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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the establishment of and improvements 

2 within a secondary road assessment district. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 311.1, Code 1985, 1s amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 3ll.l POWER TO ESTABLISH. 

4 In order to provide for t"e-~~aveting,-~it±ng,-o~-ot"e~ 

5 ~tlitab~e-~tl~feeing i_mprovements such as grading, draining, 

6 bridging, aggregate s~rfacing, paving, or resurfacing of 

7 secondary roads, the board of supervisors ~ha~l-heve-powe~ 

8 may, on petition, to establish secondary road assessment 

9 districts. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 311.3, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 311.3 k~OUNT OF ASSESSMENT. 

13 Special assessments in the aggregate amount of not less 

14 than twenty-five fifty perce~t of the total estimated cost of 

15 ~tl~faeing-any iQprovement of a road included in a secondary 

16 road assessment district project shall be apportioned and 

17 levied on the lands included in ~aid the secondary road 

18 assessment district. 

19 Sec. 3. Section 311.4, Code 1985, lS amended to read as 

20 follows: 

21 311.4 COUNTY LINE ROAD. 

22 Whenever When it is desired to etlrfaee improve a secondary 

23 road on a county li~e, as a secondary road assessment district 

24 project, the board of supervisors of any county eonee~ned may 

25 establish an assessment district in its county, and levy and 

26 collect special assessments for the payment of that portion of 

27 the estimated cost of 

28 lands in that county. 

e~eh the project assessable against 

Each county shall pay its share of the 

29 cost of ~eid the project as provided in this chapter, in the 

30 same manner as though the project were located wholly within 

31 that county. 

32 Sec. 4. Section 311.5, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 311.5 PROJECT IN CITY. 

35 Any A road or street which is a continuation of a secondary 
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l road within any ~ city and which the co~nty board desires to 

2 improve by-g~a~e~~ng 7 -eil±ng,-e~-e~~e~-~~~~abie-~a~feeing, may 

3 by resolution of the county board and concurrence by the 

4 council of the city be improved as a secondary road assessment 

5 district project or part e~e~eof of a project as nere±n 

6 provided 1n this cha~. ·l'he lands within eacn the city 

7 abutting on or adjacent to eaen the street or road may be 

8 included within ~ae~ th~ secondary road assessment district 

9 and assessed en-aeeeant-of-~aeh for the improvement upon the 

10 same basis and in the same manner as though saeh the lands 

ll were located outside of a city. 

12 Sec. 5. Section 311.6, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 311.6 PETITION -- INFOR~~TION REQUIRED. 

15 The petition for a secondary road assessment district 

16 proposing to establish :!aeh the distric~ shall intelligibly 

17 describe the road or roads proposed to be improved, the nature 

18 of the proposed improvement, the percentage of the estimated 

19 cost of the-sa~fueing-ef-eai~ improving the road proposed to 

20 be assessed against the property in the said district and the 

21 lands proposed to be included in stleh the district. 

22 Stle~ Th~ petition shall be signed by t~irty-five percent of 
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35 

the owners of the lands within etle~ the proposed district, or 

by thirty-five percent of the owners of the land within stleh 

the proposed district who ~eside within 5aid the county. 

Sec. 6. Section 311.7, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

follows: 

311.7 IMPROVEMENT BY PRIVATE FUNDS. 

The owner or a group of owners of not less than seventy­

five percent of the lands adjacent to, or abutting upon any 

secondary road may, on or before October 1 of any year, 

petition the board of supervisors of their county for the 

im~~ovin~-by-graveling-o~-e~ke~-stlieeble-stl~feeing,-of-5tleh 

improvement of the road, and for the assessment of not less 

than fifty percent~ tor ~aeh a greater portion as may-be 
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l provided in sa~d the petitiont~ of the cost of s~eh-improvi~q, 

2 by-q~a~e%ing-o~-o~he~-~u±tabie-sa~~aeiNq the improvement, to 

3 the lands adjacent to, or abutting upon ~ueh the road. When 

4 the petition has been filed, the board of supervisors shall 

5 review the project proposed by the petition and may accept or 

6 reject the proposed project. If the board of supervisors 

7 accepts the petition, the board shall include seen the project 

8 in the secondary road construction program of s,;id the county 

9 and establish a priority for the completion of sueh the 

10 project. 

11 The board of supervisors shall proceed with the 

12 construction and completion of said the project in accordance 

13 with its assigned priority and under the same procedure as is 

14 prescribed generally for tl1e improvement of secondary roads by 

15 assessment, and shally-as-the-taw-may-~~ovide, establish a 

16 special secondary road assessment district and assess against 

17 the lands included the~ein in the district not less than fifty 

18 percentL tor sueh ~ greater portion as may-be provided in ~aid 

19 the petitiontL of the engineer's estimated cost of the 

20 sa~faein~ improvements of the road er-roHd~ included in said 

21 the project against all the lands adjacent to or abutting upon 

22 the ~aid road or-~oad~. 

23 P~ov±ded,-~ha~-sMo~id However, if the owner-or owners of 

24 all the lands included in any special secondary road 

25 assessment district under this section, subscribe and deposit 

26 with the county treasurer an amount not less than fifty 

27 percent1_ tor ~ueM ~ greater portion as m~y-be provided in ~a±d 

28 the petitiont~ of the engineer's estimated cost of the 

29 sur~eeing improvement of the road or-~oads included in ~aid 

30 the project, the board of supervisors shall not establish Sl:leh 

31 the special assessment district es-here±~-pr~v±ded, but shall 

32 accept the said donations in lieu of an assessment, and shall 

33 otherwise proceed to the improvement of ~aid the road or-~o~d~ 

34 ~~-he~ein-prov±ded. 

35 Pro~ided-ftl~~her 1 -thet-the The total expenditure of 
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secondary road funds of the county in any year for or on 

account of special secondary road assessment district projects 

on local secondary roads under this section shall not exceed 

the total secondary road funds legally expendable for 

construction on local secondary roads in !>eid the county in 

said the year 7 -and-the-e~pendittt~e-of-seeondary-~ead-ftlnd,.-ef 

the-eottnty 7 -in-any-townshir-~n-any-th~ee-year-pe~iod,-to~-e~ 

on-aceottnt-ef-epeeiai-seeonda~y-road-esaea!>~ent-d±,.triet 

p~ojeets-on-ieeai-seeonde~y-~oada-ttnde~-thi!>-aeetion,-aha±l 

not-exeeed-said-townsh±~~a-p~o-~ata-sha~e,-on-the-erea-be!>is, 

or-the-tetal-seeonda~y-roed-Ettnds-iegai±y-expendabie-Eor 

eonst~ttetion-on-ioeai-seeondary-roada-±•~-,.a±d-eotlnty-in-said 

th~ee-year-~e~±od,-tlnies,.-the~e-be-a-townsh~p-or-towneh~ps 

f~om-whieh-there-are-no-petitions-E±±ed-dtlring-the-E±rat-two 

15 years-of-said-three-year-period. 

16 t£-the-engineeris-eatimated-eost-o£-the-g~eding,-b~iclge~, 

17 etlive~ts,-e~d-d~ein±ng-of-~Re-road-propd~ed-to-be-i~e±t~ded-in 

18 any-spee±ai-assesement-diatriet-projee~-ttnder-th±~-aeet±en, 

19 exeeed~-an-average-of-seven-theasand-doiiars-per-mile,-ehe 

20 beard-ot-stlpervisors-of-sa±d-eettnty-may-eppeal-to-the-atate 

21 tren~po~tation-ee~issien-as-te-whether-the-eotlnty-shaii 

22 preeeed-with-the-eonstraetien-ef-sa±d-projeet.--~he-state 

23 transpe~tatien-eommi~sion-sha~i-ho±d-a-hear±ng-en-se±d-matter, 

24 at-a-time-and-pieee-of-whie~-~he-petitione~s-end-the-eoenty 

25 board-shaii-be-daiy-netified7 -end-sheii-have-en-eppertHnity-te 

26 eppear-and-be-hee~d.--After-seeh-hearing-the-stete 

27 t rens;:>o~~eit ior~-eo!Mii s s i en-s he 1: i -determi ne-whethe~- ~ he-e<~tln t y 

28 sheli-proeeed-with-sa±d-projeet 7 -whieh-determ±netion-sha~i-be 

29 f'ir~ah 

30 Upon the completion of at:eh t!"!e road or-road,, and the 

31 satisfaction of all claims in relation thereto to the roa~, 

32 any balance then remaining of the funds prov1ded by the 

33 sponsors shall be returned to them according to their 

34 respective interests, providing all guarantees made by s~eh 

35 the sponsors have been fulfilled. 
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1 Any road ~z--c•<Jads so improved by-grttvel::i:n9-o1"-o~he1" 

2 ~tti~abte-~ttrEacing unde• this sectio<l shall be maintained by 

3 the county :e_ursuant to _ _.<::_haoter _l_Q6_. 

4 Sec. /. Section Jll.B, subsectio~s l, 3, and 4, Code 1985, 

5 are amended to read as follows: 

6 1. An estimate oE the cosi: of the ~n!."~l:leing impr~_ment 

7 proposed on the road or-road~ included in 5neh the proposed 

8 district. 

9 3. An approximately equ!table apportionment of not less 

10 than twe,ty-fi:.,.t! f ift·~ pe:c:ent of the est ima'ced cost of 5aid 

ll the impcov<err."'!"lt among the tracts and parcels of real estate 

12 included i;: s~>e:": ~he> proposed distcct. 

13 4. A state2c::t whether all of the secondary roads to be 

14 sttrfaeed 1mcrovcd in sa:i:d tlle orooosed secondary road ---·· ---- -- - . 
15 assessment distric~ projec~ have been built to permanent grade 

16 and prope~iy drained. 

17 Sec. 8. Section 3ll.ll, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1985, 

18 is a~er1ded to read as fellows: 

19 ~he board o[ superviso~s sl1all fix a time for hearing on 

20 the propos~ ior the estab!~sh~ent of the secondary road 

21 assessreerlt 2istrict and Ot1 the apportionment of not less than 

22 twel'.ty-!'l:<t~ t.:. f_u:: perceni; o~ the estimated cost of the 

23 proposed improvement, and shall. cause the county engineer to 

24 publis~: nac~ce of the he~ri~g. The notice shall state: 

25 Sec. Y. Section 311.29, Code 1985, 1s a~ended to read as 

27 311.29 SALE OF CERTIFICATES. 

28 Upon the signing of each of tile certificates by the 

29 chairperson of tl1e board, Lhe certificates shall be dellveted 

30 to the counLy treasurer, who shall countersign them and who 

31 shall be responsible tor them on the treasurer's bond. The 

32 treasurer m~y app~y the certificates in payment of warrants 

33 duly authorized and issued for ~nrfaeing improving the roads 

34 within the districc, o~ rile treasurer may sell the 

35 certifica~es for the best dttainable price and for not less 
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l than par, plus accrued interest. The certificates shall be 

2 retired in the order of their numbering. 

3 EXPLANATION 

4 The bill expands the use of secondary road assessment 

5 districts to include road improvements such as grading, 

6 drainage, bridging, paving, and resurfacing. Current law 

7 allows road resurfacing improvements. The bill also raises 

8 the minimum amount to be paid by the property owners from 

9 twenty-five percent to fifty percent. The bill also deletes 

10 the procedure for an appeal by the board of supervisors to the 

ll state department of transportation to determine if the 

12 assessment district should be established because the board of 

13 supervisors have the right to accept or reject the petition 

14 for a district. 
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