unli-

25 censed dogs and cats and to destroy licensed dogs or cats 

26 which are caught disturbing, chasing, maiming, or killing do-

27 mestic animals or fowl or which meet the definition of a 

28 vicio~s animal. 

29 Violations are punishable as simple misdemeanors. 
30 Chdpl.cr 3'>1, Codt- JC)B',, i~; r''JJr·.tl~·d .lrlf) t.h·~ ~ections of 

31 thi:; bill arc a:,~i<Jn•·d numb•·r:; or cli"J>'-"' 350. 

32 This bill takes effect Jat1uary 1 following its enactment. 

33 

34 

35 
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