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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the establishment of and improvements
within a secondary road assessment district.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 311.1, Cole 1985, is amended to read as

follows:
3il.1 POWER TO ESTABLISH.
In order to provide for the-graveting;-otriingy-or-other

surtable-gnrfaerng improvements such as grading, draining,

bridging, aggregate surfacing, paving, or resurfacing of

secondary roads, the board of supervisors shaii-have-power
may, on petition, #o establish secondary road assessment
districts.

Sec. 2. Section 311.3, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

311.3 AMOUNT OF ASSESSMENT.

Special assessments in the aggregate amount of not less
than ewenty-five fifty percent of the total estimated cost of

snrfactng~any inprovement of a road included in a secondary

road assessment district project shall be apportioned and
levied on the lands included in satd the secondary road
assessment district.

Sec. 3. Section 311.4, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

311.4 COUNTY LINE ROAD.

Whenever When it is desired to surfesee improve a secondary
road on a county line, as a secondary road assessment district
project, the board of supervisors of any county cencerned may
establish an assessment district in its county, and levy and
collect special assessments for the payment of that portion of
the estimated cost of aweh the project assessable against
lands in that county. Each county shall pay its share of the
cost of satd the project as provided in this chapter, in the
same manner as though the project were located wholly within
that county.

Sec. 4. Section 311.5, Code 1985, is amended tc read as
follows:

311.5 PROJECT IN CITY.

Any A road or street which is a continuation of a secondary

_1_




_-\_\.

X ~d o lm W

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
18
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

road within any a city and which the county bcard desires tc
improve by-gravetingr;-oilingy-or-oeher—asevitabie-surfacing, may
by resoluticn of the county board and concurrence by the
council of the city be improved as a secondary road assessment

district project or part thereof of a project as herein

provided in this chapter. The lands within such the city

abutting on or adjacent to asuer the street or road may be
included within =ueh the secondary road assessment district
and assessed en-geccount-of-sueh for the improvement upon the
same basis and in the same manner as though aweh the lands
were located outside of a city.

Sec. 5. Section 311.4, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

311.6 PETITION —- INFORMATION REQUIRED.

The petition for a seccndary road assessment district
proposing to establish sueh the district shall intelligibly
describe the road or roads proposed to be improved, the nature
of the proposed improvement, the percentage of the estimated

cost of the-surfaecing-of-sard improving the road proposed to

be assessed against the property in the satd district and the
lands proposed to be included in sueh the districet.

Suen The petition shall be signed by thirty-five percent of
the owners of the lands within sueh the proposed district, or
by thirty-five percent of the owners of the land within 8suceh

the proposed district who reside within satd the county.

SYesec, 6. Section 311.7, Code 1985, is amended to read as
follows:

311.7 IMPROVEMENT BY PRIVATE FUNDS.

The owner or a group of owners of not less than seventy-

five percent of the lands adjacent to, or abutting upon any
secondary road may, on or before October 1 of any year,
petition the board of supervisors of their ccunty for the
improving-by-graveling-er-ocher-suteabie-aurfacingr;-o€-suech

improvement of the road, and for the assessment of not less

than fifty percent, {for sueh a greater portion as may-be
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provided in @a:d the petition}, of the cost of such-imprevingsy

by-graveirng-or-other-surtabie-aurfaectng the improvement, to
When

the lands adjacent to, or abutting upon sweh the road.
the petition has been filed, the board of supervisors shall
review the project proposed by the petition and may accept or
reject the proposed project. If the board of supervisors
accepts the petiticn, the board shall include aweh the project
in the secondary road construction preogram of said the county
and establish a priority for the completion of sweh the
project.

The board of supervisors shall proceed with the
construction and completion of said the project in accordance
with its assigned priority and under the same procedure as is
prescribed generally for the improvement of secondary roads by
assessment, and shall;-as-the-iaw-may-provide; establish a
special secondary road assessment district and assess against
the lands included therein in the district not less than fifty
percent, tor smeh a greater portion as may-pe provided in satd

the petitiony, of the engineer's estimated cost of the

surfaecing improvements of the road er-reads included in s=td
tne project against all the lands adjacent to or abutting upcn

the satd road or-reads,.
Provtdedy-that-shonld However, if the owner-or owners of

all the lands included in any special secondary rocad
assessment district under this section, subscribe and deposit

with the county treasurer an amount not less than fifty
percent, tor sueh a greater portion as may-be provided in saxd
the petition}, of the engineer's estimated cost of the
surfacing improvement of the road or-roads included in =aid
the project, the board of supervisors shall not establish such

the special assessment district aa-heretn-previded, but shall
accept the sa*d donations in lieu of an assessment, and shall
otherwise proceed to the improvement of satd the road er-reads
&8-herein-provided.

Provided-furthery-that-the The total expenditure of
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secondary road funds of the county in any vear for or on
account of special secondary road assessment district projects
on local secondary roads under this section shall not exceed
the total secondary road funds legally expendable for
construction on local secondary roads in said the county in
satd the year;-and-the-expenditure-of-secondary-road-funds-of

the-county;-in-any-township-tn-any-three-year-pertods;-for-or
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sn-gecount-of-specitat-secondary-road-usseasment-drstriet

O

projects-on-tocat~secondary-rosds-under-thrs-sectrony-3hatl
10 not-exceed-satd-tewnshipis-pro-rata-share;-on-theé-arsa-bastsy
11 ef-the-total-secondary-roead-funds-iegatriy-enpendable-for

12 eonstruction-on-itocat-sccondary-roads-in-satd-county-in-sazrd

13 three-year-periodr-untess-thers-be-a-township-or-townshrps

14 from-whieh-there-are-no-petittons-£fited-durtng-the-£irst-two
15 years-of-said-chree-vear—perrod.
ib if-the-engineerig-estimavred-cost-of-the-gradingy-bridgesy;

17 euwviverts;-and-dratning-of-the-road-proposed-to-be-inctuded-in

18 any-3speetrai-assessment-district-project-under-thty-secttrony

19 exceeds-an-average-of-seven-thousand-dotiars-per-mitey~che

20 beard-ef-supervisers-of-said-county-may-appeat-en-the-state

21 tran3portation-commisstron-as-to-wherher-the-county-shaiti

22 proceed-with-the-conatruetion-of-sard-projects--the-stake

23 transportation-commiasion-sagti-held-a~-nearing-en-serd-matters
24 ak-a-trme-and-place-of-whicn-the-petrbioners-and-the-county

25 beard-shati-be-duiy-nerifiedy;-and-shati-have-an-epportunity-to
26 appear-and-be-heard<-—-ffter-such-hearing-+he-state

27 transportstion-commission-shati-deternine-whether-the—-county
28 shati-proceed-with-satd-projecti-which-determinncton-shaii-be
29 final-s

30 Upon the completion of sueh the road er-roads, and the

31 satisfaction of all claims 1n relation therets to the road,

32 any balance then remaining of the funds provided by the
33 speonsors shall be returned to them according to their
A0
34 respective interests, providing all guarantees made by sach

35 the sponsors have been fulfilled.
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Any road or-vosds so improved kBy-graveiring-oer-other
suteabite~surfacing under this section shall be maintained by
the county pursuant to chanter 306.

Sec. 7. Section 311.8, subsections 1, 3, and 4, Code 1985,
are amended to read as foliows:

1. An estimate of the cosii 0f the swrfaerng improvenment
proposed on the road er-reads inciuded in sueh the proposed
district,

3. An approximately equiiable apportionment of not less
than ewenty-fiwe fifty percent of the estimated cost of aazxd
the improvement amorng the tracts and parcels of real estate
included in suea the proposed district.

4. A statement whether all of the zecondary roads to be

surfaced 1mproved in =2a+d the proposed secondary road

C—— — e —

assessmen!t district project have been built to permanent grade
and properiy drained.
Sec. 8, Section 3L1.11, unnumbered paragraph 1, Ccde 1985,

is amencded to read as foliows:

The beard of supervisors shall fix a time for hearing on
the proposs. i1or the astablishment of the secondary road
assessment <istrict and on the avportionment 9f not less than
twenty-frve flfry perceni oI the estimated cost of the
proposed improvement, and shall cause the county engineer to
publisn neooice of the nearing. The notice shall state:

Sec. v. Sectlon 311.2%, Code 1985, i3 amended to read as
felliows:

311.28 SALE OF CERTIFICATES.

Upon the signing ¢f each of the certificates by the
chairperson of the board, the certificates shall be delivered
to the county treasurer, wno shall countersign them and who
shall be respensiple for them on the treasurer's bond. The
treasurer may &pp:y the certificates 1in payment of warrants
duly authorized and issued Lor surfaerng improving the roads
within the district, ¢r the treasurer may sell the

certificates for the pegi attainrable price and for not less
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than par, plus accrued interest. The certificates shall be

retired in the crder of their numbering.
EXPLANATION

The bill expands the use of secondary road assessment
districts to include road improvements such as grading,
drainage, bridging, paving, and resurfacing. Current law
allows rcad resurfacing improvements. The bill also raises
the minimum amcunt to be paid by the property owners from
twenty-five percent to fifty percent. The bill also deletes
the procedure for an appeal by the board of supervisors to the
state department of transportation to determine if the
assessment district should be established because the board of
supervisors have the right to accept or reject the petition

for a districet.
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