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A BILL FOR 
An Act allowing the state department of transportation to issue 

a certificate of exemption from child restraint requirements 

when the department finds the nature of particular nonfarnily 

uses makes compliance impracticable. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA; 

CPB-161'11 12;12 



l Sec-:10:: ...... 

3 3. 1'h~s scct:o~ dses Ioc:a o~ 

4 to peace cff:cers act~~g 0:1 o~f~cial duty. ~his sec:1on a~so 

5 does not app:y :o the tra~spcrtatio:: of chi:dreil in l9fi5 rnodei 

6 year or older vehic:es. This section does ncJt apply to t~e 

7 trdnspor:at:on of a cn::c who has been certified by a 

8 physician licensed under chap~er 1'8, 150, or lSOA as having a 

9 medical, phys:cal, or me~tal condition which preve~ts or makes 

10 inadvisable securing the child in a child res:ra1nt system, 

ll safety belt or safety ha~ness. This section do~~ not apply to 

12 an owner or driver of a motor vehicle who has in immediate 

13 possessio~ a val:d certi:ica:e of exemot1on iss~ed under . •' - ~···-- ----

14 subsection 7 while C>.J2erati~g the motor vehicle ro:_ the 

15 ~E~j_cular nonfamily c1~es for which the exemption was issued. 

16 Sec. 2. Section 321.446, Code 1985, is ame~ded by adding 

17 the following new subsec:ion: 

18 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. An ow~er or driver of a motor vehicle 

19 may apply to ~he department for a limited certificate of 

20 exemption from the requirements of this section ~or a motor 

2l vehicle which is ~egularly used to transport groups 

22 other than members of the family of the applicant. 

of persons 

The 

23 department may grant the certificate of exemptio~ if the 

24 department finds that because of the nature of the partic11lar 

25 nonfamily use or uses of the motor vehicle, it would be 

26 impracticable to comply with this section. If granted, the 

27 certificate of exemption shall be limited to those particular 

28 nonfamily uses of the vehicle. A certificate of exemption 

29 shall remain in effect for one year from the date of issuance. 

30 Upon the application of the owner or driver of the motor 

31 vehicle, the certificate of exemption may be renewed by the 

32 department for subsequent one-year periods upon a showing that 

33 circumstances justifying continuation of the limited exemption 

34 remain present. A single certificate may cover muitiple 

35 vehicles operated by one owner or driver. The department 
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1 shall adopt rules pursua~t to c~hapte: !7A as Ilecessary to 

2 implement this subsec:icn. T~e department may charge a fee 

3 not to exceed ten dollars for precessing eact1 or1g1nai or 

4 rer.ewal applica:ior. for a certificate o: exemption. 

5 EXPLA:'<ATION 

6 This bill allows the owner or driver of a motor vehicle to 

7 apply to the state department of transportation for a 

8 certificate of exemption exempting the applicant from the 

9 child restraint provisions of section 321.446 while operating 

10 the vehicle for particular nonfamily uses for which the 

11 exemption was issued. The department may issue the 

12 certificate of exemption if it finds that because of the 

13 nature of the non:amily use or uses of the motor vehicle, it 

14 would be impracticable to comply with the child restraint 

15 requirements. The certificate of exemption shall be issued -e 16 for one-year periods and the department may charge up to a ten 

17 dollar fee for each application. 
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A BILL FOR 
l An Act allowing the state department of transportation to issue 

2 a certificate of exemption from child restraint requirements 

3 when the department finds the nature of particular nonfamily 

4 uses makes compliance impracticable. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.446, subsection 3, Code 1985, i~ 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. This section does not apply to nonresidents of Iowa or 

4 to peace officers acting on official duty. This section also 

5 does not apply to the transportation of children in 1965 model 
6 year or older vehicles. This section does not apply to the 

7 transportation of a child who has been certified by a 
8 physician licensed under chapter 148, 150, or 150A as having a 

9 medical, physical, or mental condition which prevents or makes 

10 inadvisable securing the child in a child restraint system, 

11 safety belt or safety harness. This section does not apply to 

12 an owner or driver of a motor vehicle who has in immediate 

13 possession a valid certificate of exemption issued under 

14 subsection 7 while operating the motor vehicle for the 

15 particular 
l6 Sec. 2. 

nonfamily uses for which the exemption was issued. 
Section 321.446, Code 1985, is amended by adding 

17 the following new subsection: 
18 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. An owner or driver of a motor vehicle 

19 may apply to the department for a limited certificate of 

20 exemption from the requirements of this section for a motor 

21 vehicle which is regularly used to transport groups 

22 other than members of the family of the applicant. 

of persons 

The 

23 department may grant the certificate of exemption if the 
24 department finds that because of the nature of the particular 

25 nonfamily use or uses of the motor vehicle, it would be 
26 impracticable to comply with this section. If granted, the 

27 certificate of exemption shall be limited to those particular 
28 nonfamily uses of the vehicle. A certificate of exemption 

29 shall remain in effect for one year from the date of issuance. 

30 Upon the application of the owner or driver of the motor 

31 vehicle,. the certificate of exemption may be renewed by the 

32 department for subsequent one-year periods upon a showing that 

33 circumstances justifying continuation of the limited exemption 
34 remain present. A single certificate may 

35 vehicles operated by one owner or driver • 

cover multiple 
The department 
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l shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter l7A as necessary to 
2 implement this subsection. The department may charge a fee 

3 not to exceed ten dollars for processing each original or 

4 renewal application for a certificate of exemption. 

5 EXPLANATION 
6 This bill allows the owner or driver of a motor vehicle to 

7 apply to the state department of transportation for a · 
8 certificate of exemption exempting the applicant from the 

9 child restraint provisions of section 321.446 while operating 
10 the vehicle for particular nonfamily uses for which the 

11 exemption was issued. The department may issue the 
12 certificate of exemption if it finds that because of the 

13 nature of the nonfamily use or uses of the motor vehicle, it 

14 would be impracticable to comply with the child restraint 

15 requirements. The certificate of exemption shall be issued 
16 for one-year periods and the department may charge up to a ten 

17 dollar fee for each application. 
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