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A BILL FOR 
l 
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An Act relating to drvg product selection. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-3466 SENATE FILE 439 

l Amend Senate File 439 as follows: 
2 l. Page l, by striking lines 12 through 15 and 
3 inserting the following: ''therapeutically equivalent 
4 to the prescribed drug product so as to provide 
5 essentially the same therapeutic effect, when 
6 administered in the same amounts, as measured by the 
7 control of a symptom or disease, If the pharmacist 
8 does so, the pharmacist shall pass on to the patient 
9 or the patient's adult representative no less ~han 

10 fifty percent of the savings which results f•om the 
11 product selection,'' 
12 2. Page l, by striking lines 27 through 30. 

S-3466 Filed March 25, 1985 
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S.F. _!1_3J__ H.F. -~----

l Section 1. Section 155.36, Code 1985, is a~ended by 

2 striking the section and inserting in iie~ ~~ereo~ the 

3 following: 

4 155.36 DRUG PRODUCT SELECTION. 

5 1. If a p~ysician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarcan 

6 prescribes, 1n writing or orally, a drug by e:t~er its brand 

7 or trade na~e, the pharmacist may exercise professional judg-

8 ment, in the economic interest of the patient or the patient's 

9 adult representative who is purchasing the prescription, by 

10 selecting a drug product which contains essentially identical 

11 amounts of the identical active ingredient and which is 

12 therapeutically equivalent to the prescribed drug product. If 

13 the pharmacist does so, the patient or the patient's adult 

14 representative shall be informed of the savings which the pa-

15 tient will obtain as a result of the product selection. 

16 2. The pharmacist shall not exercise drug product selec-

17 tion under this section if either of the following occur: 

18 a. The prescriber specifically indicates that no drug 

19 product selection shall be made. 

20 b. The person presenting the prescription indicates that 

21 only the specific drug product prescribed shall be dispensed. 

22 3. If selection of a generically equivalent product is 

23 made under this section, the pharmacist making the selection 

24 shall note that fact and the name of the manufacturer of the 

25 selected drug on the prescription order presented by the pa-

26 tient or the patient's adult representative. 

27 4. A third-party prescription drug program, through an 

28 administrative or reimbursement policy, shall not require the 

29 pharmacist to select a drug product which, in the pharmacist's 

30 professional judgment, is not in the patient's best interest. 

31 5. Phar~acists, if authorized by a prescriber, may 

32 exercise professional judgment by selecting products which are 

33 therapeutic alternates to the brand or trade name product pre-

34 scribed by the prescriber. 

35 Sec. 2. Section 155.37, Code 1985, is repealed. 
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s.F. £j_ :-f.F. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill permits a pharmacist to select a drug product 

containing ide~tical amounts of the ide~tical active 

ingredient and which is therapeutically equivalent to a 

prescribed drug product unless_prohibited by a prescriber or 

person purcr.asing the prescription. A third-party 

prescription drug program is prohibited from requiring a 

pharmacist to select a drug which is not in a patient's best 

interest, in the judgment of the pharmacist. A pharmacist, if 

authorized, is also permitted to select a therapeutic 

alternate. 
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-3331 
SENATE FILE 439 

1 Amend Senate File 439 as follow~: 34, the 
2 l~ Page l, by inserting after lne 

3 following: . h 11 post a visual sign in a 
4 ''The pharmac1st sa ·st's place of 

. 1 ce at the pharmacl d to 5 consp1cuous P a . th harmacist is allowe 
6 business indicatlng that edpct under conditions and 
7 select an identical ~rug pr~ u 
8 specifications of thlS Act. 

S-3331 Filed 
March 18, 1985 
If..!?""'- ..P 0 ;. .a f.::,,-- (t /~ 2 ") 

S-3332 

By LIND 

SENATE FILE 439 

1 Amend Senatelrielel~39bayss~~~~~~~:the word 
2 1. Page l, 1 n • 

. 11 " 3 "essent1a Y • 

S-3332 Filed 
March 18, 1985 

(J .£<>-<--.9- 0 !c. 

S-3445 

BY LIND 

SENATE FILE 439 

1 i\:ncnd Senu'.:e F1le 439 as follows: 
2 1. Fuge l, li:-.e 12, by inserting after the ••ord 
3 ''product'' t~c following: ''so as to prov1de 
4 esscnt1ully the.sume therapeut1c effect, when 
5 administered in !he same amounts,as measured by the 
6 control of a symptom or disease". 
7 2. Puge 1, l~ne 13, by inserting after the word 
8 "so," the follo"•ing: "the pharmacist shall pass on 
9 to". 

10 3. Page 1, by striking lines 14 and 15, and 
11 inserting the following: "representative no less 
12 than fifty percent of the savings which results from 
13 the product selection''. 
14 4. Page 1, by striking lines 27 through 30. 
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SENATE 4 
~lARCH 18, 1985 

s- 3 3 30 SENATE FILE 439 

i\1::e:1C Senate ::.:e ,~3:1 as f.o:lcws: 
2 l. "'a"e · "-e 1 8 ov st-''<i-c ";.."' .. crd 3 " .. p ~ ... ~ i-.. -~ • 11 ~ : ~ : - .i' ~ ...... , ' ~::. .... .: ~ ..;. 'j: ~. :" ~ ... ~ "' 

PL-.:>c~ ... .._,,_r ~-·C ... n~e~t- .. ":i :... •. e .~..o1 ... cwtr.-;;; ''physician, 
4 de~tist, podia~rist or veterinaria~··. 

S-3330 Filed 
11arch 18, 1985 
~-<1·/< ;;1;,.-(y/tl~~) 

S-3329 

By LIND 

SENATE FILE 439 

1 ~r.end Sena:e File 439 as follows: 
2 1. ?ace 1, line 20, by striking the word ''person'' 
3 a;:d i11sert.in<; the fo:lowing: ''patient or patient's 
4 ad~lt representative''. 

S-3329 Filed 
March 18, 1985 
(r~ ofr, 

S-3328 

By LIND 

SENATE FILE 439 

1 Amend Senate fiie 439 as follows: 
2 i. ?ase 1, line 12, by insertins after the word 
3 :'orcduct" the fc1:owi:1c: "if the same r.anufacturer 
4 ~~n~~act~res both =he ~rescribed drug product and the 
5 ide::tical drug p::-odt..:.ct". 

S-3328 Filed 
March 18, 1985 
(j'_;J~ of,.. 

S-3327 

By LIND 

SENATE FILE 439 

l ADend Sena:e File 439 as follows: 
2 l. Pase 1, line l2, by inserting after the word 
3 "product." t:Oe fcl:owi,-,g: "The selection shall be 
4 made after the phar~acist ~eets with ~~e patient or 
5 patient's ad~lt representative personally.'' 

S-3327 Filed 
Narch 18, 1985 
(ftJ-o~.J! o/o 

By LIND 
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Passed Senate, Date _____________ _ Passed House, Date __________ __ 

Vote: Ayes ______ __ Nays _______ __ Vote: Ayes ______ _ Nays. ____ _ 

Approved ___________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to drug product selection. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 155.36, Code 1985, is amended by 
2 striking the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 

3 following: 

4 155.36 DRUG PRODUCT SELECTION. 

5 1. If a physician, dentist, podiatrist or veterinarian 
6 prescribes, in writing or orally, a drug by either its brand 

7 or trade name, the pharmacist may exercise professional judg-
8 ment, in the economic interest of the patient or the patient's 

9 adult representative who is purchasing the prescription, by 
10 selecting a drug product which contains essentially identical 

11 amounts of the identical active ingredient and which is 

12 therapeutically equivalent to the prescribed drug product. If 

13 the pharmacist does so, the patient or the patient's adult 

14 representative shall be informed of the savings which the pa­

lS tient will obtain as a result of the product selection. 
16 2. The pharmacist shall not exercise drug product selec-
17 tion under this section if either of the following occur: 
18 a. The prescriber specifically indicates that no drug 

19 product selection shall be made. 
20 b. The person presenting the prescription indicates that 

21 only the specific drug product prescribed shall be dispensed. 
22 3. If selection of a generically equivalent product is 

23 made under this section, the pharmacist making the selection 
24 shall note that fact and the name of the manufacturer of the 
25 selected drug on the prescription order presented by the pa-
26 tient or the patient's adult representative. 
27 4. A third-party prescription drug program, through an 
28 administrative or reimbursement policy, shall not require the 
29 pharmacist to select a drug product which, in the pharmacist's 
30 professional judgment, is not in the patient's best interest. 

31 5. Pharmacists, if authorized by a prescriber, may 
32 exercise professional judgment by selecting products which are 

33 therapeutic alternates to the brand or trade name product pre-
34 scribed by the prescriber. 

35 Sec. 2. Section 155.37, Code 1985, is repealed. 
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S.F . H. F. 

EXPLANATION 
This bill permits a pharmacist to select a drug product 

containing identical amounts of the identical active 

ingredient and which is therapeutically equivalent to a 

prescribed drug product unless_prohibited by a prescriber or 

person purchasing the prescription. A third-party 

prescription drug program is prohibited from requiring a 

pharmacist to select a drug which is not in a patient's best 

interest, in the judgment of the pharmacist. A pharmacist, if 

authorized, 

alternate. 

is also permitted to select a therapeutic 
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