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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act requiring an odometer certifi'cation with each renewal 

2 of certain motor vehicle registrations and including a 

3 penalty. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEHBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 15.5 H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 321.40, Code 1985, is amPndPd bv a'~cirl~ 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 !'_E~- \I.t\~U__I:l_f3_ERED PARAGRAPH. \~hen application is r:tc<d2 cur re-

4 newal of a motor vehicle registration for a motor vehicle l2~s 

5 than five model years old which was equipped with ar1 odom~ter 

6 by the manufacturer, the renewal of the motor v~hic~e 

7 registration shall not be issued unless the owner o! cl12 mc:o~ 

8 v2hicle certifies to the county tredsurer tile r:cco:· v:cn.'.clc:';:; 

9 current odometer reading in a manner as prescribe~ ~)y ~2 

10 department with the application for renewal of velllcle 

ll registration. If the odometer reading is not che tr>'~ mi!eag~ 

12 or the true mileage is unknown, thetl the odome~er re~din~ 

13 shall be certified and recorded as ''unknown''. Ti12 renewa~ 

14 motor vehicle registration receipt shall record o;· its ~ace 

15 the odometer reading certified by the owner. ~his patasra0h 

16 does not apply to motor vehicles when transferred by oper21 ior1 

17 of law pursuant to section 321.47 nor to mol.or ven:cles ~avins 

18 a registered gross vehicle weight of more than si:<:.ee-,o t:>ol'.-

19 sand pounds. A person who knowingly makes o• ~eil~er~ ~ ~el~e 

20 odometer statement commits a fr<~udulent p~aci.;c:, .oc::; ·5?:L-<c 

21 section 714.8. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill requ1res the owner of a motor vehicl" _:-"-;"' tr.-;.· 

24 five model years old to certify the curren~. odcm;<c:;· ·2.~,, · --c: 

25 of the motor vehicle when application is made for •cn~~dJ :. 

26 the motor vehicle's registratio;1. The ~C:lCw<Jl Ii~:.J:..o-:- 'r.-:::i,·::.~ 

27 registration receipt would record on its fac:e t;,,., r><ior.c>:-er 

28 reading certified by the owner. The bill du,cs nc;c ''flPC/ '.o 

29 motor vehicles when transferred by operation of law nor to 

30 motor vehicles having a registered gross veh1c!e weight o[ 

31 more than sixteen thousand pounds. A per~•on wh•) knowi rl•Jly 

32 makes or delivers a false odometer state~enl corm•.l5 a 

33 fraudulent practice. 
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Approved·-------------------------------

A BD.L FOR 
An Act requiring an odometer certification with each renewal 

of certain motor vehicle registrations and including a 
penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.40, Code 1985, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. When application is made for re-

4 newal of a motor vehicle registration for a motor vehicle less 

5 than eleven model years old which was equipped with an 

6 odometer by the manufacturer, the renewal of the motor vehicle 

7 registration shall not be issued unless the owner of the motor 

8 vehicle certifies to the county treasurer the motor vehicle's 

9 current odometer reading in a manner as prescribed by the 

10 department with the application for renewal of vehicle 

11 registration. If the odometer reading is not the true mileage 

12 or the true mileage is unknown, then the odometer reading 

13 shall be certified and recorded as "unknown". The renewal 

14 motor vehicle registration receipt shall record on its face 

15 the odometer reading certified by the owner. This paragraph 

16 does not apply to motor vehicles when transferred by operation 

17 of law pursuant to section 321.47 nor to motor vehicles having 

18 a registered gross vehicle weight of more than sixteen thou-

19 sand pounds. A person who knowingly makes or delivers a false 

20 odometer statement commits a fraudulent practice as defined in 

21 section 714.8. 

22 

23 This bill 

24 eleven model 

EXPLANATION 

requires the owner of a motor vehicle less than 

years old to certify the current odometer reading 

25 of the motor vehicle when application is made for renewal of 

26 the motor vehicle's registration. The renewal motor vehicle 

27 registration receipt would record 

28 reading certified by the owner. 

on its face the odometer 

The bill does not apply to 

by operation of law nor to 29 motor vehicles when transferred 

30 motor vehicles having a registered gross vehicle weight of 

31 more than sixteen thousand pounds. A person who knowingly 

32 makes or delivers a false odometer statement commits a 

33 fraudulent practice. 
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